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KIOGKAPHICAI. AND CRITICAI. 
INTRODUCTION 



philosophical, dcwriptive. familiär and, since it must 
bc admittcd, sentimental leiten: whirh, under the title of 
0+erm.mn, have won for ihcinselves a permanent, i( not 
prrhaii« a bigb plaoa m ilit- clas&ical litcrature of France, 
aml uc not unknown in England, though they have not 
tieeo translfticti previouily, werc first published in the 
early yean of the nmet'.rnth CflOftrf, and nrc the chief, 
tKoujch not Ihr wie liile ro diatinrtion of ihcir nithor, 
Phtn Je Senoncour. Unul the yrar 1X97, thix 
mutet, as reRords hia pcrsonality, could have becn Utile 
morc than a picasant, it muy bc fVSD u precious memory 
among a Utcr gam-ration tu (ha Ptencfa wurld of periodical 

nie. Kl*Qwhar« he wa», and »tili K-irumu, not 
c»eri a tt PäH book» which in modern ifaRM 

have txavcUcd beyond their birth place- 1 have carried 
«itk them 50 clight a vevtijtc nf personal historj. The 
edition of Obermann whirh apprared long ago under the 
iimi.Htittl ihr jiidvrm-nt of that 
duuagmtbcd criiic on du- cUImi of ihc wurk ibtctf lud 
thoac of kok other productions icfcrablc to the tarne 
band, but a mac »yliabu* of Information, and that 00t 

l hm M* f*m 1* known und ndmircd in Swcdcn, Holland *nrt, ll I 
m» ib> Ln«*J Suim of Am«rtca- Hc hau alao many apprMlAiort In 
rifhaft. andtOBuay m#i> th« pr#m« Af M*rrh** AmoM aavi f«wrnlM 
fctre u teeoatf nu4 la « Und of tiuuaffund aantti. 
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entirely correct, conccrning thc author himsclf. 1 Latcr on 
the book was again prefaccd by George Sand, and again, 
in a longer appreciaüon prefixcd tO tliat t-diiiun, whfch 
still ciiculates at a populär price in France, we had Lhe 
views of anothcr distmguished personality in litcraturc on 
the subject of Ob<rmtnn t but without one word of rcfrr- 
enee to its authorship. Here in England we owe, most 
of us, our (tat knowlcdge of Scnancour to thc admiration 
of Matthew Arnold, whosc two poems, addressed to his 
memory, have kindlcd many with affection and curiosity 
conccrning a writer of wbom he also had next to nothing 
to teil us, cäther in thc poems tbemselves, where Information 
was not lo be looked for, or tn the long note 3ppcndcd to 
one of them, which onee more contains an appreciarion, 
the briefest but most suggestive of them all. There was, 
in i'.irt, little to dissuade us from believing that Senancnur 
was other than his letters would appear to show him, thc 
recluse of an Alpine region, who on certain rare occasionij 
put fortb stränge books of mediiation, which, passing from 
bis hctmiUge >nto lhe ouler world, had nui been altugether 
lost lo the world, but had needed some decades for one 
of them to take its place and no undue period for thc 
others to pasj into oblivion. Sourccs of Information for 
Frcnch readers, it is truc, existed, but they were mcrely 
the biographical dictionanes or analogous works of refer- 
ence, which are 3lmost invariably neglecteti by most readers 
of litcraturc, and not less by these than by Matthew Arnold 
himself, or be would never have becn in doubt, as hc *** 
by thc cvidcncc of his jtocnis, regardmg thc l.unal-place of 
Scnancour. 

In 1897, M. Jules Lcvallois pubhshed at Paris a volumc 

1 Hai, how«vrr, tti« fortwill CoHltmforamj of Hainic-Beuve. tn ihr 
Ultr edlllont tf whoh ihrre venirihor biopraphicil particularsconc'-niMtL; 
Senancoui. foundetl on privuic docuroeni» pl*c*d ai ihe dlspoul of ihc 
cntlc. 
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d rnodcrale diinvniu*:*, cr.iitlcd "APnCUttOl ; SfMOi 

with Uopubhihcd Documenta," bcmg ihe rcsuli of Infa 
tion which had bc«n aflbrdcd him and papers placed at his 
Jiapttnl by the Chiliiren of Scnancour, who wcrc thci» 
lurrivinn. Thi^ f&OnOfTiph rontains »11 that we are Hfcclj 
eo Ifarn, And ir* ptircly biographiral Information coutd bc 
reduced withln a fcw pagcs. In othcr words, it does not 
rcally rapplcment the biographical dictionorics, exccpt in so 
far ai it conccu, or attcmpts to corcect, a fcw crrors of infer- 
ence, and itsMlxciiK ■ • 'in« ihe informatlott 

which muM, onc would luve thoaght, have been availablc, 1 
an only be ascribcd to a disinclination on the part of his 
thildrcn, or at leiit of his daughter, towards anything like a 
lift of theif father, who seems invariably to have shrunk 
with eatreme wnsitivencss frorn any publiciiy of that kind. 
It will bc potsiblc, therefore, to diamiss Ihe biugruphical 
00 of the present Introduction in a shoit Space. Its 
interest lies wholly in certain analogies and antitheses 
between ihe mitwart) hfc of Scnancour and the inwar<l life 
whieh b| eddtrited so fully and rcmarlcably in his imaginory 
conapondence, reverics and meditations. 

£uenne Pivcrt de Scnancour was the son of a ContrMeur 
da &**ta l and was born at Fans in 1770, or twenty seven 
jear» Utcr tlun Louis (JUudu de Samt- Martin, with whom, as 
much by analog? ** hy antithcMa, he connects so siiangcly, 
as 1 »hall thow in Iti proper place latcr on. He eame of a 
Lorraine family, and the villagc of Scnancour \% still situated 
m the department of the Mcu*c. His childhoo«! has been 
dcacribed $» aicfely, siay -at -Imme and wearixome, but, 
inough tlicrc ii no special ica*on to chaUcngc the »latcmcni, 
it depends chiclly on the biographical fidclily of Obermann 

1 Up 10 a cwtftin pofni Ibere b c*id<n« llmt 11 ww «vaihble, (or M. 
HDiiom tM Mil- ,\r -Vnancow rtid cnut Inio "a c»it.„, 
OnuIb <m in* r-nvai* life hablu and chanuMf " of b«r falber, 
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and lilcrally rcproduor* in ward*. 1 It m*y bc said u a. 
gcneral rulc Uiat tlio biüfc-raphicil dictionaries, tf oLhcr 
IttfoRDüSQfl f*ilcd thci«. lad locouiie imariably for their 
data to the sune sourcc.* Hut, *s it so happcn* thc work 
in question is in morc than one rc»|»cct hi>;hly unfalthful 
frr.rn th<* i..i r.ij.lui.i M.i!irij»ntn! Tlu-fO i* nOOthfrr knOWfl 

:■ of Information, and all rcfetencc 10 thc question is 
omitted by M. Levallois. Whcn the timc came for him tu 
be cducated, Senancour was placed, in the first uiBtan«, wiih 
a eure" in thc ricinity of Etraenville and «as scnt subse- 
qncntly to thc CoUfegl de la Marchc. It was prohably, in 
the main, on Account ot hü sutc of health and disposition, 
which did not apparcntly fit him for more activc pursuit3, 
that his father wishcd him to enter the scminary of Saint- 
Siilpicc a3 a first stcp toward* thc pricsihond, but it has 
olko bc«n Jitatcd that it was because of his ohilosophical 
tciidencic* — to counteract, in other words, a markcd U ■ 
towardi the inndclity currcnt at his pcriod. Thiaadditional 
reason is rot, of roursc, rcndered specifically iniprobable 
htflflft ii MI ohviously an unwise remedy, which sought 
in n. compulsary vocauon an antidote to the couibined 
inllucnce of Voltaire, Jean-Jacques and Unuiaiigcr. The 
son in iiny case rcbeHed froni (his parenlal attcmpl lo sei 
Mraigbt bin intcllcctu-tl bus, and, tnough not asswedly l'roui 
airailar philosophical bias, he is said to havc bccn so for 
ahettcd by his mothcr that she encouraged his flight into 
Switrcriand as a way of cscapc from the authurily and 
inuntions of hi» father, whu, It is furthei suggestcd, had 
■ ii .rwisc lailcd to sccurc thc aflccüon of his child.* It 



CMM KI, 

* SeuÄAtour tuu hitup-U tiaiM (im iwta on»l(»gie» may bc ütcrptive. 

' Plus iitipreuiun. 4m! ih.u wblea tiu pr*wtled' conc#nun£ ibc r*l*uoi 
CaocnUy- bctwcen thc fttha und tbo x». Seuanur In lila llfc tlwwwl 
hlmwir «nnou* lo coiroit He cluiactauet) tboa on one occatfO* 

"«ntalrlttB.* 
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will l> k"T.1 thas il i» *! thi:< ptfiod, And nntlcr 

tfanlltt dtCOlnjtt&CCftj that ihc correr.ponrtcnec opcn* in 
Ottrmamm, M. Levailuit, howcvcr, plucev the entirc 
Accuu: : qQMtlOO) lex*, Imwcvcr, l»y cxpiul dental 

tkan bj Che tunple countci- Statement ihai. Sciuiicolk ac- 
cocofduaicd Ins niothcr on a Visit to the country in qucstion, 
and he fixe* the precisc date on August 14. i7*9- I« * n y 
c*»t» ScnanciM:; r, luv. v4Bd ml through the 

KtratCT pari nf Swii.-.riUirnl am), fottowiOf a ii.-itijral inclina- 
nun, of wind) we also licat souicthing in ihc leiten, he 
Mcau to have devoted hinitclf 10 painting, wnile itaying at 
Chorncres, though more At a resource ano amusernent than 
wilh any idea of a livclihoud. He must luve had means of 
fcome kind al ihscontocix •nuut .m.l n w;is parhApi when 
tiicr werc 00 the verßc of cxhAimion (hat bc dniicd min 
coAttunication with a family, *aid to have been noble and 
then living on an esute in the camon of I-ribourg. I: m 
bete tiut the tlnt cririi of hi» life awaited bim. Gnu uf the 
roeuiberi vi th' ) iboiU : faimiy wj» a jjirl whu, iike him&clf, 

■; ] ."id, hki- tt8D aUC^ W&i uii UM Mfgl I ■: 
Uacißaj a compulsory ioc*tion, which was in her caie a div 
ustcful marriage. The lad? was Mademoiselle de Daguec, 
a eonncetion of thr Jörn"" The point of sympathy 

1 1 have lodlcAted wa* not l»np, betone n ripeat I tot 
ie picciac natuic ol lhai inttnaey 

ho* nc4 been ttated, Senancour, it is sugyested, canic lo the 
concluskm (hat bc had oonipromiwd her, and as a point uf 
boDoar rstber than m the outootne of affection, detpite the 
bondcf thcir artSmty, hc mamed her 1 He w.m jt tln» imic 
tardy twemy yefln old, was poue*sed of no fortune, and 
fetad no opponunity of acquiring nnc during the throes of 
ihc Freach Revolution, Whethcr he continued to live in 



1 T«thii «er* M. tx-niloii pro no rmkn», »^"C lh *t u «** r > n nn 
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tbe tamily ol the Udy, bot ii aot ho* ibcy aab4*<d and 
where they scttkd tat the time, ue pottts wbic» seem 
udknown, crcn to M. LeviUoö. We are tofid only that thc 
date of thc marriage wm 1790, that its subsequenc histocy 
was noc a happy 00«, aad, by othcrt, tbai it was rtfponsihle 
Utcr on fyr a Ci Staat! y Mtniiar cpuud;— that of Fonsalbe— 
which oecuis lowardi tbe e».l of Otrrm***. The litt 
point, it may be hoped, is conjecturaJ only, and has pctbmpa 
no bcttcr founcUtion than the tact that this imaginaiy 
character is also represemod as han'ng a son and daughter. 
The compariaon b otberwnc anfortunatc and not one which 
wc could wish to bc instituicd liy Senaneour atwut a wifc 
who was alieady dcad. It will bc remcmbcrcd that Fonsalbe 
was indueed to contra« a marriage, partly od tbc ground of 
the aflection which a Udy was uid to hare entcrumed for 
htm by her fathet lad parüy from certain conaidetations 
which tefleet detrimentally on her. Of thc alleged analogy 
M. Levallois fbrtunatcly knowr« nothing, or hxs conccalcd 
it out of consideration for thc feehngs of Ins pnnciua] 
Informant. 

The tlight of Senaneour mto SwiUeriand, which cbanged 
without apparcmly improving his State 01 life. and while it 
saved him Iroraa ealling which he dislikcd preeipitatedhim 
towards a destiny which seems to have been nrt less un- 
suited, had another embarrassing effeet upon his future ; 
hc was proscribcd as an emigrt* and this prosciiption meant 
danger in the event uf his return to France. Accordmg to 
thc carly aecounts, hc was, bowever, driven to rclur n, partly 
by a longing to rcvtsit his mother, whose aympathy had 
aatisled him in bis first strugglcs. M. levallois, on thc 
other ham!, mdicaies that throughout thc Revolution ho 
was contimmlly going and Coming between Switxerland 
and France, to watch over thc safety of a herltage which 
various mischances reduced, nevertheless, to a very small 
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iL AU nuihoriilcfl are agreed that ihcac visit* hmught 
him a great dcal 01* trouble and danger. He was aircstcd, 
somecitnes on ihc suspicion :hat hc was a refractory priest, 
•oanetima on che ground of emigration, and it is even said 
tfcat bc was aiore than un<c in Junger of dcath. 

The next daie that U w jkismIjIc tu hjuic m hu hlfttOf* tu 
1796^ wben hu parents jppear to bave died almo&t simul- 
tineously, 1 and their loss was followed speedily by that of his 
wtfc; who pasaod awayai'ttr a lingering eomplaint. She had 
sppanrotl)' no moncy in her own right, and the estate of 
hin parenu which should have come down to Senanconr 
was. in tbc erul divericd by the uouble uf the time. 2 Thus 
depvivcd of resourecs on which he had counted, he was 
CDOfM Icd lo renounce permanaotij I II ISA Dl Votitodfl .u.d 
rctreit amonjt the Swim Alp» to whn.li diaposition and 
dectlon seem to ha« altke drawn him. Much against 
hk will, he took up his abode in Paris, nt one time in 
the Rue de la Ccriiuie, and thenceforth devoted himsclf* 10 
journahsro. I should add that there is sume divcrgcncc os 
to the dal* wben this new hfe began foi him. One of the 
mcmoiuJ* iU.tc» that aller the death ul Ins wifc and parents 
he became »tili tuoic cd a dreimcr and still more soliiary 
it his habits. This sugge»ts the return frora l'ianoe to 
Srftxcrland which we find in Ofcn*ann t rather than 
»he boulerards and periodical literature. According to 
Lcraltoia, Scnancour, dcvpitc the fnet o( Ins marriage, led 
tut KCBstOSncd waudenng Ufe after the reign of terror, and 
in 1797 *ai in the neighbourhood of Scilla, whcre, at the 
bouse ©f a ffiend, be wrote the first draft of Ins Mvtries. 
Obermann wj* beguu ui Pari* in 1801 and terminated in 
1803 m the nrijchbourhood of Kubourg. In any ca*c, the 

CM-ialn t.'ial *i chk pw\oA h# wu «tili In Swtl»#rlirtfl 
IHM* pefhtf« 10 foUovr from one ©f hli mdcemw personal 
Ümi Kirne tfcir>ii wI-t*c caiuc tack 10 him ai Ion« Inutrrali 
Ire« «w tmtxti *r«k. 
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ehangc camc awl it i» to thc peräod atibacviuent thcrcio 
tfcat hü pcatttt ütcrvy »ctivitT belogt. Hc c^ojmated 
in th« ctüornhip of Im Stimm /•rampute, and wa* on the 
iujT of thc Mtrcm im 19*" .Si/t*. He also contributed to 
ÜAbitik and // Constit*twnmtty Anothcr acoxint fcprc* 
•enti hirn u idcntificd with ihc litcrarr movement ot* 
France, rhieflyon the Liberal *idc. In t8*Ä he contributed 
10 thc Ret** KtuytlopMi$%e. Hc was also odc of thc 
editors of Rabbc*s Biographie UnktrsdU des Contemporaims, 
and it should be noted lhat thc aecount of Scnancour 
puUkhcd in th» coenpilation, while it is oae of the tnot*. 
apptecUUrt of Ihc contemporary mrtxo whieh we bare 
regarding him, U also the moat retioent and, tndeed, com- 
plctely silent as repards all his private life.' 

I should mention aUo that yet anothcr aeeount represen:» 

not ImlBgfton MatoUtDd« tili aflcr the RcMoratinn, 

that ra, KUbK-qucmly to 1814, in which caa* «wral of hi» 

BOM bopoum »orts vookl Ihm tarn Oh pcodact -.-i ■ 

»ccoud kojouni in Swiuerland. This aecount fuithcr tut« 
trut it was only at a calmer period, namely. when tberc was 
no lon-icr dan^rr 10 ihc emigr}, that hc took 11p his abode 
in faoGft Hut Thc facia are agatnst thi« view 

Thr füll lim of Senancour 1 « works is aa followa, onc initial 
puhlication, not paniculariscd as to title, but describcd 
aj> a üilurc. being omitted. Uj attribution is KHnewhat 
legendary and tt is unknown to LmOofa 

1. "Revcrie» on thc rrimitive Natur« of Man: On 
Sensation», On Ihr tfajMea 1 U.\;>].mcs» which they (ndicate, 

» To whlob he m\* iniroliwrt b-r l.iY. on« ol thr "ll>rmiu of thu 

Cb*u*»6e J7> 

' Ihc jitil-jt '..1 ■ 10 whom *i» 

l '.auve hmd recvunc tot t>ii>trt<ipl<K i 'l < n(uf «i*Üob «OOMf ulfu; Sentn- 

r..i|i. Tbl ivauli -4 ihc» tnformAlion wu lh*i '.he Krc*t errttc. thni in hl» 

7omh. Teil b«k for hu facti upon CHtrmc**, to hu 10iWr.ce» fram 

'l«r* U ibt c.ui*nc« of Siaancour's ]*i»»tc nnmcnndi tbxi h< 

(Mtfnaatl) 100k cvxpiion. 
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and on the Social Ätite whlrh trould cantcrvc. the most of 
tu Primordial Forms," 179S-90. Demy Svo, pp. xviii., 
340. Of this work thcrc arc two later editians, thc «cond 
in 1S09 and thc third in 1833, thc tuet being Bubjected on 
«ach vecation to rtry cunsiderablc llftflHlfltl H wuuld 
KCUl ftUo thftt thcic wa* u pirulcd ui (ufgcd cdiliuti, wliiclt 

» mentioaed by M. Levallois, but as (o which thexe aie m> 
particu-Ur*. 1 

f. Okrxwnn, two volumc*, 1804. 7 DcmySro» pp. rüi., 

«., 384, anjjs». Rapnbllfhadvfthi reftcebySsJ&u ik-uve, 

1833, and agutn mih preface by George Sand ; the In: : b l 
p*dbumoiis edition, reprints of whick arc still ciiculatcd in 
France. A considerable portion of thc original edition of 
Okrmam* w» uansfcrrc<l 10 thc »ccond edition »f Ehe 
AVrvrft*. 

4. "Of I-ovc Considercd in thc True Laws and in the 
Sockl Forms of thc Union of the SeJtes," 1806, Svo, pp. 
iri, 2S7. A Becond edition wa* pubfohed in iSo8, witli 
mBBychangnandaddmoii* , and n thirü, witfi »cw iub title 
aad Curihi-i aSttntiooa, in 1829.' l'ourtk cdiiton, 1834. 

5. YaJrmM, a play, 1807. 

4. "Main Obserration» Addrewed to the Congress of 

Vicnaa by an Inhabitant of the Vo»«c% M 1Ä14. Svo, pp. 33. 

7. "Sceond and Final Letter from an Inhabitant of thc 



1 Um nama U p«rhap« to a prcicndod wconcl •liunn, h-v/ing ni*oly 
• Mf* |kV. i* wlitch f.n# ll wnuM 1* « il«k» at ll«' |M| 

ally c4lheMlh«r« huv ' taooow on * iAir, ,„ ,v f r ; 

tfcc IMtfttMi Mi trv vi 10 ODOlbH <*0fk aQd (D lUCh tcrrm U woillli mnlce 
ttta^0Mit4r in brlierr tbal hr vu n ;«rty tolle drvicrai nn carlirr prnut. 

• tt •«• iMUcd in ibm »tjfc»: (ifonocdinnry [>nper ; |j) n»/ ixrri/n 
4\%Mt JAfmOmi , (j|) » 8r«r cof.ir» mrßafia nttta. An Inda of ■■« 
!«(•» «w p»nx*l 10 ihn adttoo, DU H e»»™ "» W« of in« *.-. 
wim ntrtBKd. 

» weA v*s rtudtoi btllcrly «Ad unMrupulouftiy in thc Ott 
J>mc* aaAib«capr*tuWilJon<rf3cn*< "'<uc«J '«ile i" nmutilaicd 

tonn. I hexr ■ * IüU iccatmt ol thu epixxlc tu Lc luund in the ootea to 
Um m*s*4 cIjiko cl |be KtxtrUx. 
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Vosgw on MM. Bonaparte, de Chateaubriand, Cregoire, 
Hamid, Äx.,* 1814. Svo, pp. 36. 

8. Two brochutts published in iJJi4and 1815, and respoc- 
tircly cntitlcd " June and July" and "July 141h." Svo, pp. 3. 

0, "On Napoleon during the Hundred Days," anüther 
broehure puhliahed In 1815, 8vo, pp. 16. 

1: "Oritical Observations on lhe workentttled 'Genius 
of Christianity.' . . . Folio wed bysome Reflcciions on Ehe 
writings of M. de B (onald) relative to the taw of Divorce," 
1816. Svo. 1 

ti. " Free Meditations of an Unlcnown Kccluse, on De- 
tachment from the World And on oiher Objcets of Religioui 
Morality," 181g. Demy Svo, pp. xx. t 43». A second 
edition nppeared in 1830 and a third in 1854. 

11. "Suminary of the History of China," 1814. Second 
cdinon, TÄ2S- iSmo. 

13. "Mural and Kcligiow Tradition* of vanoua Nation»," 
1825. i8rao. Second edition, 1837. 

14. "The History of Rome." Twovolumc* That deal- 
ine, with the Rnmnn Republie appcaxed in 1827, and that 
conccrning the Roman Empire in iSj8, tB 

15. "Isabcilc." A series ofletter3 addressed 10 Clemenre, 
1833. Demy Svo, pp. 304. 

16. " A Vocabulnry of Simple Truths," 1834, being No. 
108 of a |»opuUir library {BihiiotMque Ityufairf), under lhe 
editorship of A. Jas»on de Graudsagne. 

One of the sc works, namcly, "The Suinmary of Moral 
Traditions," brought hiin for a »eeond time into OOBfid 
with authorily, bot only on the publication of the second 
edition, when, in the ycar 1827, he was subjeeted to a 
proaecution on the pari of the corrcctional policc, beeause, 

1 A cuiMpirAcy vi »ilrnc* w*.*cAfn«t on ftgunst tlm irs«. No Journal 
uf ilie pcrkxl wiu, it tt »*i J, |«:rroil Ivü to annoimoc it, and il» repubücatioo, 
10 long altmranU an iBa$. was lorl>i<ldcn. 
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in thr work ander qutatton, hc had spokcn of Christ mcrely 
as a young man of wUdom. Judgment was pronounced 
igainst him with a finc of 300 francs and nine momhs' 
imprisonmcnL This decittiun was reversed by a superiar 
court on January 33, t8a3, apparcntly to the great juy 
o( thc Liberal «ction g| the Freuen prcss. Senancuur's 
gtncra] opinions on matter« of revealcd icligiou appear a 
ytar later in his contribution, alrcady mentioned, to the 
Emtyflcpxtä Rtvicw, bring an artiele on a work of 
Salvador, relative to thc institutions of Moses, in which hc 
apre* with that forj;ottcn writer, whu has ceased to bc even 
1 nanu:, 1 that as rcgaid« ihr liest maxinis of morality, there 
irc nonc in thc books of thc New Testament which arc not 
fand in David. Solomon, luiah, oreven in the PenLUeuch, 
a Cnticism from which DOtbing seems to follow but thc 
imhotthty of the prriod, ic-which alonc it woiild \u- ptmihlc 
tonggest, as ,1 point clljrjhlc for comroversy, that momlity 
bepn with Christ. 

Tfee whole life of Scnancour dunng his re&idcncc in Paris, 
»bell wc mar lak« to hav« last cd practically frum aüout 
the J**t 1S03 until hi« dttth 111 I.S.J6, wa* OM of a lOQ| 
strugglc with poveity. Bai wurks, though nuoicrous, and 
not cntirclr wuhout distinetion even in hix own day, could 
have attained, ia most raacs, only a moderate circulation, 
and there is notbing tOMgjjeat thtf ... y patd hü 

boofcscilcn, they could have been a s.outcc of any substantial 
pro6t to him**lr. Likc thc majonty of professional authora, 
wbose bot work is cither above thc level of their epoch or 
ia tof aome other rcaton confme-d '» EM :i;»pcal only to 
rcatricted eirclea, hc derived innai of hia subautenet from 

» JotrjA HatnOc*, IJoctor of UMicIn» of ihc 1 p M i t|.-llWr, a 

6mcm4mt «* «•* of ih* Jnrfeh rAcnfUcsesIkdfrom Sptin fcy lhceilioi of 

PWi f t»M>l «r.| [W«4U, bo«n i;'A wut ihr autli'T of ■ wurk uo thc 
"* L*v «f Mwes,' t3&* tnd oi • •■ Minor* ofiiir immunem of Mosnaad 
ofibc Ilrtm Paoplc'iiii 
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what wo now HD '1 a» hack-work, wnling. as l havc 

ilicady mdicaicd. loi thc pieu of tlic day, a&sisting in tt:c 
compilationof dictionaries, and, worst of aU, bccause of thc 
labourthat it must have involrcd, undcrtakwg *inglc-handed 
thr manufarturi- »C Therc is cvidcndc to 

show that hifl povr ny ams DfCrledoo were for long a vcry 
hluer expftricnce, bcoausc M thc opcning of his life hc had 
evcry rcjson to suppose that he would bc more tcndcrly 
dcalt afth by fortune. In thc end hc is iaid to havc b«. ■ 
tcaigncd to hi* straitcncd ways, though for onc moment, as 
we Icarn froni hll latc-st biogrevhet, he drcamcd of «omc 
material ictivity, which, curiously enough. seems to hatc con- 
nected itsclf with thc idca of following Napoleon »nto E 

In iplu of U\h pMriioal obvcoriPfi hc ftppearft to havc 
had many ut:<|U3intancc&, if nut fnenda, among luerary men 
pttatpl EDOra disiinguished ihan himsell at ibeir period. 
ihuugli Ins own work bas now suivived most of them. U 
would appear that thc Legion of Honour Wal iiliimately 
conferred QpOO Mm, 1 though ihc etoss hsclf never camc 
intio his handa. Hc was a candidate in tfl$*,and on acvcral 
«ecartions, for clcction os a member of the Acadcmy 
of Moral Sciences, and he was actually for a considerablc 
period ossociated with a minor body tcrincd thc Historie*! 
Institute, He was Ittpamud with Vmet, George Sand, 
1;..hjjiii:ti ( .iiit.mi lad s.iinif-Hcuve. Hc owed sonn- 
to auiiianre fror« these names, and U was possibly such 
Literary rather than political influcnee exercised in hi?h place» 
which iiliimately obtained for him a governmem ptnrion, 
thc amount of whkbj imwi-v.-r, fau not BBMpbod- U we 
may belirve tuui, as i iCii-H 'i tbil urmuiiy, he was reUeved 
to some p .i i ein thc nccct&uy of juurna.isui, such 
Dflv.inia^e wa* t il inay bc leared, countcr'alanccü by eun- 
sidcrablc sußenng towards thc closc of his lifo. 

i Ttuftwuk ••' 1*41, •■» * ■-■- uw i il ■ .>4i"!.anofthflCoinwdo l'un 
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Tbougli somc duubt is cast upon thc point by Levallois, 1 
ulicr tiiographcit agrcc b saymg lhal dunng \lic wliole 
penod of bit residente in Paris bis health »as morc or less 
bad, whi.-h fftCl tfefl pCMgJtfett of thc hiographical diction- 
ttiea Http to rwo causes — firstly, hfs early devotion 10 the 
very strong wr.itc winc of Lc Valais, and, sccondly, a fall, 
together wilh a long immersion in an icy torrent. Such 
wihocity u may be hcld to inhere in Obermann exists in 
tlat work Cor both caplanations, which must be (alten for 
•hat llify are worth, Scnancour died st St. Cloud on 
januaiy ic, (846, havmg, >t is said, pieviotisly lost thc use 
0/ his litnbs through succcasivc attacks of an aggravated 
form of gouL One of thc infonnants of Levallois alludes 
to bis ipeoal dcüic [hat no priest or minister belonging to 
iny ol thc officio! comrauiiiont should be coJIed to his 
death-lrii, bttt other auihonty, outside his gcneral intcltcctu.il 
ttndencies, doea not exist for thc statement.* His portrait 
was publuhed in L'Ututfration on January 31, and the 
obiluan nuiivc which aecumpanics it describe* hiin assmall 
in ttaxuic, refincd ol featurc, wiih an air of distiitcüon and 
youth which hc prcwrvcd 1.. 0U ttotl idnitttd a^e. Hc 
had a hroad, open forchend and fair hair of fine icxture. 

Scnancour left twn childrcn, na alrcady mentioned, a 
son and daughter. The son followed a military carcer, and 
tbe daughter, naraed Eulalic, long acted an thc secretary of 
btr fallier, and wrote subt«n{ucntly a varicly of unimporiant 
«tont* designcd, I bclieve, for thc amusement of childrcn, 
besidesdoing various journalistic work. 1 

1 ■ TV ««akueM of in» Uler yaut hu» boen mueb CTarKcr«tcd, iml 
hn prdettiMu cvmisc* *l ihe *ge ol uily-eigtil «tr mefitiunn] in üu» 



• M. LcirtlMfcKtfM (" !,, iiij vhen lw viy» ihn vjch micmil 

*U K«Cf «HudeO (<> b|f eutitf of the childieu of Setiju«.vur al uny of tbclr 
ii'jwi wiwmiiDiH. 

1 A iNMMt tatlüed 1 .^mtrrw* *nJ P**ir<imJ » ta Cm» 

ft iMmtmü. 4 um« afUail Napoleon, in ated by Lcv&IloU. llicy ttc 
«M**/wti ulber üuu furjiuiica 
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Such, bricfly, was the life of Senancour, and it jnstilies the 
NttODMl rnade at ihc bcginning, that, apart from any title 
10 consideration which will hc found in his wrilings, it is 
dcvoid of special fcatures of imerest. We cannot capand 
its outlines so iii.il it shall e&ceed the common strugglc for 
subkistence in the common life of letters, and it was en- 
ringed by tha micrcsls, and hampered by the lendencies, of 
one of the most »oulless penods in the history of modern 
times. Its fcw intern«* do not escape from the Charge to 
which the c poch is open, A somcwhat pusillanimous flight, 
or at least .leparture, to escape a calling which the fugiiive 
did not rejeet breause it lud fallen from its high estate, 
and for which at tts best lie was inlinuely unfil ; 3 silly con- 
ncction, pcihaps even a squalid iiaiton ; an unhappy aud 
misnianaged marriage ; the humble life of a Journalist 
embedded in the disenchanting tr.idiuons of 1815 and 
arm ■ these are not titles to consideration or remeru- 
hr;i nre, and if it ean hc shown that the Senancour who 
wrote Obermann und the "Free Meditations" was really 
nothing more than the Senancour who was in agTeement 
with Salvador ; who was prosecuted by the correctional 
police ; who compilcd mournful historical sketches of China 
and Ronie, intetspersed with mot.il reflections and designed 
to hc uscful ; who, in finc, drank the white wine of Xjc Valais 
and died of the gout — then to trnnslaie Obermann would 
bo more inexcusablc than tohave written it in i8o4,bccnusc 
w..* !i :vc nnw means of knowing better. It is my intention, 
QOWtver, to shuw thai liiere was ,1 Senancour who did not 
appear on the boulevards or in the Mercury of the A7m- 
tttnlh Century, thoug», in many respecis, he may bc said 
to carry a not Ich dcplorablc baggage than the wallet of 
JiuJ.ih Iscariot At that best, however, hc was exotie to his 
period ; he wa% (n faet, a man of vision, and he beton j;* at 
his best to ctcmiiy. 
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Before procecding funhcr it may be decraed dcsirable, 
in Übe incerrst* of tri« read«, who h probably cnacquaintcd 
at finl band wilh Qbfrmann, *n<J know» nothing of 
Seaaaeoor othenrise than by uw-rrtam report, !o put on 
record, as a kir.d of credennnl». what hu been wid 01 him, 
boto in and out of hi» own rountry, by a few dislinguished 
ptnooaliti» who were familiär thcmseW« «Ml 0$trmtMm\ 
•ad at Icast wiüain emb Bfflitt 6MH 10 Ngtfd ", likc the 
wrfccr of thia notier, as | BOtt boofc Ol ordinal of a soul 
erriet on it* way unguidcd thjtNJgh the world of lifc and 
tiaae, but, amidst all darkneu, wavering, ciicumambulation 
and unrest, still lookini; only towards eternity, and in ttnU 
dirkecta | ton of the 

InÄniir ' hc no need to go far In ar-arch of auch 

witnesse*, MX yr-t in mnlnply the evidenecs. and perhaps 
linder the ctreumstaneej the plainer way will be to takc an 
«nprttentious coune and give simple 'jui'inoti». MatlhflN 
Anx&l »>s that "The prufouml uiwardncss, llic äußere 
;'.y, of Ins priiici)nl wurk, Oifrmamn, tlic dclmale 
fcehng for Naiwc vhfcfa kl CT iblta, .cid the inclaucholy 
eloquence of many pauagei of it, have attrieted and 
charmed some of the most remarkablc spirit* of this (the 
nineteenth) Century. . . . The wir of all the main forces 
by which modern tife ia and has been in?p. sUod, Üvcs in the 
IcUCrtof Obtrmann; thtdUsolvmg a$;et.cieiol ilieeighteeoth 
Century, the ficry atorm of the Kreuch Revolution, the fini 
faint promise and dann of that new world which our own 
time is but now more fully bringing to light— all these are 
to bc feit, almoM touched, theic. To nie. indeed, it will 
alway- .<vene« of Ihi» produetion can 

fcardly hc rated 100 hl 

Sair.:c Eeuve deaeribesScnaiitviuraji a pupil of Rousseau, 
but original and iruvrformed. Of Obermann hc says 
tbal it iei-«.txli only raguely to the nuthor*s biography, but 
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fully to his paycholopy. Of the work itself he says thnt 
it U " ihc truc type of the moral Situation of which Mni 
rcprcsents a momvnt only, and lhat in an ideaiüted 
tnanner." And again, in lliv Portrait* Cvnttmforaint, 
{fom. i.), he descnbes it U " piufuuud radier thati bcauliful," 
and as "the book ol the sutiering majonty oi souls, 
their oesolating his'.ory, their mystenous and uncorapleted 
poem." Thcn ofth* auth«r, m ChUf*nhri*ndtt snn Croupe, 
hc says: " M. de Sonancour lived os a man of consoence 
and of viriuc; lic hau not reaped glory, but he has had 
friends ; he hat had admircis, (ew, secret. but devoted after 
their mannet and irapassioned ; he has his secret postenty, 
which will rVMin faithful to tritt" 

The destiny dcpicted in Obermann is descrihed by 
George Sand as mnjestic in its miaery and sublime in iis 
infirmity. Its highest and most perrnanent value consists 
in its psychological data, and it is principally from this 
point of view that it should be examined arid intcTTOgated. 
"Grantmg, as regards us slandpoint, that the desenptive 
and lyrical beaulies of his [locin HC frcquently tioublcd by 
tlic Intervention of philosophical discussions or worldly 
cynicisms, the natural gaiety of his character, the august 
recollection of his most habitual thoughts, soon inspire new 
hyrnns which are unequalled for austere piety and wild 
iu.inJcur." 

In the Iaht resource it may be doubted whether any of 
these criücisms do more than touch upon the fringe of the 
real issues which transpirc in theconsideration ofSenancour 
and the partirular revelations which are rnade to us m 
those of his works which have been sineled out from much 
that is regrettable and more that is tutile a* containing the 
message and »ceret romance of his inmos: 3ouI. The 
English entte dwclls upon the sentimental aspecU and the 
Circumstances of the penod which roade Obermann 
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potsible ai a productkm of che human mind. Sointe-Beuve 
hinU at one source of intellectual derivatiun, and adds whal 
i* tfuc eiiuugh, tun u not all nur evcn ihe yreatcst pari of 
t.'ic truth, nauiely, Üiai thc buok Li tlie hi&tory o( thc growih 
of a mind. The important point about O&trmann El 
that it is a soul recounting its erpcrienccs, recording its 
*pcailn!ion\ «nd Nfbltflflg Itt qucstionings in thc Valley 
of ihe thodow. George Sand redur.c* ihts lorge view 
wiiiiin ihc dunensions of a curt mcuphysical Statement 
oouched in technical phraseology which is too bald to 
x lugKcstion. and then falls back upon a litciarv 
M i»!i;, h)i:i Ii, for thc ie*t, is cxLicmely iruc and mim bc 
almont uhviom lo any readet. Thc bnef citatiom I have 
Kiven will not lew carry thcir füll weicht, if only in thc 
Kalo of thc ordinary mind, because they are quoted in 
connettion witb names which arc of thosc that have power 
\<j dupeiiftu and •OtaMimes to withhold reputations. 
Tbnc *rc otlicra lhat niight be menlioned, and perliaps 
one or twu who»e Jttdgnw&l would be ruore to Ihe ical 
purpose, but enough ha» becn mdiatted for ihe present 
objetl and it will bc |iermissiblc to pass on at once to thc 
direct considemtion of thc tnic questions that arc al issuc. 

In ihr firat plarr, as regards thc intimate connection 
which ha* been cstablished, partly from thc paucity of 
oihcr nutet u:s and paxtly following thc Icad of at least one 
illuunous entie, bellten SttADCOW U hc hved in thc world 
and thc hcio of Qfarmattn as hü oulward and inward 
n»Iurw arc dcpictcd in the book. Obermann must not 
bc retard cd aa thc biography of its author, but rather as an 
e*ent in his devclopmcnt Some of its ineidenfc* arc, how- 
ctct, cxplaincd naturally by cirrumMances in his outward 
We. Oncift inclmcd, indred, lo specuiatc -a, towliy, secing 
thai the analogi» axe tfl certain respects ao cloac, there were 
other modification» imrodueed whieb remove it, wiiliout 
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usignable reoson, from thc drift of his personal hiatory. 
The motu cotuiderablc and obvious distinction constou 
in llic facl lliat Ctormann is prcscntcil a* a cehbaie, while 
Scnur.i.uur il thc a^e of bis hero fria alrcady married 
— hastiiy, unwiiely and unhappily. Tne reason for this 
principaJ distinrtion may |>rrhap«, howcvcr, be discerncd. 
Obermann i% to somc exieni drCtUBIODOCd a* Senaneour, 
at thc peHod whcn he Vi COllld hart wislied lo be. 

Amidsi all his wcarincss» his dcjertion, his disillusion, 
doubtlcsj cqually dcjecled and disillusionited, Senaneour 
could havc wishcd Dil i>wn linc* c*»t, a* Ihey wcrc not, al 
taut permancntly it the pcrtod whcn CMffBOM wa» 
waticn, in the same nplifted, lonely place« and che »arnc 
tnodest case of circum«anrc. Hc may not at thar. timc 
havc becn actually working OB che press for bis brcid, for, 
n-. alreody wen, and fbQO*tD| his private memonnda, 
Obermann was «ritten in 1801 at Pari», 1 and in 1S02 and 
|art of the neat yeat at Kribourg.' Hut hc knew ihat Paris, 
to 1 liefe hc retuincd petmanenüy about 180^ was his 
dcstmaiion, tbat journaüsm was his destiny, and that thence- 
forth hc could tr&nsfrr hinnclf mcrely in Imagination to 
Saint -Saphorin, to Lc Vataia, to Vcvey, living thc life of a re- 
rlu«cand a concernplator of the ages, yet posseised ol what 
to htm would havc becn the purse of Fortunatui, namely, a 
modest competence, an income secured lo bim yearly. 
Now, as he dreamed thus of linancial ease, so I fear [hat the 
unnappineu of his married life. fully dctnonstiaicd in thc 
only life whicii wc have <>i hhn, led nun jIso to picture, as 
something comparativcly desirablc, the celiOacy of a young 
man at thc same ttme yeamingforej>mi«jnion5hi|., mtimacy 
and love. As indicated already, other dcpariures are le» 
casy i< ni für, but tbcre would be no purpose in 

1 At ibe Hotel Beauvais. 
1 Or. more meily. at Ära in Ihal neighboorbood. 
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encmefali(i|[tl]<.-i:i I .n- . thc onlypoint that ii ofimportance 
co etublUh || that QfcnMM u thc spinlual history of 
ScDarKour, 1 thc life of hi* soul laid bare, and thii is also it« 
prt-eminent title to l raiinn nml thc ralid «round for 

oifcrinK it ta EnfllUh rc-ader* wiihoüt abmlj/mcnt. It mit« 
bc nonfcftsttri. u »Hl hc »ern xuhaeo,ucntly, that it oontatns 
many pcriahablc Clements, and not a few which are, indeed, 
long since demd. It is, nodittutanding, a pcal book of tlic 
hkk and this 11 not Ich its truc and proper detcriplion, nor 
: <ritually Icm valuablc, because it i» a book of ihe soul 
in darkncii, x dar k neu hroken by flashet of stränge light 
fitfully, x darkne« not »anfing tlic permanent scint illation of 
tar »tan in thc eenith, and talpHatingthrous:hthchcightand 
tircadeli witli thc sense and »adm--.-. »f :!l(> Infinite. One of 
thc Chief ptirpnac« of ihia intruduclton h tu shuw that this 
spiritual darkneit of Scnancour, os it is made palpj-blc to us 
in Otorm»!»*, was at length kmdlcd or innltratcd by a 
i morninR IirM, in a latcr eomposition, and this in 
%nch a wayat to make it pasi all einübt that hedid at length 
mti-f mto a mcaiurc of thc poaae^ion of thc flfly. 

It may bc adviaable at this point to correet one ennr of 
appreciation to which 1 bclieve that some currency has been 
giftn, loa in thc criticisins of Obermann which have 
apptved in bookb or pcriudk'al«, whcre 110 one ha* becn 
»ofnCacntly «triou« to concern thcmvclm in any carcful 
aualyaia, than in an unwricren fpjmmVil] prcvftilinfl amnng 
the admircf* of Senancour who are not profesaed critics. 
Thc letters arc not, as sometimes supposed, to bc taken, 
noc arc they perhaps even in thc intention of ihr ftflthot 
a)toK*th<r dca^ned CO bc taken, av thc impffCMdlUted 901- 
pourinpof a jenutne concapondcnce. Tbcic arc ccrtiinly 



H. Lc**Dou hu oudi * eareful tradnit of wrtiio komiIoo« »wl 
pmonil 10 SmnvAn throufb th# original AVwvwr *nd hu mci wiih 
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«ereral p,i8sagc5 which could be quotcd in support of 
ihls view, but they appear, I think, rncrely as the notion 
of x uiornent and aic not rcally bome out by that wbich 
precedcs or follows ihem. Even giving füll credit for the 
general fact that the guisc of such 2 coirespoudence is on 
the wholc tolerably carried out, it is still, 25 needs scarcely 
bc xatd, not to bc taten seriously. Senancour was dis- 
coursing to hitnsclf of hiraself andof Ins own mystcry andof 
the enswaihing rnyatery of outward ihings. ff there arc 
parte herc and therc that possess the unpremeditated accent 
of unconventional Ictterwriting, they cannot be regarded 
us nurncrou5 in respeet of the bulk of the work, and in any 
broad judgment it must be held that the unooncetted accent 
is beirayud at evay point. The letters arc for the tnost part 

..wi... v.c productions. Uwe miatpired p*0M HbÄcb, 
likc all inspirations, arc unconcetted, but there aie many 
dull, trivial and tediou» pages which, if they strove after such 
an impression, would not be redeemed by success thercin ; 
bin, «peaking gcnerally, tnere is not, I ilunk, sucecss of any 
marked ktnd. tn other words, the colloqnial parts arc of 
letss interest, and if they arc hcld to be worth including in a 
tTanilation, it can only be for the «ake of complcteness and 
for |rtyc!iological cohcrcnce. Such portions are the bürden 
of the translator, and it cannot bc altugclher incquitable if 
they do not prore light to the reader. In translating I 
have, so far as it «eemed to me possible, set asidc the 
colloqnial in favour n{ the philosnphiral style» and I do not 
der that this course has added, at least unnccessnrily, 
to the beaviness of a part of the work, for much and too 
much of it is of ihis order in the original. Therc is füll 
proof that my general sUndpomt in this matter h correct, 
and it lies in a fact towhich allusion hasalready beert niade 
in the bihliographical part of this notice, namely, that the 
second edition of the Rtveria swells the number of tts 
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pftjpt, u comrwrcd with thc fint, bj thc Atopie mcthod of 
liftinj; afaoll CCtfaOI frorn Oforman/iy a proccft* which 
would havc bcen to my rnind inconcclvahlc had ihe latter 
wo* been of thc unprcmcdiuted ordcr that is claimcd for 
ii by those who rvgaril ii as an unconvcntional cot re sporn! - 
cnc*. The Mvtries, as necd liardly be baid, uro of a 
faighly pMIClfffW ol U(t| mdccd, rcconditc otdcr, and the 
tact thii m thc amhu:'* opfadon ibcy could be made to 
blend wiih selections from Ofcmann i.i proof positive that 
OkmatiM really, for thc most part, and ccrtainly as re- 
gvds thc best (herein, is also of thc philosophical order. 

I »hall venture now, in thc intcrests of clearncss, to put 
in a »tminury mannet a few lieads of the con&idemtion» 
n iv dcsirable to lay to tieart in uudcrtaking any 
scrioua rcllcttions upon OltrmaiiH. It is a work of 
Initiation m more than the senue intcnded by thc uuthor, 
who malcr* tixc of ihn idca in hi» prclimirvtry "hxCrvations, 
and it U ofTerert m its Knßlinh p,ui*e on!y to thnsc whn arc 
initiitcd or who are capablc thcrcof. The paycholoftical 
condition which it dcpicts, taken in conjunction wich nther 
fiekls of cxpericncc into which the author enteret] at a latcr 
•tage oJ h» lifo, <i0er« c,ruu"d for refleclion which would 
tmWkbl« by Uic ordinary reader or thc ordinury 
thoughtful man, or even by persona dispo*cd to «elf- 
impTovcment along recognised and Convention»! lin«, 
Obrmanm is wholly and entircly distinet from what u 
lood 11 iilly by thc French memoir or Frcnch wr- 
rtip**d**sr intime. Ii is a txx>k of the "sorrows and 
upirauonfc" of thc aou), not less imporunt, ax alrcudy 
potnied out, because it dcpicts thc sou. m rfarkne** and 
Inhibition, and if we are unabte to afötiu that Scnancour 
nsached any term of real spintual experience, wc shall still 
Ic*** him »t a hopeftll BtlfQ upon thc road. 

Having eited onc ftet to nhow that Qhtrmann cannot 







XXVI 



BIOGKAPH1CAL AND 



bc rcgarded cithcr as a real correspondence ur as a suc- 
cesaful artempi tl the Imitation of one, I should add in 
justice, and perhar* in fimher proof of my pomi, that ii 
would also bc erroncous 10 describe it convcntionally as an 
imaginary corrcspondencc. lu cpistolary form is to some 
tsxtent aeeidenul, or a matter of eguvenioneu. It i» the 
spiritual history o( Scnan^yur up t-i rt&ifl pouit. A 

ftCcCMid |iart was prtmmed or suggesled which ncvci ap- 
peaxed as 4m.i1, but the work cntitled " Meditation» ol an 
Unknown Rccluse " is the real second part of OAermanx, 
because it is the sequol of his spiritual history. 

If tl is pussilile to ju:.hly ai :i',\ :i it.in:.l;uiuii uf Senancour, 
and uii ihlfl pomi m a wluilc the justincatton inujjt bc 
Obermann itscW, such an undenaking at the present time 
may be hcld lo luve a peculiur fitnoss, for therc is morc 
Ihan one respoet in wbiefa we may bc nid 10 have awakcncd 
froui sonif such penod of disillusion as prevailcd al the 
beginnint; of the nmctcentli Century. Therc is no eiact 
parallel, and the attempt to Institute a specific, much less 
minutc, comparison would be foolish. The analogies, how- 
e\L-r» subttibt, and in oo far as Ihey arc accompunicd by 
BPtfthrjW. Obermann does not less stand uul in the 
ligtit of these as an importaul object-lcsson. It is, in fact, 
the lesson of an evape. The condition of Scnancour, as 
we may takc him to have pictured it in these IcUcrs, is no 
tllogical consotpiciicc of A Belfast AddUM That Address 
ha* now been defmitcly burn-d with all its fonns and ways, 
rnore peimancntly and more effectually [hau Scnancour, for 
some obscure rcason, wished 10 emomb Obermann when Uc 
prefixed to tbc wcond edition of bis Hevtrits the express 
»tatetuent that Obermann would never be rcprinlcd. As 
»fact, itwasrcpriiitedand, moteover, re-cditcd andenlaryed, 
which will not happen to the Belfast Address, unless, mdeed, 
its reproduetion should be required, some tirae or other, 
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also u an object-lesson. The penod of distlhision from 
whirh wc harc emcrjjed must not be repre^med cxactly as 
a produ^t of »hat Address, for ehe Address was r.v 
praduet of the upfd IvOfl) which lifo and it. problcm* 
wen regirdcd, and that aspect nlso produeed diaülusion. 
Tbc keynote of the period was inpterialuun, a word which 
is no* rapidly losin;; all its offensive nicanmy, btCSDtt Um 
uilfllccfual v, h :■ Ii it jyffl m1i..-«1 ll 00« 'Jcad. The 

eorreapondmg atiiiude ai the cIojc of ehe eightcenth 
Century ii rtpresented by the I'hilosophical Dietionary, by 
Condorcet, Diderot and Boulangcr. The disillusion of 
that attitude wa* the icc flu 1 mäinf- to Matthew 

Arnuldrfead cntcn-i! tht ftoul <h Scnancour. He cumrived 
tu emerge wto anuiin r tc npeiaiure, and to discern tiie 
portents at Icait of thai star of truth ind justice which was 
expected by Saint-Marlin, just as wc havo ourselvc» slipped 
KMnehnw llftOUgb dark NU ItUO the hrightcr waten of the 
twtfltiCftb Century. Tbo ptyehologlcaJ fact of Scnancour 
is not, therefore, without tu inlcrcst and importance. Tbc 
^ualitics which ultimatcly brought him out of the constraint 
*nd weifincss ore those which liavc sared u-., and there is 
a wntke in i '■■■ RIO || Uns day, bit» »Ute and liis Mory 
hold up the fcliu» I" 00 0WO« So miulIi by way ol 
anaJugy m Kiuyh dcUoctdon. As tegardt the anlithcM>, iL 
is sufficient to say that the Are* and fervour* of the Krench 
Resolution »und out in contrast to the closc of the nine- 
tcenth Century, the final itocadcs of which, in spite of wars 
and rumoiir* uf wan, Df itnndinj; arimrs. OffttV« todl! 

int:-, werc yt-ara of peace enatactensed t>y pro 
iicsiive amclioia;iun in tiic physical uidcr, by a singular 
«quality of gencral temperament and hence also by few 
«Bthotäasm*. Matthew Arnold, when enunirr.uuiKthcwcr» 
of hi« "tronhlrd day," fonnd tblM only who had contrJved 
to tee ihe path before them, and one of theae waa Scntn- 
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cour. A» to how hc had so contrivcd, I do not know '.hat 
Arnold could Jiavc .ivcn a correct answcr. It ia certalnly 
nol f as he seems to nuggcst, throngh *omc secrct of passive 
emlurance: "Strivc not, die also thou!" To quench ia 
not to «itisfy. The key h fcivcn rather by the inscription 
on the tomb ofSenancour : ■ Eternity, bc thou my refugel " 
H wa& Uie consciuu&ntcs of the soul, of the things which 
Ate not scen and elernal, ol God and our pari in Ood 
and immortality, wluch lituught Scnancour to the enjoy- 
ment of a ccrt*in mensure of the light which hos eome 
upon the souls of a growing eoncourse of persona in the 
prr-i.ni dny, b iransforming thougbt and must ultimatcly 
liansform lifc, and ilmngh in a rcrt.iin sensu the füllest 
experience of ihib light Efl alinusi ncccA&anly reservcd fut a 
fcw, iL ii also destmed tu mlluence veiy largely the age and 
the world at large 

Ilow a man who was intellectually con&picuous for hll 
period rnmc to bc taught of the Spirit at the bcginnlng of 
ihc mneicenth Century, and »hat jirc ihe le&sons which hc 
leaves us, cither directly or by inference, cannot fail to be 
of intcrest ; and to elueidate these points it will be neecssary 
IC tak* a short survey of the letters of Oltrmann, die» 
bcaulir* and their defecls, designed to exhibil the views ol 
their authoi at Lhc period of Ui.it book on subjccis ol real 
importance. 

Thcre arc nt the beginning one or two critiril points 
wKlch, Tir du- Kakeofcleamess, had better bedealt with out 
ol band, as, at one or another slagc, noticc must l»c taken 
of them. I have indicated ulreauy that there is a good 
deal of waste substance in Ohrmann, and to defend ihii 
would be inexcusable to educated di&ccrnmcni and fairly 
im]x»sible even for the least intelligent and disertminate of 
iu admirers. This waste substance may be wntten down 
authoritaiively os those parts which were possibly intendcd 
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to Kir« an acccnt of reali&m to Ihc correspondence. W'here 
ibcrc i* m liyhter vcin in Obermann ihcre U, by com- 
puitou xi lea&t, a poorncis which tends frequenlly to 
become conspicuous and in sorue occasional attempts :xt 
pcnifUfie is not short of pitiable, as, for ciamplc, 1b* dis- 
linnioft betwcen what is proved and what is ccrtain in the 
fofty-seteriih lctter. Why it has been thought advisable to 
retain all thii Ubourcd and weary trifting has also been indi- 
cated. Obermann is a work of continuity, and it would 
be at the cxpcnx of tlic wbole book if it wer* scparalcd into 
ottaehed may», laölaicd rcfleciion», ord«cnptivc pa&aagcs. 
It wonld have been much easier and pleasanter to have cut 
cot all thai I have myself found vipid and tedious, but 
such a persona] fecling is not sale as n criterion, and in 
thas •Cwcbook of a specialis! in self-analysis, each of the 
ooeuit fratvrnity lo whom he rnakes appeal in his preface 
may bc content to mark that which impresses theni and 
leite what lemains to the others. The whole is uscful as 
an «Tent in the growth of a mind which at length found 
othet «upports, escapinj; from the wcarine« of iu own 

and ittalnlng aomcthlng of heaveo and llßht. 
The reader muai, therefore, dcal with the work ns a 
«hole, aeeepting what seems to hira best, over which I 
tmt Üiat he will be in Agreement with me, and confe»- 
ing, for the reit, that there an a thousnnd thing» which 
be muit be prtp;i-«*fl 10 CXCOJC in OS ifmM M, which will 
b< also those mdicated hy me if he is the reader for 
whom I have rendered ib As to others who arc beyond 
my care and knowledgc, there may be .my number of the 
uninitiated vbo arc incapablc of Initiation, for WOOni 
rapiilmrs iiixuiplace«, dcclaimcd from the htlfht 

of vulyar tliuuylit. may form excellent mental pabulutu, 
and who may 6nd some food in Scnancour, should the 
unalterablc providenre of hooks permit them to come 




KXX 



BIOGRAPHICAL AND 



aeross Obermann. Also, i( there should be any onc at 
Chi» day to whom the ptCUlu anti-Christian Standpoint of 
Senancour niay by ehance »ppeal, it is i*>6sible that he 
will takc it to his heartof hextU. Lct all of us, however, 
who aspire 10 be true son* of the doctrine and the light 
forgirc Sonanrr.tjr, ,ii best we ran, all that is opposed to thii 
light, his mclaneholy fsntasic* fin the r3nity of fleefing 
enjoymenta, le«afor iheir tineture ofp«simism than because 
of iheir commonplftce, together with his halting eloquence 
in a hundred natural dcjcripuons, and the final impenitence 
of senthnent which can tolcratc Ell the ninetieth lettcr a 
Suggestion of dietary for the disorders of the aoul. 

Anolhcr siricture which must, I thinlc, be passed upon 
: '/■ ■' •utnn [fl ihat after the epoch Ol" the sorcerers, the 
Grimoire of Honorius, and the dominion of Abrncadabra, 
he was perhap? among the first genuine apostle3 of roere 
words. His pages are often a nmoS&a streain of sound, 
not always tuo aitractive in ils niclody, voieing too often the 
vaguest (juaüvy of sense, uung morc than is endurablc the 
terminolosy of the nebulous and unsignifirant — consuue- 
tions, in a word. without tangible rneaning 

A tncre oce.tsional <Uilnc9s is, of eoursc, to bc expected 
In mch Icttcrs, and is therefore tolerable. Many possagci 
ari? inapplicahle to the modern Standpoint, mnny idens Dt 
exploded, and many disquisitions could have been of very 
little aecoun: even at the period wbeti they were wntten, ;u, 
forcxaniplc, in the fifiy-second letter, the ciscnursc- on the 
influence of clinmtes in the modificnlion of peoples. But 
these thinys are not wor*e or more dry ihan many pages of 
Amiel or Marie Iiashkirtseff, which find (avaur to-day, or 
than the " Journnl of a Self-Obscrvcr,"' by I-ivater, which 
h;ni u. rrii.iiT-.itui, we ni:iy premnnfi ta admlrea, aeeiog ihal 

, ioq, was translxted, in a generation lhat has passed. 
O-casionally it inay be queslioncd whclher iny apology 
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fc» aa unaclec'.td tranalation can bc held to cover cenain 
sections ; whetbei in ihc sc*«nty-second lettcr there can bc 
really an excuie for thecgregious convcrsation with a name- 
le» officer who ordere«! but in whnt way dofla not appear, 
I lü.' which scems to haTC been rjuite triria) with a vicw 
lo ir nt, hm of what also falls to irantpirc — un- 

accompamcd hy a »carineas whirh should hivc at least 
orcrcotnc his listcncr. But Obermann was w dull and 
•o weuied thit it did not mcrease tu* dulness or add to bis 
«bauttion. And thc MM doubt U raiscd by thc fifty- 
KcochJ ktlcr, which offer» x deprevsmg acenuntof adt 
tag fuamty undertaken by a disillusioniscd idlcr and a 
ttraome yoimg man of promise, who doe* not like Paris 
bat permit» himwlf to perambubte its environs. And yet, 
as a redeeming featunr, wc nmy note n certain touch oi" 
Natura and 1 C«riain mcasure of foajgbl lato cnaracter. 
tUu*c* ul Uu* Luid E&igtit bc intioduccd at many 
poiou erf a criücism which «ould otberwise be severe. 
Not infrequently, when dealing even with thc most unpro» 
mi>ing maierials and in none too promisinR a mann. r. a 
«tidden liflht break» forth am! lilnmin.Me* thr vholfc In 
\s'ie.r X\I ini-r* [| an nt. 6 dlsquiftition lipon 

beauty — beiuty as it wai eoneeived, of all perioda in thc 
untreue by thai hopcleu period which sueeeeded Diderot, 
'.cd as it was fr um every grace and nxmment, while 
O+crmanx himiclf, when he intellectualiscd, was no lest 
an eBcomm > jid under anathrma. But even hcre, 

amidit barren diacounc without unetion, a »udden Inspira- 
tion comes unon him ; hccastsatideall profltleasdistinctions 
and identifies for a moment thc sentiment of beauty tritt 
tbe pereeption of ihr [oft In $omc easea we gel http 

of a certain »ort, which w« obviouily undcMgncd by thc 
author, u, fr>r ciarnplc, in thc «ccond fra^ment appended 
to Letter XXXV. Q!«rman/t discouraing on ethics is 
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Obermann in a mo»t raist of unüluminated dcpression. 
He is never more eoromonplace than when he is crying 
Jown the commonplace Conventions of that which passcd 
for wisdom ai the eold daybreak of the nineteenth Cen- 
tury, nnd yet hc helps us lo recognise ihc futüity of that 
wisdum.leiss un acutum of its Conventions than its cssemial 
hollowness. 

We have tuuehed hitherto only upon one side of the 
ficld ui Criticino which is opened out by Ofarmann. Wo 
have dealt with that which is nugatory or unimportani ; 
we have now to eonsider the work as a whole and makc 
also some reference to certain specific points which arc 
ßhitosophirally of yulTicient iniportance, or suggcstivcly of 
Kuffiaenl intereit, to make il wutlh while to indicatc the 
particul.tr ctiors of the writer. Rcgarding the letteraas a 
whole, Matthew Arnold is, if 1 rememuer, the only critic 
of Obermann who pomts out that it i> in the in am a 
work of the sentimental school. As such ü connects not 
only with the "Confeaaiona of Rousseau"; with the 
A'fwW/r littvür. . very tnarkcdly with Üic " Suiiowk uf 
Weither*; in a lesser degree with " ReneV "Aula" and 
the " Indian Cottage " ; but also with morc than one proto- 
type of the sentimental *chonl in England — with Maelccnric 
and his "Man of Feelinp," and, it muat be added, with 
Iß Kadcliffe, even with "The Romance of ihc Forest" 
and "The Mystcries of Udolpho." The Statement ha* an 
air of absurdity, for the delineation of the states of the soul 
has at first sight no common gtound fet comparison with 
the " shrines of Gothic suj>erstitif>n/' the ruined abbeys and 
the mounuin fortresses of this school of romanoe, and still 
).--v il H.„.i ( |^. rt tfa it i p| XÜMn DUagCXQSDl Of mvvcri.-s. 
Hut so far a* Obermann is a work of fecling, it recall\ 
and that pnintiTlly, thccharactcristicquahtyoffeeling which 
itt found in the sentimental tebool, and «pccially in Mrs. 
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FUdcliffe. Let auy one coropare the temperamcnt which 
aanifots ia ihr sitlli Icttcr with ihr disposition of Vilan- 
court «i "Tbc My*:crie* of Udolpho," and generali)*, the 
j-le-aing uiclanclioly which was the chief delight of Ober- 
mann with the same favourite condition ai it is dcscribed 
am« oul of number in connection with the hcroincs of 
Mrt. Radclift«, and thcrwill scc that ü h the »ametempera- 
metit, minus the reii^iom «entiment, elcmcntary as it was, 
tnipircii the vapid and tiresome creations of one who 
was onoe desciibed and sxcepted as "a mighty magirian, 
bred and nourished by the Florentine musei. . . . amidst all 
tbe dreariness of enchantment' 1 ' 

O+rrmxxn is sufliciently many-sidcd to make any sum- 
maiy aecotint of it not so tauch difficult as irapossible. 
TWs is partly, hut not fally, to be aecounted for by the fact 
that it is a boolc of moods — ranny moods, but with one 
oedy that is really dominant, and this is the tnood of wcari- 
Des*. For niany perton», thciefore, its handlest description 
«ouldbe that it is the diary of an «nnuyi ; bul tlu» b not at 
all adoquatc, for, in the fir*t place, it never enteied into the 
besxt of Lhe ordmary mnuye to coneeive the wcanncss of Ok*r- 
m»nn, nor, secondly, in the midst of that weariness, to con- 
eeive the thou^hts of Obtrmann He is rather like an out- 
worn pilgrim of the orcs who, at length brought face to face 
«ob etnnity, exClaims : ls this all ? Yct he is in no acn&c as 
a God who has grown weary, for, of many trifles, there arc 
some which tue him and yct tome wluch divert bim. He 
was so aÜTC to tninutc inconvcnirnces and small disappoint- 
ments that he ihounht ii worth white to devote a leitet to 
tW neeessity of a bo*t on Lake Chcsscl for the benefit of 
the invalid« at the bxths — and for hin own pleasure (Letter 
I.V1I.). Others will retard themselves as having grasped 
the key to the entirc work when they have become satisfied 

1 Ofl ibu potot im fimber 1h« •.wentjr-foujth lolUt of Otormjn*, 
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that the spieen, tlie exhausüon, the pessimisro, the dis- 
appomtment of Obermann wcre all consequcnt on the 
fact that hc was out of employment, and thai he earried 
through the wastc plnces of the immortal soul the bürden 
of his idleness emblazoned with the legend of the mendi 
cant mechanic : a We've got no work to do." I will nol 
deny that the inmost character of Obermann miglil be 
open to him who cuuld explain precisely why he enjoyed 
Ihe sluw wheeling of a barrow laden with grapes, and yet 
withered under the taidiness and postponements of the 
law in a suit the Urne of which did not interest, however 
much it might coneern him. But though want of some 
ilenncd end of a practical kind in Ufe was from timc to 
time a matter of regret with Oformann, or, morc cor- 
rectly, of specula:ion as to wheiher it might have acted as 
an anodyne, he was too shrewd an observer to be deeeived 
by the colourable imitation* and Substitutes which are 
offered by the world in place of the one thing needfu). 
We may note in this connection the practical wisdom at 
the closc of the seventy-aixth lctier, vrherein he felicitates 
himsclf upon the posseasion of a rooderate sufficiency, by 
which he could live without nstentatinn, and affirms that an 
independent fortune is one of the great means of happiness 
and even of wisdom — a vane view, in comparison with 
which the childish philosophy of bread-wwning for ils 
own sake is not only childish but mischievous. For 
mysclf 1 have alrcady indicated that Obtemann is the ex- 
perience amidst finitc things of a consciousnesj that hus 
been awakcned to the things that are infinite and eternal ; 
but I have suggested it a3 a palmnry point of great im- 
portance, not as an exhanstivc description. He teils us 
(Letter III.) that he was m scarch of other manners and 
a new nature, but I think personally that he tought with- 
out lenowmg it the perfect life of ihe transzendental world. 
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In roxny »«pect» ü£mnj*n i* a booW of die laroenUtions 
ol* the soul on a journey from die centre, wbile ii knuwg 
well that its tat remains at tbe eentre. 

Thcxe are ye: those who will describe O&erm.inn, becAUse 
he doc* so hini»clf praetically 1 n% a hermit hungry for 
companionship, especially for the aight, ihe society, the 
intunaey of a irue friend ; hut, foiling that, grasping at the 
ebaoee of securing die friend of that irue friend, who also 
aod morc especially, n the brother of a womnn whom he 
hai lorrd. By many subtlc hintt, raany umniended and 
incomplcte revelations. many indireet openings and in- 
siftbia, we discera how much thit lovc and the disappoint- 
cneat wliidh cnsaed upon it have contributed not mercly 
to his disenehantment but to his permanent los* in life, 
bis inwUectual enervalion und ihe eonsiriction of all his 
dettiny But alihough u is obvious that Obermann, likc 
lh< r'tench uiystic of a generation betöre, to whom I shall 
h*»e occaiion to recur, rery obviously and earnestly de- 
sired, CTen while he misdoubted, the married State, yet the 
book is not the produet of the dreams and the longings 
of a eelibtec; and in this connection wc should remember, 
finil), that Scnancour himsclf had becn married, and, 
aeeondly, that no general description of Obermann which 
would not be truc psychologically as regards Senancour, 
caa be taken to reprtsent it adequately. 

liiere ii ycl one othet description and one explanation 
which » not les» entitlcd to our respect because we are 
gpoM of us unable to aeeept it, at leaat as the whole ttuth, 
and this is the explanation of the Catholic, who will discetn 
to Obermann the history of a soul which has gone utierly 
aitray because it has broken from the anchor of the faith. 
I an doacribing thia point of view somcwhatconventionally, 
so u to bo truc lo the ipirit of th« critidm, which in- 

■ Leiter LXIX. 
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variably finds us expression in a Convention. The case is 
iu streng as thc assumption upon which it reets, antl it is 
only bv realisittg that it yives cipression to but a pari of the 
truth that it is possible to »et ii aaidc. Othciwise it puts a 
cirele about thc cntire cxpenence of Obermann and accounts 
Cor it pagc aftCT pagc and line by line The MMUllplIOfi h 
thai pious and solieitous parcn!* rrarcd him in thc true 
Church and designed him for the highest vocation which 
can be offered within the pale of its union, but that at the 
agc when he shuuld have actcd upon the choice, he lud 
already unsettlcd his nund, otherwise incxperienced and ill- 
cquipped, by the dcsultory reading of current infidel lilera- 
ture ; that he had conceircd, in conscquence,a strong aversion 
from the lifc of sanctity ; that he broke all lies to cscape from 
it ; ,ind that, onee having eorrupted his faith, hc was hence- 
forth unstable, restless, unprofitable tohimself and thcworld, 
Tbe skilled band could extract pussage after passage from 
Obermann as proof positive that he suffered simply the 
common miseryand daily experience of the suul apart from 
I . !, which at the same time has unce known the light and 
has, therefore. no excuse for deserting it If this book, 
therefore. shnuld fall into the hands of convinced Catholirs, 
it cannot fail to olTer them a signal insfanoe for the fortifi- 
eaiion of ihelr faith, and the explanation for them will be 
&t once eomplete and unchallcngeable. Within its own 
lincs ihere are many of us who will, 1 trust, be disposed to 
regard it as entirely excellent. Indced, speaking t'or the 
»chool which I represent, it only requircs to be resiated in 
the terms of universal religion to expose the whole truth. 
Obermann and Senancour, who for the purposes of this por- 
tionof our study was also Obermann, had the misfortune, not 
only, as we have seen, to be conscious of the infinite and 
the eteinal, but to be conscious that he was apart from botb. 
He wa& separated by duposition, through waywardness, 
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ncklcne« ind the many moods rtf scntimcntalism ; int*!- 
lMRUÜ|f| ihroufch an inadrquatc and rurtow naruralism 
hocn of frumpery philosophical rcading, comb in cd with 
nidimentary Observation and a buurgeois ouüook ; morully, 
by an irrest in his devcluprncnt vtucfa places him in a lower 
groore of vuigarity and cotivcntionaiist» than Uie et hie* of 
tbc street- presche r ; by cduc*non, through ineie crassoess 
and an eye for Utility; by babU, chltfij iiirungh ibc con- 
linual retard of vital maieers in ihe light of their meanest 
pari. AU ihese grounds of unhappy experienoe severally 
and eolleetively instillcd into him their bitter Jessens. His 
dtsposition led him to recognisc an ingraincd inraparity ; 
his intc'Icctual outlook to negard life as abortive ; his nonl 
totiof* to look doubtfully at tue higher sentitnenu and the 

»*;;irAtlum w!i:i:|i U| A. >\v BW Itüfifl | Ml btbffi| Ml im vJ:, 

hil asonncis to have no eye for beauty, uuth, ot sincerily in 
the presence oi a defect, not so much beraube of the 
deooency whirh ir mdirated, but berause he happened to 
tfcatücc it. We mi#ht collect alnmst by rnndnm score upnr. 
•core of rauc* in pnint a* to the mischnnce and miscarriage 
of ans thoughu owing to chese limitacion* of his nature. 
Ohserrc him in LtfM LK X X I. discoursing as a natural philo- 
topber, u a kind of cusinologist ut large, tllustrating his 
aUolute inabihty to undeistand the fundamental problems 
Of pküotophy and creating an msolublc difficulty where there 
» no tround for doubt and no posaibility of two educaied 
viert. The Ute creation of the universe, in other worda, 
ncither 1% nor ran be nn impediment to the human mind if 
WBfrant the fact of creation, noryet if wedeny that faet In 
eternity therc ii nrither lau.- nor carly. Nor is it mic that 
the untrer« ftub*i*ta for a tirnc only; it subsüts, has sub- 
siued and will >.ul»i;it for -Ii tunr, wlm h in aimply the Umit 
of the umreite aa regardt duratton, and outtide it tbere i» 
no time. So much for Obermann figuring an a iMCQtetffl 
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philosopher. As rcgards some other problems of the 
reUtions bctwcen Cod and man, their best commemary is 
iii.ii the writer changcd hin views. But we havc said that he 
had aUolu» ethio, and a »peciniwi which will serve for the 
whulc (xx ur» in l.citci XI. IV'., whcrc he rails against those 
who would dcny a ituc sanctiun lo rutjraitty apart fron» re- 
ligion, and yet in his turn is disposed to dcny that— or 
rathcr it ha* ncvcr Struck him to inquire whether — thcTe is 
a sanction for thc atpirations of thc soul apart from conven- 
tional doctrinc. To suggest that such dnctrine is only an 
accident of the soul's aspiration would havc becn to him a 
5ouroe of aatonishrncnt, though |>osaib!y also to his age, 
wnich had awakened sourly from the dream o( the Wencn 
Revolution, and für the momeni loathedall that was blessed 
bccausc it was itself unblessed. 

Though Icss apparcnt and in some sense, indeed, con- 
ccaled, a sirnilar spirit it at the root of the lamentatioiu 
whtch prompt such Icttera ns the thirty-niiuh, to which the 
truc answer would be ihat in thc last resourcc man makes 
his own sacramenu ; he chooses those which shall be to him 
the outward sign of an inward grate, and he makes tbem 
void at will; yet the sacramenu are always in the world, 
always ministenng and always cföcacious. And now as 
regards the habit and the bias of his thuught, to take one 
inttance out of many, in Letter XLI V. Ohrmann forgets that 
faith in the first resourcc is an act of the will, nnd hence 
Pascal was neither absurd nor puerile, for it is admitted that 
In; would havc becn right a& regarris conduet. But conduet 
is also a ejuestion of re&olution ; like faith, but in a narrower 
ineasure bccausc it depends morc upon seeundary considera- 
tions, it is a question of the detcrtnination to take a certain 
road which experience las shown to be thc right road, and 
it is open to any one to prove it in their own persons and 
80üls on the one condition that they choosc to do so. 
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Wiw ot greai» we barve all of us indinerently the eternal 
juiticc to rtckoti vritlj. After centuries of discuraton it 
ttmtirn impregnaljly ceitain ihal the contideralion of 
eternity is the true ianction of inorals, because it ts that 
«jomideration whicb alonc makes anything of any con- 
•tqotnre. It imparis the onc real and encluring vital 
Import. It hu hrrn AOmetimes said (bat this is a mean 
fiew, bat lifc iwclf is mtanncss apart from the raotivc 
of cternity. 

1 have mentioned thcse few mhunces out ot many othcrs 
»hieb could bc cited to illustrate the limitations of Ober- 
«*** in the presence of the real problerns of caistence — as, 
firtlly, queMion» of »Hat Balmes would term fundamental 
philoiophy, ano\ tecondly, thegroundsof morality ; or alter- 
natively the ba*ii of faith. It tl supgesied by M. I-evallois 
that in creiting Obermann Senancour intended to sub- 
»titute for the man of his period, narrow in individuality 
and panicular in aentimvnt, sotne ideal yet actual being, 
in4«9>cndflut of circumtUnces, hui capable of being affected 
by i!)r*c, dar iiiK much and yet knowmg hou to govern 
hii boldnea» ; pmaciaing cxaltcd laculties, the germ of solid 
moral qualities, ardent »ensibiiity. wide sympathy, Acuriosity 
of knowlcdgr assistrd by unusual powert of eontemphti. n, 
ihe deaire of the permanent, the Aspiration aftcr devotion; 
but all Combi n cd wttli sincerity, disinterest, s>i;upliaty and a 
Singular pasaion for rciircment. I do not think that ihn 
design is reprecented by the result as ve po»sc» it, nor 
dotf * seem to me more satisfactory as a descnptkm ilmi 
iomc of tbose which we have already agreed to »et aside 
aa inadrquale, M. Lcvallois has been himself at the paini 
of »howingua, and I think quite sueccssfully, from the first 
cdition of the #farria % that some at leost of the sensations 
and the personal idcas of Senancour enter into Obermann. 
I betievc that it would be possible to take the whole of hu 
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litcrary work and to dcmonstratc by its analyjis that the 
psyeholo^y of Obtrmann was the psychology o( Senan- 
courat ilie period »lim ilut wuu ini written, anü that, a» 
atready suggcstcd, he aiinply cucumsUnced hts heio within 
thc lincs by which hc would hirn*clf have wished to be 
cnvironed. Thrrc can bc liitlc doubt that hc regrctted hii 
haaty marriagc, and (Viermann to, thercforc, a bachelnr ; 
he regrctted deeply and rcasonably thc loss of his inherit- 
ance, and he wakcs Obermann uioderately easy as regards 
financial inatters- Ue no doubt detestcd his cnforced 
cxistence in Paris, and he givcs Ohermann all thc world 
of mountains. Nor is this all; so gtttt to him was thc 
privation of his poverty that he threatcni hts hcro thciewith; 
so much did hc detest Paris that his hcro for a period is 
furced :o ^haro Mt misery. v. regardfl tbc inner \\k, ihc 

thoughts, ihe aspirations, the convictions and thc bürden 
of taisfortunes, they a/e too real in Obermann for it tu be 
worin insistiog upon that they are other lhan the thoughts, 
asptrattons, convictions and burdens of Senancour, and the 
cxplanation and ricscription of Obermann is that hc 
wrote it becauac it was his own nature that hc was depicting. 
U one mote proof is wanting, we may find it right to our 
hand in the distaste that he feit for it very soon after its 
publicatiun ; bis anxiety that it should be forgotten, above 
ull l>y himseli ; Ins anxiety to suppress it, overcome at Icngta» 
alter many ycars, only with difficulty and only at a period 
when he was removed from it at a sufficient distance to bc 
able to rrgnrd it, at least to some extent, as a document 
and not as a confession, thc detail* of which annoycd and 
even harrowed hiru, 

I do not doubt that rno&i of my rcaders will be ablc 
from their own experience to appreciate this point fully ; 
we have all of us, at some time and in some way, laid 
bare our inmost sclve* and have shuddered at it sub- 
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sequenüy, doc ar ali uccause ul «hat wu icveaJed, but 
»t the £&ct of tbe revelaxioa ; and »e have invarabiy, I 
thlnk, ihcnreforward sought to shut out tbe faci frow 
ounelvn, ratbcr e»en than Crom oiher*, untit in the eourae 
of tirae wc hive oiirsclve* vi rhangrd thit ii hos ceascd to 
grate upon US. Welt, ihcn, Scaancoar wroce himsclf out it 
füll Wcgtb, as he was at the period of Qfcrmann, Ho 
beberrd in no Cod ' — unlesi law, oriier and the fauliiy o( 
bc*h nuy, after iome oliacure faahion, have assumed in bis 
esind tomethiaf of the coneeption of the Dcity — and God 
is ncrer ooee mentioned in Otxrman/t .* he despised 
all ofiVia! retigion, and Odermarrn speales only with 
dtadain of the dhtj mimk and the ascetic who is half a 
roguc; 1 be thoughi :hat the only hope for man was hy 

neb retuxn to Natutc as wu drearoed by Kouucau. 

tbii belicf is expressed not lest fully in Oiurmanm 
than in tbe " Reveries on the Primitive Naturc of Man," 
whirh are exph'eitly devotfd to the »ubjeet ; finally, he did 
not heheve m nrnwrulity, Jnd tfelfl cnntnlaliAn ia, eherrfore, 
denied hia hero. But as I have mcntioned so frequcntly 
airrady, the infinite and etcxnal were obout him, even as 
Ibrjr wete wohin him; exeluded as he was frorn all the 
graccef tbrü nunitUiy, hu wat conicioiM of their presence, 
Ihcir apj<al aml Uhu power, and becauxe he could not 
respond to these they overwhelmcd Imn, and thia cx- 
coaHDunicaiion, thit oonVeiousnest, thi* weight ans all 
in Ottrman*. They are iti sorrow, 111 grcainc^, itt 
rabliaany ; they are itt "title to consideration," to place and 

1 TMS clwriulcn ii offered und« «11 ibe qualifiaiiom whlch mav t+ 
■ ffe im y ia mw c/ Ihe »Uberacnt* on the »ub|rct um oduc*d in ih* «Mond 
•dJBva af tnc AVmtMt, to whlch referenor will t* rrudV »uU+qwolly. 

• TV» uwmm 1« «l»o wb)*ca io * not« «btch wo* * .Med. u will t< 
mm. m « l***r «liion of Ofcrmafl*. 

* M, I***IU*» %*r » Ü*l tie ict «aide relij[iwi tnulitlou wiih rospociAi) 
Ut/nr- l ot*erre no Brno* of onpKl, xnA to irnn hi« rtfer mee» irordctl is 
to oiler tb«n wo hi{h a (HVinooy. 
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permancnce; ihey arc what che boulcvard« did not dreim 
of at ihc beginning of the nineteenth Century ; they arc 
that which separates Odermann from the daily trade of 
Scnancour, b) wtücfa lic buuglu bread for his children; 
they arc teparated by a distinetion of kind and not of 
degree, even a* che/anü vi'vus et vHafit is dislmguished 
from "the bread by which men die." They are, in 
finc, the qualities by which Obermann has persisted aiter 
ihe lapse of a hundred ycars, and by which 1 feel jus-titied 
in offering it to English readers after all this Japse of tirae, 
even to the twentieth Century. 

What did this consciousness, under such conditions, 
produce in Senancour? Wbat eise was it poisible fot it to 
beget but mclancholy and weariness, intcn&e rrfelancholy 
and unnatural weariness, in a ward, the melancholy and 
the pesssmism of Obermann and the wea/incss — ever de- 
icribed but always exceeding description — which recurs ou 
every page of Obermann f l 

My readers will scarcely expect that any clcar and explieie 
aecount of the escapeof Senancour from ilus condition will 
be found elsewhere in his liierary wotk. No pexson was 
tess disposed tu wriie bis memoire openly; no person 
having w ritten the memoire u! his soul, look more p^ins to 
conceal it than Senancour; no person wem to work more 
laboriously to disavow his sharc of all that was best in the 
work. The pcrpctual 6hifts to which he had recourse in 
the altempt to conceal the aulhorship of Obermann will 
he iceii in the notes to that work. 1 have retatned the&e in 
trunslating, thougb I rnust confess that they arc for the 
most pjrt so much beneath cnticism that 1 am tempted to 
regatd their pncriiity as a pufpose of the auihor, pari of 

• Sainir &?uwe wys: "The author Mlovred hl* Inierior llne, *v*r ab- 
sorbal in tili ihougbu of hitttn*»* *n<1 diHprniotmtnl, «feficifM »nd 
breiten destlny, llttleness ind Stupor In prrsence of ihe Infinite."— Pvrlrath 

i.*nUwtf**aint, »Ol. L 



CRITICAL INTRODUCTION 

ih« make beiiere which be adopted in the hope of creating 
a dutinction, prompted by his shync&s and reve rve, txtwccn 
{Wrr*M*i the wnte* of letlcrs and Senancour the sclf- 
rtyled editor. SJtnäat subierfuges are also lound in the 
MWUlüms} and ihere is a Suggestion of retrenchment and 
tdiiiaft even in the unimportant fsaMIt* 

Btu the wfirki thermelves atonc for !hc silence and dis- 
arow the shifu of Senancour. Under what ctrcnmsiances 
we do not kno», not does it iodeed aignify» Ins opinions 
changed wich his naiure, and his nature underwent a change 
offEreat importance and intcrest, which made it possible 
for th« atlthor of Oformann — year 1804 — to be also the 
author of the Mftfäqtimi, year 1819. Wc »hall find lhat 
he who told us in Oberntann how he was in nearch of 
othef manners and a new nature, by some mysterious work- 
inaj» of the Spmt, came to rind both, perhaps in that quict 
and unpzeienuoufi abode in the Rue de la Cerisaie; and 
the unt tbing that will stnxe the reader of the Midihitums y 
ihould hc evtr com« acrv*6 them, is the absence of the 
note of wcjuiiicm. l'iuui tlial mood, from [bat parlicutar 
disability, Senancour has contiived bis escape. There are 
raore synonyms for weirmesj than perhaps for any other 
condition of humanity ; it is one of the Symptoms in chicf, 
poasibly the *ymptom/«irvrir/(V««v, of ihc dinease which is 
not Life, bui acema almost as inncparable from the normal 
eatMcnce of the üioughtful man an ihc (pialuy of lifc 
itself. We may caplajn it by saying that vocation is ihc 
key of Ute, and that vocation, since humanity dcpaited from 

1 SB M P OX ir «ttni: a> Ihr ptrtrndcd "tilur, repotts Ihnt ihc |mpm 
wtaeh bt fbUftM, ha»« htm t«r«md in j ortain Iwrmii who had modo 
hfe i«rM< In ib* htm* of Fonialn»h!«*u and tnen prw^.1« 10 »iplaln whj 
i could 0« ha*e bf#n the irw «uitior. A» thu kmd oT mockrry 
W *wa tO tewly liily (MtfO uf Ibe preliiuuwi» übtet «mimn, it tr» «-n« 
Karvbat lediooi. 
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tue primitive nature ol which Scnantuur dicamcd but did 
not drcam aright, has been nearly always misconstru< ..l bf 
h-imanity. Obfr*nann is * history of wearincss beeause 
it ia a Imtory ol the want of proper oecupation for the 
aoul. Therc is no question, aa wc have scen, of ihe dignity 
of mere labour, of the law ihnt those who will not work 
shall not tat, or any of the kindred delusions. It is a 
quesüon of man's inherent Spiritual energy and of its true 
objuet. Nuw weariness 11 repretented in the Midtiatiom 
as Ihe share of those whom the worM has subjueated. 1 It 
is onc ol the ftuitsof onr misguidance, 3 and lf Senancour 
13 conscious o( it personally any longcr in his own spirit, it 
is only in the contemptation of the t'rivolitics which dis* 
iipate the real strength of man. 8 It is part of the yoke of 
out weakness, but wc are still free, under the eye of l>:vin:iy. 
to ihe extent of our power, primanly, to absuun from 
consent t" evtl und, secundly, to fullil the law. 4 Frorn 
»ucli tmrdcns the way of csea|>c is piain, and our first de«ign 
should be to place ourselves beyond their vressure. h irill 
be seen at onee that we are breathing an air which Ls 
frcshcr, clearcr and purer. The wearmess of Ob/r wann 
is noi the gloriou* f.itigue of him who ha« a&ccnded the in- 
tcllcrtiial Mountains and, sinking worn out at *omc great 
height, has still eyes to survey and a heart to bc enkindled 
at the grand prospects which are about hira. Nor is it 
cither ihe fatigue, the exhaustton and the dcspaJr of him 
who, having thus ascended, ices only blank voids of Space. 
The wearmess of Obfrmann is that of Ihe dwcller in 
marsh and morass, and of the foilower of the 1'aUe marsh- 
lights. The «olitary who speaks in the Mhliiationt moy 
bc denied the alpine peaks, and yet, in the seclusion of 
his hermitage, he has risen higher than Obermann, and 

• lÄtrti Af&JtfaU'Mi, drnii*mfl Edition, Parii, «1134, pp 4?, 40, 
IbJd.. p. iß» » ibid.. p. &** • Ibid.. p. H* 
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so also the meloncholy of the Meditation*— and wc thall 
lind melancholy thcrcm, sine« the highest creations of 
gemu* v« invariable lingrd wjih sadness — is not the sad- 
nettof Obermann. iL u "the dignity of retigious sorrow 
which u alonc ableto sei us iree Crom so niany sombre and 
utetess sonowv 1 » It is the sadness which is not hostile to 
petoe, 1 the *adnc» which rou*t bc expcricnccd in the con- 
tempfcwion of the evils which Surround us, and by which we 
arc ncvcnheless rfirecied towurds a beiler liie. And wha 
u. the Icsson of this sadness? In a hundred ways it bids 
us be engrossed only with reservation in uresent beauty, in 
this fleeting image of the invariable splendours; "here is 
th« place of resistance, Ihe region of expiation ; grow 
sirong in order to sitb*i*t.'* * Thcre will be no nced lo in- 
tmc my reader* to make an express comparison of this 
melancholy with that which embitters Obermann. Jt 
would bc impossible to describe the Miditations as the 
work of an acknowledgvd Optimist, trariing in a process for 
inakmjc üic bc»l of botli world«; it would be impossible 
to atfuiu that Scnancour ever eiadicatcd fioi« his nature 
the peculiir form oi pessnmsm which seems to have been 
implantcd thercin too early for us to V now why it took root, 
hm it is redeenicri, rnodified and tiansfigured in the later 
»Ofk by a perteption of the vistas that arc beyond thts 
lu*e. Hc «tili .itlirnu that " our hcritage is sutTertng, shifting, 
yidding, thcre is no question of voluntarily renwunting 
happinea* od carth ; such happincss exisls not on earth." 4 
Havmg only to choosc between afilictions tbat are sterile 
and ütliers tbat are fruitful, he has chosen those which may 
M leaat lead on to joy. " The sublime sorrow of Ihe ages " 
i« an exprcsaion thai would have appealed to htm strongly, 
as I think it would have appealed to Obermann, but J know 

' t.itm U44iutimt. p u. • Ibid.. p 15. 

■ IM.. p .55. • Ibid.. p * 
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*l»0 that thc Aiithor of the Mfditationt would hare recog- 
nised that here " we receivc but what we give " ; thc sorrow 
ia an impmed snblimity projccted from our own deptha; 
perhaps also, in a very real sense, the sublimity is also in 
ounselves. This truth was missed by Ohrmann % as we can 
infer readily enough from hi* fortieth leller» where ikere is 
a touching description of thc mfluence of ihe beloved on 
the lüver , but liad hc shared the insight of Coleridge he 
would have known that the transfigured nature of the be- 
lovcd is rcally in the üfe of the lovcr. Perhaps therc were 
times when he saw ii in a vaguc way ; there is | hint of it 
in Lhe seventy-eighth lettcr, but il i, narrower to say that 
man hat no happiness except that which he impaits. 1 Thc 
doeuine itself is one of Ihe mysteries of the inward way, 
and we »hall sec Uler on that this lud becn in part realised 
by Scnancour. And we are here on the edge of the secret 
of the great change which had come over him — a secret 
expressible and to bc aecoumed for, by thc thrce words — 
God, Immortality, Religion. The Miditations, in a word, 
are the work of one wlio, by a deep understanding of thc 
law of nature, ha& at last begun tu dtscern the working of 
the law of gracc in thc iruc and central -place of all 
experience * 

The thrce talismanic words just enumeraled could 
not, howerer, have exercised their divine sorcery upon 
thc soul of Scnancour — which for ncarly half a Century 
of its earthly cuslence had been deaf to them — apart 
from some wonderful awakening which gare him ears to 
tieai what the Spirit from all ütue has uttcred to the 
churches that are within us. and this awakening was 

1 This teuer u, idf (he innst put, a pleasantry, hui it u pleuantry 
«ilhoui tiumour. Tbfl bot wmmeM on iw doctrine of vaniiy aivJ 
cmptiocM n thc uppeaJ which tl maket U> Voltaire. 

* Among manv place» to which reference would bc poaubic, aee Lifa%i 
MJtt*tatio*i, p 67. 
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aa oi one out of thrall and bond into freedom and all 
its hopes, capacilies und opportunities. Senancour had 
accuted In* ciiiancipatiun ; he was free lo will and act. 
He was tiu longcr face to face and paralyscd by an 
inöaite taiality apart fcom all discrimmation, all pleading, 
all mcrcy. To exhibit the growth of bis soul. as shown 
in che Af/Jüarionr, wc must then unterstand first of all 
that the workings of the mind had brought about in 
htm a great change as regards the doctrine of the will, 
Lct the reader refer to the forty third letter of Obermann, 
which öfters "prool* positive that we are nothing eise 
in tbe universe than antic figures which a juggler 
dancet," »nd in which the writcr U divided through- 
Oot betweea hts cootempt for the man who has no 
higher notion than stkltmg to his business and his 
jealousy of the happincss which he may find in doing so. 
Wiafaing to be happy, but otherwise scarcely knowing 
what be wanto, he dütcourses of the concatenation of 
»taiiccs and of the ruhng of evenls. He would 
act, he wvuld will, but he is without scope or objeet 
and nothing, tiicrefoic, followi from the exercise of his 
•olition. And it appears from many other passages that, 
albeit nothing it certain, so that the opposite of that 
which he afnrms majr be just as truc» our notion of the 
liberty which inhere» in will is on the wholu morc hkely 
to be a patt of the drlusion which mocka us rather than 
aa «aatntial appanagc of the mind. 1 The Mrditations 
on the other hand recognisc from the beginning 1 that 
the "own will" of the individual man ii on the «hole 

* ITiat which toÜerwt from tbc »pceululion* of Oitrmaim furf boen »et 
4ova. *m w*a rtrtlniiclv, in th« Ktvfrw, tot whieb tbe independent iction 
tf k4**Mol «HI H an impowibiliiy nuhcr than a dreara, and for «lurn 
ibe ilfillimiailHl of humantty »« mmlnglY limltM to in* tum- total of 
(Im iiapi — «im wlucli (t rr«»*e* futm wiihnul. 

1 /_**w MtätauHu, kxood cdilwn, \>. J. 
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better crereised in its abnegation, in which ca*c ihn 
liberty of the just is trucr and fullcr ond happier than 
thc indcpcndencc of licence. And then, recurring to che 
philu&uphical and Büccuiative aspect of the question of 
licc-wi J iUcU, Sowncour ultea in hand the objeetion thac 
libcrty in man, and js to whether he posses^es it, is a 
thing incapable of demonstmion : and while adiuiiting 
thni wc cannot explain freedom in our resolutions, repties 
firÄtly that we ean no better explain necessity therein ; 
that all reason has failed to estahlish anything absolute 
against the libeity of the soul ; and that ■ we roust therc- 
fore adinit the othec mdications of this faculty, the 
sentiment of which seems inseparablc fror» the very 
movement of our hfe." 1 If in this reasoning we may 
«tili trace an uncertain note, it is not the uncertainty of 
Obermann. Senancour has in fact recognised a great 
truth which I have already mentioned in passmg, namely, 
that thc_hishest things execed evidence. He gives et- 
pression to this hi in seif, and beautifully, when he says: 
"That which is true ewcntially is to-day without palpablc 
demonstration ; that which hat no existence after the 
terrestrial manner is that which is abstracl and nece&sary ; 
that which is tet aside as chimerical is that also which 
is mdestructible.' ,, It would bc difficult to put more 
plainly the great and secret doctrinc of the seeing soul, 
that its highest and best lights QOSM to it (Vom regions 
that are outside the sphere of the rational faculty, that 
the insufficiency of »coson is written large on every horüon 
of the world of mind. 

I have tndicated that the nunc of the Dcity never 
oecurs in Obermann, a simple fact which was noticcd 
quile carly in the enticism of that work. I sliould now 
add, what has not becn previously observed, that in one 

» Uhrti MtfitoUont, p aga. » Ibid., p *&« 
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<rf tbe fictitious editorial observations appcnded to thc 
agbly-fuvt Ictlcr, it ib suggested au certain that ihe 
ahcrutjoi; ol Obermann fiurn docltines which he decmed 
ar* idenul did not ortend to fundamental icligious ideas. 
ITiotc who arc difposcd to take senously the belated 
cipUnation of Scnancour's persona! opiniona which appears 
in thc sccond edition of the R£vcries % and whereln hc 
Claims to luve becn always numbercd among deists, may 
eaakc thc mort of lhi& stalrmcnl, but tberc is nothing in 
the text cd* Obermann to bcar out the annoUtion, unless 
thc existence of an Infinite foree having % f.aul Operation 
can be located among fundamental religious ideas. 1 
agne »ith M. Lcvalloi* that it i* ilifficnlt, not to say 
impottible, to recognise deistic doctrinc or deistie aspira- 
Uun» in Obermann} It is not of course eaplicilly an 
ithcuucaJ work. though thc Kivmts, which belong to 
the nme intellectual period, have been so charaetcrised 
hy Sainte-Rcnve* It is sufficient to say that, in its mis- 
rcadtng of the universe, any conscinus realisatinn of the 
tu does not entcr into the horizon of the work, 
vhatcrer private sentiments may have been chcrished by 
the wriler. Ün the other hand this realisition finds ex 
i'toaiou, directly or indircctly, on every page of the 



1 But I axrac tbo wlth M, Lcvulloii wlien lic poinl» out Oiai Vitancour 
na MW ■ Voltiiiun of thc old »chool, ;md Ihn U «jually Inie whethrr 
ha wm dalli or uhrut u in aarty partod or bis Ute It may be fair od 
Ibav pc-nt to »dit teena word* of trt» o*n Jitttlft €»(•••», u IY>Uows : " Ttraaa 
•V» tttv* miio nw ifwl n* h*«t affinnM lhai I aclinowlfdc* na ('.od; 
tm hat« ibey OOtnprcDtadcd ihe w«d>. God. Ilt[bt. ofdef. UM U lUra 
be ao Ood. can mythmg ni»i r . . . I luve fett mpclf. front my infanc-y, 
aadtartbc eye uf ihe aiultcnbä: truih. Amonjt thc tominUcenca of hii 
«JuMhood which ttara auivtvad, U I» a&ld that in hu counlir rnmlilra hc 
a*w faod of oorwinKtinc muuuiira chapMi. improvinnj open-air altan and 
liwiikf rna; f>t-r*MOns. 

• And ihM characteTuauon wu not eftaj)enc«d by Scmumhu wbo, u 
appean by bi» ptt*itc merootand», look exceptton to many mtefowfll 
regardiaa; hu pmantl hutnry, which were vrntured by hu admirms erllK, 
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Afcii.'.ttMnt, It w only thc mndman, as they teil us, who 
pcn\:ivca in thc mixeure of good and cvll which chtrActor- 
ises thc universe thc sign of some fatal law. 1 Thc dis- 
order thereia is but Illusion, thc order itsclf is divine. 
Thal which wc tall evtl ib thc pari which u least under 
»Uhjü by u» in tiiu de&igns of God. It ix truc tlial tlic 
Ucity dwells for Scnancour in heights that arc inacceasible 
to man, "The neeewary God is inaccessible." 8 None 
can presume to know Hirn as Hc is, nor ein Hin divine 
naturc bc revcaled to us.* Our inaptitude is so great 
that herein it becornes iinpotence, and even thc ollusjon 
to that natura is for man a sort of profanaiion. Wc 
cannot alh'rni what God is; in so fax as wc can denne 
Hiiu at all, it is by aftirnung that which He is not. Yct 
in Hü» alonc is reality to be found,* and either human 
reasou is but delirium or thc Divinity reigns. ß Apart 
froin thc faith in Him therc is no true grandeur and 
even no interest possiblc to man. 9 But albeit in His 
es sc nee God is unknowable, in His works He is manife&t, 
and the niere act of living' is in a certain sense the 
aluinment of a measurc of thc knowledgc of Him wiiose 
seil is set upon all that environs us. In certain stränge 
books of rabbinical ihcosophy — in thc great book of the 
Zohar abo»c all — T have met with ihis dnetrine of the 
unknowablc God in whosc knowledge wc advance for 
ever, and though the coneeption was not reached by 
Scnancour along ihis by-way of readtng, it finds in both 
an expression which is analogous because it cotnes out of 
the heart of both. Frcnch naturalis! or inspired Jew of 
CordoYa, the abstract doctrinc was cocnbincd mtiroatcly 
and wonderfully with a wonderful intimaey of possiblc 

i tum WlMhw. pp. tottia/. t ibid., p. 175. 

> Ibid.. p. ISO. * Hd,, p. 004- * Ml, p. 014. 

* IWd . 1», i'fl : H'kJ 1 p. Hl. 
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anxin betwecn thc Divinc und muri, which liAad, in (he 
on« c*M, ttic cxcIumvc doctor Ol Iwacl mto cantact will* 
universal icligion, and, in thc other, thc melancholv 
recluse of Pari*, exiicd from bis mountain air, into thc 
fcflOJlhift not »imply df Rabbi Simron, out of Ploiit.m, 
and. apart fmm all ofllcial Christianity, apart from all 
■Jona] doetrinc, into the fellowship of thc Scraphic 
Doctor and of the nuthor of "The City of God." It is 
not of coune a iloctrinal eoncord, for these thinga are not 
f.f doctiiiie btit of experience, and their modc is onc 
of tuddcn awakcning and instant quickening. Even to 
Oformann (Kelter XL.) '•■ perfume, a sound, a my oflight" 
eould itvnl that "thcrc are other thing* in human nature 
ihan digesliiiri um] .liim'jef." By feudi mcang "the electric 
dkain whetuwith we are üarkly bound " is Struck, as Byron 
puü it in a parallel passage, and whatever the objcct rnay 
be which createa the point of eontact — whcther of flower 
ot leaf or ooean — it quicken? us with patn or pleasure, for 
Our wonnding or hrali'ng. We ean thus *ce what was not 
teen by Ofcrmamt — why he was so affccted by the jonquil, 
as bc rctords in hfa ihtrticth leiter, namcly, becnuse at the 
back of eterything thcrc is infinity. For thc same reason 
a pnmroK is tnore than a primruse for Wordsworth and all 
I»oeti, and so also " the meanest flower that blows may 
bring thoughti that do oftcn lic too dccp for tear*," This 
alio juv.ific* thc inught ,J f l'-iraechus when hc tcstifies that 
he who taites a crost of bread tastes all thc atars and all the 
heavenn Thcrc are two ways in which the mcanesi flower 
that Mow» may bring thoughts too decp for tcara, and thc 
firat H so rnurh rarer than the aecond aa to bc almost im- 
potsible aftcr tnc futt per i od of youthful sensibility ; thia is 
the »pontaneou» eotasy of natural joy in thc beauty of the 
ootward world, and even in the least tignificant part of 
that beauty, Thc second w by thc faculty of reading the 
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meaning» of the mind into all Ihings great and Utile of 
the outward world, and thi* faculty, which, in iw mca- 
«ure is mariifesfcd in OSfnuann, transforming many of 
the pages into poetry, was possessed in his latcr yeais 
in a much larger degree by Senancour, when he had 
come to sec that, great or httlc, in all and through 
all, the oulward world ruanifests the divine which is 
bcyond us. 

Whethcr or not it was possible för Senancour, with thc 
fall and rare sintcrity which always actuated him, to claim 
that his intellcctual position had been deistic, in reality, 
from the beginning, there am be no doubt at all as to 
his views of the survival of the soul after death, and as to 
ihe absolute ehange which camc over him on this funda- 
mental doctrine of all religion. The glibness with which, 
in construeting his bald Utopia, Obtrmann deeides (lütter 
XIV.) ihat dcath ends all, should, in the fitst place, bc 
tiulcd by thc reader and then compared with the laboured 
lucubration on immortality which oecurs in the thirty-eighth 
lettrr lt can scarcely he called reasoned ; it is a train of 
ill-accordant thoughts. The dog-itlustration is not perhaps 
more unhappy than the rest of the Performance. There ir, 
either a common ground of compariBon between certain 
»ituations, in which case they do not counleract one 
another, or there is none, and in that casc also ihcy 
are not in Opposition becausc they are not alike. Apart 
from this, why did it not oeeur to Obermann that some 
pcoplc might aeeept thc dog? He had not of course 
read the " Analogy." Moreover, he HU against Uste 
not less decply than ogainst doctrine, when hc suggesu 
that there roay be a Comic side to the desire for eter- 
nity. Those who can conceive its objeet have a right 
to claim that objeet, and if it is denied them, they are 
defrauded. 
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Such tcinj; tfafl positiou of Obtmuum, unrcctificd, be il 
obserred, by any craeiidations in the rcvtscd Rt'vtnt*, 1 il 
remaics for me to »y that the desire for immortality 
paSpiiatt* OD evrry pa^c of the Mfiiitotiom. " Wiadorn," 
Scnancour edls ua, " prescribes that we ahould do «II in our 
power to deserve a perpetuai duration and by no mcans 
ateenpt to bilance this life with eternity."* He bids us in- 
tiul^e in the hope of entering into new regions ; * possibly 
wfatn the phantoms of this ouiward world are dissipaled by 
the breath of death wc shall behold the splendour of the 
beavvns.* "This perspective, so beautifu! for all, is more 
suited to msatiable souls, to comprehensive minds, 
to tbote who sufler or to those for whoni the earthly 
Illusion has lost its force." J Kor himself he would be care 
fulry dtitin];EUi>hcd frora men who have but a fecble hope 
c< a fnturc hetng, and abore all, from men who have the 
mhfortunc to regard it as chimcrical.* His express State- 
ment ia in fact thai " those whom wc believc to bc dead, 
have cnlcrcd inio real life, and they wait for our dream to 
" : Hjppy .ttc llu-y whu, like him, awuit immortality !• 
"Tbc destruciion of mutable things will not trouble them, 
nor will the flight of time weaken thcm." y The belief is 
in a peeuliar manncr the advantage o( those who arc dis- 
afaused as regards earthly interest and ambitions. ■ Beyond 
the clouds which have massed about this our place of 
»ojourn they behold the gifts of iininorUl life." 10 Our 
aapir&tion* toward» that hfc are already a Warrant for our 
faith, bccjtuftc " we caxi to sooie extent coneeive of the 

1 Ol vtUcb Um «rtflm) «dllloo »ipnwaly ir*at«0 ilw id** of immonaliiy 

u rt mit t uml *"" «pUu. <.mmm r woccwmn r.i ,< |] 

«Mck aaft end wtib Ibc diitalcgrtlton of tb« o* can*. u 11 btgtn of netea- 
äty with Ibctr fcrraalion. 

■ IMru JfdMV/wiAtr. p- *«. * Ibid., p. ', • UM., p. .,. 

• IUI ■ Ibid., p 31 Mhlit.p, 69. 

1 tbtd.. p ioj. • Ibid.. p. 1«$. u Ibid.. p. 109. 
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Celcstial Majcsty raitmg OUJ humitiatcd IpritS, hm it i* 
impossiblc 10 eonccivc of that Majesiy ahuslng our prn- 
found distress." » The very argumenta rrutdc use of to 
disprovu Ihc soul'n Mirvival gu only io show that the ways 
mI llic Divincarc niyMcrious.'' And haicu Senancour con- 
cludcs trat» " to die is to dose an eye whtch is wearied \jj 
Ihc uneertain light of torches, and to open it in the itOl 
Hght of the hcavenly regions."* For, thotigh dcath may 
change and thought may for a timc I« suspendcd, dcath 
will Justroy nothing, nor will Suspension male hin» who 
tueditates on eternity the Sport of ünie. "Annihilation is 
not in confonnity with the order of the intellectual world." 4 
Hcre then and now it is mailya iinx of uial.and the irial 
U beneficial less or more, bot it matters nothing when it 
procures an enduring tntnquülily." 5 " Oh truth supreme 1 
to live is to hope and to wait ; lo live now is ihen to l* 
prepartng for an unknown lifc ,,fl 

Now, givcn a God who in bis essence, and in the Inst 
resource, is tx hypothtsi unknowablc, but in whose know- 
Iedge the aoul may advance for ever, and has nctually 
eternity for its advancement, what are the modes and 
cortdtüont of the progress? In other words, wliat is the 
doctrinc of ruligion professed by Senancour? We must 
not expect in his case a too aecurate usc uf terms, or 
anything rcally adequate in the way of defiiution, but we 
may expeet that hc has been taught sotnething by evpori- 

I .' Qm AMitorimr. p. 146. 

...I.. f.. iwl ■ Efeld.. p 164- 

* IHdu I>- iS?. * 11».] . |..|.i. i«r-. I'ji 

• Ihtcl. , p, yty Ihc finl ltadn-.it 11 •» 01 .1 .In.y m :-.-■ in- 

quollen of the sool and IU survlral is found in tlic "" Observation!" on 
CbatoatilataH), whKb Apparat »ine jtar* prcwotaly to llic JMMkflhv, 
Ami in wluch hc «droits that prolound rclletrtloni offer some ground for 
boptcoowrniog il*e lroroon*liiy of ibe «ml. Imi not ground for »Tunia 
tu». It cannot bc quälioncd that il Ihn pwiod he at laut döired 
tmnonauty. 
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eacc and ercn l;t Intuition. Let u& recall in the Ürvt place 
tbt ■Undpoinl </( Obfrmtmn, a* shown in the sevenly-fifth 
i_v t*e taken to be typicaJ and cepreseiitativc 
of anyihmg elf« that ha» been uttered therein on the saroe 
robfeci. " Religion," hr there teils us, "h a «y*tcm of the 
■retehrd," :u aay, it is an anodyne mvented hy 

them or tot thrm. We may of courae aeeept the defini- 
tion. and miy add that it is perhaps for that class of the 
wrtlcbed who have been nid to niourn but shall yet be 
comforted. Thai 1* not, however, the sense oi Obermann. 
who intcndi to, and doe». class it with the reit of all i 
and bitterncM. The firvt thing (hat will he noted in the 

MMMajU, iliDiirli :i 11. : ■:>: :he BOSt [ffipOrtUl to £h 

eonoection, ü that Senancour leverses all EUfl ftfld uffirms 
that, ereo putting »ide the quotion of the truth which 
alooe U dhÖMi and putting aside also tlie question of 
«jpemahiral origln, the most persuasive rcligion would 
hc ihat which would oentre itself upon the suftVring of 
rann.* There ia pcrliaps no need to point out that, except 
accxknUliy, iit ia UM OOttfM Of Itl DTOCftWffl, rrli : -HM: hu 
tety Utile conoetn with the alleviation of human or any 
form ai «uflering. Senancour makes also the rai&uke of 
supewinfc that the*c procesaes are of the moral order. 
" MnnJity, ran «dem 1 in its wholc extern, is the »oie 
kscocc to which we uiust cleave for ever, the OCM alone 
•hkfc offen, togelhtr wilh piesent wellare, the advantagc 
of not denpairirm about the future, of foreseeing a le*s 
tramroelled extiience, ol* quictly abandonin^ dayi that are 
drawn down Into oblivion, and of discerning without terror, 
u we appreoch the end of our dfWBling the mysferits 0/ Lkt 
mwakfmxf?"* X mu« confea* that thi» lanjinage is to mc 
more than inconiprehcnaitric« for uioralny neither gives, nor 



• U>w MMHotim», p. »v 



»iwd. ) p.4to. 
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cnecamajea, ftor mik« possiUe, nor conccrn* nsrff, p-o* ss 
io corrcapondence wkh any mysterie* oi" tbe asamiftg of tbe 
•oot I k«crw of COUTM tfast Ihr tuuHako oa Üu* poänt STC 
of «nivcfwU <Ufu*>oii, ar*i tbotagb obrotaly Scmaoov 
vcnt astiay with bis Century on the bond« b e t te n morality 
and rcüpon, thrrc ii, I think, aoene gtoend f.» aopposing 
trat he ineluded in hts generic uk of the lern raorality 
rauch morc than beftongs to thii domiin of our oonducl. 
He my% indeed tnott erprewJy : ■ Whon we ceaae to um- 
comtruet all thing», when w* divine in each dispo*itk»n of 
tbe wotld d aarr#/ oW a marvel, when we enter into tkat 
fffvlual astoniihtmnt, we acquire rectitude by » kind of 
neeeuity ; wc become rcligiou* withoul adoplüig error» 
Ifid i'jti'juil dcipiic of our ifRpotencc" < Scnancoar 

llirn-lon i; -i.r . :)iuU' r ;li RKOBRbBl v.i;jU'.ly. ttri 

religion it in the fint place an intellcctual attitude — in 
other word», an eacrciftc of the will, and among tlw first 
thmjii whirh it fthow* im, aa throujgh a stränge glaas of 
i, U the invariable manilcstarion of a universal cause-. 
It muri be confc&scd, howvver, that Senancour did not 
uiually rüe abvve llic elcracntary rcligion of conduet, tbe 
rcgion of copy-book and nuiini, goveined by a cocoplete 
manual of mannen.' 

1 j*ht* ÜWHalfwif. i'i' -jt.*j*. 

* Prom a teuer addreued by benancour. in 1837, 10 Madame Dupio. 11 
■Mfm lc follow Ütat tio rcrogniaed, (1) a orrtain clfiuicy in prayer , (j) the 
miatanne oi « van lutrarchy o( inirlUgcncei acting tu intcmwdiarwa betwwn 

, w hielt jg.iln inalU ihr /uhxnc »r\tem of iheotopl.v . (g) 1 

atrialn mi'Up* nr gttarrilainhlp faawolMd t»f »me o( tbe«* belngi oirc 
man Fow yaait pievtoualy, namely. "> ,Ä .V». ,k « rt*(ol in if«« »'-.1.. 

1 r IU — i ■ .1, |«ftildie»»e»lioiheA<ad'-inyn( Matal aad 

n>lllk*l Söenow, ikai hli reltRloui »i*m3t*otn( wu md«penücn( of all 

■1m(iii* and ■ loial MM rime wu therefora a growth of 

p«Ug|0IBI doctruw» tn Im mmd, and frotn tbe reeo^nlüon ot an^ciical 

lotfaM "' iho m#difttion of a Ha.«iour it not io long an (mel- 

»'-i"-i !■ 1 "" AI taaai vttsfe hi hh te ban ■■laBui b iwa« 

t»ii uid itJ7. 
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It will cnmc &a a surpnsc 10 my rcaders, having tegard 
Co che above limitation. if I now ;itt«mpt lo connecl 
Scnuicour, as hu appeary in the Mt<litut\un>, wich men who 
niight Ix tuppuftcd to bclong to x very diflerent school. 
1 allude to the Christian Mystio, thr invc^iigaiion of 
■hose literature I have punued to no amall extern and 
in a number e*f dhttpM patha. I speak, however, with 
kaowledge when I affirm that therc b a distinet bond of 
such union, and as a part of Ins spiritual history that bond 
is of interest, and, from more thari onc point of view, of 
importance 1 propose, therefore, to indicate a few links 
in the chain of connection, and to Institute in particular 
a comparison hetween the author of Obermann and a 
profound and distinguifthed mystic of the Frcnch school, 
whnm hr chil>it8 n numlxjr of impressive analogies, 
and with onc of «hose works at least hc was evidently 
not only aequainted but familiär. A5 Kjltkta) is still 

r.-.;i!.lril mihcf in ihr nMmr fif | ChCg*, "t U fl iWfBfcftlftB 

to bc able to add that, although my conclusion on this 
■objeet was renched prior to my acquaintanee with the 
work of M. Lcvollois, 1 the latter, while admitting thut one 
mute not ihre to affirm Myt>tici&m of a miud so emanei- 
pafled and x temper uttieut so logical, yet Ix-ars wiiness that 
H it nothing short ot Mysticism whieb appears in the 
JVAfttaAipH«, and that hc who denncd rcligion as morality in 
rote of God and of dirine things, not indeed 

' For lha h*».l» of my Information 1 am «o mur.h Ir.ife1.in1 |o fhift 

i— Iiil aad icbotaily •nid/m, ihit it u » nltanu« to not* ih*i we have 
i«ih fiwqurnih/ mohal ihr now wnoluilon« lft<le[jen<]enfly, für my »c 
^MiaiMoc «iih huworli » unly of rr«nt (Ute. I h**c iftoken Ihroushout 
italn9docnonolthB»en»eor tho in::ni- >i»i itie ricm«! whidi ihtuy» 
cfcvmcKTlMd Srnancour. If ihr wudy nf hu wntingi lud not imprewd 
ttm on im, I might will ttxrr (Wlv*4 It from the inttodiicuon ot M 
Lmfioh) »ho My* ihn wlwirvrr '.t-rit *p|*irr)i din>n»m*, *1I ihosc 
•rtiinri »ert frouped »tout ooe ide» , aud Huri *u ihe iden ol 
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MB Myslics who are inebrinted with the sentinient 
thereof, but with i kind of "calm and reposeful plenitude, 
cvcrywh» r< reflectiBg itsclf, tincturing cvery detail and im- 
prcgnuling even tru- Icist phrases." 1 

I suppose (hat thegenural eunnectinn lietween Senancour 
and the Mystics muat of necessity resolve itself inio the 
fad (hat hc, in common with these, had found that all 
ihings are within, and that it is particularly wiihin ourselves 
that our real hlcssings must all bc sought.* He h Ol 
course a sign-post only on the road of the Mystics, point- 
ing lo [tc^cc and n-tirement, 1 the silence of the pnssions, 1 
i tu: suffiuency Ol the seeond best, 3 and the saüsfaction and 
good promise of duty understood in no recondite sen&c; 
but to the heights and the depths, to the many mnnsions 
o( niystery which are in the housc of man, to the great 
desolations and derelictions and to the great raptures — 
to these he do« not point. Nor do I think that the 
mystic lendvncy of Senancour was first manifested in the 
Meiii/ations. liven in the tarlier Rivttirs therc is a species 
of averse mysticism, showing one »ide of the derehetion of 
spiritual experience with none of the consolations or the 
lighls. I have also found in Obermann snmc secret ways and 
paths in which stränge Ughts ruay bc encountered, though 
agam — and I would note here in particulai the ethical dis- 
course or Manual, which, if I mistake not, is aütributed 
somewhat fantasticalty to antiquity — what we find is the 
sorrow, the aloofness, the lonelincss of the mystics, but 



1 1'he irirn wlncli I^evillcm Meni*- in»'*! inclined (o tpfkf I" Scn*ni:»ni 
ii Thfsvfhihi, nt.it In niokin^ iu* oi d UllMMtoo » evidentty lo rcrognUe 
im 1 1 r \,'Af,t,i/n"t, «nrl Ihe Ihird edition of Ibe fCfvmfi. an ekmcnl Vhlcfa 
u nol de*c/ibc«I wlwn bc ipcaki «UewUere vt (Iw proXoundly reliakm» 
ehnracter of those works. 

* Libvti IfMitaxwni, p, 094. 

> Md., (. 503 See «Jan p. ig*. 

• it-id.. p, #>* • n*t. p. 100. 
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nonc of their unction. In his forty-cighth [euer QtmHWm 
approache» them more iniimately, for he comes very ncar 
to tbc confe&*ion of univcis.il sAuraixwnUlisru, within even 
tibe pronaos, and wc SM etat he is also in fttftJCfa Oi ihc 
Latt Word. He also listens for the eternal language, the 
voiec which speaks lor ever tichind the vcils of the visiblc 
«oeld. N*mUndrons nous famtth Ja p.ir,ut tjui rmmtt 
fmmvrs? 1 he osks in the Miditations. I-cttcr LV. of 
Obwmann may also be consulted with advanUge in this 
conneclion, and niorc especially page 318 of the pre- 
»ent transaltion. Thcre are two aspects of the silence 
and speech of Naturc thrrcin referred to. Thcre is its 
eloquence for the mystic who knows that it is a sacra- 
tnmlal world, and thcre is its silence for the inyatic bttMl t 
the word which hc seek* throughout it, though it is ever 
binted. is ncrei spoken intelligibly thercin. It is also füll 
of ipecch for tbc mcrcly natural man, who find* all that 
in hia heart which rcajiontU to it» outWArd voiee ; and it 
it also silent for another type of the natural man, to 
whom its voiecs uttcr nothing becausc hc is too füll of 
wearincBB, satietiu* and dbillusiun» to liavc any cor for 
auch »vice*. 

li reicrenoe to the specific instance which I huve 
promiied to citc, that, namely, of Louis Claude de 
Samt-Martin, I should like, in thfl first place, to *ay 
rhat Si-nancour was a retiective rather thau a n-ading 
nun, and bod compaiativdy Utile book-knowlcdn« be- 
yond what had boen pruvided liirn at the beginning by a 
clauical cducation. A lUt of the boOfcl which ho refere 
to, ouUide any that must have been consulted for hia 
" Moral and Religioui Traditions," or hia hintorical 
«umraaric«, would not 1* of great length. Thcre would 
!x tlic oecult pliilokOphcr Cornetiu» Agrippa, wpwially 
UUd.p. tia. 
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•«Tbc Vaiuty oi thc ArU*"; ih«c would be Eckaxu- 
h*u*cr.'* M Ooud opon thc Sanctuary," which must, 1 

. h*Tt imprtaaed him ; thcre wiu of cour*c •■ Thc 
hnii.iiiii-1 ■■ no doubl thcrc wcrc annic of the work* of 
St. Aufiutlnc 1 am not of coursc compiling a üst, hui 
um aling a few numben which would cntcr into it and 
woukj bc suitod to my purste, «hidi n to introduce thc 
onc Uxik «Im li BOM to all appearance have »unk rath« 

y Into Ml mmd, namely, Saint-Martin, thc Unknown 
Philosophcr, " On thc Spirit of Thing«." Senancour had, 
noadkwa to aay, no trmlcncy to wliat is commonly under- 

■ i I l>> iH-i-uli iKieirmc. 1 have notfid PBC H fO H 

mark» in ihr MtfMba which secra to hint at the pre- 
tstitenoe of thc soul, but they aie too dubious, too mueb 
a mm thadow of thought, to bear quouüon.' So far, 
thcrWorc, at Saint-Martin wa» a doctrinal philoftopher of 
thc OCCult tchool, »o far hc ha* no analogies in Senancour, 
i-iir »! to happreu that Saint-Martin, great Mystic that he 
wai. had a rcry slight bürden of inheritance from any 
Khooli of imtiution, and lar leu tlwn Senancour did liv 
c^t luve recourse tu booki. IIc had passed through a 
certain tchool of experience, and it had affected him in 
■pecirk ways, but he was a firai-hand thinker in thc 
untverse, and Srnanenur was likc him, and havmg regard 
to !he stmUaritics which I can tracc in their disposition, 
their natural uends of thought and thc consanguinity of 
Um h cirly rocräon towards all thai they comprclicnded 
hy trnlh, justice and order, it would perhaps be morc 
•iirpfmng i( ihere wcrc no analogics between them tban 
that thosc anaJogies arc so numerous, more espccially .is 
ihoughtft on fundamental subjeets are often identical, in- 

.Irnily of dUposition in the thinker. Some of the 
analogi« arc even to bc found in Otttrmann. The eighty- 

■ Lihtt JlMifaiie—. p 396. 
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nintb lcttcr is one of thc triumphs of the book, with its 
dtniaJ and confession of a great love wedded to a great 
mcapacsty. It is in one sense thc key to the general 
Situation of Qbtrmurtn. 

That Situation is of one who does not pretend to live 
bdl mrrc ly to obwerve life, and this also was the Situation 
of Samt-Martin, who teils us in his private memoranda 
that he had passod by lifc rather than lived it. 1 We mny 
also compare the Übe* »tau» who artirms that oblivion lus 
btcome hi» iole asylum to the second Obtrmmn whose 
tomb still cries, « Rternity, bc thou my refuge." And we 
*haD unterstand that Senancour mußt have opproximated 
noch mare cIo*ely to him for whom thc universe was a 
jfcat Are lightct! lincc thc beginning of all things for the 
pwrifiraiion of oll corrupted beings, 1 and who also, to 
WM thc conrcspondcnccs, analogies and identities with 
which wr .irr hcre eonerrnrd, iclls us that all who arc in- 
»trueted In fundamental truths speak thc vime language, 
for they arc mhahitants of the same country." If it must 
bc eonfessed that theee thoughts are too remote as regards 
tbaär form für SttttMOUf to have perliaps appreciated or 
even tolcrated them, he was not much apart from their 
MMdos. Thcre are many patsages m ihe Mittitations 
■tttCfa niijjht will luve beun wrilten by Samt-Martin, as, 
for esample, when Senaneour formulates this Aspiration: 
■ May the sincertty of our views and thc purity of our 
conduet mnkc us worthy to bc reeeived among the adepts 
called cradually to thc pftrticipation of thc mystery without 
boundi." ' 

Senincoui is in specific and in litti.il Agreement with 

■ Uir e4 Ijomm Claude de Seinl-Mwtin. Ute " Unknowti F'liil&eöphcr,' 

ftfa 

• IfakL. p JT*. ■ Ibid., p. 3 M. 

• L*m Mt*un*«j. p. 417. 
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Saint- Mjrtin when fee awuoUins that the prinoFfe of our 
actiona and che read object et' our desue* appca* alien to 
ihr preten* b». 1 Had Scnancoor educed this doetnne 
to tu füll rerm her augKi Kstc aeen all aurtinism or all 
mysticism fcasuing from it as ire« frora acod. It implies 
Che ante natal State of man and something in the natur* 
of a fall, cUevhere fully reeugnücd by Seoancour. 1 and it 
place* man m ju*t that posiüoc» ia tbc «orld which, 
alihuugh somewbat erat», nuy be best desenbed as a&ke«. 
and which «as so fully reeognised by Saim-Mirtin. 

Man's claim to immortalky is described in terms which 
are remimfccent of the carlrer mystic* It is not our part to 
acqnire immortaiity ai a nght, for we cannot ein so, but wo 
may obtain certain eitles, and these are (he litle-deeda of 
oui admi»ion into the future regions, «hich are discussed 
by Saint-Martin under the grotesque figurc of a ticket 
giring admission to s theatrir.' Among olher mntters over 
w!:ich the rwo thtnkcrs were in substantial agreement was 
that, within the measurc of the system and the capacity 
of the thuughts of cither, the duetrinc of endlca punish- 
inont could find no place ; but the objeetiun to it, decply 
roottd as it evidently was, takes iti both rather a IVJtalLve 
and hesttating niDlM Qf expression.* Again Ihey are 
both in agTeemcm about the subjee* of book-Iearning, of 



1 Uhm Xf/JitMimi, p, i. 

• "The fttithful shmild not srtk in » fallen «orld tluit plenliud« of 
J07 »hich It proclaim* alwnfa and cannot proeiwe, "— Ibid. p, 137. 
V* *ko the allinion 10 "o/icieot error»" ptfafe IUI v will doublte» 
fotef f . r *ea.*rte rh*> are merely «n inlerniption of our rt*J dealinies. 

IUI, p. 17- 

• Ibld.fv ISO. 

• Di L'Eipnl 4ix Ckem. Par U Phibwtk* t*>'*n*u, 10m, it. pp. 61, 
r> — " Ufi» of l.oulfc CUud« deSalnt-Maiiin." pi .. m*. ^1 (. 

• S-*, fiw ti im 1. , t . '" .\t/Jit<iti**>, j. i. 14 An ri f<>r Stml -Martin 

■ ■ "i',"t" Li(eon,o\mCWJe de Saint-Martin," pp. 130, 16a, 

>io. a% 
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which I luv« alrody »poken, Sainl-Martin aniicipabed 
thc Utue »Ucn cvcn In* OWD *niiiigs would be »upcrfluous, 
bccause man would be taught of God and thc mV 
Senancour founded bis ohjection lipon thc impowibility 
Oi idMttti.' .TrfjiiiMlinn a:wl ihoughl it btttcl tO (ffAMnJC 

wiih what it was impo*sihle to possew thoroughlv.* Both 
were also agrccd that truc foundations arc wanting to 
human tcience.* Saint Martin went 60 far as to include 
mathcmalici in hia impearhmenl . * Senancour considered 
that inexact proponions sufficcd to all our knowledge. ft 
After a profound contcmplntion of Naturc, Senancour aay* 
that thc ailence of thc univerw appals üb, hut hc suggests 
thai it iu li'ii-mii^ to an ircoislible voieu withoul which 
eothing that is would bc cstaUifchcd. Alter the samu 
profound cunndcration Saint-Martin teils us that Naturc 
is likc a duiub bOfl| *liich dcpicU by motiont, att best it 
ran, thc prirripal want* that consume it, hui, void of 
ipeech, ever lravea tu expression far helow itt desirer*. im! 
blcnds ever with its gaiety &ome wriuuB and melancholy 
charactcriBtics which orc a check on our own joy. T Thc 
poculiai ooiiftolation which im ullimatcly denved by Sainl- 
Martin w not idcnlical wiih that oi Sc»aiii;our, but it is 
veiy reconditc, and as it involves a nuinber of considera- 
tion* which it would Ix: imposnible to make clcar in a 
km word*. wc mu»t tr;m: n m this point* Rui for 

1 "t.itr." t»**wv*. p. 6t. 

• Utrtt AfMiittlcmi. pp. »6 14 wr. * Ibid.. p. «SS, 

'I I Ki.W <!« - at nl- Martin. Book vi). g i./ojjim. 

• V»> MV BQ< bei TT, Atifmpt a «impv.ton t*(w<vn xbo rnimfftf.il 
mjtticmxa of SalnrfcUriin »ml ibv fuiutlvt (n Ob*mo—. \xiVt XI,V!1. 
"TV »KtiüOB *f Uk Uller i-> 10 be Ulf «erwu*. t>ut litt muH a metcly 

utC nc*rlj- »tupM. 

• 1j*xi MWäätitmt, p »ji. 

' at 1-OoU CtWJdC de V-til M.inm," p. iHfl. 

• (**cn[*fr, hov**»f, rU«*j»*. 1*41" XIII . «tili ihr HttfOB -"'" • 

ndKuara" » mjr "ijr«oft»ufsCUud« d< Saini-Manln," aad 
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Saint- Martin xnd Senancour alike, Nalure was a copy of the 
archetype. Saint-Manin terma it M a Portrait of an ab»cnt 
person." SttuintfMr cell* ux ihir ■ ihr bfMthl about u* 
ort only feeble copics of the incorruptlble hcauticfl." J 

Even in the outward history of the two men therc arc 
sotne ititcrr>cin^ ailuutie» and some not lew interevting 
aniithcscJ. ISotli in their youth were but fccbly attiactcd 
by what Scnancour terms "the maaims and tbe uncon- 
*idered taates of y.mth."* I have indicated elsewhcrc 3 
ihm the same Bpbfl wluch took Senancour to the rnountairu 
cauied &wnt-Mailin 10 lead Ins hidde-n lifu in the cities. 
and even in the highest ciicles of the world. 1 thinlc it 
follovs froin Obtnwmn that the inclination of Senancour 
towards the married State had survived liis unfortunaU 
escpcriencc. 4 Therc is the same disposition m Samt- 
Martin, who never married; 5 but what is more curious 
is this, namely, that those yearnings of Olxmtann wbich 
DU scarcely be applied to Senancour, Supplement wlial ift 
wantmg to the res! for the purpose of the compamon 
which I am making, and contain, all unconsciousty, a more 
specific analogy with Samt-Martin. Therc is evidence, 
fts I h»TC alrcady nid, in the rase of the lauer that he 
also had a desire for the manried State, which he only 
foiborc 10 gralify throu^h the wanl, as he teils us, of any 
divine direction on the subjeet. Obetmann % on the other 
band, awaited not the direction of the Spirit but what he 
terms " the gift of hurnamiy."« In litemry ccccnnricitics 



I fj*rf AMiUfHU, p- 319 ■ llHd . p. 506. 

» •' Life and Ttotirvx* of Loui» CUuOt <lc Sunl-Martin, the " Unknown 
ftollcMOpher.'" prc(«cr. p. ■. 

• IIa *ppe*n 1U0, Hke Sunl Martin, to liave known tev«nl imintai^ 
r^miU frlcndthlpa of ihc w-allnl Plalotiic ordrr. Madame Dttpla hts 
I..-I .li.-.i.ly BMBtJ ■ '■! HB ■ '-■'■■<-" B W Btl MaUn..: ÜutriA.-.v, ■. !■•...<■.,. ,- 
Robert. aoiI Ma.Um« dr Walkeiacr. 

• Ibid.. pp.54 S* ■ Letter LVt II. 
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ibey wcre also alike ; thcy both hod an inscrutablc tendcncy 
to make bclieve that thcir books wore not thcir own. 
Tb« ono pUj> m cdituui, thc ullicr 4t th« niyslcrifu» 

dopodtfoa oi miniucfipti with pubüshcr* by imkooira 
Strange rv Firully the onc termcd himsclf the " Lnknown 
Phflosophcr " and thc othcr thc " Unknown SoÜrary." Ry 
tny of *nfi?hr*ii bft*Ctfl thom I mny mcntion thc Ute. of 
SftiBt-Mtflfal fit Lyons surroundcd by fcllow-mysttcs and 
stränge schools of initiition, yct evcr intent on God, ever 
dowbtful of aught that liindcrcd In* progrcss in dtvin« 
kno»lcdn r . *ith that life of Senancour, or rathcr of 
Ok tmuuiM , also at Lyons, and writing from Lyons of 
sincidc. 1 

Thc point» of eoinparixon Ivtween Obermann and the 
Mä/Üatiun* in no scmc «haust thc intercst of the lattei 
woik, for almost evcry lcaf El enriched with beautiful and 
rnagieal thought. It i« tndccd thc onc work of Scnanmur 
hl lend itvlf to an anlholotfy of maxims such ns 
U. I^cvnliots apprars • to havc projcrted, and thesc maxims 
woold bc no slight conthbution to the treasury of human 
tbought. Thcrc at« imlved niany lluwerb which, as much 
foc tbtir fraynuicc u ilicir Uauty, \mII -.<y\ ral 10 thosc wbo 
caic to gtean in this stränge utile gardcn of thc soul. 

1 bare now sucoeeded in establishing, point by point, 

* l< k KU A« onlf itirtit.«!» pvtatfi <l» fl I I 'l'W of All i* 
■te tokm f»( * «tum aiiAkijcy. Galoi Moni I -Vn*rwour beih 

•, dotfrior <.< wgoylop, but lha wmy <.'f tcioU'snulon of Uio 

laitojeihrr dfffctcnl front II« way of fltojcTail.it Ion ol ttic »oclo- 
ntw&l f*i)o*»f*ifT. wtio tud ornrd ihr msrfl U) Nainro funhor ihnn it 

• I nfV^»ntowtf In co» pl«< i* «au- iI.ai ilito **» bJ*<MiuinHl 
toacrtta«. to aoulitr Lbtil liiv oiOfiucr*i>ri **• dwiROtd Mi ." iutiuduction 
lo md) aa jnlU'l"ü. und. m >l »nr, a pnUmtMiy riprrimrni on lha 
pMMe auad. Mit m * ihird pUcc. lic confoa« ihat Ü«iuncour do** not 
Wf^fcamaVtnaalaaion. > '■'■■ ; .»rtVf-nrVnllj n! \f I 

« Staate 4cs4f» Ks4 OOTwad 10 m* uid wu rpj«ifd for Um Mine 

4 
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rvcry consideration on thc subjcet of Senancour and häl 
Obermann with which I harc any personal conccrn, and I 
&d ha** prtforcd to fix hcrc thc limits of this noticc. 
But it in desirablc for thc sake of corapletcness to dcal 
ihortly with somc at least of thc other work* which have 
ft Oi HOd SO far rmly a rtarc rmimrrAtkm. Tht MbBo- 
graphical htstoiy of Scnancxrar is »tili somcwhat obr.curc, 
and in ilic uarly cditions he U ciceedingly scarce ; the only 
work which cau bc s-iid to have iurvived him, Ohtrmann, 
ia that which commandcd the laut circulation in his own 
diy, though towards thc close of hii life it rose into 
promim-mv wtthout any aasistance frOffJ thc autlmr. 1 A 
accond cdition was preparing in 1 8 ja, a dite whcn the 
third cdition of Dt fAmour had been in print for loten 
ycans. The Order in which his books were published has 
already been noted, and as regards minor produetions they 
ean he disposed of in a rapid sketeh. Thc variaiionn 
t^tween thc first and secand cdition 3 of Obermann are not 
ncatly so marked or so numerous as between the difleieni 
idft&Oni Of l»i> othet wotlu which call for serious noticc. 
Tln» 1» lo bc aecounted for by thc fiel that he was long 
opposed to IM reappearance, and those who over-rulcd hi* 
,;.|...ii:< u scem also XCi \\\\r nv. r rnlrd his desire to fC- 
touch. In 1809 a note prefisvd to thc Rh*rit& ossurcs us 
that a second part of Obermann will be in no wise pub 
lished, and that the fint part of Obermann will never bc 
red. Among otlirr» who were instrumental in re- 
versing the latter decision we must doubtlcss include Sainte- 
Beuve, wlio aWo providcd thc preface. Thc publishcr 
efoSgnatc w.r. M. Anhiu ftftwnd, bot hc <liexi suddcnly 
whüc the matter was still und« conwderauon and it 
appeared in the end under other auspicc*. A note to thc 

1 Kl. Lmtttfii «mim IhM ttw fii«i ultiU*» ixtb erf ibe Jitvtntt and of 
Ob/Mii puMd «Imort loully ona a lles». 
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seeond edition refers lo ihc determination slatcd in thc 
Rfan**, and pOinU out, almost supcrfluously, that it was 
aoc wfcuch could bc abandoned without compromising thc 
interetts of any ©ne The presenr trnnslatinn as it Stands 
will wffificTitly appn.v. the reader thnt thc Supplement is 
a-ldVd matter pcculiar to thc seeond and third cditions. 
A portion of the annotations is alto wanting in the original, 
and it io significani (hat ainong thcm thcre is thc importanl 
ootc 10 thc cighly-first Ictter saggesting that Obermann 
would not hftTC rejected Ehr notions of fundamental rcligion 
— «widcntljr an afterthought promptcd by the dcsirc of thc 
writer to save thc letters from thl rharge of implied atheism, 
A« fC(C*'di Oie seeond part of Obermann, the blatcmcnt 
: I have quoted from the Rfveries is not, ab M. 
Levallois imagines, thc >olc cxi&ting Induration that sueti 
,1 Itqurl was ever contemplatcd bj BoMDCOSB of "hkfa 
the reader of this tran&lation may saiiafy himself by 
triez ring to ihc third note at thc end of thc present 
rolumc. 

In the interval belween the publicalion of the fiM and 
KCOnd editions of Obermann wo have scen that parls of 
that work were transfcrTcd to the Treatise on Love and 
the latcr imprewions of thc Rfveries, As regaids the 
bttrr work it 19 impossihle to particutarisr all thc fotBrpO 
biiont or additions which thus swell the volume. Entirc 
letten of Ober mann aic sometimes transformed into Rfvtrits 
by thc simple method of Converting their titlcs. At other 
timta, *nd more frequently, excerpu from Obermann are 
introdueed tnto thc lext at all pouiblc pointt. 1 Thc work 

' Tn» actin.1 «olimmi im u follows : Obtrmamn, 1804 ; Dt t Amtur, 
l9o$. I*<i*f iM»p nt ihn t+u p*xm of Ohrtnax* Ir»n»f«rrft1 tfwla 
Jtrwut, it*t. Ibt Nmd «tti**. fully on*.ihiM of ih* «oninnu t*»n( 
\\h*A from ibe une wwk. fitwrjt,. 5833. witli a fürt her drafl on 
OS*rmx*n, oow ©oinplelelT dumrmbered. Tu üio llLcruv kom, ju »• 
• 1 oow. Stftancour could h»»r ft»/I nn pWTUion. 
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att it originally stood was comparatiwly of tlender propor- 
lioiib, and there is no nced to say lhat the mcthod by which 
it wxä extended «;ü In 1 .i!«;ula(«d to producc harmonioufc 
resulU. In a word thc majunty uf rcadcrs will l«c coriU.iii 
with so much of the Riinrits as belong» to Obrrmann % and 
will agrec to neglect rhc reit, ns to which I need only registcr 
a personal opinion that if j coUM (tl iiirvey of in ncglcctcd 
portions wfllfl possible in this place, it would be by nn 
menns devoid of interest. It is not, however, an interest 
which would tempt us to reversc thc judgment of Matthew 
Arnold, when he said that for English readers at the 
present day everything written by Sciuuicour in additton to 
ObtrmanH ts ncgligü-lc fftfc the exception of thc Afoii/n- 
Sions ; and I can only regret that in this judgment the first- 
raie impüManccof the Inticr for every Student of Ohrrmanu 
was not more cxplicitly indlcated. This general point 
admitted, it remains for nie lo add tbal at the sarae timc 
there »re .it least two other worlcs of Senancour which 
rannot he diarniflaed lightly — one from the importance 
of thc worlc and the criticism to which it lays itself 
open, and the other from the comparison which it suggestr. 
ruiluruUy witli Ohrrmann. Before, however, procceding 
to their consideration it will be well to dcal shorlly 
with ihr minor worin. Thcy fall under two heads, for 
I rrmaldcr that it \% unneecssary to dwcll upon thc stül- 
born tiagedy of l'alombrt, while, in spite of certain 
claims to coniidctation and merit, there i* nothing in 
tbe ■ Observation» on the Genius of Christianity " or in 
"The Vocahulary of Simple Truths" which is likcly to 
be of interest except from the bibliographiral Standpoint, 
and any curiofciiy of thi* kitul an be amply satisßcd 
from thc work of Lcvallois, whu haa given both of 
them extended consideration, and to whoin ihrrefore I 
refer. 
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Thr hrad* |iiMt Bttntiootd are: — 



.\ H-iiric/tl, 

II. Poüticülj 

and U U dimnilr for an impMtinl orir.<rvcr to find anything 
of imporuncc in either. Ar the history of Rome and 
41 tbe acconnt of China, it u altoyether imnecessary 
10 pauae. It could not be said (hat they wsre of special 
momcnt eten hl their own day, but they Äppeared in a 
populär •eric»,' and a* the publication of the first did 
not make Che othcr impossible, it must be supposed that 
tibty «vre aecvptiblc in an unpretentious and limited 
mannet. 1 In any catc they arc not now otherwise tlun 
dvO ud unreadablc, and, as histories, more expluded than 
Pinnock and Goldsmuh. It isa salisfaetion to beable toadd 
that ! hm (ÖttDd El unneeewary to do more tban glance al 
Ibeiii^foTthepurpfrtfofthinintfodiiotion. They are in truth 
tbe hackwork of Scnancour, written for the same rcason 
tbtt he eunuibuted to Ihe " Mcrcury of the Nineteenlh 
Uead for hiniKeif and bis famiiy, 
and llicy arc i that part of the *ork <il ihm 

uchor to «hich Arnold rcl'crred when he said that " Scnan- 
cour punued literaturc »citri scarccly any recommendation 
or reputation." The " Historien! Summary of Moral and 
Kdfg&OUS TEtdilSOfV " bclongs to the samr clavs, m f.u-l, 
to the *ame taia. Wc musl icmcmher that Scnancour 
■as an admircr of the forgotten Boulanger, whoac lo»» 
at tlmty-Mren yran wa* lamented in UM UinoUtiOM tu 
OUnrnrnn, tbOQgfe bl LlVCd Long enou«h to produce an 

• Ta* Jt/nmA t/i&rifuft. pabDihtd bj lyt'Mnte iml l»mtr. ■s>ii< 
FrtU fioAa ftnd Uon Thlai« as ©UlM». 

* iL LmUoa duiinjuiahc» thciu fiom m«< complUllont. incl it 
■ no qxLfica:>.ti of the rannik) UM '••' ÜX/H U UM poW l*< 
060*0*. 
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acnbitious trcatise cm " Antiquity Unvcilcd," t and thcrc 
is ground foT belicinng that the opinions of thü work 
imprcssed Scnancour. It is cxcusable, for of coursc Volney 
and Dupuis werf ihc admittod exponents of historical 
rcligion, but ihc fact will not cneountge u* w expeet 
any great light or wisdom in Senancour's ftnfc» of ihc 
"Traditions of Faith and Ethics." Naturally thc work 
esublishes a complete independence of moralily in respeel 
Of religious belief, and it aftirms further, that il i* unly in 
ill-regulated states that the fear of God, so far from being 
thc beginning of wisdom, is even »o much as a consecralion 
of thc public patience. While thc rea»on is not that thc 
noiion of üeiiy is eilher fond or useless, for it is, on Ihe 
contrary, consoling and truc and has, in Fact, a grealer 
pait to fulfiJ than thc mere hindering of evil, it is not 
les* difficuH lo rcconcilo this Standpoint, or the way in 
which it is expressed, with the AUttifafions of six years 
carller. At thc samc timc thc growth of rcligion in the 
soul is niade to go band in band with the enlightenment 
of thc eyes of the mind. M. Levallois, however, who 
has donc what he could lü rcscue the work from oblirion, 
and presents to us what he regards as durable, ctficacious 
and essential therein, can lend it no higher intcrest than 
th.it which it dCTivcs, for thosc who take an intcrest in 
Scnancour, from thc prosecution which it occasioned him 
on thc appearance of the second edition in 1S27. Seeing 
that he cscaped its consequcnccs, the event in question is 

> / .4 hi, .]*>'.' .fewlMt für m wia/ti.CM trennt tnttyut Jet frinttfiabi 
.>/<"»• «i. s/itmtiHüi it iHiiiluttanj re/iftettia et folilijuu da itgtrtnt 
fmfkl4tUttm P>>rf'U M. BouUiiijer. Amiterclam. 1766, *to, * choK* 
tptt «n«i öf prinlinf 

* Tbl« pbHologtnal «quipowDt is, ai leut. of thc ume orJcr. for be 
Mtablitlm an analogy tciween the nomes lata and £e*t. and betweeti 
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tarrtty a startling incklenl in a somewhat colourless cnrccr. 
The provtcution wa* foolibh and unjust, but it remuins 
petsoallly icgieliablc ihat Scnancour could find no olher 
and more adequate description of Christ, Ehan that of a 
■ tfftpretahlc moralist," > not becau'te any description which 
bc oould «(Ter would bc of conscqucnce hut («cause it is rrass 
and banal. As regards the politioal pamphlets, wc have Seen 
akmrfy Chat wheri Scnancour, through ihe pressure of neecs- 
»itj-, had rrcoursc Eq journalisin, it was aiuong the liberal 
Journal* that hc pursued his mJtiir; bc was not a politicmn 
by ditpotiiion, 1 and ©ven in Journals merely politicnl he 
CQOOerncd himsclf rather wiih the ethical and rcligious 
quesnocu of the da>-. His views upon fundamental ques- 
Ikm» of polity and sodology would noE, I coneeive, entitle 
bim to «ittcial conaideration. We know EhaE he derived from 
Kouucau certain views upon the primitive State of man, and 
the desirabilicy ol returning thereto. It is not of much 
rnnment, but it rnay bc fair to add that hc is noi in these 
matrer* a mc rc echo of bil maslcr In any ease, one consc- 
qurnrr- w.i<r>ntailcd by his views. He was opposed of neces- 
lity not only to large states, but also to large cities. The 
happinci» of man, a* hc underatood it, could bc found 
ncither in ihcgrvur empire nor in the great republic. The 
»mall town, tbe small cnnton, and the fwfcraiion of »tates 



«a »Euch conul'i» llil* rrfanmc« i« aub"*c|urm («i ihe A/Aitra- 
aVu*. tbt readir will im ihai ih« arowtli of r-lnjiun in ihe *oul of Senao- 
w>jt did ooi t«nj hm naa/ar, appomuly. lo docirmal Oimtianrty, a (det 
whid) i« otwiom in «vffp *ay, and I» fully recogniKil by hit lata»! b» 
(T«p bar in Fr*tKt. 

■ M. U*alluti [oinu ent, tj tanwihlnif which vnu. fot hit perlod, 
MUtfcabfc. that, *t tbr mc of ilnriy-flv* )T*n, ho had t*an DattfJ * 
rm*uucoao, • wldi*r. nw a nmciiorMiy I »ImuM *.M ihai ihn* an 
tnon oi pallidum lo hl» po'ltlcal pumpblcti. h'il (h*y arr laWU from 
iba nm of lui Hoffet and m lim h< offen a cunlnui In a mitkcd dafirt« 
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;itni [iiwn- rommnul M wnI ■" u iö«Bie orf cbingB. All 
tlicsc facU havc bccn pointcd out by M. Lcvallois, «ho 
ha* txken the plins to sct thcm forth at lcngth and wiih 
coniidcrablc jud^nn-nr T mcnlinn thcrn as they may 
! a Icv. pcrsons, hui mor.t of us hnve now rcaliscd 
thar thc rcdistrihution of ßovernments and peoples is not 
»n anodync far humanity. and liiere b no need for us lo 
«nlarge upon il. Tln-rc - a apcüiuvti Utopia in thc 
fiMU(— Hill leitet u! Obtnnunrt, which will serve für all lits 
inspiralions, it is bald and impossihle, and though, on this 
occasion, it was scarccly scriously intcndcd, it would bc 
idlc to tnkc him scriously whcn he was mosi intcnt upnn 
crcaling a phitosophical commnnwcal'.h 1 >y mcans of i»tn 
and paper. Setting o&ide ftmdiBWttJ qnffllloffllj liiere arc 
;■- ui' iiUcrest in bis poüiical pamphlct», though tlieir 
potnl has now passcd away; but here it is sufiiuent to 
obwve that ;i$ a parlisan of law and ortlcr, he could bc 
^r.il was no blind adrnirer üf thc French Revolution; as 
thccxponent of primitive simpticity and patriarchal govern- 
ment, he was not and could not L« dazzled by thc con- 
queitsuf Napoleon. Finally.asareprcsentativeoi I 
Bpirit, bia sympalhy could scarcely \k extjcutcd will» the 
policj of Louis XVIII., in whom he regardcd it as un- 
pardonablc that he had expo^ed so quickly and 50 openly 
thc designs of thc fourteenth rcnlury. His rsttrnate of 
Napoleon Is SjmpIXlMtk nnd cxcccdin^ly discritmna^ng, 1 
am! ihcrf was a tum 9VH svhun hc teniutcd ti> expreiS the 
hope that having shown hiuiscH a nun of strength, hc niight 

1 I 1 1 Iba Kveotinli Wter of 0**r»WJt#. th«l Senucour 

»howod riite tute in roinmai wlth V)i[Wcori. itwJ that m an admin- 
Unn for Onlan. Wiiy dtd thi» book to imprr*« l'rnn«, jvrhap* hall of ih* 
oontlnent gf Bgrgpi f 'V\,r imitativ« p—iyti in ih* \vx\h ciici) «voi 
ezeeDcAi •» t rejwo<1u*tion— «tmipi. e*rt» i{*imo<lie. o»i>vrnti(«*l, |0M 
u the urixiDtJ Ommii. 
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one day bc in a pOI&Xloa tO pTOVt iluii hc wa* |2m a man 
of cxKt Juitte The K ravc °* tto inu * "»any boldcr 
Aspiration* lies at Waterloo. Thcre are sotnc thingn in 
tbis ciümatc which will rccall an caflicr cstimate of Saint. 
Martin, vrht> bftd |]|0 lookcd io Napoleon, and thc aspira- 
m quMtion Ifi cquivalcnt to thc aspiratton of Saint- 
Manin, when he pcrmittcd h iniseif to trust that one day 
thc »tax of iruth and justice would rise over his couniry 
and his life. 

U .- com« now to thc two worfcs which havc bcen rescrved 
for final consideration — onc is the Trcatise on Lovc, and 
thc other thc romancc of IsabtlU. Wc havc sccn th;ii thc 
firet occaaioncd I BMNpIpi t or<-u:..uinn, t" which Sciiancour 
replicd as hc rould, and we are prcpared in advancc by 
ObtrmanH to find that Lhe author is uipablc of scntiment, 
thc domestic sensc 1 and a ccitain quality of pawion, but 
bc is deficicnt in thc power of trnn*mut:ition, ttd, nt Itast 
at thc pnlodi was drvoid of thc sense of rrcstftAy.s 

i |o not know that De l'Amour has ever had any 
&crious litcrary notioe with thc exception of thc panegyric 
of Levallois, nur indeed, within B mcu&urable periud, t0| 
discrirainatini; eriiiOMii txccpt froni MicIieUrt, and hc even 
can »caiuely bc xjhJ tu luve givcn iiiorc than a passing 
jodgment. Thc louf cilitions differ considcrably from 
eich other and their differences are not unimportanl, as 
evidence of thc growth of thc IUthOr*e nnnd. I do not 
prrernd to havc madc such a study of thc work as would 
wajrant mc in choo&ing txuwccn llicm, or in offer ing any 

- I^ilrt I.VIU. Im proof of hu jitiuiu »I utid-m* and me*.«ures of 
ttÄjr» secttJ In tbc hom* ltic Tbcy bcirav a certua ihrrwilnai and 



• CecBpan Otoma** \*\\<m XXXIV: "Th* n«C4««Ua of tha hart 
tafln In th# nnaej nf rh* i*ml " W. u .r» od du dixtrtn* 
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comparatirc account of thcm. As rcgards ehe secood ] 
there would not be in any event an opportunity of 
in thi» noiH.v, and us rcgards Ihr Tust 1 am conUfl 
Ulkt- on .: um. und uiy ieadcrs will piotubly agrec wiiti nie. 
the conclusion of Lcvallois, firstly, becausc derived opmioes 
will serve well enough when there is no consequence of 
any moment attarhing to them; and secondly, becauv 
writcr in quc*tion is no unsound guidc on a matter tS- 
pursuit of which has becn tri hin» a labour of lovc Dt 
tAmour is never likely to be translated, and would find no 
public if it were, nor do I see anytbing ai Ulis day which 
would Warrant, in England at Icast, the endorsetnvrit of 
the very high opinion which is formed of it by M. Lerallois, 
nor indeed fallowing him in anythmg cicept his oonclusion 
alrcady mentioncd, namely, that the fourth edilion ia the 
b«t, because his cjchaustivc acqunintance wilh all cniillt* 
him to judge of llus pomt. 1 That there 18 here keen 
insight, and theic a pagc of fine writing in Ihc better sense 
of the phrase, can be admitted rcadily enough. To say 
that it was a work.and onc of the favourites, of 5enancour, 
is in f.irt to State as much. But 10 claim that it has lny 
tnessoge to deliver at this day on the aubjeet which it 
discusbcs, would be to speak idle words for which we 
nngiit be juatly held accountablo. Love is the mutual 
instrumeiit of comniunicaUon belwecn oian and the D . 
and no consideration of the Instrument which ignorcs it* 
grcare?t usc is worth dwclling on. AU lovc subsisting 
between man and man is mcrcly a sacramental mystery by 
which we here signify and preparc for that grealex com- 
munion which is to come. The aberrations, ri co i nrff and 
travestier of human love may possess indtxd pn; 



» l ihouM *Ui. hnwrvrr. üial MicIicUl ricc»de« in f*wur of ibe 6r»l «wl 
Mcood ediliüot, und, unotig Uiciu, give» preTarao: i» ttic lattar. 
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interest, but thcir truc fcigniftfuncc h lost whcn lovc itself 
is rcgnrded from any lower standpoint than this which I 
have announccd above. Now all this is an unknown world 
lo 9tUaCcut,' from which it followi lhal bc has and COO*d 
have noihingto uupart tu us, having any valid consequenee 
whatever; and I think that peoplc even on a lower plane 
of thought, who would bc far from admitting or at least 
MdUDI my point of view, would find Ihc treatise of 
Srnanciitir very ncarly iinrc:Kl;ii>le, The ont nJfthfll 
CfiticUffl which it seems necessary to pass on this work, 
ii Hat it is alrnosl wholly utiliinrian, and 1 havc pcrsonally 
glanoed over it. seeking in vam for a Single truly vx.il (>.d 
thought. I have found instead (hat the utilitariar. elcmcni 
r ff et red to has made it poasiblc for the author, within 
certain limits, to cteusc things which from the sacramcntttl 
standpoint can only be rcgnrded as sarrilcgc, or in other 
words, they are a pari of whal i& myslically understood by 
lb> Sacramenls of Lucifcr, It is <jne of Ihose works which 
am aUolutdy withoul God in the world, and its complete 
and doloious Inhibition in made further evident by ihc 
Iket, that there is not onc Single reference in iU puga to 
any dirinc lubjcct. As a morc express and iniclligible 
condemnation for the ordinary rcader, I need only add 
that it U the produetion of an alraost dispassionatc man.' 
: ., head is clcar, iliy fecling ehill," says Matthew Arnold, 
addreaing the author of Obermann. For such a disposition 
the higher mysterica of Lestos, which he »peak» of in- 
are not defmitdy niore rcpcllcnt tlum U fit 
:,'«/, the usage of which he condemns. 

1 He ffcfiw* hilft**!' ihc [rtirj»*w of dM P0A wlwti bc myt Üiai in 
IMcnlionwu M t-jmUi 'I* tovhj vMlfa nhMMM ihc jjrioeiploi of lov« 
snJ ihr «utvlif *Uiefi •dutier*!» ibem. 

» He opRaaly teils ui üiat ihc tlranuth aiirt tanaclty of th« nwiioff 
bortil I« um 10 I* ißught in lov«i, and ihai to rto m i% lo nnu>«»ntr ih» 
■ptTii of Ute «oulruUon. 
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/.ntbeUe has bcen somctimc* dcscrilucd a* the sequel of 
Ot*rmann t its [iiisbing wcond part. It is nothing uf the 
kmd. As alrcady explamed, the ttue second pjrl, atid ai 
the samc time thc anlithesis of Obentwnn, ii the Meditation* 
On thc other hand, hobelte connects with Obermann ,i«; a 
Und of complcmcnl. It is, however, morc of an cpiMolary 
story. Its infenority has been mentioned hy critics in 
euch terms as to suggest that it i= worthless, but thougta 
confcssedly somewhat bald it is by no means enürely 
contemptible. For myself I have turncd the slight leavei 
of the meagre oetavo with pcculiar interest, and have 
noted many evidences of the same melancholy insight. thc 
same forlorn fclicity, thc- snme occasional depth, the samc 
half-consdous, half u^tinrtive conlact wich the Infinite 
aml F.tcrnal whidi thosc who knnw .Vnancour know and 
admire in Obermann. In UM forty short cpfetles, jo füll 
of austcre restraint and yet so polpitating, there is, in 
fact, thc sea) of Obermann. "The silcncc of the ficld* 
does not always procurc peace," says Isahclle, " but it 
makes us rcallse morc fuliy thc need of it." Is not that 
the senliment of Obermann and the mood of Obermann ? 
It might be almost an excerpt frotu his own lettere. "Set 
free front thc twofold yuke of the passions and of custom, 
wc ding only to imperishable uulh." Is that not thc nUM 
point of view, thc same concealed and scarcely expeetant 
aspiration? " Shnll I not assume in this bcautiful universe 
iomclhmg »f nobler attitude? " In one way lad another, 
was not that, ihroughoul, a pari of the srlf queslioning of 
Obermann,' And again : "Wc exaet too much and aic 
unrcasonablo, for wc ask to be happy." Is not that thc 
Bad cyi:H imii r»i iH'i-rmann » J And yet again ; "To live in 
contentment and yet retired, our individuAl vigorous move- 
ment must animatc that unirerse which unceasingly fulfili 
its own in a kind of cliilling and eilen t iinrnoliility." Givcn 
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fWfftiMTHi'^ sundpoint, and admitting and passing ovcr 
ihc intentiorul contradictiun in the terms of the stalement, 
while it rcealU maiiy sayings of Obtimanrt, it doct not 
rtcall any that arc bcttci taid or more suggestive in their 
own degrec And to reeur to an analogy which 1 have 
already initittiitd, thwr \% prceiwMy the wmc vein of senti- 
ment in lxt%hrüt whloh cnfthled us to comparc Ohtrmmm 
to tho romances of Mra. RadcJiiTe. U Obermann i3 the 
VaUncourt of the " MyMeries of Udolpho," Isabellc ts its 
Emüy. and onc may faintly marvel as to what would be 
tho centequence of their nuptial*. alter js m&ny .ndventures 
and mystcrid of the soul as these characters experieneed 
in the Castle of the Apcnnincs. 

IsmbtUt i*> not <vri»inly great; it may oven he that it is 
not ttmarkable, but it is cxceedingly natural, and it shows 
great insight into certain phases of womanly character. 
It has also several mcmorablc passage*. as for ctample: 
■ \f ittiremcnt dorsi not beeome to us as an asylum, it 
drprives tu of all other." The datc of publicarion is 
lubocqucrU to the first edition of the " Free Mediuuons," 
jret many yeare w»iu to divide it front lhal admirablc 
«o«k. It i» ol the period of Obttvnann and the carlier 
Krv€näty but with a ceruin vague Suggestion of a liltle 
farther progrets Thcrc is a dim and hesitating tendency 
to reoognise rcligion and a field for its Operation. It ia 
not pethap« ncecssary to &ay that religion itself b mis- 
underttood, that there is assumed to be an adTancc in 
religio us notiont when the ethical pari of religion come* 
lnttilly into the mind, to the cxclusion not only of 
*h*t U understood to be superetilion but nlso of doctrinc 
and ceremonial. A* to thc«c poinH Scnancour is more 
decpljr wrong !«cau*c he i» partially right. Moral» boax 
the »rot foundaiion to icltgion that a concrete IfHindtflOll 
*ud a daxnp-couise may be hcld to bcar to a housc; «o 
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albo ceremonial is not religion.any niort* lhan a scallokling 
i* a house, but scaflolding is not unserviceable in the coursc 
of housc-mnking: doctrine again is not religion, any morc 
thin the ground-plan is the house itself, yet thc ground- 
plan is not unhrlpful tO a scheine of architecture. 

I have now pa>sed in levicw, as fully as tliese limitt 
pcrnut, all thc memorials bequcathcd to us by the author 
of Obfrniann. Thosc which have the Clements of per- 
mincncc are the note-books of his soul in various stages of 
growth. Though we can tracc in all a congenital inteL- 
lertual limiratinn which cut him off from tho greater 
hpintual cxpcricncts, those readers for wbora I have written 
hcre and have translated thc pages which follow will, I 
belicre, confess with me that we communicate in Senan- 
cout with an cxpcricncc which is real of its kind and is, 
wlthin ita own ränge, remarkable, The pessimist has 
passed into an Optimist — in the better sense of the a- 
pression — and the naturalist into a tnystic, Loo often for 
buch vanations to have, in themselves, any stränge aspect ; 
but thc conversion in the case of Senancour had special 
charactemties of its own which set it, to some extent, 
apart, and thc records of his inward life nrcan interesting 
i: !y and admirable ai an objcci-lesson. Betwoen Obtr- 
mann and the KAftMÜmt there was assuredly a long 
pilgrimage of ihe soul, and though it left Senancour still 
(ar fiom thc end, his face was set lowards thc cvcrlasting 
Salem j and amidst much which is sad in his history, and 
nmidst much whicli destroys illusion, we can still 5tand in 
-pirit over his romli ai Saint-Cloud, and in no uneertain 
manner assure ourselvcs that Eternit/ has become indeed 
hw rcluyc. 

A. E. WAITE. 





It will bc seen that the&c leitcts aie the self-expression 
of a man who feeU and not of a man who acts. Memoire of 
ihis kind are ouuide all concern of the uninitiated, but it 
u powible (hat they may intcrest the adcpLs. Sonic of 
thc*e will regard with inlerest what ha* becn experienced 
by one of thcir fratcrnity , nah othcrs thcre has becn 
kindred esperience ; and one has come forwnrd 10 describc 
it, or at lernst to artempt iia description. The writer, how- 
cvcr. must be judged by his lile as a whole, and not by his 
earlier ytran ; by his cntire correspondence, and not by an 
noUted pastage of a venlurctomv or roruanetque kind. 

Letter* of thi» cla*s, which are dcvoid of arl or inlngue, 
mtut unavoidably mcet with tmall lavour oultidc the 
«cattered and arcanc asiociaiion to which the wiiter bat 
been affiliaied by Nature. The pcrsonalities which compoie 
it are for the mou part unknown ; the specics of private 
memoria] which is thui htfpMithflri 1 them by one of their 
ktndrcd, ein refleh ilicm only through public Channel*, and 
that ai the nsk of wearying a considcrable number of grave, 
imtrueted and even amiauic people. The editor's duty 
may bt limited loa wi>rd •>' * » ""Hi that ncithcrj-cmu* nor 
«eiencr are to ho fuund herein, that thi* [l BOt to be retard cd 
ai a work, nnd that pobuhly it raay eren bc aaid that it ir. 
not a rcasonablc book. 
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There arc numcrous produetions in which human nature 
ig »kctched by a fcw bruad lines. If, notwithsianding, these 
prolix epit-tlcs cüuld niake a sinelc man knowti Almost in 
his coinplctencss, they might well bc both fresli and useful. 
Tbcy arcfar from fulfilling even such a restrictcU purpoäe, 
IhiI if Ihcy Oo not in any sense contain all that rr.ighl bc 
Opected, they at lcast compnse a part, and ihis is enongh 
lo justtfy them. 

Theic letters are not a romance. There is no dramatic 
movement, there arc no events preroncerted and led up to, 
and there Unnratastrophi- ; therc in nothingin the collection 
wiuth is genurally understuod by inteiest, uotbing of thal 
progressive sequence, of those episodes, of that Stimulus to 
curiosity which are the magic of many good books and the 
trirkery ol m.my nthers. 

At the umc timc, therc are dcacrlptions to be found 
herein, but ihey arc those which makc for the undermand- 
ing ot* natural things, affording lights, perhaps too often 
neglectcd. on the corrcEpondence betwecn man and that 
which he call» inanimaie. 

The passions arc also represented, but they ane those of 
a man who was born to reeeive what they promise, yet to 
be himself without passion ; to employ all, but have only a 
singlc end. 

Love will agnin be discovered, but it is (oft experienced 
.1! t n nianncr which perhaps remained to be expressed. 

Prolixittes have a place also ; it is not denied them in 
Nature. The heart is scldom precise, is never a dialectician. 
Rcpeütions will be met with, but if things are good, 
why so sedulously avoid reverting to them? Tlic rcncti- 
tions of "Clarisw," the Disorder am! preicndcd egotism of 
Montaigne, rcpel none but the merely ingenions rcader. 
Rouiseau was diffuse frequently. It would appear that 
the author of these letters did not shnnk from the pro- 
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Iixitic* and ihc dcviations of an unuaraimclled style. He 
has «ritten out his thought at füll Icngth. It is true that 
*»-au had a right to be sotncwhat apun out; in the 
firrwn! esse, the usc of the aame licence is simply bccause 
it haa *eemcd to be good and natural. 

Kinally, contradictions will be encountered, or ihose, 
at le*st, which are ftequently classed as such. But why 
abuuld we be oflended at Unding, ovtr malten» which are 
dubtous. the for and against brought for ward by the sarnc 
man? Ai it ii indispensable to combine both in order to 
seize their dnft, to weigh, deeide and make choiee, does it 
not come lo the samc thmg wlictlicr ihey are in one book 
or m different books? As a fact, when advanced by one 
man, it is often done with more equal force, in a inore 
analogous manncr, and that which it is advisable to adopt 
is more clearly seon. Our affections, our desires, our very 
vntiments, our opinions even, change lhrough the Jessens 
of evcniÄ, the opportunitics of reflection, with Age, with all 
our nature. The man who is so utterly in Agreement 
with hirmelf deeeives cither himself or you, He has a 
sistem, he has taken a side. But the man of sincerity says 
lo you : " My feclings were thuse ynce, but tlicy are these 
n',w ; hcie are my inatenaU, buitd for yourscll the Imuw 
of your thought." 

It is not for the frigid man to distingtiish the difTcrences 
of human sensations; just as he is unacquainted wiih their 
cxtmt so he is unaware of theit rariety. Why should 
divente poinu of view bc more astonishing at diverse ages 
of the samc man, or even at the samc moment, lhan they 
are in düTercnt men ? One oUcrvcs, one sceks, but does 
not, bowever. dccide. Would you require that the holder 
of the teakt shouki first of all find the weight which will 
insure the equilihmittt Everything should bc in harmony 
nodoubt tn an exaet and logical treatise an positive subjeet» ; 
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object in view. Whatsoerer may bear his nunc will tend 
to the samc purpose ; whether he writes himself or makes 
public the work of otbers, he wi.l oerer swerve aside from 
the moral aim. He does not seek as yet to attain it ; any 
important writing, dcsigned to be usetul by its nature, a 
veritable work, such as can be sketched solely, but none 
can pretend to complete, sbould neither be put forth 
hurriedly, nor eren undertaken too soon. 
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Had it boen at my disposal, 1 thinlt thai you would havc 
boen nunc the wi»er. I shouid luve Leen afraid of your 
caulion ; für wnee m ll.c wyrld, it bteined neo:a-*ry lo ihrow 
diM:iclnHi 1'- the wm<Ji. A n.niüwaiul titnorüus prudence 
in those to whom fate lud Confidol mc, spoilcd my fast 
ycars, and, T verily belicre, has wrought mc permanent 
injury, The way of Wisdom lies hrtwo n diffidenoe and 
trmtriiy; the pMlh Is difficull. Wisdom must be our^uide 
so far J0 her horizon is clcar, but as to ihings unknown wc 
ruYc*-onfy insiinet If ibe Uttcr be morc hoiardous than 
\cauln-m, ni tca&t it xccomplish« greater results — it cither 
ctestroys or preserves us ; at times its rashness ptoves our 
solc retfuge, and its ptrt is haply to rcpiir the calamitic« 
which hnvc fH.cn hroughf about by discretion. 

Wc must cilher drag the weicht of ihe cliain for ever, 
or it must be cast oiT without pausing to ddi berate ; onc 
or tbc other seeins lo me unavuidable. If you are of the 
same mind, encourage me by saying so. Well do you 
know the galling rhain which has just boen broken. I im 
required to undertake what it was imposslhle for me to 
fulfil properly; to cmbiace a State of life on aecount of 
its emolument , to dedicate tlic capacities of my being to 
that which is cssentially repugrtant lo its riat ure. Ought I 
to havc stooped to a momentary compliance, to the deeep- 
lion of a Vinsman hy persuading him to bclierc that 1 
should adopt permanently what t could harc begun only 
with a longing to abindon, and thut live in a condition 
of embroilment, in an unending loathing? May he admit 
my inability to comply and hold me exoised ! May he 
end by TcaH*ing that conditions so diverse and so antago- 
: i»iic, whcrein the most contrary dbpositions find thil 
which belongs to them, cannot be suited indtjTcrcntly to 
crery temperament ; that it is inaufficient for a way of life 
which ha* contviiding interests and compeütions for its 
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ohjrct lo bc reputeti honest, tecausc onc may amass 
tbatän wiihout thicving snme thirty or forty thour.aiul livres 
ptrannum, and that, in a word, I could not forejjo lx a ing 
a nun in Oidci lo bc a BUB of buMiic*a. 

1 malte no aitcropt to btas you, 1 statc thc (Acts , it is 
fix you to judge conocrning them. As you havc yoursclf 
rcm*r«<d, a fricnd'ft part im to dcddc witfcout too nmch 
ptnltliry. 

II ad you chanccd to bc at Lyon*. I should scorccly havc 
formcd my resolvc bcfotc Consulting you, for thcn I 
mint hlft hiddcn ttjtttt .\way; *a it wa«, I h;id mtrcly 
to rcauin sflcnt. As Chance itsclf is invokcd to amhorisc 
those stcps which we conclude to bc unavoidnblc, I thought 
it fortunatc that you wetc :iway. I could never havc gonc 
contrary to your opinion, but I was not aony to act 
wiihout it, so conscious was I of all lU.il could be urged by 
rcason against thc law which a specics of fatality imposed 
on nu\ acain« thc cmoimn which carried me away. I 
havc followfd rather this private but magisietial impulsc 
than cold temptations to calculatc and defer, which, under 
thc guiae of caution, may perhaps paruke largcly of my 
own indolent Constitution, and of a certain inflrmny Ifl 
petfonnucc. I luve taken thc -Av\), and I am glad of 
it; but «bete ii thc nun wh» cao ever fcel positive 
Üut he has actod wiscly as rtftard* thc final conacquenet* 
of things ? 

I havc becn cipUining to you why T havc fhilcd to 
adopt thc courw that was required of mc; I must now 
aay why 1 hirc not donc anythmg eise I examined 
■bCthoi I should discajd absolulcly that calling which I was 
desired to aeeept, and by this 1 was led to considcr what 
other I mifcbt Mumc, and on what molution I should fix. 
Ii was a casc of adopting, of Martin^, perhap* for lifc. 
what so many people, void of all other inner rtaourecs, 
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designatc ai a calUng. I found nonc that was not foreign 
to my naturc, or opposcd to my judgmcnt. I questioned 
uiy na] seif; I Itvfend upidly all that cnvironcd me ; 
of my IcUow-rnen I dcmanded whcthcr they Mt U I dfed, 
öl things whcthcr thcy accorded witb my Uistcs, and I 
found that there was hannony ncilher betwcen myscll and 
jocicty, nor betwcen my wams and the Conventions which 
it hos fashioned. I pauscd in dismay, confeious that I 
was about to consign my life to unondurable tedium, to 
mortifications as endless an thcy wc.mld bfl wirhout objccl. 
I «et before my heart in sucecssion all that inen secle in 
the various occupations which thcy choose. I «ought even, 
by the charms <rf Imagination, to embcllish those mani- 
fold designs which they offer to ihcir passions, and the 
visionary nimr. lo which thcy ordam their years. I sought, 
I Ray, hut I failed. Why is carth thus otripped of illusions 
in my eyes ? Sattely 1 have in nowibc known, the void I 
find everywherc- 

In tliat day, the tirst whtch made known to nie the 
nulhmgncss whereby I am encompawed, in that day which 
transformed my life, had the Icnvcs of my destiny been 
placcd in my hands to be turned nr ciosed for ever, with 
what apathy bhould 1 have sunendered the empty pro- 
grct*iun of the« hours, so protracted and yet so ßceting, 
»tcuped in so inuch of bitterness, and coinforted by no 
truc joy. As you arejaware alrcady, it is my ill-fortune that 
I luve never been young ; the long-drawn wenriness of 
my catlicr years has sccmingly eradicated Illusion. I am 
undeeeived liy the cmhcllishmc-iits of externa! things; my 
haJf-closcd cycb are never dajuled; too fixed, are ncTcr 
iniehcd. 

That day of racillation was at least a day of liglu ; it 
lod me to recognise within myself what heretofore I could 
uever di»rern clcarly. In the greatest pcrplexity which 



OBERMANN 




had cvcr knftwn, I cnjoycd for thc first time the 
consdousncss of my true seif. Pursucd even in the 
mournful repose of my aecustomed impassiveness, and 
cumpcllcd tu be »umething, I became at length uiysclf; 
and in theae COuAnui*,, tili inen unkmjwn, I was Cunscious 
of an energv, At fast consUicted and dolorous, bul with 
a tpecies of repose in its fulness which tili then I had not 
■q ; n: rwr'i This :n',rc(.'il.Ic lud UlMttpflCttd DOOdltlOB 
üiduccd tbc trjin of thought which duicrniined me. It 
seemed to off« the eaplanation of a fact which Is one of 
daily obserrance, tlut actual dtsporitics of foitune axe not 
tbc governing oeeuions of che felicity or misery of men. 

! refleeted thnt the true life of man is within lnm, while 
that which hc denves from without i* only adventitious 
and subservient. He in irnmcasurahly more influcneed hy 
objccU in aecotdance with the circumstanot» in which 
thry find liiui, tban in aecordance wiih their uwn naturc. 
Duiiiig llic wliulc period of a life which in »ubjeet U» Ihcir 
unending nicxlilicacion*, il is j*»fcible fui huu to heconie 
their resulL Üut in this cver-shiltmg scrics, it if hc only 
who abwies in Ipitfl of chaagfl, whilst thc outward things 
related to him are tranfiformrd cniircly; it follow that 
cach onc of thc impresses whirh they makc on him 
depends far raore, as conoerni bis felicity or miifortune, 
OQ ihr condiliun in which it find» lnm, Ihan either ».■" du: 
Sensation which St occaaioni or the change for the time 
whieh it effects in him. To be that which hc ought is 
ihus in räch specific moment of his life what is vital above 
all ihings to man. Thc advantageous adjustment of his 
tunoundings ukes a lowcr rank | it b I benefit of a 
»ubordinate grade for any given moment. ßut tbc suc- 
eettion of theae impuUions becomes in their Aggregate thc 
troc original! of the inward motions of man, and henee, 
if each one of such influcners be singly almost neutral, 
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ihnr um Mal doca not the leas constitutc our destiny. 
Iacvcrything of c*]uaI importance in ihis round of recip- 
rocal rclations and cffecis ? Is man, whose absolute E&MR) 
is ßo dubious and his ostensible liljerty so restricted, 
com pcllud Co «c reise a conutant Option demanding an 
unwavenng will, evur free and (Hiwerful ? Whilst hc cm 
control so few events, and can so littlc goveru the majurity 
of his own inetinations, is it essential fof the peace of hu 
life that hc should foresee all, should direkt all and deter- 
mino everything wirh so muri» solintunV that, even if 
iuccesifiil invariably, it must atill be the torment of that 
life? Should it be cqually essential to control these two 
motions witb llicir uniformly uiutual Operation, but if 
litis, notwithstanding, should excecd the powers of man, 
and if the very eflbrt neecsaary to produce it he 
diamctricnlly enntrary to the esuie which is nntieipated 
therefrom. how can we most closely approKimate to this 
result white renouncing the impracticable mcans which at 
Drt>t si^ht seemed alone capablc of ensuring it? '1 he 
Solution of this problem would be the grand achievement 
of human wisdom, and the primc ohjeet which could be 
orTered to that in ward law which impcls us to scek tot 
happinesfl. To this enigma I thought that I had found 
an elueidation corresponding to my presenl needs; perlup» 
they bclpcd to my aeeeptance of it. 

I eonsidered tbat ihe first condilion of thing« was most 
vital of all in ihis o&cillation which is reacting incessantly, 
and in consequence invariably draws less or more frorn that 
first estate. I reflected : Let U8 before all be that which 
become* us ; let us takc up that poniion which suits our 
nature, and then give way to the current of erents, striving 
only to be preservcd in conformity with ourselves. Thus, 
whatever may beehancr, free from all olien anxietics, we 
«hall determine outward things, nol by their transformation 
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in tbcfnscjves, which to us matte-ia Uulc, but by ruling 
tbeir influence upon us, which i« alone of consequcnce, is 
the mott ea*T toaccomplUh, and does tnore to maintain 
our heing hy moMfalf and rcturning upon itsclf thc 
ccmcmng cffort. Whawoever be ihc eflcet which is pro- 
duced on us by that aheolutc influenae of things which is 
tivt tu be thanued by u&, wc retain always in the last 
reaource much Ol thc unpulsc that was originally wnparted, 
and thereby wc approximatc morc than we could otherwise 
hope for to thc happy pcTscveraiKr of the wisc. 

S*i \uoii ■ ni:iti \x--.:i- to refle«:!, I'rom tlw mummt 
•.hat he ccas.es to iic bornc away by thc tust appetite and 
tbc uneonsidered laws of mstinet, all cquity and morality 
bccomvto torntcslcntaqticstion of caating-up, and taution 
consitt* m thc calculation of the ßreater or thc less. I 
thought that I could disoern in my conclusion a» clear a 
rcsult as that which follows a procedure witli numucra, 
Sincf I um giviiuj you an seeuunt uf my intcntionv, and 
not of my mmd, and am far Ica» coiiccrncd m justifying 
my deciuon than in indicating how 1 reached it. 1 shall 
not attempt to render a better aecount of my reckoning. 

In confornuty wiih ihix point fif view, I Abandon thc 
remote and manifold anxicticr. of thc futurc, which arc 
a]«ap so cxbausting, and often 30 vain : onee, and for all 
life, I devote myvclf solcly to thc dupoaition both of myself 
and of outward things. I do not in any *en*e dUi<-inl;l< 
how far thi* work fl likcly to remain incompicte, or how 
much I may be dcflcctcd by circumstanc«, but I shall at 
laut do all (hat i* in rny power. 

1 have deemed tt nceeawy to Charge thinga before 
changing otyiclf. ThU initial enterprue may wdj be 
achicred more quickJy than thc second, and it was not 
in aecordanet with my old way of lifo to be QODOmd 
scriuusly ahoot myaelf. Thc alternative nf the crucial 
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momcnt in which I found myself, drove uie to ponder Grsi 
ofall overeatcmalalteraüuns. It is in ihe exemption from 
ifluenccs, as in ihe silence of thc passions, that il 
is possiblc to eximinc ourselvcs. I seek a refuge among 
these still mountain places, which, in their disunl view, 
impressed my early years. I Iiave no notion where I 
stall halt, but wnte to ine al Lausanne. 
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It was night when I reachcd Geneva, and I took up my 
quarters in a none too cheerful Hostel, vvhcre my Windows 
opened o» a courlyard. The Arrangement did not dis- 
please mc. On my ciitrance into so glorious a country 
I dcferred willingly the kind of surprise which is atten- 
dant on a novrl pagcant. Wishing to cnjoy it in its 
(ulncss instand of rrduring its effcct l«y a gradual experi- 
ence, I kcpt it for the hrightcst hour of the morning. 

On leaving Geneva I «et forward, solitary, free, devoid 
"I precise eud, willi no other guidc than a passable map 
which I carry about mc 

I was starring on my independent lifc. I was about to 
lakc up my abode in perhaps the onc country of Europe 
whcre, inaclimatc of modoratc ck'tncncy, the seenic wild- 
nesi of natural siluations rnay still bc found. Soothed by 
the very efleet of that energy which had been aroused by 
the conditions of my exodus, satisfied in thc possession of 
my irue naiure for ihe first time in thc course of my 
nugntory days, looking for simple and sublime enjny- 
ments with thc eagerncss of a youthful heart, and that 
wnsibüity, the fruit, at once bitter and precious, of my 
prolonged weariness, I was fervid and yet tranquü. I was 
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happy undcf ihc $hlning sky of Ccncva, whcn ihc sun, 
aouing abovc thc lofty snows, unfolded bcfore me ihis 
uuivlilcstt rcKion. It was in thc vicinily of Goppel that 1 
bchcld thc dawn, not in barren l>cauiy, as l had seen iE 
out of Dumbcr, but mvested with a lovcliness so 
Rrand and exalted, that thc »eil of illusion feil onee more 
hdbnt my dejoeted eye*. 

You arc unacqiuintcd with this nountry which. accordlng 
to Tavernicr, can bc compared only with a singic place in 
ihr East. You can form no exaet notion conoerning it. 
Thc majcttic crTccti of Nature can nerer be pictured as 
they *re. Had I lcs* reali«ed thc augustne» and aecord- 
»nce of thc wholc ; had not thc translurid air invested it 
with an aspeet which word* tail to portray ; had f been 
other lhan I am, I mi^nt ntlumpl to bring liefere you thesc 
snow-bound and fiBDlng ptnntfiw. these clouded vak-s, 
these black scarp* of Uic Savoy slopes, thc hüls of Vaux 
and thc lewer Jura, perhaps too bcaming, but ovenhadowed 
|jy thc Alp» of ftniycre and Ormont, and thc vnst wuters 
of I^man, ond all thc movement of In waven, and all its 
mcosured terenity. Possihly my inward State nddcd lustre 
to these place»; no man perhaps ha« experienevd in their 
presene* all tiiai was Mi by ine. 

It is Ihc laculty of far-teaching scnsibility to derive 
more interne dclight frotn its own impressions than 
front posilirr enjoyment* ; thc latter makc known their 
uuitts, but thosc which promim.' ihis ncntimcnt <if an 
illiuiiublc power arc viut hkc it, and seein to body forth 
that unknown world which wc arc for ever secking. I 
•bould baaitate to affirm that thc man whose heart ha« 
becn taccrited by habitual suffering* may not bc endowed 
by his my wretebedness with a capocity for p!ca*urci 
which axe unknown to tbc happy, and passes» over 
theirs the advanUgc of a greater independence and a 
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pcrmanencc which supporta cven old age. For mytclf, 
m lins momcnt, which nceded only anothcr hcart to bcat 
in tinisan with my own, I cxpcricnce«! how much one 
hour of lifc outvalurji a ycar of cxistcncc, how rela- 
tive in all withio ua and vrithout us, and how our mis- 
fyrtum» arc conaequunt in the niaia on our misplaccmeM 
m the unicr <>l Lliin^h, 

The high road Itom Gcncva to Lausanne is plcasant 
throughout ; for the most j>art it follows the shorcs of 
the lake, and it lod me towards the mountains. I had 
nn thouglit Of leaving it, nor did I pause Uli, approach- 
ing Lausanne, on a slupe, with Die town out of sight, 1 
awaited the close of day. 

Tlic evcmngB are unplexsant at the inns, cxücpt when 
the fire and the twilight hclp out the time tili supper. 
When the days *re long, this rJresomc hour can be 
avoidcd only by eschewing travelling during the heal, 
which is just what I failed to do. Since my time at 
Füre* it lias been my habit to journey afoot when the 
country is attractivc, and once I am on the way, a speci« 
of impetuosity forbids my pausing tili I am almost at Ihr 
end of my «xcuraion, Convcyanccs are casentinl to carry 
one rjuickty along the dtiaty highway and the rutted and 
miry tracks over the plains, but ctifranchised from business 
and abroad in the real country, I see no need to travel by 
post, and one is shackled too much by taking onc's own 
horses. 1 confess that an arriva! on foot is not just at 
first so well reeeived at the inns, but it is only a matter 
of moments for a host who knows his buiinets to dis- 
tinguish some dust on the shoe* from a pack on the 
thuuldcrs, lad 'hat there is suflkient prospect of emolu- 
ment to Btlta liiui uneover with adue air of respect. You 
will soon find the servants inquirmg, much as they would 
do to any one : M Has the gcntleman given his Orders?" 
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I was under thc plnci of Jorat; thc cvening was en- 
cliaatsng, thc woock wctc still, the air was placid, the 
iununü voftcned but not cluuded. AU Becroed slationary, 
Ulamincd, suiucxiu^ and evcn as I raised up my eyes, 
long fasteoed on thc moss whcic I rechncd, 1 experienced 
an angust fanusy which was prolongcd by my musing 
nood. Thc »tcep «lope strctching downwards to the 
hke was hlddcn from mc liy thc rlsing ground on which 
I sat, and the surfoce uf the luke, a& if sloptng stecply, 
■W urJ to IUI up lts oppositc bttnk in the air. Mist» 
pailljr inreatod the Sa»oy Alps, which appeaicd to rnerge 
into them and to be draped in the same hues. The glow 
of the setting sun and the vacant spare of air in thc depth 
of Valait ctaltcd these mountains, isolnting them from 
eaith by tcranint: th.-ir Kw; and Ihcii v: iStOWS, vmd Ol 
conformaiion Ol COmpU-Aiun, i>Ia<uic und miowaLuJ, was 
hnagcd forth as a concoursc of tempestuous douds hang- 
inß out in Space. Therc was no longcr any earth aave 
that which held rnc up over rncancy, alonc, in thc midat 
of thc ithmitalJe, 

Such a moment l)cfittcd the first day of a new life ; I 
»hall know few hke iL 1t was my intenlion to finish by 
cbattmg U> yuu quitt at my cum% but vlccp i* wcigliui|[ 
alüce on band and head. These memones, or the luxury 
of imparting them, enn stave it off no longcr, and I 
will abandon thus fccbly tranalntinj; whnt I have feit »o 
keenly. 

Ilard by Nyon I had an unclouded viewof Mont Blanc, 
fron »U apparent foundationt u]>n-,ird ; but the liine was 
bf no mcans propitiout, it was liadly lightcd. 
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LETTER III 

I hAve liitle Ambition to scour Swiucrlaml in ihr cipaHiy 
of i tourist or curiosity scckcr. Ic is my wlsh to ho htte 
bccausc I fcel that I should not be at my eose dscwhcrc; 
this is iheonccounlry t>ordering on my own wliich affords, 
speaking geneully, soine vi those things thal 1 need. 

In what dircction I shall turn I am still undccided ; 
knowing nobody, »nd having ties of no kind herein, my 
ehoiee can be rulcd only hy ronsiderations borrowed from 
Ihc nature of the leealities. In thosc which I should 
prefet ihc Swiss climatc is an impediment. I alull rcquirc 
some icLtlcd retreat for Ihc winlcr season, and tfall is the 
first point that I musl determine ; bul long winlcr» char- 
icterisc these high regions. 

I was to!d at Lausanne : Hcrc ia the choieeat part of 
Switecrland, and that which is preferred hy all foreigners. 
Vou hiive seen Gencva and the shores of the lake ; you 
luve still to sce Ivrrdun, Ncufchätcl and Bcrnc; Locle 
xlso is usuaJly visited, being famou* for its iuduhtnal art. 
As for the real of the country, it is altogether wild; onc 
gets over the English jwssion for exhausting and imperil- 
ling onc's setf in ordet to contemplatc iee and skelch 
waterfalls. Fix your quarters here ; the pays de Vaud is 
the only region which is suited to a foreigner; and m the 
pays de Vaud there is only Lausanne, above all for a 
Frcnchman. 

I gare Ihcin my füll assurance that I should not select 
Lausanne, and they rcgnrded me as highly ill-advised. In 
the pays de Vaud there orc conspieuous bcautics, but I am 
convineed beforehand that, as regards its greatcr portion, it 
is one of thow* places which I shall least care for in Switxer- 
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Und. The country and thc people- are pretty much the 
tarne a* claewherc, and I am in siurdi of olher mannen 
and a new natuie. If I wexe acquainted witli Gcriuan, I 
think it powiblc that I might go to Lucerne, but French is 

■MtaffiOOd '>»!>' lll fl tlur<! pari ol' Swit rrrlwd, fllld thifl 

thtrd is exaeriy thc mo« vivaeious and thc Icost removed 
from Frcncb cuutoms, all of which things occasion me pro- 
fuund indeciaion. I liavc very ncarly detertnined to see 
the ihor« of NeufchAtel and ihe baa VnUis, after which 
i-'ht tum towards Schwitf, or into thc Untcrwaldcn, 
notwithstanding thc grave obitade of a langunge with 
which I am wholly unJSamili.ir. 

Havicjt noticed a Utile bke, which is called de Brc" OC 
de Hray in the oiaps, and is located at some height in 
the regions above Cully, 1 repaired hitber with the idea 
of iMttaf wat*f-*idrs lhat arc almost unknown, and re- 
fnun frrqucntrd roads. This projeet l have fore- 
I fear that thedistriet will prove siniply medioere, and 
that thc ways of the country-folk, 50 noar to Lausanne, 
will mit nie even le»». 

I lad mtcndcd to crossthe Lake, and yestcrday cliartercd 
a boot to takc me orcr to thc Savoy «de. This design I 
hare also had to tclinipiiHh ; thc weafher has been bad all 
day» and thc |Urfa<v <<( ilic water is still grcaily dtttUCfetd. 
Thc storrn itaelf is now over, the evening finc. My 
Windows open on the lakc ; thc white spume of the surges 
is flung from tnnc to timc mto my room ; it ha» even 
Iphthad the roof. The wind is blowing from thc south- 
west, in such a way thal it i* here iiactly that thc war« 
are at their »trongeat and higheut- Bclievc mc that thil 
ontJon and thesc meaaurod soundi unpart a strong 
irapetus 10 thc soul ! Had I to come out from onliruiry 
tue, had I to makc tny own way in the world, and did 
I feel depreased notwithstanding, I shoulil a»lc only for 
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i quarter of an hour by rayself beforc a »tornvtoat Ukc ; 
li would Boaroely, I ihink, lw the %m\ thinjp of «iitencc 

which would not coroe natural to mc. 

I am looking with con5iderabie impaticnec for thcarutwcr 

whuh I b>V1 Mkvd V'mi tu ,;iw ii:i\ .iml UiOUgll it cawiot 

reich mc as yct, 1 am continually on the point of sending 
ovcr to Lausanne in case they have omitted to forrard it. 
Bcyond dmil»t > [ »Ol >*0 BM in nn undeeided wny nll that 
you ihink tinoercly, «long wlnt linc* you foreaat the futurr, 
and whetbc/, seeing what 1 am, 1 have emd to dofag that 
which for many othera would have been a vciy thoughtk» 
courte to pur»ue. I have taken your a.lvior upOn trite, 
and my mo« important resolution indepcndcntly. For 
all that, you will not refuoe to £\vc mc V0UT opinion, 
Whk-h nmst sJthM »Icprcsa or encourage mc You have 
alrcady furgotten that in this instanoe I have made MJ 
plans at if I wished to conceal them from you ; a friend's 
misdeeds may bc present in our thoughls but not in our 
feeling*. I congratulatc you on having to forgive mc a 
fcw weakncsses ; without this I should not have as murh 
pleasure in relying on you; my o»n strength would fafl 
to afTurd mc UM palladium of your own. 

I wmc to you just as I should speak, much as one Ulks 
to hirnftclf Somctimcs wc have nothing to say to onc 
anothtr, and yct we feel the need of converaation ; it is 
ftt such times. that wc gossip most at our ease, 1 know of no 
walk which is so truly cnjoyablc as one which is «iihnut 
objeet. when the walk is for the sake of Walking, looking 
round wiihout m-.hing for anything, in an unrullled and 
»lnii>si cloudlcss hour, free of buiinesa, indifferent about 
timc, reconnoitring, as bj rli.-nwv, the wilds and woods of 
some unknown countty. The tnlk run* on mushrooms, on 
deer, and on the dry leaves bcgtnning to fall, Pcrhaps I 
turn to you and remark ; " Hcre is a spot which is almost 
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oounterparl of onc whcre my fallier »toppcd ncaxly tun 
yeaat aj;o to play a gamc of quoits with mc, and when: hc 
left his hunting-knifc. which w.is not to bc found nczt day." 
And then in y«.ur MTB fOfl teil mc | " Just whcrc wc crosacd 
hrook U a place which would hnve plcascd my own 
it. Towards tbc clotc of his lifo hc would drivc a füll 
frxiai Üie luwn jntu a dcnse wood whi-rc thcrc werc 
and water; l»c would ahght from thc cur r tage and, 
ictinict alone, somctimcs with mc for his companion, 
his seat on a rocky bouldcr. Togcthcr we would 
read thc ■ Live» of thc Bft!hm of thc Descrt/ and hc 
would tty to wc l ' liad J entcred A monastcry in my youth, 
In obedience to my call from God, I should liavc escaped 
ihe diuppointmcnu Nhicfa have becn my lot in thc world, 
I ihould not tie to-cUy so infirm and broken ; yet I »hould 
ha« had no son, and, in dying, should hsv«r Icft noiliing 
hchtnd mc on the earth.'" . . . And now hc it no morrl 

IBoth of them an* dcad and gone 1 
liiere arc inen Vag tttagfrlfl thtttftlfVI to be Walking 
m thc country when they aic prooccding in a »trniglit line 
down a dusly lanc Thcy have dincd, let us say, but Un.y 
wul Ukc :> tan just .ix far as ihe Marne and then go home 
to hackfpmmon. Wc, on thc contrnry, whm wc wer* lost 
In ihe woods of Fore*, went forward free and nt random. 
There was something of solcmnity in thosc niemoric* of 
a timc, then alrnuly umot-, which seerned to revitit us 
amwlit thc densencss and grandeur of thc foroftt. flow 
the soul ii enlargcd when shc mects with thing* Ixautiful 
and it the »mc tiflK unfomeen ! T would not have all 
that is her* pre-arranged and rcgulatcd. Ixt Ihr mind bc 
pamitted to pursuc its quests in a mcthodical mann er, 
and to systtmutnc »hat which it (.erforms ; but for thc 
heart, ii ihOoM not toit: inaUt on it producinp;, and it 
will bring forth nothing ; eultivation only nukes it barren. 
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Rccollcct the leticra which werc writtcn by R. to I... 
wbüin he denouii natcd bis friend. There «ras not a littlc 
frit in KfaOM |x:t(»rmancc«i bul of uneonstraint nothing. 
i..uli ;:iiiivii]iu.lly cunsiituted a distinct IhciU and turned 
on a special subjeet ; every paiagraph contained its own 
objeet and its proper thought. It was prepared as if for 
ihr pn V4, liier (hfl <*c*:iions of a didactic treatisc. We arc 
not, I thinlt, very likely 10 follow this cximple. Whcrc is 
oui need for wit? Whcn friends convcisc, it is to say 
anylhing Chat comes into their bcads. Therc U only one 
feature that I stipulatc for on your pari ; let your lettcr* 
be long; give time to your wrihng, 30 that tt mnjr takc mc 
time in the reading. For mysclf I shall often furnish the 
precedent. As to their contents, I am under no appre- 
hension ; thnt which we think and feel wc shall say 
of necessity, and is not this just what we should say ? 
When people preparc for a gossip arc they eanrful to 
premise : Talk aboiii this, talk about that ; divido the 
^jl>j<:ct, hegin at that point or at this? 

Supper camc in as I sat down to write, and they arc 
lamenting that the fish \s cold, or will, at least, be good 
cating no longer. And so farcwcll. It is trout frum ihc 
Rhone ; they have been singing its pratses, as if they did 
not know well enough that I am to eat alone. 



LEITER IV 

Thiel,/«/? 19(1». 
I have been on to Ivcrduu ; I have seen NeufchAtel, 
Bienne.and thevicinity. I am ttaying some days at Thiel 
on the fronticr of NcufchatcJ and Bcme. At Lausanne I 
took one of thosc hired coaches which are so common in 
Switxerland. I did not fear the lediousness of a convey 




iftCC; I was loo much laken up wilh my Situation, my 
hopes «o doubtful, the unccrtain future, the present alrcady 
uscless, and tbe emptincss past all bcaring which I find 
«jrcrywbcre. 

1 am sending you i fcw lincs wmtcn at various poinU 
on thc read. 

Ar Ivkujun. 
I rejoieed for a uioment to feel myself free and amidii 
teencs so lovely. 1 thought to find a better Life among 
tbcm, but I will confess to you that I am not satisfied. 
At Moudon, in the heart of thc |»ays de Vaud, I asked 
myself: Should I lead a happy lifc in these place», so 
cxtollcd and so sought after? But a profound wenri- 
ncRK drove mc onward immediately. Sulwcqucntly I 
endfüvrturcd to deeeive myself by referring tlns MDMtfOB 
ehtefly to a depressing feature of thc place. Moudon is 
weil timbered and seenic, but then there is no lake. I dc- 

drjid In M.uy thc night at Jvcrdun, rr: \\Ui\i\ \<y it- dwiriA Trt 

recorcr ihat sense of cnsc, tmerminglcd with mclancholy, 
which I prefcr to gladne». The Valley is beautifu), and 
thc town unc of thc prell i oh l in SwitzcrlamJ, but nolwilh 
»Unding thc KtUttf, ftOtwithitandmg thc lakv, iiutwith- 
»tanding thc lovelineas of thc day, I have found Ircrdun 
sadder than Moudon. What manncr of sunounding* 
murt I have? 

At NaurciUiu. 
This morning I left Ivcrdun, sweet town that it is, in 
other eye» ao pleaaant, but mournful in my own. Why it 
was ki I do not yet underatand aJtogcthcf ; I know only 
that to-day finds me in another fnzme of rnind. Il I had 
to defer thc choiee of a retreat such as I requirc, I would 
more willingly »pin out a whole ycar at Ncufchittl than a 
roonih at Yvrrdun. 

■ 
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AT SAlPfT-tUlllt. 

I am baeV from an exeursion in the Val de Travrr*. 
Ther* T begnn to rc&tise more fully what klnri of eountry I 
am in. The shores of the lakc of Gcneva arc indisputably 
finc, and yel it seems lo tue that sitnilar beautie» mighl 
be found elsewhcre, and, so fii 23 Lunccrn* the 
ü quitc ccrtajn that in themsclves and that which bcluiign 
to them, they arc similar to those of the piain 1. But this 
valley, holloweJ out of the Jura, ha» the scal of simplicity 
and graa&n ; U ia füll of RfldBHB aiid yet of tifr ; it is at 
onee colin and romantic, and though it hos no Lake, it 
has imprewed tue niore than did the shoies of Neufchltel 
or even of Genera, Ilere the land seems to be lese under 
the dominion of nun, while man himsclf is lc** given over 
to paltry Conventions. The eye is not so incessantly 
heset by ploughed fields, vineyards and villas, the falla- 
cious wealth of so many unfortunatc countrtrs. But lange 
villagw, but »tuiic-buÜt houses, but quest, vanity, appella- 
lion», wit, Ute caustic vein ! Wluthet do cwpiy dreants 
carry mc? At every jtacc ihc illusion coraes and goe» ; 
one hopes and i* discouragrd at each step; and is in 
rnnsiani muii'iori -.n this land ao rliflerent not only from 
other placcs but froni itsclf. I go on lo the Alps. 

At Thiel. 

I reached Vcvey by way of Morat, and did not pro- 
poie to mnke a stay Iure, but yealcrday I was Struck at 
my iwakcrung by the rnonl magnifleent speetacle which 
mornin^ GM protlucc in a couutry, the characleristic 
charm of which is. notwiths Unding, tnorc putoral than 
majestic. lience 1 have boen led lo tarry her« for a fcw 
days. 

My window remained open lll night, in aeeordance with 
my eustom. Towords four in the moming I was aroused 
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by Ihc liry;hmcM of ihc dAwn, and hy ihc fragrancc of 
ncw-mown hay, cut during ihc cool hours in thc light of 
Ihc moon. I eapected somts ordiiury sccne, and slood 
in amaacincnt für a niutncnt. Tbc raint uf the sulblicc 
liad iiuiiiUiiu-iJ thc abuudancc Of' wate* ptcviuuxly uu;ti- 
rauUtcd by thc well-spring of thc snow* of Jura. Um 
ipaoc between thc lake and Thiel was almo« oompletely 
fli>odrd ; ihr highext »pot* formed insulnfcd pasturcs in 
tlu: ntidst of tlu::c pblu of watcr ndgcd by Ihc cool 
mormng wind. Kar driven by thc wind over the half- 
»ubmerged thorc inight bc secn thc waves of thc lake. 
Shc-goaU and cowi led by thcir herdsman, drawing 
tustic sounds front hu hörn, passed at thc tnoment along 
a longue of dry bind which remained between the flooded 
plain and Thiel. Stones placcd at thc mosl diflirult ltoints 
iflbnltd Ol «uniiiuud ihb kuid of natural causewity. It 
waa not pu»»ible 10 disccrn thc grozing grouud whtcli 
tbese traclablc bcasts were destined to attain, and by thcir 
Urdy and vacillating gait it might t»c thoughi that Ihcy 
wenr making for thc lake, to \x ftuhmergcd thercin. Thc 
height* of Anct and ihc riense forest* of Julcmoni rose 
from thc breast of the waicrs like an island still wild and 
uninltabiled. The ntountainous chain of Vuilly skirted 
Ihc lakc on thc verge of thc borizon. Toward* thc 
touth thc expanae Ha» prolongcd Lchind thc slopes of 
Montmirail, and beyond all these objeets sixty leagues 
of eonian ice imposed on thc whole counrry thc matchlcss 
grandeur of Ihcsc hold feature* which conslitulc thc 
sublime in seencry. 

I took my dinncr with ihc toU-collcctor, who rather 
plcucd my humour. He is a man morc inclincd for 
lmoking and drinkitig tban for rancour, tcherning and 
• If.torrnrrt I seem to tolrrate in other* sowie hlbfitl 
which I haTc no Intention of a/tantm,;. Thcy are a 
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rcfuge frorn wcaxlncss; thcy hclp to ftll up thc tlu»c with- 
out thc troublc of talcing thought to fill it ; they dispensc 
onc frnm miiny IhinK» th*t .irc worse, an d •" place of (hat 
reposc of fdlciiy whlch is steen on no fatv, thcy imnrint 
at least that of a sufficing dütraction whioh conciliates 
oll, and is oppoted only to thc aoquisitions of the 
tnind. 

I took thu key with EM in thc evenuig, &o that I could 
return Ute «tthout being troubled ;»*> to time. The nioon 
had not yet risen, and 1 strayed thc length of the grecn 
waters of Thiel. But feeling disposed for continued 
iH Jining, nnd finding in thc warmth of the night an 
excuse for patsing the whole of it in the open air, I took 
the roadto Saint- Waise, leaving it at a lüde village, UBDCd 
Marin, which has the lake on the south, and descending a 
»teep slope to rechne on thc sarid, where the waves broke 
and expircd. The air was serene, no veil of mist was 
visible on thc lake. AU things slcpt, some in forgetfulness 
of their toils, others in that af their sorrows. Thc moon 
rose, 1 Unied a long time, and ubout niorning it poured 
upun the eaxth and the waters ihe meffablc sadness of ittt 
last gloncs. Very grand seemed Naturc when, ainidst pro- 
longed meditation, there was heard the roll of the waves 
upon thc deserted shore, in the calm of a night still glow- 
ing and still cnlightcned by a dying moon. 

Indescribable tenderiK&ä, charm and torturc of our 
empty days ; vast consciousness of a Nature which is every- 
where ovcrwhclining and everywhcrc msctuuble ; universal 
passion, advanced wisdom, voluptuous abandonment: all 
that a mortal henrt am hold of deep needs and deep 
weariness, all these did I feel, all pass through on ihat 
incrTaceabie night I u»ok an ominous stride towards 
the age uf decadence; I consumed len years of my life. 
llappy is thc simple nun whosc hca«t U for ever young! 
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Therf, ami.Nl ihr n-poac of the niy.ht, I qucMioncd my 
dnubiful destiny, my pcrttirhod hcart and thnt unimagin- 
&1*lc Natura which, including nll things, Bcems notwith- 
standing i<j fxjijijc what U Bought by mu in my yearnings, 
Who am 1 Üicnr 1 1 askcij my^cll. What niournful blqnd- 
ing of universal affection and indifferencc for all ends of 
actual lifc ? Docs Imagination impcl mc to scck in a 
faniA>ti<- ordcr für ohjcrts prcferrcd sok'ly becauao Ihcir 
vmunary suhstance, susccptihle of arbitrary mutation, 
es in my eye« Ihc specious forms of ideal bcauty, 
from »tili more fantastic alloy ? 
Thua, ob*ctvit) b ' currespondences in things which CJiri 
scarcely bc said to subsist between them, and for <vcr 
seckinß thnt whirh I shall ncrer obtain ; an alien nmidM 
vcritnblc Natura, a lnughing-*tock in the midst of men | 
1 ihall Lv forudooiiicd alwayx lu vain inclinationtt, and 
..In [in in lifc I fulluw my i-wii U;nt tu tlic will of ullicrs, 
in citiiiiMi oppiessiuu or m my private cousuaiui, 1 »hall 
have nothing but the ctcrnal torture of an csistence which 
i« always rcprc*sed and alway* miserable. But tbc cxtriTa- 
ß*noe* of an inflamed and innrdinate Imagination ara n» 
mueh without sutiÜtty aa without control : »port of the 
ebb and flow of his poasions, and of their hcadlong and 
unstemmed fervour, such a man will know neither continuity 
in !i* taste* not lr*ni|inllity in lux heart, 

Wbat ahoukj I share m common with him } All my 
taste* arc eonsiMcm ; what I love is unaiTcctcd and natm.il , 
I would form only simple hnbies, scrcne friendships, and 
follow an unvaried lifc How *hould my ycarnings he dis- 
ordcHy? I ol*Cfvc in them only the neetJ, the conscious- 
o( harmony, and of the fitncas of üiin^s How yhould 
my inclination« Ik hatclul to other men? 1 love only 
that which the best of them have also loved ; I seck what 
all may have, what ia ne<*ea*ary to Ihc wtnta of all, what 
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woulU put a pcnod lo tltvir wrulcuodiictt ; 1 «ci onlj thc 
lilc oi thc good, and my \>acc in tbe peace of alt 

Truc it is that I love Nature only, but for thi* v«y 
ffafton ! dn not l>y any rocan* lovc my«clf cKclufltveiy, 
cvcn in my sclf-lnrc, and othcr mni .irr romprUcd in that 
Nature which I love ihc morc on account of thcm. A 
desuolic emotion atlacha tnc lo all lovable irnpnsftion»; 
my heul, füll of itutilf, of humanity and of Ihc primeva] 
harmony of bcrn^i, Im* ncvcr known |>er*anal or fiery 
pasrions. I lovc inytclf, hui an with in Nature, as in thc 
order ihat ^hc will», a* associatcd with thc man whom «hc 
•*ill\, o* aHSociatcd with thc man whom shc lieget», and in 
consonanoe with thc totality of thinra. In truth, unto 
thi* jiresent at lca*t, nolhmg which oüts posseucs my 
afftxlioa fully; an incxprcssiblc emptinoa is thc unfailing 
eharacteriatic of my thirtting toul. But all that which 1 
lovc (night bc, rarth in ita fulneas »night raiftt after my own 
hcort, wlthotit anything bring transformed in Nature or in 
man himself, excepting thc transient conbngcncics of thc 
social order. 

Nu, not of auch i* ihc ccccntnc man. Hu extrava- 
gance has artificial causes. Thcre u no connection or 
harmony in hi» arTections, and «oeing that thc erroneou* 
and thc incongruous are in human innorations eaclusivcly, 
all thc iilijcciv uf hin dWtraetion arc derivvd from that order 
of tbin>;» liy which thc inaenntc pmSOAl of men Bt 
excued, and thc per aUten i icrincnUcion of their minds for 
ever agitated in contiary düections. 

} or t»y*clf I lovc thing* which art, and I lovc them aa 
they irc. I dciirc not, »eck not, conccivc not anything 
de of Nature. For o* my thought may go astray 
and dinxt itsclf towards amterr or tanUstic objeets, 
towaids Ihings that ort rctnolc or ciuaordinary ; and con 
•CMW» only of afulhy lowards tlial which it oflered I 
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and at hand, that which Nature normally produees, I 
asptrc to whot is rcfwcd mc, things stränge and rare, 
unlikely circumstanccs and a romanesque destiny; Mill, 
M i'ic othcr band, I u*k through all my life that llOM 
«hieb Nature coniaim u( navssily, which tuen should all 
posiess, which olonc can occupy our days and satisfy our 
bcarts, in a word, that which comprise» life- 

M I do not ncod things (hat in dfftetfl of auainment, 
or arc cc*ervcd lor a fcw, so also I require not thing» ncw, 
variable, or manifold. That which tias once plcased will 
plaaa* mc iH-rmancndy ; what has once tufficcd for my 
wann will an* wer for them through all timc. Any day 
likc anothcr day which proved a happy one is aUo happy 
for mc ; and as the pcrrmptory nccds of my nalure are 
alwnya prctly much thc «iinc, Yccking that nnly whirh iln-y 
caact, 1 clciitc invariably much about thc sann- ihm^s. 
Supp04ing that I am contented to-day, 1 sh.ill be thc »mc 
to-monrow, to thc ycar'send.and throughout my wholc lifo, 
«hilc, if my lot he uniform, at thc «amc timr my wfahca 
Q afmple that thcy can ncvcr fail to be fulflUcd, 

Tfce love of power or of richts ia ecarcely low foreign 
to my cluuactcj than an? covetou«nc**, revenge, or bfttfc 
There U BXhipg wtfcfc \hunld MtlMIgJI olliw* of my Und 
from mc, 1 am a comptmor with none of them ; 1 can 
no morc be jwilou» of them than I can hatc them ; I should 
rrpodiat-r that which rmxleads them, rejeet thc opportunity 
to prnrail over them, and 1 Uo not wUh even to tranacend 
them in merit I confide in my natural goodne». Happy 
in tbe fact that I need few cfforU to prevent mc frotn 
doinit cril, I »hall not torture myaelf unncccavnily, and 
on condition that I am an honest man I ihall not aiaumc 
to be a linuoun one. Virluc u, in itsclf, vcr>' eonsiiU r- 
able, but lim w fortunatc that it is not indispensable, and 
I sbaU abandvn it lo others, which n to deatroy thc solc 
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cmulation possiblc bctween them and nie. Tlicii vir Lucs 
arc Amliiiinim likc ihcir paitions , tbcy parade them osten- 
tatiously, find what they Utk t>y ihcir mcan* is above all 
ihr primoey. I am not in the Ums apaina! them, not even 
für that prize. Whal »hall ] lose hy rclinqulshinfj fluch 
pn i-iiuiu im i- ii. ilnii favuur ? Amung the qualitica which 
they designate virtuc*. Lhoar alouv Ixv hclpful which are 
nalivc to Lhc man who i$ constitulcd U I find tnywlt to 
lx\ and as I would willingly hcÜcve that every man is 
uriginally ; for the «iihur-, ihey arc complex, arduous, im- 
potinß, arrogant, and tbvj in 00 HM ilrrivu immcliatcly 
frora the naturc of humanity, for whicli rcason I pereeive 
them to bc eithoi iaUe or vain, and am littlc desirous to 
WD tl»e merit thereof, ai, to *ay lhc hast, i( is OUUntlift 
I do not «Lind m netid of exertion to Kttafa whal belang* 
to my naturc, and have no wish to exrund it 10 that I may 
compass what iE OfrpOttd therelo, My rirason rejeets 
nucli a euurse, and givus a&suranco that, für nie at least, 
Ihcsc pretentious virLut» would In- adultcranW and lhc 
Ixginiiing of paiNHfcufc 

The Sole eflbri which is asked of mc by the lovc of 
what is good, is a confirmed watchfulness which never 
auflers the canons of nur c/mntcrtVtl morality to win 
enirance into B soul ihat is too upright to hc adorncd hy 
Lhcm cxLernally, and loo simple to reeeive them wtthin 
iL. Such virtue 1 owe to tuyself, and such only I enjoin 
thercon. I fetrl irresislihly th.it my inclittttions arc rot m :d , 
it remains only for me to watch myself rigilanily, and 
to lurn asidc from their gcneral direction every particular 
impulsion which could internus therewith, tu preaerve 
f ever simple and evci upnght in the mid*t of UM 

■ ■. l - r t - . : . 1 1 1 1 : . ■_ uiutattooi ind nphmk wbidh tibi tyiuqy oi 

.1 ii.iAardous condition and the Subversion» of so many 
variable things may have in störe for me. It is my dutv, 
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wlutoarver rnay Icfall, ii> nliirte ehe MtBM always, myaclf 

r, noi akiolutcly aa I am in thor.c hftbltl which arc 

opposcd to my nceris, but ihm which I fcol myself to Ix.-, 

that which I wiuh tu U\ iliat which I MO in that inward 

iinti l| Uic mAc i'iii f 'i- («>i my »Oaowfal amxlion». 

1 will question mytcil, and 1 will sit't mysclf , 1 will probe 
thift heart which a natiirally leal and loving, but which ^o 
mflny rnnrimcntions tnny well have alrcady discouraged. 1 
will liiridr wh.it I .im, tut nie s:iy rather, wliat I nullit to Ijc, 
and thU stote onee clcarly discerned, I will slrive to ruain- 
tain it through rny wholc Itfc.cimvioCÄd thnl nothing whi« h 
f% natural i" im i\ nthet pcrilm» or rcprehcnnible, anurcd 
that no onc i% ever good unIcss hc i* in aecord with his 
naturc, and resolwd to rrMrain thorc of my indinations 
alonc whirh tend u> lulwfy my original dij-nosition. 

1 luve knowi» the ical of arduous virtuos; in my arro- 
gant misconeeption I thought to Substitute this cqually 
illoaory motive fnr the illusive nmtives of social Hrc. 
WUi impaisüvc stahiliiy I braved miafortunc a* I hr-aved 
russions, and I was convinced that I should hc the 
piest of men if I became the most virtuous. The 
doeeplien laulvd m iU füll furce f<»r nearly u munth, but a 
iiuhIcuI dispcllcd iL 'llieti all the IhIUVM r,| 
and rugilive life flowcd down to fill my *oul in the 
dereliction of the last jugRlc which imposed on it. Sincc 
that moment I makc no prctcncc to ctuploy my lif« , T 
wck only to fiU it ; t no longer desire to enjoy, but 
mcrcly to sufler it. 1 do not exaet tliat it »houlil bi 
Tirtuous, but only tliat it should ncrer bc culittble. 

And Cbtt tntn, whcre »hall I hope for it, whcre securc 
it ? Whcre »hall I find thme S|Ucious, natural, »HI-hm h, 
regulär dajrs? Wnere hc insu red against nusTortum ' 
No more than this I desire. But what n destiny is that 
whcre (urrowv abide, wliere joyn are fuund no more t 





OBKRMANN 



Sonic tranquil dayi will pcrchance bc afforded mc» but no 
mnrc days of cnrhantmcnt, day* of ee*taiy ; ncrcr a »paoe 
of pure delight — ncvcr! And I am nor yct twrnty-one 
yeors of agc! And 1 CUM into the world sensitive, 
languinc I AnJ I havc ncvcr kuown enjoyinent ! And 
■fiii drall». . . . Nothing tcft in life, notliing in 
Naturc. . . . I did not wccp; I poticu M tafK the 
■;ü\ nf ütn, I f,rl that I luve bccomc congealcd. 1 
tönt, I wAlked, and activity was ftcrviccablc to me. 

Inscnubly I rccurrcd to my firil ejucst. How shall I 
rcgulate myself? Can I do »o? And what surcounding:. 
»hall I »clcct? How, m tbi midst of mcn, can it bc 
pOMiblc 10 Bit oiherwine than they, yct how bc remotc 
ffom thcm on this earth which thcy cxhau*t to its remotest 
corners } Even thnt which money cannot purchase i& 
only bisured by nmney, mil ihcreby alone can thnt which 
it prorim'* U- uvoidcd. The furiune which I mighl attain 
ih mttfifj that which 1 have is precarious. My abeence 
perliap* will consummatc the los* of all, and I am not 
of the kind to carvc out for mysclf a DM destiny. As to 
all thlij howrver, I blficjK that things must I* pcrn 
to takc iheir course. My Situation deiicnds on conditiona 
which are yet remole as lo coosequetices. It does not 
by any rneans fy-How that even at the ctpenu» of the pre- 
«enl I coutd nccure the means of düpo&in^ at my wil] 
of (h* futurc. I «hall wait ; I will give no ear to an uu- 
jifofttable prudenoe which would devmr h to that 

wcariness that ha« [mtaed beyond bearing. But here and 
now it is impossiule for mc to arrange for alwaya, and to 
assume a defined position or an invariable way of life. I 
DKM needs proerastitute, it BMJ bl (or long locorae; and 
:.u &lips lit'e away. Still must wmc years be surrendered 
to the freaks of destiny, to the concatcnation of circuw- 
«tanecs, to eounterfeit expediency I am about to live aa 
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by chancc, devoid of any defmite neheme, waitinp, for 
that Moment when I stall be able tu pursue the plan 
which aJone beßu me. H:ippy ihaH I be if, in lh« lim« 
which I renounce, 1 IDCOttd lo prepartng a bettet one; 
if I can sclect for my futurc lile ils locahties, its way, ita 
eustom«; if I can Rovern my inclinations, restrain myself, 
kerp hark in detarhment, and wilhin the liounds of a 
faftohooi compuWon, ihm eager nnd «(mplc hcart.to which 
nothing will bc granted; if 1 ein achool it to find nourisb- 
ment in its deprivation, to repose in the void, to keep at 
peaec in thi» hateful *ilence, lo »ubBt&t amidtt the durab- 
nea* cf Nature. 

Vou who know and you who understand me, but, 
hnppicr and wisct, gire wny without impatience to the 
Convention« of Ufo, you r<in;;»rrlicnd whai in mc, amidst 
the «ttra&gcnieiH in which wc arc doumed to live, aic the 
needs which cannot bc satisßcd. TbCfC 1» one thtng at 
least to comfort me, (hat I possess you : here at least is 
n tentiment whirh will not pa*n nway. Rut, as wc have 
knrariahly afjrecd, it fi Indiaponaalilc th.it my frirnd ahnnld 
feel In unison with myr.clf; that our lot should he one; 
that our lifo should elapse together. How often have I 
laruenled Uiat wc do not stand Um* m rclation to cacli 
'Alurtl With whom could an unconditional familiarity be 
so sweet or so natural for me? Tlavc you not been to 
me heretofore my «etond nature ? You recall that ndmir- 
abl« dictum : f'*J tdvjmii aaeri in imtit/uh ntcmtHtfinibus. 
t rttjret that it was not uttered by Kpicurua, or even by 
Lcontius, fit her than tri an orator. You arc the support 
upon which I love to lean amidst the inquictude which 
mi*f«id« ni<-, whith.-t t lov« to retum when 1 luv« 
ransarked CTrrythtnj( and find that I am alone in the 
world. Could wc lire together, could wc be sufficient 
to one another, then should I ceaae my wandonng», then 
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enter into rest . I shoulri achiere snmciUng oe e&rlh, and 
red lifo would hegin for me. But I must needs wait, 1 
uott nevd« quest, I must prew on toward« the unknown, 
And, all unconsciout «hithci I am »pocding. fh-c a*a> li n 
tbc present as if I had something to «pect (rom the future. 
You foTTjive my retirement, yoti jusHfy it even ; and 
notwith*t*ntlin£, lernen! aa you arr to Mranprn», you dft 
not forget thnt friendahip eiacts mnre «rin^ent just)«*, 
You orc right, it should, by tbc force of rircuznstance». I 
look only wjth a tpecie* of Indignation on that egregious 
existence which I have left, but I do not dccciTe myself 
aa to thftt which nwaits rac. I enter with diamay upon 
years füll of incertitude, and draw sinister auguries from 
the impcnrlmblr clnud whirh hrnnds in fron! of mc. 



LETTER V 



Saint -Mau at ct. August 18 (I). 

T hnvedeferred writinp, to yoti tintll I had a nxed fthode; 
my Arrangements are now made, and I ahall spend the 
winter her«, Prior to that seasun I thall contrive a few 
tiilling cicunions, but a* the auluiiiu advancv« I llttQ 
ceaie to more about. 

I was to ha vc visited the canton of Friburg and entcred 
le Valai« ihrough the tnountains, but I was compcllcd by 
the rains lo rcpair to Vcvoy, by way uf Puyerne and 
lAUsanne. It wa& fciir weather when 1 enteret! Vevey, 
but had it bec-n otherwise, I could not have been per- 
suaded to continuc my way by coach. Sletwern Ijiusannc 
and Vcvcy there is an undulating rond, ncarly always on 
the slope, and flanked by small rincynrds which impreas 
me as monotonous, at least in a couiitry likc Ulis, But 
Vcvey, Ciarcns, Chillon, ihc thice icaguc* hetween Samt- 




OBKRMANN 



29 



* 

! 



Siphorien and Villcneuvc, surpass anything that I luve 
*een hithcrto. The lakc of Gcneva is commonly admired 
on ihr Kolli- sjrji ; I do iwi prctcnd 10 adjudicatc, but i! 
is at Vevey — at Chtllon ahovc all — that ir is aeen in all tts 
beauly. What can bc further dcsired than this wonderful 
batin, the riew uf the peak uf Jaman, the AiguUle du Midi, 
and tbc snowa of Vclan, or in face of the high rockn of 
MeiUeiie, an eminente naing shecc from the waten, a 
scarped island, hard of approach, and in that island two 
or threc houses at most I I could scarcely wish to stray 
Cadher. W'hy ia il that Nature ho scldom ofTcrs what 
Imagination suggesta to our desires? Is it not that men 
coaipcl u» to imaginc and to hanker aftcr tliat which 
Nature is not in the habil of forminR, while if she chance 
to hiTe produced it somcwhere, they destroy it apecdily? 

I slept at Villcncuve, a mclancholy place in a land so 
fair. Bcforc the heat of the day I explored the Utile 
woodad hilU of Sa'mt-Tryphon and Ute enüless orchards 
which cloütc the Valley as far as Bcx. I roamed betwul 
two Alpine chains of great eleration ; amid« all Ihcir snows 
I followed a level ro.i.l itaTOQfjb a frrtil.- ronntry, which in 
nrmotr tiOMI arema tri have heen prnetieally aubmerged. 

The Valley «atered by the Rhone, from Martigny to 
the lakc, is divided aJmoM in the middle by high rocks 
dotbed with paMuxc» and forcats which form the first 
platforma Of the Dent de Morde and the Ocnt du 
Midi, and are separate*! only by the bed of the rivci. 
Towardi the north thesc rocks arc- partly covered with 
forest» of chestnutx, and al«>vc thw with fir*. It is in 
toch amncwhat Mild placcs that I have taken up my abode, 
at the base of the AigutUc du Midi This eminence is 
oae of the most beautiful among (he Alps ; it 19 aho onc 
of the lofticat, if rrgard bc paid to apparent raihrr (fem M 
absolute eleration, and 10 the atriking amphitheatre which 
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dispUyi all ihc digmty of ii* outline*. FoUowing th« 
»imple indicatinns of maps and ihe volume of watcr, l find 
no summit, the aJütude of which has lioen dctermined by 
culculaliornj of iru;onomcUy, ur baronietric measuremcnts, 
which has its tose b iuüi deep vxllcy* ; and bctiev 1 kxi 
that I am warranted in .-weribing to it an ipporcnc height, 
prartiraUy u great ** lh ** °f any other eminence in 
Ruropc. 

Ac the sight of these populatcd, produetive, yet wild 
gorge*. I abandoned the read to Italy. which tutns offat 
ihi- iK>int to Ikx, and directing my cuur*c towards ihc 
\nu\yr *v<t ihr Kim:.', I took pathways (hrough meadows 
of which our pftinter» »carccly dicam. The htidicc, the 
Castle and the coursc of the Rhone, form at this point x 
hiyhly pictiirrs'jiii- irene ; for ihc town itself, a r. 
.siinplicity was ull that I ri rnarked t her ein. Thcrc is a 
sugyestiun of melancholy in iu Situation, but of the kind 
which I likc. The mounuins arc 6nc, the volley U suiooth, 
the roclcs reach up clo*c to the lown .inj *eem to impend 
over it. The dull roll of the Rhone saddens a region 
which nppears cut off from the rest of the earth, entrenched 
and vliut in on all sides. Though populous and cultivabed, 
ii sc:uma nevurtheleat to be burdened or adorned with all 
the austenty of tue dcten*. wlut iime ihc Uack clouda 
dVJDU it, surging about the flank* of the uiuununih, 
glooniing over sombre firs, colliding, confilomerating, hrood- 
ing motionless, hke a riarkling roof; ur a^ain, when (hc 
day is cloudle&s and ilie sun'b lieat in its concentration 
fermcnU the unsecn vapour», agitates with fcvcrmh ardour 
all that pants benrat h the burning sky, and convcrU that 
lovcly aolitude into a bitter dcaoUtiou. 

The cold rains that I had ao rceently expcricnccd when 
I pa«ed the Jorat, which is only a slope near the Alp«, 
and Ihc siiow* which ihen whiieued Ihc Savoy mountains, 
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ihouRh It was midtfle cuininer, inadc tnc ponder tnore 
eeriously on the acvciiiy, und more yct od the length of 
the winters in thc elevated portions of Switzcrland. I 
was anauous to combinc the mountain grandcur with thc 
climite of tbc plaim, and amnng thc higher Valleys I 
cheriahed thc hope c>( nnding xome slopcs open to the 
aouth, an eaecllent Provision for finc frosty weither, though 
not of much aecount as regardis luv uionlhs of mint or the 
Uidiness of spring. .V-soluidy rcsolved in any c**c not 
to Ukc up my quarters in n town, I considereu" thAt I 
ihould he llainilintly reeompensed for disadvantages of 
this kind if I could bc thc guest of simple mminuinccrs 
in a eow.farm shelL-Mvl fruin eold wtnds, amnng partium, 
tbc (icrcnntal grecu of thc fu uecs, and with a torrent 
ncar AI hand. 

Thc event ha* deeided otberwuc. Hcrc I havo tuet 
with a p'.cattant climatc, not indeed upon the mountain*, 
but hctwci^i them. I have allawed myself to bc tempted 
inio staring in the vldnity of Saint Maurice. I will not 
undertakt* to say how this has comts to pass, and indeed 
I »liould bc in no Utile diHiudiy il I wcic OOttptUtd Iv 

uiil : ■: iL 

Whai, in thc tust place, you may well regard as incom- 
prchcnsible, i» (hat thc unipcakablc wcaiinca* which has 
vi&itcd nie licro during ihr. U-nj-.th nl lYnir *vt daya hau 
matenally hclped to dcLun nie. I hove become cnaniourcd 
of dojeetion ; as for thc «vmter, «hat I fcored wa* not lue 
wtannt»* of londiness, but thc wcarincssof thc snow. For 
thc test, I deeided withoul volition and without choicc, by 
a tpecics oi ins! inet which teemed to warn rac that it wa* 
tobe. 

Whcn it becatme known that I should rctriuin hercabouü, 
1 waa the recipicnt of a BOab« of tttHUSOM ofleard with 
BOCfe courtesy and simplicity. Thc ownet of a eliarmmg 
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house dose by the town tw Ibe wie acquaintaocc whom 
I culttvatcd. Tic prtsscd me to take up my residente on 
iii> wUpHIJ, Ol M otbcrs which he rnentioned, bclonging 
to frienda of hla own. But ! was in seoxch of a piccuresquc 
Situation, and a hause in which I could raide alone. For- 
tuna Uly, I realivcü in good iimc that if I wcnl over any of 
tlieae variou* dwclhngs, 1 thould be sure to take onc out 
of cjriüty, cven if all of thcm wcre thc rcrerse of what 1 
was looking for. Snbsequently, disappointmcnt over an ill- 
starred clioice would Icave me no othcr icasonnblc eource 
but to alandon ihe district altogethcr. I gave a frank 
explanation of my foclings. itUo which my acquainUnoe 
appcarod to entcr, and I bctook my*clf to ffplotfan thc 
ncighbonrhood, visitmg placcs which plcascd me better, 
and looking for an ahode on chancc, without cven in- 
quiring previously whcthcr therc wa» onc 10 bc found 
amunj: thutn. 

1 had bcen qucsting for two days, and it was in a 
country wherc, in closc proximity to thc town, thcTe are 
pUOM M UM n-mnte than in the depth of a wildcrnc», 
and hcnce I hrul only designcd to spend thrcc days ovrr a 
scarch which I had no wish to prolang furtber. I had 
scen plenty of habitations in parte which did not attract 

:;.' ■. ,ni<; ::;:mr:u!i, ( ;i:irni :i:u; fcpüts wher: ihcK' *«T€ nu 

housex, or only «tonc-built »trueturcs of wretclicd deeign. 
I was prompt cd to abandon my proposal, when at length 
I pereeived thc amoke of a chimney Curling from behind a 
duck düster of chralnuts. 

The waters, the denseness of the shadows, the scelusion 
of the meidows over all this slope, wcre to me exceedingly 
pleasing. But it is uiclincd lowards thc north, and as I 
•risbed for a more favourahlc aspect, I should not have 
halted to otaerve it, had it not hecn for the smoke. After 
nuiiKTOus windings and tlic crossing of rapid tetreams, I 
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Kichcd i solitJiiy house on thc vcrgc ol the woods and 
amoru; thc lonclicst of roeadows. A tolerable abode, a 
*o<><: Inuli l«irn, a kitchen -gar den cncloscd by .1 Wide 
urcam, two Springs of cxcellcnt watet, some crags, thunder 
of torrents, undulatmgground evcrywhcre, quick-set hedge*, 
profuse Vegetation, universal paslurcland far stretching 
uwkr sjwreely scatiercd betches and cheslnute, onward to 
i\k (im of thc niounlain : such is Cbarrierts. Bcforc tlie 
iamc everung, 1 li.icl in.idc my arrangements with !he 
farroer, and subscqucntly visited thc owner, who live* at 
Montcy, half a league farther on. Hc met mc in thc 
most liberal manncr. Wc camu to an agreement forthwith, 
Lhuuj;h it was leas ndvantageous to nie than bis tust offer, 
which ciiuld only luve been acccptcd by a fnend, while 
cren tliat which he indueed mc to uke would have 
appcaxcd magnanimous on thc part of an old acquaintance. 
U would seem that Ihn manncr of acting BUH bc natural 
in certain place», and cspecially m certain families. Whcn 
1 mentioned it subsequcntly to his relational Saint-Mauricc, 
1 did not noticc that it surpri&cd any one. 

I must make thc most of Charriert» befure Lhe approach 
of wintcr. I must bc tlitrc whcn thc ehcaliiul» aic gathered, 
and I niuit by nu uicaiPt Ium: thc lianquil autuuin-lüiK*. 

Twtnty Uayt heno: I tfo into poxsession of tlic liOusc, 
thc fttCTc of che&tnutr. and a part of thc nicadows and 
orchards, »urrendering thc remainder to thc farmer, to- 
gcihcr with thc kitchen garden, thc grouml rcwrvcxl for 
heanp» and above all thc ploughcd Und. 

Thc jati mbkh I luve retained for myaclf fcl tiavcncd 
by thc Urcam in a circulai direction. It is thc least pro- 
fitable part of thc land, but it in thc rnost rieh in vhady 
rcccncaaod tecluded nooka. Tlw* growih of mnu mterlerc* 
with thc hay-crop, thc chestnuts arc too thickly planted and 
ylcld but littlc fruit, and no view haa been opencd over 






thc long rOkf of tbe Rboor; al ts wM abott a, and 

aM m akmadoaed. They fasic eren nryfcnrtrd to deax & 
tpace between the rock», »bot trees, uprootcd by tbe 
vtoda aad < wjn*d by öVesy, ehoke vp tbe m*d »od 
fern a kiarf of dam ; alder» aad haceb tafenc root thereia 
bare made ihc pataigp impenetnblc Thc stream not- 
virnfttaadiot; asten thrwugh all taäi refuse. and escapes 
corered witfa foam int« a natural bann of rreal purity. 
Tber« il fio« oa between rockt, rottt sts tambuag wavelets 
orer roott, and, stackennj; ks eocne far down, ecaerges from 
thc ■hadowi to glide in frort of the kouse nndcr a bridge 
of three fir-jiUnk». 

It i» tau! that wolret, dritcn by tbe accumulaüng snows, 
oomc down in che winter in scaxcb of Loncs and thc re- 
mains of thc meali »hieb are necesury to man even in 
putoral vallcy», Dread of these animals has long left this 
abode uninhabtted. For myaelf it i* not they whom I 
»hall fear. May I rather be left free by man, &i Icast in 
ihe »icinity oi* their dens! 



LETTER VI 



SunT'Maukicv, .4«/iu/ 26 (I). 

A tingle moment suffiers to txansform our aflections, 
Itut thow moment* are rare. 

Ic was yetterday. I deferred writing 10 you tili the 
morrow ; 1 did not wish thit perluibatton to subsidc to 
quickly. 1 feit mytetf on thc poinl of getting in louch 
with rfrffllthiftf real. I experieneed, as iL mtght bc, joy. 
I Ict mytclf ijo ; it it alw.\yt good to feel wliat th3t meant. 

Do not laugh nt mc because I behaved for a whole day 
aa if I hnd lost my rcison. I was vc-ry ncar, I assurcyou, 
beinp buch .1 kimplcton as not to have kept up my 
obeurdity for a quaxtci 0! an hour. 
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As I was entering Saint-Maurice a travetling coach 
drovc up slowly and several persona alighted at the bridge. 
You will know alrcady that a vornan was of the number. 
My French Ruisc appnrcntly atrractcd notice : she bowed 
to mc. Her mmith is füll, her gfaoce. - . As to her 
faire, »3 to all eise, I know as little of thcse as of her 
tge; ahout «1! (bis I am not anxions; it may even bc thar 
shc I« not remarkabiy pretty. 

I did not observe the inn to which they were going, but I 
remained at Saint-Mauricc. Mine host (the same whom I 
itay with always) must, I suppose, have placed me at the 
Mmc table bec3uae they arc French ; if I «collect, hc 
«unBc*tcd it. You may ßiicss whether I ordered some- 
thing choiee for dewert, so thnt I might offer it. 

T pawed the remamder of the dny liy the Rhone. They 
are teavini: thU morninn for Ston oh the road to l*uck, 
«•hrrc one of the party is going to take the baths. It is 
said to bc a lovcly road. 

Ho» astonishing is the dejeetion in which a man of 
natural power aliows bis ]\fc to wastc when so little 
ean draw him Crom hls apathy ! 

Do you think that any one who reaches man'» estatc 
without having fallen in love, has truly entcred into the 
myrterie» of life, that his heart can bc really known to 
him, or the exten! of his existence unvciled? It »cem» 
to me that he ha» remained in a State of depriTAtion, and 
has only hchcld from afar what the wortd might have becn 
for h. 

I makr no re*crvc with you ; you at Icait will not «y, 
See now, bc is in love ! May that foolish icmark, which 
ritbcT renders him who speaks it ridiculou», or him of 
whom n n ipofaBi 1* never uttcred coneerninR me, I 
mm, by other than fooUl 

When one or two glasscs of puneh have disralvcd onr 





accUvuy, I failcci to attain the suniniit, ihc face of which 
could souccly bc cjJIcU inclined, wfcule it suared abote tlic 
pomt ] had reached apparcntly sonie fivc hundicd fcct. 

Though I had crossed Uttle of the snow, as I had takcn 
no pTCcautionsagainst it, my eye» wen; tin-d by ils glarc, 
tcorehed by ihc refleetwm of the noonday sun from its 
(toten surface, and I couM barely distinguish objeets. 
Morcovcr, many of the heights which I peroeived arc un- 
known to me, and I could be sure of the most conßpicuuu* 
<>uly Since I tarne into Swiiicrland, I Jiavc read nuthing 
but Saussurc, Bourril, the TaUltau dt /.? iyuisst and so forth, 
bul I am still a great atranger in the Alps. I could have 
no doubt all the samc about the gigantic summit of Mont 
lilanc, which rose up in evidence before mc ; that of Velan | 
another more rcraote and exalied, which I suppose to be 
Moni Rosa; and Ettt Üent • Ic Murcle uii the fanher sidc 
of ihe valley, facing nie dose at band, but lower down, be- 
yund the abysse*. Tbc beight wIiilIi I had failcd to *cale 
did cnuch to interfere with what is perhaps the most 
striking part of thia vast perspective, for liehind it stretebed 
the long profundilies of Valais, bordered on either aide liy 
the glaciers of Saneta, Lautct-ßrunncn and the Pennines, 
and terminated by the domes of Gothatd and of Titlis, the 
snows of Furca and the pyraraids of Schrcckhorn and 
Finsler-aar-hom. 

But [Ins pro* pect of mountain-lops invaded by the feet 
of man, this view »o grand. so impressive, removed so 
für from the inonotonnus nullity of landscipes in the piain* 
far down, was not what I sought, all the same, in un- 
trammelled Nature, in the hushed immobility, in the pure 
air. At lower levcls it is inevitablc that the natural man 
»hould be subjeet to continual muütion, breathtng a social 
atmospherc so dense, so stormy, so füll of ferraent, in con- 
tinual perturbaiion from the clamour of the arts, the jar 
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o/pmcndcd plcasures, thc cries of hatrcd and thc ever- 
bsting moanings of anaiety and sufleiing. But up tbere, 
un those desert peak*, whete thc sky is more vast and 
che aif tuorv »table, whcre time flies slow« and lifc ha* 
morc ol permanente, thcrc does all Nature pioclaim 
with eloquence a lordlier Order, a more visiblc harmony, 
an etcrnal unison. Thcrc is thc form of man adapUblc 
and yet indesüructiblc ; hc breathes thc wild air far away 
from social emanations ; he belongs iu himself and to the 
universe, and lives with a true hie in ihc glorious unity. 

This was the eaperience which I dc&ircd, this, at least, 
which I sought. Dencicnt m confidence of rnyself, aroidst 
an order of aflhirs arranged at enornious expenditure by 
ingenioun children, I went up to demand of Nature why 
1 am amiss in thc midst of them. In a word, I would 
a*ccriain whcihcr my existence is alien in thc human order, 
Ol whciher thc actual social regiinen is receding from the 
«vcrUttmg lurmony, as a kind of irregularily or acddental 
eaoeption in the movement of the world. Now, at length, 
I feel surc of myself. Thcrc arc moments which scatter 
diltrust, prejudgments, nrw-crMintics, when wc know that 
which ift by an autoeratie and unaltcrahlc convictinn. 

Bc U so therefore 1 Miserable and almost ridiculous, I 
srull live upon an earth enslavcd by thc capriecs of this 
cpbcmcral world, opposing to my wcariness thc conviction 
which «eis rac inwaidly in proaituity to man as he inight be. 
And if there »hould cross my path some inflexible character 
whose nature, formed on thc primordial modcl, cannot 
bc made passive to social imprints; should thc chance of 
things, I say, permit mc to meet with such I man, bc surc 
that we shall undeniand oneanother; he will bc surrm- 
iJercd :o mc, and I aliall bc bis for ever ; our iclattons with 
the world at largc will Ix transfencd to one anotlici, 
xnd free of the rest of oux nec, and pitying tbcir empty 
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neoeasiries, we shatl pursue, if it be poniblc, a more 
natural and more cqual lue. Who could ammi, all the 
samc, thai it woald be one of greater happinc**, dcvoid 
as it must renuin of harmony wilh outward things, and 
encompanKd by the wffcring natinrts? 

No war!« <*if minc could impart to yon a Just notion 
of this new worM, nor express the immutahility of the 
mountains in a languagc of the plains. The houn. tseemed 
to me ai oncc more tranquil and more fruilfvl, and, a? 
(hough the revolution of the stars had becn slackenetl in 
this all-holding calm, I discemed in the measwed paec 
and intensity of my thought a sequence which nothing 
preeipitated, while it yet outstripped its normal course. 
When I sought to compute ils duraiinn I found lhat the 
sun had not kcpl pacc with it, and I ronuludcd lhat the 
consciousnesB of cxislcnce i& in reality more burdensome 
and barren in the whirl of the liaimts of mcn. I pereeived 
that, in spitc of the tardinc« of apparent motion?, it i» 
among the mountains, in the rtpo*e of thrir [Kl Vi. that 
thought, !e*s horried, is more truly actlve. The man of 
the Valleys consumes, without enjoying, hu unquict and 
Iretful span, Iike lliose insects «ver on Ihe wing, who 
expend their eflbrts in vain gyralions, to be left behind by 
othera no stronger bui more tranquil in their direel and 
lustaincd Bight. 

The day was torrid, the horiion was fuliginous, the 
ralloys were vaporous. The glister of the glacier* filled 
the lower atmosphere with their luminous reflections; but 
an unVnown purity seemed cssrnfi.il to ihe air which I 
hreathed. At this altitude no cxhalatinn from bencath, no 
aeeident of light ruHlcd or divided the vague and sombre 
profundilies of the heavens. Their apparent colour was 
no longer lhat pale and luminous blue , their soft vesture on 
the piain*, a grateful and delicate combination, forming 
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for thc habiuble cuth a vutiblc ciicumfcrencc whereon 
the eye can linger and rest. Here the indiscernible ether 
allowcd »i^he to lost iisclf in limitlcs* immensity; amidst 
tbe glory of thc »im and of the icy peaka, to go in senreh 
of otber worlds, other «uns, as under thc vast sky rtt night ; 
ftad bvyund the atmo&phere kindled with the fires of day, 
!v («cm-lMte a nocturna! univense. 

Vaj'fours rose insensioly from the glnciers and formed 
elouds under my feet The snowy brilliance no longer 
lired my eyes, and thc »Icy tecame still more sombre, still 
more profound. A mist covered thc Alps ; some isolated 
peak* alonc issued from thnt sea of vnpours ; brilliant 
streaka of snow retained in tbeir rugged clefts made the 
granitc nuu»es more black and austere by contrast. The 
hoary dorne of Mont ßlanc lifted its irrcmovablc moas above 
that üben and shifting ocean, above thosc crowdcd haxes 
rem hy wind» and cast up in immense hillows. A black 
point showcd surtdcnly in their ahysses, rapid in motion, 
coraing «night townrd mc; it was the mighty caglc of thc 
Alp», with dripping wings and ravenous eye, sceking for 
prey, but at Ihr bight of man he took flight with an otnimn» 
screaui, anij laMing himtclf into thc elouds, he vanishrd. 
Thatcry waa re-cchoed lome score oft inics, by harsh noises, 
devoid of all protraction, like so many isolated crics in the 
unircnal silcnec. Thereaftcr all subsided into absolute 
ealni, as if sound iisclf had ceasod to bc, as if (he quality 
of lonorous Imriir* had Ixen crased from the univcric, 
Ncret tias truc sitence fallen on thc unresting valcs; alonc 
on the chill peak» there rcigns this immohility, this solemn 
ptTmancncc which tongue can never exprevs, imagination 
never aitam. Save for mcinonci brought up from the 
plaint, it would »ecm imposaible for man to belicve that, 
ontaide himsdf, there eould he nny movement in Knurr ; 
thc eourse of the «Urs would bc ineirplicable, and, eren to 
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tbc muUtions of thc cloud», alt would appe.ir to abidc 
cven amidst change itself. Iiach present momcnt sceming 
unbroken, hc would have (he certitude but never the 
sens3tion of thc sucrcssion of things; and the everlasting 
variations of tlie umverse would bc an impenetrable mystery 
to his thoughl. 

I could have wishcd to havc prescrved some surer 
rccord, not of my general iinpressions amidst thcsc sphcrcs 
of mutencts, for they will in nowisc bc forgottcn, but of 
the ideas which thcy occasioncd, and of thcsc thcre is 
scarccly any trace in my memory. In placcs so eiceptional 
Imagination can with difficully recall an order of thought 
which sccius to sct aside all present objects. It would 
have been necessary to write down what I eipcrienccd, but 
tr.cn T should have specdily ceascd to fcel aftcr an unusunl 
manner. Tu this anxicty for the prcscrvation of thought 
so as to recover it subsequcntly, thcre is aoroething of 
servility, akin to the cares of a dcpcndcnt Ufe. Very 
suldom in the moiuenls of energy do we give heed to otber 
times and persons, to faclitiouB Conventions, lo renown, or 
even public usefulness, We are morc natural, and Uo not 
think even of redeeming thc actual moment, do not hold 
our ideas under command, have no wish to reflect, do not 
coerce the mind to investigate any subjeet, manifest secret 
tliings, or find out what remains unexpressed. Thought is 
not active and tegulated, but passive or liberated; we 
dream and surrender ourselvcs, are profound apart from 
rcason, great wilhout enthusiasm, energetic independenrly 
of willj we muse, but we do not meditatc. Üe not there- 
fore astonished that I havc nothing to impart to you after 
six or morc hours of sensations and ideas which the whole 
coursc of my lifc may possibly never bring back. You know 
those people of Dauphin v were frustrated in tueir design 
wben tliey went boUnbing with Rousseau. After reaching 
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x sumnut which, by it> pofiiiion, seemed adopted to kindlc 
pocttc genms, thcy aw aitcd soaic choice flower of eloquence ; 
but the autbor of" Julia "tookhisseat on thc ground.toycd 
with »omc hlades of grass and said nothing. 

U might haTC becn five o'clock whcn I noticcd how thc 
ihadnw* had lenglhcncd, and cxpcrionced somc cold in ihe 
carncr opcn ro thc West where l had rcnmincd motioniess 
so long upon the gronite. I feit unablc tu muve, aud the 
*ay was long and irduous among scarps like those The 
lad tncltcd, and I saw that it was a beautiful evening, 
eren in the Valleys. 

Had thc rapours thiekened, I should hart been in a real 
danger, but thc fact had not oecurred to me tili that tnoment. 
The Stratum of grosser air whirh cnvclops thc carth seemed 
quilc forcign lo tnc aftcr tlie pure air that I liad breathed 
on thc confine* of the ether ! all prudenoe had forsaken 
p)e, a* al this also wer* a Convention of thc artificial lifo 

A$ I returned to thc habitablc carth, I feit that I was 
teawuming Ihc long chain of anstiertes and wnannra. 
Whi n I arrived it waa ten o'clock j the moon was look- 
ing in at my window. The Rhone flowcd noisily, but 
there wu no wind, and all in the town wert asleep. I 
dreatned of thc mountaiiib which I had Ml, of Charrcires 
wbvnil wai tolive, of thc (reedüm to wlüch 1 had laid Claim. 

LETTER Vlli 

Saikt-MavrKK. Stftemht 14 (I|. 

:k fron» a sojourn of many days in thc mountains. 

If this 1 shall «y nothing ; I have other thing» to teil 

1 met, however, wilh 011c uvcrwhclming Situation and 

proraised mywlf 10 rtvüit it frcqucntly. It i* at no great 

distanec from Saint- Maurice. Bcforc retiring to rest, I 

broke the v*l M a letter which was not in yuur writing. Tbo 
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Word Smmtdiatt »ritten in Ut«r chamctm occasioned tat 
«nmt coneern. AH seems suspiciou» to htm who Kis frecd 
himscM wirb diffictilty from long-cnduring bondagc. In 
seclusion likc mine, no alteration could \tc othcrwise than 
repugnant. I had nothing advantagcous Co anticipate, and 
1 might well have much to fear, 

Vou will, I think, have Utile difliculty in divining the 
purport of that communication. For myself I was borne 
down, ovcn*heImcd. At first I deeided to tgnore all, to 
rise ahove all, to surrender definitcly whatsocvi.-r might hold 
mc to the things which I have left. Ncvtrrthelesi, aftcr 
inany doubts, heiter grounded or morc infirm, I seemed to 
recognise the necessity of sacrificing a certain proportion 
of time so as lo assure my immunity in the fulure. 
Thercfore I yield ; Charrieres I aUandon, and 1 am pre- 
paring to set out. We will discuss the untowaxd aßair. 

This morning I could not tolcrate the thought of so 
greal a change, and I even had recounse to furlhcr de- 
liberations. In the end I repuited lo Charrieres, to 
inake other airangemenU and announce my departurc. 
Thcre at length I rcached an unaltcrahle decision. My 
desirc was to banish the image of the approaching season, 
and of the wcarincss which alreaHy heg.in to weigh upon 
mc I was in the meadowa, which were lietng mown for 
the last timc. 1 paused to rest upon a rock nhere I could 
See the sky only, and this was vcÜed in thick mists. I 
bcheld the chestuut trees ; I looked on the falling leares. 
Thcn I approached the lirook, as i( I feared that this also 
htd become dry, l^ut it ran the saiue for ever. 

lnscruiable eompulsion of human thmgs! I go to 
Lyons, xnd afterwards J shall go to Paris. So much for 

s\ has been settlcd. Farewcll ! Cornpassionatc the man 
lmfc so litt le, and from whom even this utile is taken 
900dttdt — at least, we shall meel a« Lyons. 
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LETTER IX 

Lyons, OrvfersaU), 
I Icft for Mtorvillc two days aiter your dcparturc 
from Lyons. There I spent cighteen days. You know 
what anxieties encompass me, and by what aordid miseriea 
I am embarrasscd, without any compcnsation that I can 
piomise myself as tbc result of oll. But, awaiting a lcttcr 
which could not comc to band for a fortnigbt, I wcnt to 
wlnlf away Uns period at Meterville 

If I am unablc to remain apathetic and unrulllcd 
idst tbc wcarincss with which I am com pc Med to con- 
wrn mysclf, and the issue of which appcors to bc dcpcndcnt 
cm im-, I at Icaat frei capable of forgetting il absolutcly ae 
soon as I can do nothing in regard to it. I know Iiow to 
awuil th«; fulurc with cijuaniinily, whatever may impeud, 
rrom tbc itioaicnt that the distress of antieipating it, taxing 
no longer my immediate vigilancc, permits me to suspend 
rneroory and avert thought therefrom. 

In fad, I ahoulit ararrcly airle for ihr palmieat day* of 
my life a deeper peaec than the immunity of thls. brlcl* 
interval. It ha.i t*en arutched, notwithstanding, between 
solicitudes, the Usuc of which cannol üe foreseen. And 
aftcr what luanncr? By rncans so simple that they wuuld 
c-i. it.- L»ij K )iicr in niany who will never know such 
reposc. 

Tfce place of itsclf is unimportant and morc retired than 
imprcssiYc in it« Situation. You are familiär with ils owner», 
thrir charaetcre, their way ot* life, thcii tinalTectcd fnendli- 
nets, lhcircndcaring manm-r*. I '..i.it-d themat a fortunatc 
dornen t : they wcnt 10 begin on the morrow the harveating 
of the grapes upon a great trcllis open to the south and 
looking towards the foreit of Armand It waa arranged 
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ovo tfac «vpp«r - übt* tiui (hm ptyo, feflgMd foc a ipcdsl 

vertage, shoold be gatacrcd by our haads alcce, and «na 
such eare that tbe (ruu* &ess advaaced soouJd be altowed a 
Urm extra days Cor matvring. Tbe next monung accoröV 
inuly, whcn tbe miit had tomcvhat fcffced. t piaced a 
winöowinR dnoni wberT-fcorrow. and waa Ehe fir« m iht 
haut ot* tbe rineyard to ltan tbe harvesdag. I m 
abnost alone In my tahour and tonr.hr fof no speedier 
raethod, prefemng thi* dflatory way. Tbc ldrent of any 
feflow>vofker urought mc x regretful fecling. Tbe harvecW 
mK Uated, I think, twclve day*. My barro* pancd and 
Kpoued over the ncglectcd way« carptted with eiotii 
graas. I choie Ihc mont leattered, Che meat diAcult, and 
thu» the hours slipped by in ohlirion, amidst the autximn 
ninahine, *J1 among mists and fruit. And thm t when the 
evening <unic ( »i: brewed our tea with milk «tili warm fruin 
tbe cow, laughed at thote who go in pui&uit ol pleasures, 
»imycd under the old yoke-elm hedges, and ictired to our 
real content«). I have bcheld the van i des ol* lifc, and I 
hear within mc tlir ficry principlc of colossal paisions I 
bcat also the consriousness of the Kranrfeura of social things, 
.in« 1 I confe» to the philoaophiral order. I have studied 
Marcus Autclui» wiihout any astonishment at his maxims. 
I can coneeive the AuMerv virlucs und even the monastic 
heroi&m. AH this can animatc my soul, >*ct fiU it not. 
Tfafl hnrrow, which I licap Qp with grapes and wbcel 
at Iciaure, fturiaina it better. It lecms to carry ciy hour» 
peaccahly, aa if this slow and scrviceablc motion, ihn 
mcasuicd progreas, worc adapted to the common habit 
of my lifc. 
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LETTER X 

Pakis./mw/ 30 [StitnJ >'t*r). 
Nothing comes to an issue ; thc miscrahlc business which 
hold« mc in durancc herc drags on from day to day, and 
ihr morc I chafe nt thc procrastination, tho morc douhtful 
ihc cnd bccomcs. Mcn of business pursue their objects 
with thc coolneu of persons whoare inured to impediments, 
and retuh in addition a tardy and einbarrassed progress, 
^^fca>* which icflcct» Credit on their mental aaiutcness and is well 
j^Vuitod 10 their private Ur.iT.i^enis. 1 should h.ive morc 

■ rvil to recount to you if they were guilty of lc« to me. 

■ Beaddes, you know what I think of this vocation, which I 
I have never vwcrvcd from regarding ns thc most questionnblo 
I or bancful of all. A lawyer is nuw lltffing nie from com- 
I plication tu complu-Uum , believing trat I also mu&t he 

tcll-mterestcd and devoid of rcctilude, he traffics for liis 
own sidc. Dy outwearymg me with delays and formaUtics, 
hl frndai Ehal h." will ilnvc :nc ! i ijrjnl wh.il T cannot 
aecord liccauae t do not posaess it. Hcncc, after passing 
tii months *t Lyons against my will, I am still fated to 
ipend perhaps as many herc 

Meanwhile thc ycax glides on ; there is one morc to 
blot out from my existente. X lost thc spring almost 
without a murmur — but flMtBMT "> Pari» | Part of tlic 
limc I spciid cvei tlic abominatiomi inscpftrahli- from what 
ii termed looking after onc's affairs, and afterwords, when I 
would he in peaoe for thc rest of the dny, and hare re- 
conrse to my lodging aa I kind of anylum agninst all [Ml 
long-drawn wcarinc&s, I find another murine** morc in- 
. >lc htill. There I am in silence which is in thc 
I of liot, and I alone ha»c nothing to do in a turbu- 
lent world, Thcrc if no mcan herc between uticr unrest 
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tnd ioaclioo; onc U bound to be wcaiy ia ibe 

of busincn ar thc pa&sions. I am in occupatio!) Of * 

rooui »haken by thc peipetual ccvcrbexation ol cvcry speciea 
of clamour, by every eraft and disquict of an indcfatigable 
peoplc. Bcncath my window thc»c is a kind of market* 
place, -.warming with quaeks, juggJers, fniit-*cllm and 
hawkera of all ricscripTions. Ovcr againat me is ilu 
wall of some public odince, on which thc sun glarcs from 
two o'clock in the afternoon uniil evening. This daxzling 
and borren pilc cuts olT thc bluc sky sharply, and thc 
brightest days U« Cor mc thc most insulTerablc. Onc per- 
sistent vender shouts thc names of bis ncwsrapcis b 
harsh and unraried voiee sceming to add to thc aiidity of 
this mn-50oTchod place ; and if I hear a laundress einging 
at her window under the roof, I lo&c jialiencc and go ouL 
For three days past a cuppled and ulcerous BBtHrtkMIl 
hau located himself at thc corncr of a street close by rac> 
soliciting alms, with uplifted and lachrymosc voiee, for 
twelve long hours at a streich. Jinaginc thc effeet of this 
Wliling reitcraied at equal intcrval» through days of un- 
broken sunshinc. Till he changes his post, I must hence- 
forth remain thc whole day out of doors. Yet whirher 
can I repair ? Here I know very few peuple, and among 
h> ■ fcw ;i wniili I Im; 4 gicat chance if 1 should meet with 
un«: i<> my taste. As for thc public resorts, thercare niany 
that are very Wnc in Paris, but not onc which I can fecquent 
for half-an-hour without finding it tedious. 

I knmv of noiliinj^ which so burdens our days as this 
uvi.-rlai.ting «Hlalorincss of all things, One is kept inoes- 
santly in a State of cxpccuiion, and [Zft BUjpB away lefore 
it is posviblc to rcach thc point at which Jiving can tft 
pretended to l>cgin. Notwithstanding, about what sliaJI I 
complain ? How few arc the peoplc who do not squandei 
their esuteoce? And what of those who pass it in 
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dungcons provided by the mcrcy of the laws? How 
ran *«y onc <:ndure to go on living when he has to drag out 
twenty ycMt* of hia ymtth in a prison? He can form no 
cooccption how long he must still reninin therc, were even 
the hour of cmancipation at hantl ! I forgot those who 
would not darc cnd it of ttiL-ir own accord; tuen at le.ist 
hivc not pwariltid ilivm to die. And we dare lo lament 

orer Ol» own lot ! 



LETTER XI 

lUlUr/JM 17 (II). 

fairly oftcn a couplc of hours in the library, not 
caacily für my Instruction — that ambition cool* —QllHj — 
but hecause. knowing scarcely how to fill up the time 
wfcich, for all that, güdes on irrcparably, I find il leu irk- 
some when I employ it uul&ide tlian when I wear it away 
indour«, Pur*uiU which ttt to Mttt extent regulatcd ure 
worc in eontoiuricc wit!i my dejcction than an cxccss 
of licence which would leave mc inert. I experience 
grealer trnn-;uillity among pcr*onn who arc. *ilcnt like my- 
%rlf, ih:m Wbi EU 9J0M amidst a liotstcroufl rjowd. I am 
drawn tow*rd* ihose long halb, some vacant, :.ome pcoplcd 
by aesiduous studenU, that antique and chill sturehouse 
of human elforLs and of all human vanitic*. 

When 1 dip inio ttoupiinville, Chardin, 1-aloul^rc, 1 bc- 
cornt unbu In* old mcuiuiy of iimc-wom Und», with 

the rumour of far-off wisdoni, or theyouth of the fortunalc 
iiles; but at length forgiUin)* ft-nci«!»*, Bcnarv* and 
Tinan itaclf, I focui» times and place« at the actual point 
wbence human foculdc* pc/ccivc ihcm oll. 1 behold tho-se 
eagex minds who acquirc in ulcncc and toil, whiUi ihr 
etenul oblivion, rolling ovex their Icarncd and spcllhound 
head», Umn» cUnr ir.rviiahli i- itli, and preparcs to 
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oUiccrai* «o or* mittat of Kature ibeu txiitcncc. tbcir 
thought and thctr age. 

The halb encircle a long, peaccful. grassy court with a 
fcw Stator«, a dualer nf min* and a bann of f^W» watet, 
w^minjtljr aa old aa the eftgica. I leave ran-ly without 
pausing far i fc» rainutes in this hushcd cndosort 1 
lovc to muic aa 1 »tray uvct time worn »tonn which were 
OOOS dnwn (tum iIktii ijuaiJica tu pruvide for thc fcv-l »( 
nun a Ury sutface Iree oi all vcgetatuin ; Imt titnc and 
loKtude harr reptaoed thcm. in a scnse, beneath thc 
carth by covering thcm with ncw soil, and rcstorinr, 
to thc groiind Ita Vegetation und ihr hue* of it« natural 
coniplcaion. J lind cheae stones oceaaionally roorc elo- 
quent than the books which I hare becn juu adnuring. 

When Consulting tbe Encyclopjcdia yestcrday, I opencd 
thc volunic at a page which I was not looking for, 
and I hart now forgotten thc articlc, but it totd how a 
man, outworn by perturhitions and mischances, betook 
himsclf to absolute solitude by one of those determina- 
tions which uvctuunie impcdiments and are food for 
«lMity •eU-cvrigfatubtion at the |x»sessiun of a will with 
s-uthcient forUtude to make them. The conception of tht» 
independent lifc ha* rcealled to my imagination, not the 
untrammellcd solitudes of Tmaüs, not ihe soft islc* of thc 
Pacific, not thc Iws inaccessiblc Alps, alrcady wgretred so 
iiiudi, but a d ist in et memory has piusented tu nie, alter a 
stiiking manncr, and with a kind of wonder and inspira- 
tion, thc arid rocka and tbe woods of Fontatncblcau. 

I fori that I muH »peak to you further of a place which 
U to aoiue exten t exotie in thc heart of out countrysidc*. 
You will then realise better why it is so strongly endcared 
to me. 

You arc awaro that, while still young, I made a stay of 
aome yeat* at Pari*. The itUtiuns with whoin I lived, 
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nutwithstanding tht-ir attachment lo the city, frcquently 
tpcnt Ihc month o( SeptemUrr with fnends in the country. 
One ycu they lUycd in this mannet at Fontamcblcau, and 
rwiee subscquently we vwiied Ihc nmc peoplc, who at that 
Hme liveö* on the horders of the forest in the vicinity of 
. ver-lttnk. I belicve that I was fourteen, fifteen 
and seventoen ycars old respectively when I thus made 
oequaintance with Fontainebleau. After a slay-at-home, 
slothful and tedious childhood, if I feit roysclf a man in 
crrUin respects, I was yd a l«»y m many olhcrs. Shy, 
hcftttating, prcscicnt perhaps of crerythlnfl, but knowing 
nothing, alten to that which surroundcd mc, I had no 
other deeided chanurtcristic* than thone of unrest nnd 
nnhappincss. On Ihc OOttdOO Of my first sojourn I never 
went alonc into llic forest ; I rvcall lulle lhat 1 experieneed, 
but am convinoed that I preferred it lo anything lhai 
l had ever behcld, and it was the only place which I had 
any w»h to revisit. 

The ye*r following I scoured the solitudcs cagerly, hnppy 
when I had lost purposcly all trace of my road and could 
discern no heaten track. If I reached any limit of the forest 
I bebeld with regret tbe vast, bare plains beyond it, and 
noled Ihe Blcuple* in llw di*laucc. 1 retirvd quivkly, 
phinjicd once morc into the heart of the woodland, and ihen 
tf I eame upon a Clearing enoompassed on all sides, whcre 
I could see only wnd-heaps nnd )uni|>eM, I experienced 
a Sensation of pcaor, of freedom, of wild exultation, the 
pow*r of N.'iiure realised for ihr lirii timc at an agc which 
U quiirk to happincss. At the samc Inno, 1 was not gay, 
and, (Alling short of füll felicily, 1 had ratlicr an emotion 
of comfort. I grew wcary through enjoyment, and returned 
depressed invariably. On many oceasions I was in the 
forest bcfrtrt snnriv I rlambcrrd aurnmit* still in 
shadow, 1 drenched mysclf amonßst heather wet with dew, 
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length of the forest and dcscended to Valvin, bcncath thnsc 
trccs, in that silcnce, I seemed on the point of hving 
lost among lorrcnts, morassrs, romanlic and appalling 
places. Whal 1 found were hillocks uf sandstone, meagre 
outlines, a level rcgion which cuuld scaicely be callcd 
pictuiesque; bul silencc, alnndonincnt and slenlity liave 
suffioed nie. 

Can you appreeiate the delight which 1 expcrience when 
my foot sinks into a shifting and scorching sand, where 
progrcssion is difficull, where Ihcrc are no waters, no cool- 
nubs, no sliadow ? I behold a silent and uncultivated ex- 
pansc, ruinous, JisligureU, chaotic rocks, and the powers of 
Nature given over to the power of time. Is it not as if I 
wert? *t peace, when outsidc nie, under the ardent sky, 
I find other hindrance* and other exceases than thosc of 
my own heart? 

I seck not to know where I am j on the contraxy, I lose 
my: -elf when that is potsible. Very often I pursue a 
Uraight line, laking tio notice of beaten Iracks, doiny niy 
best to ignore direclions, and not to become familiär with the 
forest, so that I rnay always have something to d Iscover in 
it. There is one road which it is my special plcasure to 
follow ; likc the forest : tsclf, it lakes the form of a eireie, so 
that it leads neither to piain nor town; it describes no 
urdmary courae; it is neilher of the Valleys nor of the 
heighls , it appears to have no end and to go nowhcre. I 
foel that 1 am following it all my life. 

One is bound, you will say, to return in the evening, 
and you jest at my so-callcd sotitude ; but you deeeive 
yoursclf ; you think that I am at Fontaineblcau, in a villnge 
or in a cot tage. Nothing of the sort. In such places as 
this I care for the country seats no more than the villages, 
and for the villages no more than the towns. If I con- 
dcinn osletilation, I detest squalor. Werc it otlierwi&e, 1 
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iliuuld luve dune l*Hto to rcmain at Pans, für Ihere 1 
should have found both. 

Now hcrc is a point which I did not mcntion in my last 
Idtcr, 61led a» it w« wirb ihr firmen! which works at limes 
withln mc. 

Once in Ihc post, whilc cxploring these woods, ! came in 
a thickct upun two hind» flying from u wulf, who was hard 
on Ihcm, and must, il wuuld have «eemcd, overtake theni. 
! advanced from the »ame side to watch thc stniggle and 
pvc hclp if possible. They dashcd out of the wood into an 
oj>cn sjiaec whcre Ihcro werc rocks and brushwood, but on 
niy Coming up they were lost lo sight. I cxplured all parts 
of this speties of ridged and irregulär wüste, where rauch 
freertone had once teen quarried for paving, but I d»- 
corcred nothing. Taking another directum, to plungc 
agam mio the forc.«, I Cncountercd ft dog, who watched 
mc at flrst in silenre, and only Itfirkcd when I movcd away 
froni him. I had paused, in fact, almost on thc threshold 
of the dwelling which he guardvd. It was a sort of Under- 
ground cavcni, pari of which was cneloscd riäLurally l»y thc 
rock», and pait by pilcs of freestones, bianchcs of jumper 
and heaps of bracken and moss. An artisan who for more 
lhan thirty yoira had been a stonc-hewer in thc ncighbour- 
ing «marnc«, and was devoid of property or family, had 
retured thither to abandon coropulsory toil before he was 
abandoned by lifc, and to escape huiniliation and thc 
hotpilals, I ww that hc possessed a cupboard- Hard by 
hi» jurticutar rock hc cultivatcd a fcw vcgctables in a very 
harren soil, bring thus, wilh his dog and his cat, on bread, 
water and freedom, I have done hard work, hc said lo mc, 
and have nevex pOMCsacd anything ; but in the end F have 
found peaec, and, for (he rot, I shall die betöre long. Hnu 
wa» human htttory »ummed up to uie by this humble man. 
Could hc be i*ut of the fact? Did hc think that any 





solitu4c. Your pardon, timplc min und un*ori«na<e 
u-Aiikiy ! Kot yet had I icarncd that one may driak 
oUivjon of iotto»* I know now ih< bitten** wftncfc 
»flÜru and thc loalhiriK« which consurac <rar powcn, and I 
can rcspcct onc whow mo»T rryinp nccd i» to oaur for a 
morm-nl fr om »orrowirij;. Kalhc* 2 am indignant at bcaxing 
Üw uaii of an casy lifc uptaaid an unfciftuaalc sevcrcly fo* 
dimking winc whcn he is wanting broad. U'bat »oul havc 
tocb penons rcorived if Ihcy know not a kccncr panß lhan 
(hat of J*inK hupy l 

Von can now undci&tand thc forcc of thc recollccuon 
wlin b rcturnod lo mc uncxpcctcdly in thc libraxy. I was 
inspircd tiy this iudd<jn idea wilh all thc fecling of a r<jal 
Life, of a w»c »implkity, of Uic imk-iK.-mkuu: of huuianiiy 
in [In; uiid*l of n naturc wluch (jclon^t to )t. 

Do not ftuppnsc that 1 misUkc my picsent cxistencc for 
a llfc of this kind, or that ! look upon mysclf ns a man 
after naturr, hcrc in thc mid*t of niy tnndstoncs and Bur- 
roundcd liy »orry ptnir». Aftrr thc fnshion of a dwcllcr 
in ihr- Mijurlici Samt- i'aut, 1 imftht as weil show my 
BflghboOM Ihc iura! bcautics of a pot of inignoncUe 
benoiih thc c.itcb, of a windovr-bo* füll of parsley. or 
dignify half a rood of k round circlcd by a brook wiih thc 
nainr» of tlx promontorle* and sca-board solid tdes bc- 
longlng to another hemiaphere, »o as to recall pand 


















associixions and remote. 
thatcbcd roois oc* a roral parcb. 

But seving Hat my talc o invamty to bc Wiking Hör 
hfe, I atdeavour (o TqjvUte absofaatdy alooe aod ■otal c d ; 
I hiTc pteSesrcU very aiuüi to «pf»d low mooüw id Ifais 
manner thaa to lose them *t l'ans b otfaer puentaia wMcfc 
arc at onee rrtater and moee sordid I samt teil you wheo 
tre mect hov | Kavr ehoaen a manor, and ho« I hart 
fax med ii ; bot« I bare thither tians;>orted my few effects 
»ithout letUng any ooe iato my seexet ; bov I mpport 
cxitCtnce ooife« resjcUbtes and fruits ; wbere I find my 
watrr; how ] an clothed agaäns* tbe «et, and all wy 
raried pvovtflicen tot aiieguifdmg my eooccaJmeru, so 
that no I*arisiin, passing cight days in the eoontiy, ean 
<omc bitber to seoff at mc. 

You alao lau^h, bat tfeat 1 condone, for your mirth u 
not hkc türm, and 1 luve xuyseiT foraUllcd yimi humuui. 
I lind x! tlic uinc that this sort of life posseases great 
charms, wben, tbe better to appreciate its ndrantages» 1 
salty out of thr forest, betake myseW to the OdttMOd lands, 
and obaervc at a di*tar>cc aome pretentious mantion «itu- 
ated in tbe open country ; when, after a w«ry *nd Innen 
league, I perecire a hundred cuttages crowdcd hidcously 
togerther, when» atrtxtt, «table* and kitchen - gardens, 
walls, eeiline* and dr|p] . <-vcn to tprroents and 

furniture, aie permeated by the samc squator, in which all 
the women ycll, the childrcn sercam and the men tweat. 
And if I scarch (httllgf) *o much degradalion and imsery 
for soroc dement of inoral jKace, sotne vciligc of rcligious 
bopes, for tbese unioriunatcs, 1 lind, Tor llic patruircb of 
the place, a lapacious priest soured by diaappointnient and 
aeparated too soon Crom the world; or otherwise some 
morose younj* Ott, witlumi difinity, wisdom, or unetion, 
who commands no respeet, whose w.iy of lifc is well 








OBERMANN 

known, wfeo 6bm the emn* w*hovl €<«*olin(C ihr; gnad ; 
and faff thc ooc iy»bcJ of hope «ad of coacord, t sign cd 

1 abnrgprinn, an ■■oaaal emfaiero, thc mcsan 

cboty vurvival of antkjoe and gnal iavütutxnu wbkb harre 
Btttabiy pcmvtcd. 

Tbcte ue d*cÄ, notwittisianding, by wbom aal tfcis is 
Uken tnj>qui!*r, not oVeaamng that h is capable oC bring 
approaefeed froan another point of iv*. 

O sad and »in coaeeit of a bettet wo* VI ! UnapeeiaMe 
long ta g of tote! Regtet tot tanes wbieb patsc and pto- 
duce nothing! Universal «miimcnt, sustain and absorb 
my lifc I Wfeal «ould it bc, deroid of thy «initfer beauly ? 
In ihee is ii fett, a&d by rhee will pen*. 

Yct a few times under die autumn sky, in thesc last 
fine days which miste saffuK whh raguencss, seated by 
(he waicrs wbk* rxar away thc ycllo« leaf, Ici me hear 
the umple and profound accents of a primitive aielody. 
Ascending GriaucI or Titns, alooe with tbe dwcller in 
tbe mountains, ld me hear one day, on thc short grass, 
wiih thc snows hard by, ihe familiär romanlic sounds of 
Undcrwaldcn and Hasly ; once beforc death may 1 therc 
say in thc cor erf one who will understand mc : ■ If we only 
lud livcd'" 



LETTER XIII 



Wlwn some invinciblc senüinent takes us ihr from 
thc things which wc possess and fiJls us at first wiih 
ravishment and then with regret, giving glimpses of 
ftflfcttu which r»i.)tliing can really unpart, this pro- 
found thnui;h transient Sensation is but an inward 
witncAs to thc auperiority of our facultics over our 
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dCAtiny. U i% for this very reason so bnef, and con- 
vcrtcd so quirkly inlo rrgrct. It is nnt delicious, Ihcn 
agonising. AU extravagant Impulse is followed by dejec- 
tion. We are not that which w* might bc, and hence we 
»uffet ; ycl did wv find oursdvt* in tlic midst of that 
Order which oui aspirations »eck and nnss, we sbould 
possess no longcr this excess of desire, this superfluity 
of gifts. We should enjoy no more the pleasure of 
bring grestcr lhan our destinics, above Ihat which environs 
us, mote produetive than we are required to U-. In ihc 
ffuttion of thosc dclights which our iinagination conccivea 
so ardently, we should rcinain frigid and often preoecupied, 
indifferent, even wearied, because it is impossiblc for any 
one to be rcaily more than himself, because we arc con- 
fronted then by the infrangiblclimit assigned by the naturc 
of things; and our facuUics, engrossed by actunlitics, 
no longcr 10 tramiport u* into ihc beyond, the 
i:u>! rcgion ol ideal objeeta, uudci Ihe empire Ol the 
real man. 

Dut why should such objecto bc ideal exclusively? It 
is this which ! rail to cotnprehend. Why is that whkh 
has no artual existente more in consonance with our 
nature than that which is? Positive lifc is also as a 
dreim mercly; it is this which is void of coherence, of 
•cqoence, of end ; definitive and faed demente it docs 
mdeed pO*mu, but there arc other* also which hclong <">ly 
to Chance and diacord, which mclt like shadows, and in 
which no one fmds that which he antieipotes. Thus in our 
sleep wc encounter things which arc truc and consequent 
simullnncously with other« whicli arc fanti- n nnted, 

efaimcrical, Imi arc yct micrwcaved, I know not how, with 
ih* tortDcr. A similar medley makes up (he dieams of 
night and the u-'iisxtioui of day. Antique wisdom has 
affirmed that the hour of waking will at Jcngth airite. 
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LETTER XIV 

FusuAiMuiutAU, A*>v ' ; (II) 
-, whnfii yoii know, rcmarfced rwently: 



" Whcn drinkmg my cup of coffce, I orrangc thc world to 
admiration." — I also encounge lhis kmO of drcammg, and 
at I tove through the brushwood, among still humid 
Jumpers, I IvpttfO uivicW somettmes piciuring raen who 
axe hnppy. I assurc yon, it »cems lo mc that thcy mighl 
bc so. I havc no dttnrc to OMItitut<- anolhcr specics nr 
a new glul>c; I havc DO Vttl to »dorm cvcrything ; Mich 
hypothcscs lead nowhcre, say ycm, unoe they arc without 
appüation to what is known. Very well ; taic what cxists 
ncccssarily ; UJtc it ju*l 3» it i* ( ri-ariannmg thc accidcnUl 
o:il> I ask for no i hnnfiK .vi or notcl »pcciex; hcrc are 
my matcrial*, alter whieh I fashion my scheme, in aeeord- 
ance with ihr coneeption in my mind. 

1 sliuulale for two tlüngB : a nvltlud cliiiialc and true 
im;i. Jf 1 kiiew wln;n llic min wuuld cause thv riverfc tO 
ovciflow, whcn thc nun would seorch up my plants, whcn 
the hurricane would dcmoUsh my house, it would be for 
my diligcncc to cope with the natural forecs which arc 
hosnlc to my noeds; but if I am in ihe dark aa to tlteir 
advent, if mischanees overtoJcc nie without any warning of 
danger, if prudence may UscU" be my ruin, if the iiitcresU of 
Othltt confided to my charge forUd me carelessncss and 
deny mc even so titily, h not my lifc ineviuhly one of 
solic'uude and wretchedness ? U it not equally incvitable 
that inaction should follow enforeed Labour, and that, as 
Voltaire has so well nbscrved, I should consumc all my days 
cither in ieverihh ueuvily ur in the lethargy of wearincss? 

Urnen are for thciuobt paitdissciiiblci&, if the duphcityol 
some mun compcl other», at the very least, to cauUousncss, 
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ii iE nn? unavoidabfe that with the nccessary etil which 
numbers srek toinnirt upon their fellows for their personal 
advantagc, there should tie combined a much greftter Pro- 
portion of uwlc« mie-eries? Is it not unavoidahlc lhat 
«oen »hvuld by turn* tonnunt onc iiuothur, in their own 
efespite, Üiai all should look jskance al all, each be fore- 
nrmed against cach, that enemies should be füll of devices, 
and frirnd* of warine«? Doch it not follow that a Single 
;>< rii ji:iinn (M OOI lalsc ; : <' ment may ruin the Bttl 
of good inlcnlton* in the public catecni . lliat an enmity 
originaling in a groundless suspicion may become fatal; 
that thote who teck tu do well an; disheartened; Lhat 
falte pfinciptc« takc rootj that trickery is morc profitable 
thon wisdom, hcroism, or htgh-mindcdness; that childrcn 
reproach their fathers for not having played the rou£ ; 
hui! tlui >.t iir. ; > t\-,h ln-nnnr they have abstaincd from a 
crime? in Ihm perpclual unccrlaiuty 1 would ask what 
becomes of worahty, and agam, In Uns uncerUunty of all, 
what become» of surety? Without surety, without morality, 
I ask whvthcr happinen is not a dreara of childhood? 

The moment of dcath should continue lo remain un- 
knoim. There Is no evil apart from dumtion, and for a 
score of other roisons deoth must not be induded in the 
number of niiifortunce. It is well lo bo in ignoronce of 
ihc hour »herein all muH end, What it is errtain that 
ire cannot accotnplish we initiale but rarely. Tnking man 
Therefore pretty well as hc is, I should require that his 
ignonnce as to the Icngth of lifo should bc useful rather 
than disadvantageous; but unrerlainty as to ihc Ihtnga of 
eÖMencc i» not likc lhat of their trmling, One evciit which 
you have lw-n uiublc tu foreaee disorder* your scheme and 
haa persistent Crosse* in storc for you ; dcatli, on the other 
band, in place of tmpoding, simply destroys your plan, and 
you can suffer nothing as to that of which you will know 
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nothicg. The »ehestes of thc«e wbo snrrive it nurj 
pcrtttps obstruct, bat wattciertf n Ihe crrtitude «fckfa 
coaoerns 3 nun's o»n aSsirs, and I am tu from prc- 
sujipysing unrr.ued good iß the Dungs of our fftOC ! 
ihoakl raitdoubt 1 »orW of my plantar* 4 4 left no room 
for cvU, aad to depia 2 pcrtfcct hatmony woutd fill aoe orüy 
wkh 1 ipccies of horror. Such anomal*«, u il seeros to 
mc, are not tolentcd by Naturt. 

An jwured clinutc and troe mcn, incriubly troe— j 
tbese suffice me. If l know Lhinc* at Ihey «t, 1 am 
happy. I leuc CA heaven iu tarnados and tesnpesci ; to 
earth its mirc and dust ; to the ground its huicnness ; to 
our boJies their «eakDcn aod degcncratkin ; to men tbcir 
dispanlics and incompatiUliucs, their inconalancy, their 
afcortcomings, their viccs cvcn and their unarotdabk cgo- 
tism ; to time its tardincss and irrepealabtlity. Happy b 
the city whetein things arc ordered duly, •herein thoughts 
are known ! Beyond these it nceda merery good legislation, 
and it is impossibJe that this should be wanting \i thoughti 
•re known. 



LE'ITER XV 



Amonjt>t a fcw portable volumes whieb I bave brought 
with me herc, why I can seareely teil, I ha»c come acroa 
ehe ingemous romance of PKrasin* H MeSdor. At fmt I 
ttirnmed, then read it, and the end t have read a seeond 
time. Thcte arc seasons for sorrows, when wr low togo in 
seaxch of them w ithin us, to probe their depths and lo 
Barrel at ihcir unmeasured proportions ; *e experiment, at 
least. amidst our human uiisenes, *ith that infinite whieb «c 
would ascribe to our shadow befoie 1 breath of tunc 
eflaces it. 
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That piriÄhle moment, that disastrous Situation, that 
il death amidst mystcrious delights! All amidst 
darksome hazes, what luve, what loss, what terrifying 
rtlas I And that rending of a bctrayed heart whc» 
Phictmc, l/attling with thc waves to reich the rock and 

Feh, lured um by j taithtess beacon, perishes eihaustcd 
the vast sea ! I know of no fincr cat.nstrophc, of no 
Mh mort lamentable. 
1 



Tbc day endcd, and theie was no moon, there was no 
mortment ; Ihe sky was calm, thc trecs stirred not at all. 
A fcw iniects hummed in the grass, a Single bird, far olT, 
sang in thc warmth of crening. 

I sat down, and so tarried a long timc. I scem to 
have had nothing but undefined notions. I passed in my 
tlirough carili and ils ages, and Irembled at ihe work 
of luan. Theo I rcveit to myseH, to find that I am in 
this chaos ; I mc my life lost theretn ; I forecast tl»c 
futurc epochs of thc world. Rocks of Righi, had I only 
|xK»rutd your dcj'ths | 

Thc night had now deepened ; I took my way l*ck 
slawly, stntying as chance directed and ftllcd with all 
earines». I knew the whole need of tears, but ! could 
only »igh. The primal timc* arc orer ; Ihe torments of 
In arc rninc, but "Ot ttk rcmvikttutm My heart, 
tormented still by the lue of an aimleis c*i*tence, i* dry 
and withered, u if from thc cvhaustion of an icy old age. 
I am quenched without being made calm. Thcrc arc 
thoac who rejoiee in thor afflictions, hut for mc all has 
|oneby ; I have neilher joy, nor hope, nor rat; nothing 
r*m*iitt to tue, not even tcam. 
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I.ETTKK XVI 

FOCBTAlNtniiAU, AmfK* 12 (ItJ. 

Whit inagnammou* tciiiimcnt*! What meuiorie* ! What 
peaccmt majcsty in * mild, calm, illummatcd ni^hl 1 What 
grandeur ! And yct tlie soul m »leepcd in uncertainly. 
Shc perceivcs that her Impwfoni, derived frotu exicrnal 
things, make her subjeet to enur* ; ibe discerns that there 
are truths notwithstandtng, but that these are very far 
awiy. ßencath those mighty worlds sphered in a change- 
less sky, Naturc passes our undcrsMnding. 

Wc nrc confounded by the permanence iherein, whicl. 
is for u« a terrifie eternity. The things that are about u> 
pass away, and wc pass away with thern, but the world* 
remain ! Thoutfht is in the nudst of an ahyss, between the 
mntation* ot carth and the unaltcrablc heavens. 



LETTER XVI! 



POKTAINlM.KAt>, A*g*it U \W I 

Ucforc the sun hos risen I am up and abroad in the 
woods. 1 observc faow it rises for a finc day. I plunge 
through brachen »Uli wet witb dcw. omong brors *uh the 
hinds about nie , 1 toain under the buch Uces of Alant 
Chauvct- Sonic emotion of that happincss «hielt was once 
powible itirs powwfuliy «iihin nie ; it inipeU mc and 
wc%hs tue down. I risc and ückviuJ, I walk huxricdly, 
hkc onc who is in «tuest Of enjoyment, but ah, tlut cm* sign. 
fhal inood of tincy, and then a wbok day of «rctcbcdncB ! 







LETTER XVII! 

l'ONTAINIM «AH, .4*r»<{ %^ (II) 

liven in this place it is only the cvcning that I lorc. Tbc 
dawn, it is true, charms mf, but it is for a momcni only, 
I hrlicw ih.il T niijjhr rraltac its beauty, wtre it not for ehe 
lenßth nf the dny which follows it. U is true that I have a 
free ticld to roain in, but it i& deficieut tu wiWness, it falls 
kbort of the august degrec. It is Uunc in its outline*, its 
rocks art insignilieuut ;in«l monotonous; its Vegetation fot 
Ihe m Ott pari lackt that force and profus Ic 1 1 whn.h arc needful 
to mc; there is no roar of nny torrent through inaccewible 
depths ; it i* a world of plaiiux. Nnthing overwhelms mc, 
rv*fi:nj; atisurt nie. It* possihle, my weuxincss inercases — 
surcly it is becausc my sulfcrings axe insuföcicm. Am I 
happief on this aecoum ? By no mcans ! To sufler and to 
bc unhappy are not idenlical conditions ; to be happy and 
I |0f arr alno noi terms tliat ean !»c interchanged. 

My coodJdon is ouy, and fei I lead ft melanrholy lifc. 
I could not well fett Iicttcr oft* lhan 1 am — free, tranquil, 
larinft well, emaneifuted froni busincss, indifferent aa to a 
future from which I ex pect nuilung, and relinquiahing 
without any regtet a past which I have nevet enjoyed. 
Yet there in a disquielodc withm nie wlueli will nul dcparl ; 
a want unknown fffalcfa donunates and alisorb* nie, which 
takca me past all pcrishablc cxjstencc. . . . Vou arc um- 
Uken.as I was also mr.taVen — it is not the privationof lovc. 
There is a vast distinc«; belwccn the v.-.id ot" my hurt and 
Iho love wlndi il lias diiircd so niuch, but there is the 
infinite bciwccn tliat which I am and that which i ycftrn 
to be. Lovc is gical, it is not illimiublc. I have no 
aavmg for mere enjoyment ; it is hope that I a*k for, it is 
knowledfic that I wouhl anain 1 Unhoundcd Ulustont are 
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noccisary 1o ine, Illusion* receding ever 10 deccire roe 
alwiys. Of what eonsequence !o mc b anything that can 
end? The hour which aixty yrarx henee must eome, for 
mc is here alrcody. I dislikc ehat which impends, drsws 
nigh, comes to pass, and then is no mwe. I »eck & 
boon, a dreani, in a word, a hupe to go always before mc, 
beyond ine, grealer lhan my lon^nit; itsclf, greatcr than 
that which passes awa.y. I would encompass all inielb- 
gence, I would lhat the cternal order of ihe world. . . . 
And thirty years since, that order was, but I had no p»rt 
ihcrein I 

Flceting and futtlc aeddent, I existed not, and again I 
»hall not exist. 1 reaiise with astonishment that my con- 
ceptkws aie gieatcr tlian my naturc, and when I consider 
that my life is ridiculous in my own eyes I am lost in im- 
pcnetr.tblc darkness. ilappicr, no doubt. is the man who 
hews wood, burns charcoal, and blosses himsclf with holy 
water whenever tbc Thunder growls. Hc live» like tbr 
brüte. Nay, but he sing» at his work ! His peaec I shal) not 
know, and yet likc him I shall pass away. With time hU 
life slips by ; the agitations, the amueties, the spectres of 
an unknown grandeur delude and hurry for ward my own. 






LETTER XIX 



FONTAINKltUAl', AüfUlt tS(U), 

There ftre mornents, notwithstanding, when I find myself 
imbued with hope and the sense of freedom ; time and 
the things of time eonfront me majestic in iheir harmony, 
and a feeling of happiness comes over me, as if happine» 
mtght indeed \rc roinc, I surprise myself in the act of 
rererting to my former years; again I discern in the rose 
the delight of its beauties, and all its heavenly cloqucnce. 
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Whar, I happy! It i* impossiblc, but I am, notwithstand- 
ing, And happy cven to plenitude ; as hc who, sfarting frorn 
»mc drcodful dream, is reatnred 10 a life of peaoc and 
froedom ; as hc who issiics from the rile duranoe of a 
dungcon, and after ten years looks once again upon the 
pcace of ihe sky ; happy even as ibe man who loves — her 
whom hc has snalclied from destruction. But thesupreme 
momcnt passes | a cloud before the tun obscures its fruitful 
light ; the birds arc silcnccd. The growing shndow sweeps 
away my drcam and my joy before it. 

Thcn I slart walking; I go forward, my pacc hastens, 
but again I return sadly, and presenüy I re-enter the woods, 
leat the sun should again shinc forth. And yet in all 
this there is something which soothes and consoles. 
VfhMX t% it ? I can hardly say, but timc docs not ccasc 
its progress when my suftering lulls me to %\ccp, and 
I lorc to watch the ripening of the fruit which will fall in 
the autumn wind. 



LETTKk XX 



YOHlAWUBhlLAV, AH&titTJ (II), 

flow little is essential for the man who is anxious, mercly 
to live, and how much for him who would live in content- 
nient and malte use of his days ! Happy would he be who 
Kad the itrengih to renounce felicity, confessing that it is too 
impracticablc. But it it necessary to remain always alone f 
Pete« itoelf U a mclancholy boon if one baa no hope of 
sharing it 

Thcrc arc many, I admit, who can find sufficient 
permanence in some advantagc of the momcnt, and others 
can resthet thcmiclvea to a mode of life which u devoid 
of order and taste. I luve wxn buch a pestun tiiui- 





The dtys $ae r*r*rdingly hrautiful, and I am in supceme 
There »m ■ rimc when I ihould hftte 

•tili mor* in such utter frecdom, such desemon of tll 
Injsino« and of crvery purpooe, such indincrencr about 
«hatcvcr may befall. 

I hart a growing consciousness that I am advancing in 
lifo. ThoK entrancing Sensation», thosc sudden emotions 
which moved mc formerly, transporting so far from a 
world of «adncaa, 1 find no morc, unIcss aJloycd and 
«reakened. Thal deatre which awaltcned wiihin me every 
individual icntiment of manifetted buuty in natural things | 
that hupe, trembling with unoeruinty and charm ; that 
hearcn-Knt firc which da/tl« and devours the youthful 
hetrt ; that comprchcnwTc dclight whcrewith it illuminates 
the vast phantom in front of it ; all this exists no longcr. 
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I he|pn to apprcciar* what is serviceable and convcnicnt, 
and no more what is beautiful. 

You who are familiär with my unlimited necessities, teil 
mc what I »lull makc of life when I have forfeited those 
instant* ol illusion which sparklcd in its darkness likc 
stormy flashes in a foreboding night ! That they deepened 
the gloom, I will grant, but they proved it susoeptible of 
change, and they proved also that the light subüsted still. 
What shall now become of me if I must confine myself to 
what is, if I must be restricted to my particulai way of 
living, to my personal interests, lo the caret ol rising, em- 
ploying my tirne, and retiring to resl ? 

How different 1 was in thosc days whercin it was 
pouible for me to lovc. In my ehildhood I was romantic, 
and then again I pictured a refuge in harmony with my 
tastes. In a corner of Dauphiny, with obrious anach- 
ronism, I combined the notion of Alpine grandeurs and a 
dinute of oliv« and citrons. Finally the name of Char- 
treuse impressed mc ; there, in the vicinity of G renoble, I 
imagined my ahode. I believed at that period that the 
t. h< iiy of place* wem far towarda the felicit y of lifc, and 
that therc, with a woman whom I lorcd, I should enjoy 
an unchangeablc beatitude, the thirst after which pos- 
sesaed my deluded hcari 

Nc*w here ii an txtraordioary circumstance from which 
I fail to deduce anythtng, and about which I will issert 
only lhal such is the fact. So far as I am aware, I 
had secn and read nothing which could povübly inform 
mc aa to the locality of the Grande CharUcuse. I knr-w 
only that this solitudc was among the uiounUina of 
Dauphiny. In accordancc with this confusod notion and 
my personal leanings, my Imagination pictured the site of 
the mona*tery and of my abode therehy. It was Singular ly 
near to ih« tmih. Seetng, long subscquently, an rngraving 
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rvpmunting thc place, I cxclaimeü, bctarc rrading llic 
insciiplion : M Tberc El the Grande Chartreuse ! " — so vivullv 
did it recall what I had fancied. And when I found that 
I was actnally right, I trcmbled with surprise and regret, 
for it secnied to DM that I had lost something which was, 
jio to »peak, set apart for myself. Sinee tbis projeet of my 
carly youth I neverhear thc name of Chartreuse without an 
tmotion that is füll of biuerness. 

Tbe furlber that I go back alnng itie ycars, thc morc 
profound are the impressions which 1 encountcr. Passing 
that agc when there is alrcady some comprehemiYcncss in 
ideas; if I makc scarrh through my infancy for those firit 
fäntasics of a melancholy heart which never knew real 
childhood, which clung to powerful emotion* and extra- 
ordinary thiogs before it had so much aa deeided whether 
gauics were plcasiog or otberwise ; if 1 seck, as I say, what 
I experieneed at seven, six, or five ycars, I find imprev 
:;ions cqually inciTaceablc, niore confident, morc awcct,and 
made up of thosc unminglcd illusions, thc felicity of which 
is known to no other oge. 

1 tnako no misiake about the per i od. I know cxactly 
at what agc I Ihuught of ecriain thmgs or read a particular 
book. For caauiplc, 1 read thc history of Japon de 
Kämpfer in my aecustomed place by thc window of that 
house in thc vicinity of thc Rhone which my früher vacated 
shorily before his dcath. Thc following sunimcr, I read 
Robinson Crusoe. It was at this time that I lost ihc 
ezaciitudv which had characteri&cd me previously; it bc- 
came impouiMe for me to perform without a pen less 
complicated calculations than 1 could make when four and 
a half yeors old without writing 3nything, or knowing any 
rule of arithmetie except addition, a faculty which surpnsed 

so much the guests at the house of Madame B at a 

certain teeeprion which you know abouL 
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The gift of peroeiving indeterminate relations swallowed 
up Hat of conibining malhematical relations, I becamc 
sensible of moral corrttpondenccs : the sentiment of the 
beautiful was dawning. . . . 

Stptfmbtrt, 

Srting that undesignedly I was having recourse to reason- 
ing, I brouglit myself up sharply. In matters of senti- 
ment we can consult ourselves only ; but in things which 
all for discussion, it ii always an adTnntage to ascer- 
Uin what has Itecn thought hy nthers. As it happens, I 
have wiih mc a volutne coniaining the " Philosophical 
ThoughLs" of Diderot, his "Dissertation on the Beauti- 
ful," &c I took it up and went out. 

If I follow Diderot, it may bc because he is the last who 
ha» «poken, which, I admit, countg usually for much ; but 
I modify hl* thought ar my pleasure, for my own uttcrance 
\t -1 ill latcr thnn hia. 

Sctting oside Wolf, Crousas and the sixth sensc of 
Nuldicton, I am much of the Mime opinion as all others, 
and fot Du* very rcu»on I do not uonnider that the beauh 
ful can bc defmed so hnefly and so sirnply a* it los hecn 
attempted by Diderot I bclicvc with him that the senti- 
ment of beauty cannot erist apart from the pereeption of 
relations ; but of what relations? Xf we dream of the 
heauiiful when we pereeive any given corrcspondcnces, Müh 
ii not to say that we have there and theo a pereeption of 
it ; onc only imagincs it. Bccausc we pereeive relations, wc 
«uppoK a <-rnn,-, wc think of analogict, we await a new 
tsfcntlon of the MOl and of idca* ; but that which \t 
heautmil doe* not merely cause us to trank of all this by 
way of rtmlniscence or by occasion, it contains and Bhows 
h forth. It is undoubtedly advantageous when a definition 
can be expreuod by a word, but wc iiiubI beware lest such 
conciscncti fchould makc it too gcnetal and hence blse. 



, 






«tttek, «fco,*» wart. 
•fcoiJdbeBMträcvvrrrodKt: wäm*hmbma 
»fapgd 4 aarfur-fj ■ ort ■pwwd od <* 

No objocl a bcrncM apaxt Ena hanaoay ; ir a aerttv 
i axnbtnaiina having x u t y m Mj ioe the prodsctioa d 
btamtj and sofej, »ben, thu basf wpyfc. 
d*6oen<, Hb claDesU ire icduoaJ aato 1 »böte. TiU (bon 
ihn« srt only nuloala, troai Ibc coaUnaUoa of *h>ch 
bcftotr 0oa noc rctaU, thouyh Ukcn scjuiatcly tbey cur 
c*dh postcsa beauty, Ukc detAcbed coaiposiüons whieh, 
madc into a coDcction, are formte», and 60 not thcr<foi 
romtitutc a wftrk though thry are au pouihljr cnmnltte In 
UmbwcItcs. Thu«, a compibuion of moral thoughu, how 
«tci Ixauliful, does not form an cthical txattisc il tberc bc 
no oanncciing link bctwtcn tbcm, 

Whcn thu hjIBWtffi IM ot moft composite, but one ai 
Ihe Mmc time and complete, has sensible analogics with 
Ihc natura of nun, it bccomei of use to him, directly or 
Indlrtcily. It can bctvc bis noeda, or al least cztend his 
knowlcdge ; it DA) I* cithef a new nihtrument in his hands, 
or tltc occaiion of a new industry; tt nuy citcmj his 
natuie and minister to the eagerncss of bis restless mind. 
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There is addcd bcauty, there is irue unity, when the 
conformitics which ate pcrceivcd arc exact, when tbey 
coiiTCTgc towards a common ccntre; and if there be 
nothing more than is rcquircd to insurc this result, ihe 
bcauty b greater still betau sc of its simplicity. Every 
quality is alloycd by ihe intermiature of a foteign quality ; 
when tlietc is no such adulteration, there is then morc 
precision, symmetry, simplicity, unity and bcauty in an 
objeet ; in a word, it is perfect. 

The nolion of Utility partieipates, chiefly aftcr two 
mannen, in lhat at bcauty. There is, nrstly, the Utility 
of all paits in respeet of their common end ; and there is, 
secondly, the utÜity of the wholc in its rclation to our- 
■elv», who bare analogies therewith. 

In ihe " Phüosophy of Nature," we read: "The philo- 
sophrr, as it seetns to mc, may define bcauty to bc the 
perfect harmony between the wholc and its parts." On 
one occasion you defined it in a note as followt : 
"Tbc agreeraenl of the sevcral parts of an objeet willi 
common destinalion in conformity with mcans at 
onee most fiuitful and simple." Tliis appioaiinatca to 
Croutas both in sentiment and manner. He enumerates 
fi*c characterist ks of the beautiful, and thus defincs 
Proportion, which u one of them : M Unity lempered 
w»th varkiy, rc/iilarily and nrder in each pari." 

If anything which 1* well ordered, which contains that 
which is analogous to ourselvcs, and in which wc find 
bcauty, »hould impress ui as superior or equal to that 
which we contain within u», we term it beautiful. Should 
it seem lo us inferior, we then term il pretty. U it» 
analogies with ourselvcs conneet with unimportant matten, 
which minister, however, directly to our habits and our 
prv*cnl <k*in», we ihcn call it agrceablc. But when ils 
conformitics arv with che ihingi of our Soul, when it viTiflcs 







76 



OBERMANN 



and enlirges thought, when it widens and uplifts thc nftVr- 
tions, when ii exhibits in things cxtcrnal some grand ot 
heretofore uni*rceivcd analogics which impart lo us tbe 
ooiucioiuness of universal ordei, oi many bcings co-ordin- 
atcd to onc end, it is thcn that wo tcrm it sublime. 

The pcrception of ordaincd relalions begets the idea of 
bcauty, and the expansion of the soul, occasioned by some 
analogy between thern and oor nature, is the sentiment 
thereof. 

When the relations indicated convey a sense of thc 
vaguc and tlic vuat, when we feel für mure tlian we can sec 
their eonformitics with us and with a part of Nature, a 
delightful focling is the rcsult, füll of cxpcctaüon and 
Illusion, an indefinite happineas which promisca dclighu 
without limit; hcre i*. the enchanting and transporting 
quality of bcauty. The pleasing engages thought, tlie 
bcauliful sustains the suul, the sublime overwht-lms ur 
exalls, but that which ravishcs and impassions the heait 
is that still tnore vayue and still more extensive teauty, to 
littlc known, ever unexplaincd, ever mysterious and un- 
expreased. 

Thus, in hearts that arc made for luve, love adorn» 
cvciything and perineales all Nature with delight. As U 
establishvi wilhin us the grealest of all relalions whieb caui 
be known without us, it makes us quick lo discern all 
rclations and all harmonies; it unvcils a new world to our 
affcclions. Borne away by that swift movement, allured 
by that energy which promises everything, and of which 
nnthing can yci disillusionisc us, we seck, we fecl, wc love, 
we desire all that Nature contains foi man. 

But then couie thc disappointments of life to restrain and 
drive us back upon ourselvcs, In this retrograde move- 
ment we take refuge in theabandonment of externa I »hing», 
and reduce ourselvc» to our positive necessities— that 
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lociu ol *a4nc«, wtoc so much oi bittctness and kilcnce, 
forestaUing dealh, hollows in our hcarts that void of thc 
grave whcrcin it coruumcd and qucncbcri all th.it was 
pOMCMfid Of eandour, gsacc, deriN tnd carly uöodnc*«. 



LEITER XXII 

KONTAIWUtLIAU, a*J*#r 13 (II> 

I am of coursc irapcllcd to rcvisit cvcry MBU which I 
lorcd lo frcqucnt of old, and with tlns objcct I am now 
going in quusl of thov: which Bit ttOtt out of rcach Ix-fotc 
tbe nightit turn coW, llic tBM äic itnppcd and thc Urds 
bavc mlgrihrd, 

Yesterday 1 made a Start before daylight, thc moon was 
still shining, and albcit thc ilawn w»* bnaktag, th.-n; wcre 
sbadown di*ft*rnlhlr. Thc vallcy of Changy was still 
pltinftftl in darkncss; alrtady 1 had attaincd tfafl heights of 
Avon. I wem down to thc Hasset Logos and rauche«] 
YaJviii a» Ihr uni, dfSog Ixhind Samorcau, twgvU llic 
lock* of Stuuofc 

Valvin csnnot he termed a village, and ho*, no cultivatcd 
Und. Thc mn oecupics an isolatcd position, at thc basc of 
an eminenof, on u Mrip of flat fihorc lietwcen Ihi; rivrr and 
thc wooda, I lud to put up with thc ledium of thc coach, 
an csccxatilc convcyancc, and teach Valviu or 'J'uotnciy t>y 
watcr in tbe evening when thc nver-oank is involved in 
daofla, and tlic deer call in thc forest; or olhcrwiie at 
sun-dawn when all is still slccping, when thc hinds scattcr 
at thc cry of tbc ferryman, cchoing under tall poplars and 
anridst tbe misiy hüls all Bixioking under thc fixet bcams 
«rfdaT. 

In a IUI ixiunUy u counU toi much it onc caa coiuc 
Unit etfects likc tbese, which are at least intercattng 
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at certam hours. Hut (he $1ight«t modification 
them | depopulate the neig hbou ring woods of thcu 
beasts, feil (he trees on the rising giound, and VtMo will 
be nothing thcncefonrard. Even as it is, 1 should not 
eare to make a stay at it ; it is quite an ordinary place 
in the day-time, and furthcrraofe the inn is no( 
habitablc 

On leaving Valvin I asccndcd in a nordicrly dircction, 
passing a pil«_- of freestone, the Situation of which, in an 
undivcrsincd and shelterless place encompas&ed by woods 
and looking 10 Ihc west, impart* a forlorn fecling Mcnded 
with an elemcnt of sadness. I eompared this place as I left 
It to onc near Bourron which made an oppositc impression 
upon me. Finding a striking similarüy bciwcun the two 
spots, except as regards their aspect, I could disotrn at 
Icrtgth the reason of those contrary feelings which I enter- 
laincd (owards the Alps at points so apparently similar. 
Thus Bulle and Planfayon depreswd mc, though their 
pastures on the borders of la Gruyerc partake of ils featuret, 
and the chafactcristics and atmosphere of the mouniaini 
are recognisable at once in their acenery. Thus also in the 
post I regretted my inability to remain in a desert and 
sterile gorge of the Dent du Midi. Thus onee raore I 
expenenced all wearinesB at Iverdun, and, allhougli on the 
tarne lake, a remar kahle consolation at Ncufch&tel. The 
sweetness of Vevey and the melancholy of the Undcrwalden 
are explicablc after the samc manner, and possibly also 
the diverse character of every nation. They are modified 
by the differenecs of exposed aspects, climates, mists, as 
inucli as arid more than by those of laws and custoois. 
As a fact, the diversities of these last had themselres 
•imilar physical causes in the beginning. 

At Icngth I hirned westward and went in quest of the 
spring of Mont Chauvet VVith the help of the freestone 
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whirh abounds in thc locality, a »heiter hu heen oort- 
Irivcd lo protect ihU spring from the sun and thc sand- 
dnfrv A elrculai hank has been also hutlr up, ftn 
which it is possiblc to breakfast, the watcr for this 
purpose being drawn from the spring, Hunters, pedes- 
trians, meehanica, uiay be seen there from time to tiinc, 
and w alao niay MM melancholy Company uf Farixian 
lackey» or shopkxcpcr* from thc Quartier Saint-Martin 
and thc Ruc Saint-Jacqucs, rusticating in a country town 
which the king honoura byvisiting. Hither theyaredrawn 
by thc water — which is advantageous when a pienicking 
party mects lo discuss co!d paslics — and as much by a 
certain bouldcr of freeatone, naturally hollowrd, which is 
(hiitk! at a point on the road, and at which they stand 
agaxe. It is known as the confessional, and they make 
their genufleclion* in front of it, regarding it, not without 
emotion, as onc of thosc Sports of Naturc which, by 
imitating holy dtfflpi hear witneas that thc rcligion of thc 
country in thc end of all things. 

For my&clf I went down into the retired Valley Ixlow, 
whercin Ihis spring vanishes, too fceble to form a stream. 
Turning low.irds the cross uf Grand- Vcneur 1 canie upon 
a «olitudc austerc as thc isolation which I seek. I passod 
behind the rocks of Curicr; sadness had entcred into my 
■oul ; I Kngercd long in the gorges of Asprcmont. Towards 
erening I drew ncar to the desert of Grand-Franchart, 
that old monastcry, isolated ainong low Hills and sand- 
heapa, dcsolatcd ruins which, even when remote froni tuen, 
human ranity consccratcd to the farutteism of humility 
and the desire of impnming thc crowd. Brigands at a 
Utcr period arc taid to have rcplaccd thc monk«, mtoring 
du- j nr» i;ilr . of freedom, to the misfortunc, however, of 
thosc who w«c not in thc hond of their liberty. Night 
tpproached; I made choiee of a retreat in a kind at 
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parlour of the monastcry, »ecuring the ancient doof. I 
collectcd some dry fragmenu of wood, with fern and other 
Vegetation, that I might not spend tbe night on the stones. 
Then I withdtcw for yet sorac hours ; the luoon was duc 
to shine. 

It shooe in fact, though fecbly, as if to add to the 
solitude of that vacant pilc. Not a cry, not a bird, not & 
movement intexrupted a iilcnce which lasted through the 
wholc night. But wlien all which onpreases us is suspended, 
when the sleep of all things leaves us also to repose, there 
are phantoms which wake in our uwn lieart. 

I started ai noon on the moirow. A storm began while 
I was still among the heights, and 1 watched its approach 
with much plcasure. At every point the roclcs, hoUowed 
or pilcd onc over ftnother, ulTorded casy shcltcr. From 
the depth of a grotto ' enjoyod watching how the 
juni[iers and birchus resisted the fury of the winds, and, 
denied a fruitful aoil or advanlagoous Situation, niain- 
uuncd their free and uicayrc fisJWttOD wiih no otht;r sup- 
port than the sides of the clelts in the rocks hctwcvn which 
they hilanccd thcm^clvcs, and no other nourishment than 
a terrene moistwe collectcd in Ihc fisBures into which their 
roots had foreud thcmselvcx. 

As soon as the rain alxued I liuiicd uiyself among tbc 
w«t and spangied woods. 1 followed the edge of tbc 
forest in the dircetion of Reclose, la Vignette and Bourron. 
Approaching at length the inconsidcrable eminence of 
Mont Chauvet as far as Crotx-He'rant, I hred forward 
between Malmontagnc and Route-au*-Nyinphc-s, returning 
townrds evening with a certain regret and yet content with 
my eacursion, if il can be said that there is anyihing which 
rcally affords nie either pleasuie or regret. 

There is a confusion within mc, a kind of delirium, 
which is not that of the passious, nor yet that of madness 
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it is tbc disordcr ol wcaiwess, the discord which that has 
»et up betveen mysclf and outward thtngs, the di$- 
quictude which long-rcpr«scd wants have set in the place 
of cVaircu. 

These I seek no longcr, for they have, ccased to deeeive 
dc. I do not wish for their extinetion; such absolute 
silence would be MM tuore ominoua. Nevertheless, they 
an but the vain bvauly of a rose before an eye which will 
never reopen ; they teveal what I cannot possess and 
ean scarcely disoern, Tf hope seems still to cast a gleam 
into the night which surrounds nie, it proclaims only the 
bittomets lhat it cxhales in dcpartinjj ; tl eiili^hteiu* only 
UM «tent of ihat void in which I liave sought, and in 
which 1 have round nothing, 

Favourablc climates» ttcnc* of bcauly, nocturna! vkic«, 
pNgpant sounda, old memorica, aeaaons, opportunity, 
Naiurc eloquent in her Wellness, sublime nffections, 
ill these have passed before nie, all invoke me, and all 
abandon nie. I am alone ; the uncunimunicaled energies of 
uiy hirart rcaet and »uum; t hei cm. Ildiuld nie in the world, 
»uliUiy aiiudfct tl« throng which is to mc as nothing, Likc 
onc lonn aillictcd hy an accidental deafness, whose huugiy 
eye is üxed on all thosc mute beings ^urginp, to feverisbly 
paat him ! Ifcscra all, and yet .1!! [| dcflfcd hin ; hl iflfbwi 
thoae ttound« which hc luve*, icoka Khatn and ban Ihcm 

not; h 1 lun the eilend; uf .ill thin^s in ihn rnidst of 
the rumour of thv world. All Bttjbldl bvfnrv him and he 
nothing; in all externa! thingj therc dwdli the 
vmrcnaJ haimonyj it in prc*cnt to hi* Imagination, Imt 
is no longa In bis heart . he is cut off from the coneoursc 
of the hving ; liiere LI no comuiunicalion henceforth. All 
Ihings for him caiit in v,i;n , in vain doc* all flournh Urforc 
bim; hc live* »lonc; hc Is as onc ahaent in the Bvfnj 
world. 
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LETTER XXI II 






FONTAJKMLKAU, Gitpbtr |8 (II). 

Will man also know the long peaee of the autuntn 
aftcr thc ngitaiion of Ins rüder years ? as the fire, so swift 
uj burn out, llngers flickering among the ashes. 

Lcaves feil in crowds long betöre the e^uinox, and 
yet the forest preserves much of its greenery and an 
undiminished loveliness. Forty days since scemed truly 
the end of all at a prämature hour; now everything 
pcrsists beyond its nllotted period, obtaining on the brink 
of destruction a further lease of existente, which pauses uu 
the verge of ruin, füll of gracc or sccurity, and, decskying 
l.-y imperccptible stages, secnis to cling at once to the 
rest of the dcath which approaches and to thc charm 
of the Hfe which is lost. 



letter xxiv 

FONTAJNMLBAU, Otlobir 28 (II). 

When the hoar-frosti dissppcar I am scarccly awarc of 
it ; spring passes without attracting my notioe ; summer 
slips by and awakens no regret. But I czperience a 
sense of pleasure when I walk through thedcspoUcd wood- 
Und, orer the fallen leaves, during the last of the briglu 
days, 

To what does man owe the most permanent enjoyment 
of his heart, that pleasure of mclancholy, that charm füll 
of secret things by which hc draws lifc from his sufferinp 
and continues dinging to seif even amidst the eonsciousne.'.a 
of bis ruin ? Very dcax to DB is this soft season wbich will 
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»o Hwn bc over ; u bclated inlerest, a kind of contradiclory 
pleuurc, dfaws mc to it as it i$ about to finish. By the 
same moral law, I am at once repellcd at the notion of 
dr^tnirüon and «Irawn by the pity of that which must end 
hefore myself. It is natural that wc should find more joy 
in perishable existence when, »wäre of all its fragility, 
wc yet feel it, «nduring in üb. When death separates 
us froni things, they go on subsisting without us, But 
affcr the fall of the leaves Vegetation comes to a stand- 
*: il! . it dies, and we remain for other generations. Autumn 
is delicious, becausc spring may return for us again. 

White spring is a more beautiful speetacle of Nature, 
man tu* so ordered himsclf that autumn ia sweeter in 
his eye*. Ncw-born rerdure, singing-Urd and bursting 
blouom, fire which is rekindlcd for the afhrmation of 
life, protecting thadowk of leafy bowers, lush weeds, wild 
fruit«, favotiring night* which makc independenee pos- 
sihlel ScA-',on of delight ! 1 fear you too much in my 
fevciish unrest. I find more reposc towards the evening 
üf the year; (he u'awn when all r.ceins ending is the 
on« alune in wluch I sleep at peaea in the land of the 



LETTER XXV 

FOHTAiNintJüiu, Nfivtmbir 6 (11). 
I am bidding good-bye to my woods. I had some 
idea of spending the wintcr among tbcm, but if I am to 
get quit of the busincss which brought tue to Paris, 
I munt no longer ncglect it. I am rrnurntcd, un|>rrs*cil, 
forced to understand that since ! tarry «juictly in the 
eountry I con dtspense with any issue being reoched. 
can hardly suspccl how I live, or they would come 
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to Ibe opposite conclu&ion, bclievmg that ii was with .1 
view 10 cconomy. 

I fancy, howcver, that evcn independcntly of this I 
should have decided lo leave Ihe forest. To my great 
satisfaclion I have sueeeeded m reniaining undiscovered so 
far, but smoke would betray tue. I should never clude the 
woodeutters, ehnreoal burners, or bunter?, Morcover, I 
cannot ignore that Um in a country which is undec ca- 
cellent police supervitrion. I have fuitlier failed to makc 
the anan^eracnU neecssajy (or continuing to live as 1 
have been doing through all sexsons. I uiight well 
find myaelf at A loas during heavy snr>ws, thaws and iry 
rains. 

Hence I say farewcll to the forest, its movement, its 
dreaaiing gui&c and its faint but iranquil similitude of a 
free land- 

Vou ask mc whul 1 Lhink of Konlaiiic-bluau, facltiiig axidc, 
on the one band, any personal memoric* which uiay 
enhance its mietest, and, on the other, the mode in which 
I have spent my recent timc (herein. 

The place, Epealcing generally, is not of any great ac- 
count, and it would take Utile to spoil its choicu&i icccssea. 
The impressions alTorded by scenes whercon no seal of 
grandeur h.is been set by Nature are ncccssanly variable, 
and in a certain sense preearioua. Twcnty centuries are 
needed to alter one of the Alps ; but a northerly wind, the 
fall of a few trees, a new pInntation, comparison with other 
places, any of these may oecnsion a great nltcration in 
ordinaxy icenes. A fürest lliat i., füll of wild Iteasts will 
iuifei a great loss if it ccase to s heiter them, and a 
place which is merely pleasant will lose still more if be- 
hcld with the eyes of a la(cr agc 

What I Hkc heic is (hc Amplitude of the forest, tbe 
maje.ity of some of its wooded ports, the loncliness of the 
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littlc Talley*, ihc frccdom nf the sandy hcaths, thcahundancc 
of beech and birch, and in the town its qualhy of externa! 
sprucenes» and good clrcumstance, the undeniablc üdvan- 
tage of ilb frccdom froru dirl, and, what is not less rare, 
its liitle visiblc uusery, its broad rouds;, the vanety of its 
byways, and a host of fortuitous acccssorics, though in 
trulh too tririal and possessing too much saroeness. But 
a reuige of Uns kind cuuld only really suit one who has 
bchcldand iinagincs nothing further. There is no scene of 
grandeur with which it is possible to comparc scriously ihese 
levtl lands devoid of lake or torrent, and having nothing 
which arrests or engages — a monotonous surface which 
would bc stripped of all bcauLy, if the »oods were cleared 
— a frivolous and meaninglcs* asscmhlage of littlc heathy 
plains, of small ravinc*. and meagre rocks uniforrnly eon- 
*ort«d — a land of tevql ways, füll of pvoplc hankering 
altes in imaginär y foitunc, and not one who is silisfied 
with what he hu. 

The repoK of such a *pot 1» nnly the Sttüncss of a 
momrntary alandonmcnt; its aolitude wants wildness. 
Such a dcsolation rtqufotl a cloudlcss evening sky, a fiky 
u( vaguencss but of auLumn calm, a ten hours* Space of 
lunshine with a mi&i before and after. Wild beasts must 
roam in tbc tolitudc*, which an. mlexcaling and picluresque 
when stags ase heard bclling in the night-timc at uncqual 
disunecs, when the squirrel with its little cry of fear 
iprings frorn branch to branch in the lorcly woodn of 
Tillas. I sola teil ftOUfid* u( Imn Yc du not 

pcopk the v.ihimlr., a* iMi'..!i-.L[tlcd by the vulgär say- 
111g ; ye but icndcr üicni morc deep and mystciious; by 
you arc tbcy made rotnantic ! 
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LETTER XXM 



You nwi be tbe oonfidaa* of all tny voinoi in order 
that I mij icceiTe yo*r roppoit, für I am plungtd in «n- 
cctUunty , at Uoes 1 ptty arficU, and M tuucs 1 am in tbe 
oppcaite fnuac of ■und. 

Wbai I cnooantef a curriele driren bjr a vornan «ho 
nimhlw her whom I hat« pictured, I r.o «tnäght tbe 
«böte kofib ol che borae tili tbe wbtd alraott bruabet nur, 
and tbe» 1 obaerve no more. I foed m> arm«, Unding 
stigbtiy, and tbe wheeJ gbdes past 

I was in jus*, such a tcown »tody on a oertain occaaion, 
ny eye» fTOoetupkd «ithout bring exactly fued- She was 
thatttorc obüged to pul «p; thts time I had forgotteo the 
As for her, sbe possessed at once youth and 
sbe «aa *rry Marly lieautifui and altogotfaer 
graoous. Sbc Otfbed ber bor** auukd alavott, and yrt 
atatned unwdhng to saute. I stil gaaed, and, accing m t d btr 
borse not »heel, 1 surpräed myseü ansvenng btt. ... 1 
aaisurethatmygUnoewasaJrcadyaaedaithiuileri^ Tbe 
bonc werved aaWJc. Sbe kaned o*tr to aee if tbe wbees 
bad not touehed me, bot I remaincd In wetj dftan, and a 
lütte fuxthtf on 1 siumUed againat ooe of tboat fcaggot» 
wbieb tbe fnuftcrer* pile up for aale to tbe poor. Theo I 
aaw nothing uorc . Is it not Unat to grow niao, to partake of 
fofgetfalnon ? IshouW aay.tooxKcrnmyw^witb nothing 
save . . thai «hkh betongstoa man? nluat I not abaa- 
don all theac poerilities which tatigue and cnfceble me ? 

\\ illingly wouM I caat tbem away froai me, bot I kno» 
not «hat to Kt «p in tbe» pasce, and »hen I say to my- 
adf : No« iL u timc to be a man, I fcrxl only uneertaiaty. 
In yo*a neat JcUet , dehne me «bat it b to be a man. 










LETTEK XXVII 



Paris, Ftbrvtry 11 (III). 

! am quire at o loas to understand wh.it Is intcndcd 
by Ihc cxpression " acliMarc." Thosc who cxhibtt tha 
taiOeiicy are condcmned for possessing it, and yei its 
postesaion is regarded H esseniial. Hencc I should bc 
duposed to conclude that this lovc of onc's »elf, and the 
erpedieneie;, is in reality good and nccesiary, that it is 
mscparable from ihc scniiment of honour, and that its 
eaecsses, like all excesses, being alone dangerous, we ought 
to consider ihings whieb arc performed through sclf-lore to 
bt good oi bad, as may bc, but should not criticise them 
solcly because they are actuated by that sentiment. 

But this is nm how it works out. Though sclMovc is a 
rmmarj possession, and whosoever is wanting therein is 
conaidered a worthless fellovr (ffiaä-piaf), yet on aecount of 
•eU-Iovc we muM do nothing. Wliat is good uf ilself, or 
at käst indifferent, becomet evil when tcU-love prompt! 
iL Explain mc, I pray you, these mysteries, you who are 
bei irr aequainted than I am with society. It will, I fancy, 
he m«c ca*y for you to finawcr this question than that of 
my last lcitcr. K<« tlic rest, as you aie at war with the 
ideal, I wäl furnish an caample, so that the pioblem to 
rctolre may bc onc of practica! knowlcdgc. 

A Strang« ha* for some little timc been suying in the 
country at the housc of some opulent fnends; hc owes it, 
as hc eoneerves, to these friends, as well as to himavlf, not 
lo go down in the opinion of the domestics, and with this 
soft of gieople h« supposes lhat appearances are everything. 
Hc ha* reeeived no visils, bas soen no one from town, tili 
onc individuaj, Coming by chance, and a rclatrre, pro««» to 
bc an «oeentric of awkward deportment, one whoM; aingutar 




88 OBERMANN 

inanner and sotnewhat common appearance are calculaicd 
to give servanls the notion of a humble condition, Now 
no onc cxplains 10 menials, so that matter* cannot bc set 
right by a word ; they do not know who you are, but they 
see th.it your only aequaintance is n man who connot 
deeeive them, and at whom they may venture to laugh. 
Thus the person I speak of eaperiunced not a litüe vexitiun. 
He is the raorc blamcd because a relative was in qucsuon. 
Hcre at once a character for sclf-Iorc is establislied. but 
>t the same time 1 considcr that it is not deserved. 




LETTER XXVIII 

F'Afcis« Fttmiary xj (III). 

You could no! ask mc mnre opportunely whence comes 
the expresston pied-ptat. This morning I could no morc 
explain it than you can, and am somewhat afraiü that I 
undersland ii no Letter this evening, though I have been 
told whaC I am about W »epcal to you. 

Seeing that the Gaul» were subjugated by the Konians, 
it follows that they werc hörn to serve ; seeing that the 
Franks invaded the Gauls, it follows that Lhcy were 
mado to conquer — arresiing concluaions! 

Now Ihc Gauls or Wclsh weie unusually flat-fboted, 
whiie the Franks had uncommonly high insteps. The 
Franks despised all ihese Bal-feet, these conquered, Ihese 
bondsmen, these tillcrs of the grotind ; and now, when the 
descendanti of the Franks are in a fair way to become 
servient to the children of the Gauls, a pieä-piat is still a 
man born to senre, I forget wbere 1 read recently lhai 
there is not a Single family in France which, witb any 
foundation, can tracc itself back to that northern hordc 
who seixed a country, already conquered, which could not 
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hcKiiarded by it* maxtcrv But origins liVe this, cluding 
thax ort of arts the hcraldic scicncc, arc demonstrated by 
the fcict. The grand-nephcws of thc Scythions may be 
lüvnlificd CJiily in the motu mixed assemhly, and all the 
pitd^plah will \ii!l rccognisc their natural lords. 1 do 
not rccall thc moic or las high-born outline of yuur own 
foot, but I warn you that mine must be clas-.oJ among 
the COnqucrors, and it i» for you to dccidc whcther you 
may oontinue lo mainuün a familiär manner of address- 
ing nie. 



LETTER XXIX 



Pakis, Mv<h a (III), 
I fccl nothing in common with a country where thc 
dcetitutc man h compcllvd to ask alms in the nauie of 
Hcavcn. Oh »hat a pcoplc is Üiat to whom thc nun a« 
nun || not hing I 

When 5omc unfortunate says to mc : " May the Holy 
Virgin reward you! . . . When hc gives voier afrer this 
fashion to hia pitlfut gratitude, I do not takc credit to 
my*clf with inward pridc because I am emaneipated fmm 
fond or ndiculou» thaim, or agam from tho*e oppusitc 
prejudioe* which no len lesd thc world. Kathcr uiy head 
inclinc» unconncioudy, my eyes Call to the ground, I am 
aflhctcd and humbled at Unding the mind of man at once 
so vut and so ohtuse. 

In thc ON of a tacken-down errat urc who Itcg» thc 
wholc day, uttcring the wail of long torrow* in thc middlc 
of toffle populous town, 1 confcw to Indignation, and could 
»eil lay hands on lho*c jiroplr who go out of their way to 
Xfoid him. who *c htm and heed him not It makes me 
angry to find rnysclf amid&t this norde of dull ryrant*. I 
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can picture a just and manly pleabure in watching aveng- 
ing Öamcs annihüate such Iowas and all thc work of theu 
liAr.tJt, tbOM arts fantastic, those idle books, thosc factones. 
woikthops and dorkyards. Do I know all thc samc what 
should or what ran t>e donc ? I wish for nothing. 

I consider accualitics; I rclapsc imo doubt; I sec 
uoltung but a dcnse darkncss. I will rcnounce thc very 
nonon of a brtlcr world I Tired and tebufied, I lament 
only a profitlcss existente and fortuitous wants. Ignorant 
of my whereabouts, I awatt that day which puls a period 
lo all and enlightcns nothing. 

By the door of a play-housc, at thc entrance to thc first- 
class scats, is an ill-starred wretch who has found no onc 
to give him alms. They have nothing, as they say, to 
bestow, and the gatckeeper who looks aftcr thc quality 
rebufts bim rudely. Hc betakes Imuself to thc pit ticket- 
oflicc, whcre another gatekeeper, charged with a Ich august 
mlssion, pretend* not to sec him. T follow him with 
my eyes. At length comes a man likc a shop-assiatant, 
with Ins money ready in his hand for thc purchosc of 
Ins ticket ; bc refuses the mendicant gcntly, Ihcn hcBitates, 
fcels in bis pocket but finds nothing, finishes by giving hin, 
the silvei ooin, and niakes off. The beggar is conscious 
of the sacrificc, watches him depart, and takes a few steps 
with what speed hc can muster, as if cvidcntly prompted to 
follow him. 

LETTER XXX 



I'AtlS. AfarcAUlU). 

Tt was cloudy and somewhat cold ; I was in a dejeeted 
framc of mind, and wandered on through incapaaty fot 
dobg anything eise. I passed a few flowers growing cm a 
wall over which 1 could just lean, and among them there 
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wau a junquil in bloom. It ia Ihc strongtwt expression of 
dcairc, thc ytur'i fii&l fragrancc. I apprehended all the 
happiness dcstined for man. That urupeakable harinony 
of exiatenoes, thc phantom of thc ideal world, was present 
In it* fulness vriihm me. Nevcr had I experieneed anything 
more grand or so instantancous. T was haftled in diacover- 
ing what form, what anology, what secret correspondence 
caused me to discern in this flower an illimitablc beauty, 
the expression, thc clcgancc, the mien of a happy and 
unsophisticated woman in all the guce and splcndour of 
thc season of lore, Never shall I grasp that power ; that 
»astness which eludes all expression ; that form which 
nothing can contain ; that coneeption of a bettcr world, 
which is feit by us and Nature has not made . that heavenly 
ray, which we Ihink to sei«, which wc long for, which 
wrapw u* away, and is yet on!y an indisccrniblc, wandering 
phantom, lost in the ahyss of darkness. 

But this shadow, this image beautified in the vaguencss, 
itrong witli all the fascination of the unknown, become in- 
dispvnulile amidst our miserics, grown native lo our over- 
chafged hearts — what man is iheie who, onee privileged to 
behold it, can forget it for erer? 

When the resbtance, thc inertia of a dcad, rüde, de- 
prared power, ensnar«, enwindi, oppresses and plunges us 
in uneertairuies, disgust, frivolities and cruel or scnseless 
cxccmcs; when wc know and possess nothing ; when all 
things maiihil befure us likc thc groUsquc imaget of an 
odioui or absurd dream, who »hall rcpr**a in our hearls 
thc need Of ftnother order and another nature? 

And must this light bc nothing but a fantastic gleam f It 
allurcs, it pcrvuadci in thc universal night. It enthrallsus 
and wc purvu* it ; if it mindircctfc, al taut it cnlighlcns and 
cnkimllc* uk. Wc picturc in our hearts and teem mdcvd to 
behold on carth a land of peace, of order, of urmon, of 








LETTER HU 



Faau. M m i t JOtHl). 

My Centern ahoui trifles » grtsi; ia sacb ufttcn I 
*>• h**4 lo «y iratcrest*. 1 Dcgfeu do dettifc ia CboM 
MJ WMfo pioU ruyhrfjp «t»en «ooftd rüac * aai&e ol pky 
Mft*mf[ raftaonaUe nca; ■* thiags that are scrioos *eem 
tmall lo nur, UM mbaO things *mnmr Taluc in my cyes. 
( tmlaatour lo account for chc*c caKniriciUes, ±nd 
aaotrtaJn wtwthtr I im narrow and pctiy by disposition. 
Wart 1 1 '^uctftion of thing» Üut axc üuly imporUnt, 

««tu Iba walfcfe of a nation in aiy Charge, X fcel tbal I 
•autllil oilillnl an cnnrgy in proportion lo my dcstiny, 
um Im iu'Ii o iplondld and arduou* bürden. But I am 
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ftshimcd of the intercsts of civil life ; all thcse sulicitudes 
of mankind are thc anxieti« of children in uiy eyes. Many 
»ciRlily cuncerns acou to rne only mtM."rablc perplexities, 
in wind) pcuplc mtaugle IIhwihIhi with inore Icvily than 
energy, and in which man wouid scarceJy »eck his greatness 
if hc «cre not cnfccblcd and perturbed by a fallacious idc» 
of pcrftviion. 

I atsurc you in all simplicity '.hat it is not through my 
lault ll I look at things in this manner, nor am 1 imbued 
with any hollow prctcn&ion ; I have frequently dwired to 
»cc otlx-rwiw-. I»ut have never beer» able. Wh.n «.lull I 
say to you ? raore miserable than others are, I suffer among 
them, because of their frailty, und in a stronger naturc I 
shouM vunVi still, U (uu.se ihcy hnvc Itrnught mr iu ihdr own 
weaknttfl, 

Could you only oonoeive how 1 busy myself over thc 
nothing s which 1TB thrown asidc at iwelvc ycars old, how 
I am charmed by Ihoi* circular picces of hard and well- 
KOtirrd wood, whlrh servc. for plntcs in thc mountainn ; how 
I hoard old periodioals, not for rcading purposoi, hui 
becausc soft paper is useful for wrapping things up; 
liow at »ight of a w«ll plaucd board l utler a cry of 
iiiniiralion, whil*t a yciu that ia engiavcd bcaulifutly i» 
scarcrly rurinu! in my eyes, and the night of a »tring of 
diamonds prompte almoM a genture of contempt. 

I have eye« only for thc UM wlnrh liuclobc at band; 
analogu* wluch aic of thc bdtreet order I find il a ta*k to 
mistcr ; I would lose tun louii. with lc:,s. icgrct tlun a »<:rvic©- 
able knifc which 1 have becn carryin# for a cuimdcrablc tirue. 

Vou Htd to me, alrcady long ago : " Do not ncglcct 
your aflalrt, do not lo*c »hat »tili rcinain» 10 you; you 
have no ulcnt for afviuialiion." To-day I <to not ihmk. 
that your opinion will have oltcrcd. 

Am I then reitrictcd only to thc petty intcrests? Shall 
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I refcr my singuhrities to the taste for simple things, to 
the result of ingrained weariness, or axe they rather a 
childivh abfrraliun, a sign of incapatity as regards wha( 
ia Sycuil, vnilc and gencrous ? When I observe so 
many overgrown chfldren, withered by age and their 
interest*. babblm^ of scrious pursuits ; when ] turn » 
(l:\illuaioniKoii glancc on my own restricted llfe; when I 
consider how much is demanded by the human specics 
and nothing of it all aecomplished ; my brow con- 
tracts, my eyes grow fixed, and an involuntary groan 
tremblcs on my Ups. My glance also is ahased, and 
I am as a man w«ary with his vigils. A person of 
some consideration onee remarkrd to mc: "You do a 
BM dcal of work then ! " Happily I did not laugh. Only 
the laborious air was wanting to complete my shame. 

AI) thosc men who are nothing in the hat analyus, 
though it is neecssary ncvefthcless to meet ihem from 
timc to time, indemntfy me slightly for the weariness 
which their cities inspire. The more rational I like well 
enough, for they at Käst amuse nie, 



LETTER XXXII 

Paris, A^ritty (III). 
Some Lime ago in the library I heard the eelcbrated L 
menttoncd in my vicinity, and later on I chanced to be 
with him at the saiue table. Theie was no ink available, 
so I passed him my own inkatand. This morning, ol»crv- 
ing his entranoe, I took a seat near nun, and he was good 
enough to show me some idylls which he had chanced on 
in an old Latin munuscript. They werc, however, by a 
Greek author, and one who U very liltle known. I tran- 
scribed the shortest only, as it was neaily closing-time. 
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LETTER XXXIII 



P*iit, «! 9 '7(UT|. 

Unk« I am rnisUken, my idylls do not interest you 
slrongly : ao tbc auiliur I tuvc menüoncd ob&erved to nie 
yesterday. He ww on the watch for my orrival, and 
berkoned as I entcred the library. While I was casting 
about for an answer which would be at once courteous and 
tiutliful, he saved nie fuithcr truuble by adding, with a 
glance in my direction . Possibly you will prefer a moral 
or philosophical fragment which has Leen attributed lo 
An&tippu*, is mentioned by Varro, and has been regardcd 
hitherto as lost. It is not all the same, for in the fifteenth 
Century it wa* rcndcrcd into French of the period. I 
have found it in manuacript bound up with a copy of 
FluUrdi, pnnted by Ainyot, which has never boen con- 
sultcd becausc a number ol leaves are wanting. 

I confessed that, being nothing of a scholar, I had, as a 
matter of fact, the bad taste to prefer thing* to words, and 
wat ihercfore morc ettrtou* about the views of Aristippus 
than ahout an eelogue, even supposing it to be the work of 
Bion or Thcocritus. 

Tbcre is insufficient evidente, as it seenis to im-, iliat 
this Utile dissertation is fron» the pen of Aristippus, and it 
m due to ms memory to be cautious in artrtbuting to him 
something which he would perhaps have disclaimcd. But if 
it be his worV, the iltustrious Greek who, no les* miRJudged 
lhan Epicurus, is regardcd as voluptuous to the point of 
eOcminacy, or at lraht as too iudulgent in his teachings, was 
endowed with the icverity, nevcrthclcss, which is exaeted 
by prudence and order, the one severity which be- 
comt* man bom to enjoy the world and pasa rapidly 
through iL 
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I have changed u I could inio modern French this 
explcxlcd though occaaionally Idicitous version, which in 
more than one place I found not a Üttle hard to undcr- 
*tand. Hcre no* i* thc wholc fragmcnt, termcd *' Manual 
of Pseusophancs M in the manimr.ripi, somc two lincs ex- 
ccptcd, which havc dcfied my sktll in deciphcring. 



MANUAL 

You have awakened but a momeiil ago, melancholy, 
dejeetcd, weary beforehand of ilic hours which unfold before 
you. You have turned a gUnc* of disgust on life; you 
have found it hollow, yet burdensome. But it will appear 
more cndurable within thc Space of one hour. Will it hart 
changed, however? 

It b void of deierarinaic form. All ihai man cxpcricnces 
is in his heart, all ihai he knowb is in Ins thu-ughl ; all thesc 
are wholly within himself. 

What losses can thus overwhelm you? What indced 
can you lose? 1s anything evtrinsic to yourself which 
belongs to you ? What matters lhat which can perish ? 
Kvctyihing passes away, save only ihai justice which under 
lies thc vesture of the transitory. AH is vanity for nun if 
hc do not advance with equablc and tranquil pacc in 
harmony wilb ihe laws of Ins mlelligcnce. 

All is disquietudc and :ül menaec about you ; if you gire 
way to apprehension, your anxictics will never end. You 
will be no nenrer the attaimnent of that which is incapablc 
of atlainmr ni, and you will loso the lifc which is yours. 
Whaisocver comes must also pass away, and for rvrr 
These things are necessary oeeidents engendered in AH 
ctcrnal circle; they are etfaced like a sudden and 
fugitive sliadow. 

What evils afflict you ? Tmagirutry a \ ipr« hensions, fanciful 
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oecds, thc ctostcs of l tingle d,iy. O pusilknimuua riave ! 

Vou are clinging to Ihc non-cxistcnt, you are seeking 
hclp frorn phantoms. Abandon that which is Ülusory, 
vain and perishaMe to the deluded throng. Consider only 
the nndcrstitndmg which Is the principle of the world's 
order, and man who is the instrumcnt thcrcof; the 
unden Unding which mußt Ijc CO P fccmed to, and man 
wh« nccUö our fcucoour. 

Theundcrjlanding Itlfftsftgainst thc resistanceof matter, 
and against those blind laws functioning und« the name 
of Chance, Whcn the strength which inducs you has heen 
pMtcd into llie pursuit of understanding, whcn you havc 
scrml thc ordct of thc world, what moic would you havc ? 
Vou havc acted in conformity witli your noturc, and what 
i% better for any bcinu wlio feels and knows than to abide 
in »uch harmony ? 

Rcbom coch day into a new lifc, put to heart afresh 
your determination that you will not p:iss through this 
world to no pur[»o>.c. The world humes on towards 
iti end, but, in your casc, you pause, you go back, you 
•ubsist in a condition of dcprivntion and of languUhuici-.t. 
Say, will ynur vjuandered day« be renewed in a mocc 
iic timc? Life conststs racluaively of this very 
present which you immolatc in your contempt to thc 
futuic, for thc pretent is limc and thc futurc h uicrcly iL. 
thadow. 

in yourtclf xwd *oek that only which docs not perl 
Kximinc all thosc things for which our unthinking nppetites 
hanker: of all their multitudc in thorc OM whirh mifficcB 
to man ? Only in iiwlf doc* understanding und thc food 
of iL« lifc: be ju*t and strong. Nonc knoweth of thc day 
which cometh afia; you will find no peao: in thingt which 
*re extcrnal, seck «Act it ta föui »wart wuhm. Korcc i$ 
Ihc law nf Natur« ; power is will ; cnergy amidst sufferings Is 
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betler than ajuthy amidst pleasurcs. Hc who obcyi um! 
endures is cften g realer than hc who enjoys or communis. 
Thal wh:< h you fear i-. vain» und vain al&O ift (hat which 
you dcsire. Your wcUiirc follows only in confotmily to 
the will of Niture. 

You arc at oncc intelligent: and matter. The world itsclf 
is not otherwisc. Bodies arc modified by harmony, and all 
tends 10 perfection hy the continuous amelioration of all its 
pttrts. This law of the universe is that also of tndividuals. 



Hencc all is good when it is rulcd by understanding, 
and all is bad when understanding forsakes it. Avail your* 
«elf of bodily comforts, yet with the pnidence which suh- 
jugates them to order. A pleasure that is possessed in 
harmony wuh universal Nature is better than a privation 
ffhieb shc does not enjoin, and the im »st medioere aetion 
of our life is less mischievous than the strain of thosc 
purpo5cV"iB virtucs which impede wisdom. 

There is nn other ethie for Ui lhaa (hat of the heart of 
man, nn other scienee or wisdom than the Icnowlcdge of it» 
requiremertts, and the just estimation of the means of 
happinevs. Leave uselcss knowledgc, supernatural Systems 
and mysterioub doctrines. Surrender Lo higher or differ 
cntly constituted intelligentes thosc things which aic icmotc 
from you, for that which your understanding cannot discern 
clearly is that which was not intended for it. 

Console, enlighten and suslain your kind ; the place 
which you tili in the immensity of life sets forth yuur 
mission. Know and follow after the law» of man, and you 
will assist other* to know and to follow them. ConleinpUte 
and show forth to them the centre and end of things ; let 
them recognisc the rcason of all that excites their wonder, 
the instability of all which troubles them, the nothingness 
of the things which allurc them. 
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Do not isolate your&ell* /rom the whole of thc world, 
ctci kccp yuur «yes on Ihc umverse, and remember justice. 
-ill ihcn luve fuifillcd your life, you will luve per- 
formeci the pirt of a man. 



LETTER XXXIV 

Extntet frvm Ttvo Leiters 

Paris, %n.1 And 4M efjum 1 1 ! I ). 

KiMt-ratcactor* sömctimes visil Marseilles, Bordeaux and 
Lyons, yet thc theatre is at iti best only in Paris. A com- 
hination of scveral conditions is exaeted by tragedy and truc 
comedy, and it is difncult for that comhination to bc found 
dnewhere. The Performance of mastcrpieces is renderrd 
indifferent or even ridiculous if they are not played witli a 
slriH whieh approachc» perfection ; they fail to in leres t the 
man of laste when hc cannot applnud t dignified and faith- 
ful Interpretation of natura! expression. For plays of thc 
second-rate comic order it may Ix enough that thc actor-in- 
chief should be giftod with real talenl. Burlestjue doesnot 
dcinand the ttme uiu&im, thc same harmony ; it Buffers 
rather from discords, becausc it is itsclf foumJcU OB the 
dehnte sentiment of certain discordances ; blll faults wfcjl h 
raisc ■ laugh in thc pit arc intolcrablc in a heroie picec. 

Sonic lho.-itrc-K<MT* arc ennstituted so happily that they 
do not need g«eat vensiimliiudc; they never fail in bclicv- 
ing thcmselves face to face with reality, and, whatevei thc 
actin ik, they arc compclled to shed teart as soon u there 
i» One ugh or a Single dagger. But thosc wlio arc not 
•ddicted to weeping will scarcely frequent thc theatre to 
bear what they can read at home; they go there to study 
a pcrtonation, and tu comparc the acling of one with that 
of anolhci in thc umc episode. 
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At iateiraU of a fcw days I havc Ken th ll part 

Of Mahomci played by thc thr« aciors who are alon* 
Ctpablc ol* actem pting it. La R. ( in an om-of-character 
costumc. dcclaiming his Speeches with exccssivc anirnation 
and defiäent sotemnity, unduly dwcllmy on the final line. 
pleabcd nie only in thrw ot (our passagc«, whercin 1 
iCLugnttcd the great tragodian who is adaiircd in parts 
that are bettei suited to him. 

S. P. does well in this charattcr, which hc has H 
lucMssfully and interpreM very well, but hc is always the 
actoi and ucvci Mahomci. 

B., to my mind, was the only one who interpreted truly 
extraordinär? pari. His manner, itself striklag, seemod 
ai:tually (hat of an oncntal prejihet, but hc was, it may 
bc, les« great, Itss sublime, less lmptesshrc than might 
he expected in a virtorious law-grvcr and an amtasiador 
of heaven dwtined to compcl conviction, to »ubjugale, 
to triuinph, lo rcign. It i> truv that Mahomci, "weigh'd 
dOWB with care* ol altar and ol throne," was not so 
haughty as Voltaire has depicted hmi, nor was hc such an 
arrant impostor. But thc actor in qucUion, who by rightt 
should hc thc Mahomct of thc tragedy, it not Idfl that 
of history. Ncvcrthcless, hc has satisfied mo more fully 
than the two others, despite the finc physkiuc of thc 
»coond anU the greater gcncral capabilitcs of thc lirst. b, 
atone has caught thc spint o( thc curiing of Palniyi.-i. 
S. P. drew his sword, and I was in dread l«t the aultcnce 
should laugh. I a R. placcd his hand thercon ; his 
glance pulvcrihcd Palmyra, md hence what purposc was 
served by this hand on the scimiur, thtl thräl ugamst u 
woman and espccially against Palmyra, the young and the 
bcloved ? B. was not eren armed, and this plcascd nie. 
Wien, weary of listcning to Palmyra, hc sought at length to 
check her, his profound and terriblc glance seemed to com- 
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mand her in the name of God, compclling her ro remain 
in suspciuion between the terror of her previous belief and 
tbc present detpair of betrayed Conscicnce and love. 

How can it Ix; Jtrgtttd scriousty. ilw! method of cx- 
preaion is a question of Convention? ■" Hete is an 
error identicul with that of the false proverb, «6 frequently 
cited, which affirms that it is useless to dhfptfte about 
Uatc» or colours. 

Wli.it did M. R. prove by singing on the same notes : * 
I have lost my Eurydice, I have found my Eurydice ? 
There is no need to deny that the same notes may servc 
to exprew the grentesi joy or the deepest sorrnw, but ii 
thr musical sense altogcthcr in the notes ? When the word 
founii ifl subsütuted for the word lost, when joy is sei in 
the pbee of sorrow, the notes are preserved indeed, hut 
the aulftidiary mean* Of «pression are changed abtiolutely. 
I( is iiicoittesi.'itilc that a foicigner who understood neither 
word could not be deccived as to this. Such secondary 
methods have al*o their place in music; let them say, if 
they will, that the note i* arbitrary. 

I tragedy qf Mahomct exhibits Voltaire at hts fineat, 
but possiUy in another nation he would not have made 
the conquering propbet the lovcr of Palmyra. It is true 
that th* love of Mahomct is masculine, absolute, even 
»omewhat savagc ; he is not a Tilus in his passion, hut it 
might have been hetter if he had not loved at all The 
attraction of Mahomct towards women is> of course, well 
l.nuwn, bot it is probable that, in hia profound and am- 
luiious heart, after so inany years of düsimubtion, of 
conccalment. of perils and tnumphs, it was not the passion 
of lorr 

Snrh love for Palmyra was ill-assorted alike with his 
l^nitis and his high destinics; love ts out of pboe in the 
severe hean, engrossed by its designs, grown old in tbc 




craving für aulhoricy, aoquaintcd with planum for thc 
puipo*e of (OiKCtlulnc*! ouly, and lut *hiih Suppincal 
would fciave becn itsclf bot a distmetion. 

What »ignific* >nv T.ovc only con»o1« rne ? Who 
impcltcd hiro www« the throne of ihc Baal, to foraake 
his wives imd bis obscurc independence, to take up 
thuribj<v-»ccplre and arme? Love only consolcs mc! 
-Xo "dirVcl thc dwtiuio uf tutiuns, to tram>furui cultuk 
■. flJid law* m a whole quartcr of thc globc, to cxu.lt 
-.*.-' Arabia over thc ruins of thc woild, is this then so 
melnneholy a lifc, i» it an inactivity so lethargic? Tis 
a difficult task douhtlcsa, but it is onc preriscly to whieh 
love is forbidden. Such nccessiiies of the htart begin in 
thc vacancy of thc soul : hc who has gieat things to 
perform ha» thc least need of loving. 

It might U' OifTcrcnt if this man who for so long has 
known no cqtwl, and presides godlikc oscr an infatuated 
universe ; if this favourite of thc lords of war, should love a 
vornan whu oould co-operaie with liim Co deeeive the uni- 
verse, or a wuuiau, u Zcnobia, also born lo rtign ; if hc wen* 
eren lovcd in ictuiu j but this Mahomet who made Nature 
subjeet to his austenty, observe how hc is intoricated with 
his fand nc vi for a child who cast* not a ihought upon him. 

It i* ronrciv.iblr rhat a ni^ht with Lift may he man'* 
most VDprtSM dcÜRht, but it remains that h is dclightonly. 
To bc abaorbcd l)y an cxtxaordinary woman, and by one 
who love» üb, is tnorc, it may bc a duty even ; but a» a fact 
ii || a «ccondary duty only. 

I fad to understand those mighty oncs to whom the glance 
of a mistrest is law. I an, I think, reolisc what is possihlc 
to love, yet a man who governs docs not bclong to himsclf 
Lore plunges U8 into errors, illusions, imperfeclions, and 
the dvfects of thc powcrful man aic too impoitant, too 
fatcful — in a word, they arc public nüsfortune« 
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poor opinion of those men who, entrusled with 
pc*t power, forget how to rule as soon as they lind somc- 
clse to occupy them ; who set thcir aflections before 
thcir husiness and hclicrc that if all he made subservient 
tothem it is for thcir mere amusement ; who dispose of ihr 
needfc of the nations aecording to the capriecs of thcir private 
life, and would decapitale their whole arrny in order to behold 
thcir mistres«. I pity those nations who are counled by 
thcir matter among the last of all things that he loves, who 
are betrayed already if the chamhermaid of a favouhtc find« 
that therc is »omething to gain by undoing them. 



LETTER XXXV 

Paku, /«/, 8(111). 
I have met at last with a rcsponsihle persou who will 
ruake an end of the busincss which has detained me here. 
Apart frvoi this, it 1» practica Uy fmiehexl alrtady. Thvr« 
u no fuithci remedy, and It 1* well knowrt that I come 
forth a ruined man. I am bereft even of the means of 
rob«i»tence untü an event, which is possibly very remote, 
Oull rome aliont and work a change in my condition. I 
am not eonvioua of any dis<iuictudc, nor do I realise that 
I have lost much in thus losing alt, seeing that I have 
enjoyed nothing. My misfortune, it is Uuc, may be 
ioenued, but my happines* will not bc diminished. I am 
aJone, and have only my own needs. Assuredly, so long 
u I im not ill or in Chams, my lot will bc always bear- 
able. Littlc ein I fear miifortune, who am so weary of 
bring well off to no purpose. Life of twmMty haa it* 
periodt o( rercrac ; Uns h the hour for rcsistancc and 
for couragc. It u the hour too when one nourishes hope, 
saying : 1 am passing through the scason of trial, I am 
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of Art wiaai » MK 



dar brcadof »7 — ej; * ■ 
m pro*per*y . 

.»tV naabrr of ihr 

Im 

•b wc d^qwpfKd for thc hm 
aJwart MMud v by jjiimkj Wc deffcwc tbc ndn a iw 
«f kfc m fca bcas pcneoa; «r *c*d tfae nbrn» 
rfcawrc wfekfc k to be anfiriflrifl Gros tW ■i tt b ifc y of 
Ifafap; «c fear it tbc moce brasse, bciaj vrctcbed in- 
öcf*ft4c»Oj tbcwl, «t najard iu «Mtkxal 
vMwab^c 'fcoPy tfwyponyir So thoac «fe 
ootfccif ow» cftUta find k aaorc cnriraHr to be bocrd 
the#e in thc winter. wfakfti tbey koow aJrcady to be tbc 
«MOB of drprcaüoa, than dvnng thc Muuner, when thcy 
MC ftooking (oewÄf d to tbc pleastucs of oouatry fcfe. 

ThcR fcs 00 coane Wt mc by vtüeh I an remcdy whal 
ha» occorrcd, and I luve no idea as to «hat I nra»t do 
untit wc hart discuated ic togetber. Hcoca I dream only 
Ol tbc (KCKct. In thi» maener I ata «t free (com all 
my caxes, and have oevex tot «0 tranquü. 1 am starling 
for Lyoos ; I lock to spend ten days in your Company, and 
that in tbc »wcciert irrcsponiibirity. For thc rt*t, »c 
•hall toe. 



thk FIRST FRAGMENT 

iytk Ha* 
II happmc» were oicaturcd out in proportion to nur 
privations or adrantigc*. there would be too not 

equality among mcn. If it depended ac1u»m-ly 00 char- 
that toeqtmlity would he greater still, tf it drpcnded 
on tbc combination of chatactet and rircutn- 
-*C€i whom thdi pfudence and destiny unitr 
mlil poueat 100 uiany advantages. F.ttfmc 
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happincs* and extreme miscry would dividc manfcind. 
Rut morc than rncre rircum9tances are required to make up 
our Eot in lifo, and morc even than ihc eoneurreneeof actual 
dreumstances with the trace or (hc habit left !»y circum- 
etanecs of the pant, or with the special tcrulcncics of our 
«li.iiuc-ter. Allachudlolltccornbinationof (heGCcausc& Ihere 
are ür-rcachmg cITccts; but thesc ulonu do not occa*ion 
our native obstinaey nnd moroseness, our discontent, our 
«torsion towards things nnd prrsons — in a word, towards all 
human lifo. We hold wiihin ourselves the general prin- 
cipe of eoldness and dislike or indifference; we all possuss 
il. indepcndently of anything which our individual inclina- 
lions and h.ibits can add thereto, and independcnlly of 
any power whieh they may exert to diminish its conse- 
qucDccs, A cettain modifieation of our humours, a certain 
condition of our whole heing, can produce thia moral 
•JbGliOH witliin U3. Suflering, even as joy, is one of our 
we .111; «luven to distress ourselve* over catcriul 
thingj, even as to «eck for eujoyment. 

Man cannot desirc and posicss without intermission, 
juftt a« hc cannot suffer llwjfty& The enntinuity of an 
order of agreeablc or palnful aenaationa eannot aul*iat 
for any Icngth of timc in the absolute privation of their 
opposite*. The mutability of the affair* of lifc docs not 
pcrinil of such constancy in thu aflections which wc rveeive 
tberefrom, atid if even i( were othcrwiae, du 
i* not susceptible of invariability. 

If the man who bclieves in hiß fortunc does not foresee 
mufortune »pproachinn frorn without, hc make* haxte to 
lii.ntvr ii wiihin iimi, u..:',- Ebe unfbrtUHti to vhon 
externa! comolattoni are wanting, finds them speedüy in 
his own heart. 

Whcn we hare planncd everything, invurfld everything 
iriih 3 riew to enjoy alway«, we have eflecied Utile towarda 
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DM. Sornclhing omca unfailingly to discontent and 
lfllict n ; t f wc luve GOBtlbvd ><> avert cvny evil, the good 
itself will displcasc ui. 

B«t «f Mitto The ÄCUltJ of enjoyment nor of RurTering 
can hc exereteed to the atanlmc csduilnn of rhu! which is 
designed by our naturc to counterpoise it, each at least can 
be exeru&ed accideutally to a niuch greater extent Chan the 
Othet. Thu* cirvum>t;i:irr\ williuul liäng for us the sum 
ot all Lhings, will exert noiwithstanding a great mflucn« 
over our inward habits. If men who arc favoured by 
fortune arc without great opportunities of suffering, ihe 
least lhings sufticc lo mflict il upon ihcm ; in default of 
any real cause, Ihe occasiun will Ix: fnund everywhere, 
Those who are pursued by adversity, and have tberefore 
lignal opportunities for suffering, will endurc bravcly, but, 
having experieneed as much as they can beax at a given 
tirac, they will not surTcr habitually ; when circumsunces 
have ihcm to themselvcs they will ceasc to surTcr, because 
the nced to do so has lieen satisfied, and they will even cx- 
perience enjoyment, because '.he opposite necessity reacts 
wiili niuch greater constancy in proporimn a& the lulfilmcnt 
ol the other need has carried us fuither in the opposed 
direction. 

These two forces tend to cquilibrium, but they do not 
attain it, unIcss indeed as regards the eniirc specics. ff u- 
thiru no tendency to cquilibrium there would be ao otder, 
while if equilibrium obtained in crery detail, tben all would 
be fixed and motionlcss. On cach of thesc suppositions, 
harmony, at once one and vaned, would be wanting, and 
the world would ccase to exist. 

lt seems to me that the man who is excessively unfor- 
tunate, but irregularly and by fita and Starts, must 
have a perpetual tendency towards joy, calmne«, aflec- 
tiynate enjoynients. eonlidence, friend?hip, rectitude. The 
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nun who is excessively unforlunalc, but regularly, slowly, 
unifonnly, will be perpctually 3t war wiih two forccs and 
will bc uncerUin, difficult and irritable of disposilion. 
Alwap imagining the good, and for that very reason chafing 
againat the evil, minutely conscious of this alternative, 
hc will be morc wearied than attracted by the minor 
illusions, will be undeeeived rapidly and will bc discouraged 
cren » lie is interested by all. He who is to some extent, 
andconstantly, part happy, part miserable, approxirnates lo 
equihbrium, and in this umforrmty will be a good rather 
than a gTeat man; hü life will he more ealm than blissful, 
hv will have sound judgment but littlc genius. The 
man who is habituated to unjoyment and is shielded from 
all visiblc misfortune, will l# attracted by nothing; hc i:. 
without further need of enjoyment, and in the inidst o( his 
externa! welfare will secretly experience a perpetual need 
of «uflfcring, Hc will not be open-hearted, indulgcnt, or 
loving, and, indirTereni to ihc enjoyment of the greatest 
blessings, will he disposed to convert the mosi trifling 
impcdimenl into a misfortune. UnaccuBtomcd to the 
cxpcncnce of reverses, he will possts* confidence, but in 
hiruself or in his fortune, and not in rcgurd to olhets, for 
he will not feel the need of tticir Support, and, a* his good 
forrune is greatcr than that of the majonty, he will bc dis- 
pOted to ihink himself wiser than all others. Invnriably 
anaious for enjoyment, for ihcippearanceofgreat enjoyment 
above all, and cipertcncing at the samc timc an inward 
DCCCBiity for sulTcring, hc will find oisy pretexts for Ycution 
and forill-will towards men. Not being truly well off, yet 
with nothing better lo hope for, hc will desirc not hing posi- 
hTely, bot will love change in gcncral and in the detail« rather 
than the wholc. Posscsscd of too much, he will bc quick 
to forsakc everything. Hc will find a certain pleasure, a 
species of ranity, in being vexed, alienated, suflering, di»~ 
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contenccd. Ho will bc hard to plcasc and caacting, for, 
apart rroro ilua, w hat »vuW mnain to him of thai superionty 
which he assumcs to possci» ovcr others. and wuuld »tili 
afloct, did he no longcr daim to pot*cu it f H< fttfl 
bc hard, hc will *crle to Surround himsclf with ilaves, so 
that othcr* may confcss to his auperiority, and that tbcy at 
Watt nuy suffcr on account of it though hc himvlf ha« no 
enjoyracnt thcnrin. 

I qucstion whclhcr it it» good for man as hc is to be 
habitually fortunate, never to have fatc againtt him. It 
may t»c that the happiest among us is hc who ha» tuflcrcd 
much, yct not constantly, and not in that lingertng and con- 
' mannrr whidi irrushcs ihe fhOllltlML but is not so 
acute ab to cacitc thc secrct cnergies of the mhiI, and happily 
foror it to look witliin itsclf Gn unknown rtMtuKi.-s. 

Tu havc bccn acquainted with tnisfortunc at that age 
whcn lifc may 1* iaid to begin for mind and heart is an 
advantage "hich endurcs through all lifc Tt is thc Icsson 
of dcatiny ; it makt-s good raen, cxtcnds idcas and maturcs 
hcartx before thcy luve been weakened by age; it cieates 
thc man, and that not too Ute for hu« to be oumplcte 
man. It may teduce his joys and pleasures, Iml it imparU 
the wnliment of order and the taste for domestie bles&mgs ; 
it iinpails to csiatcncc thc highest fclicity which we ein 
look for, that of expecting nothing but to vegetate u- 
uul in peaec. We aic fax less unfortunate wheu »t have 
no furthi-f wish tlian to live; we are far nearcr to uscfulncts, 
when, «tili in thc »tu-ngth of our prime, wc seck nothing 
further for oursclres. I f»>d only misfortune which thus, 
in advanoe of old age, can mature ordiiiary rnen. 

Truc goodness requires enlargcd pereeptions, a great 
soul and thc restraint of thc passions. If goodness be 
the first merit of man, if moral perfections arc csscntial to 
happinew, it is among those who have »ufTered much in 




tn<rn best organised for thcmscltcs and for the int« rv st 
o( all, the most just, niest sensible, the lotst removed 
from happincs* und the most inflexibly devoted to 
rirtue. 

Wlat does it signify to Ihe social order thal an old man 
has renounccd the objeets of the pa&.sions, or thai a weak 
man has no scheme for doing härm ? The good kind of 
pcoplc nre not the good men ; those who do good only 
throiiKh Wcakncfcs mny I*c capable of much evil in another 
set ol circumitances, Susceptible of suspicion, animosily, 
supersütion, and above all, obstinaey, the blind insu .. 
ment of many laudablc thing» towards wluch he is drawn 
by mclinalion will be also the abjeet Sport of every 
foolish notion which may come into hts head to dciangc 
it, of the mania which will corrupt hi* heart, or of some 
fatal scheme uver which a rogue will know how to 
employ htm. 

iiui * li : - tiuly i;(mm1 man ib invariable . he is a stränget tu 
the passions ol a clique and to all local customs, he can- 
not bc uvxJ a* a tool ; he knows neither animosity, osten- 
tation, nor exceaa; hc l* not aurprberi ai a good action, 
bccau&c bc would have l>ccn the flrst to perform It, no» U 
an cvü, because he knows that therc is evil in Naturc; 
indignant a! crime, he doc» not detest the criininal ; 
topising lH l0*MM of m>iiI, In- ha* yrrl n<> scorn of 
the worm bccatisc it m dermd ol wiugt. Hc i* not the 
cnemy erf the supcrstitious, and he is without the eontrary 
superstitions. He sceks rather for the origin, frcquently 
bosed on rcason, of innumcruMr opinmn* which have 
hccofiic insenaatr, and Im- laugha at what ha* thu* loJfatd 
dünge. He is virtuous, not, however, through fanaticism, 
but because he is desirous of order. He doei good in order 
lo minimisr (hc futility of his Ufi ; hc prefrf» the cnjojrmcni 
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of othets ntber tban his own. Cor e njoyment in otben it 
pctttiblc, bot »caierfy in him. He wooM reaerve to him*rK 
anljr thc mcara of heing good for aomcthing, and [he 
opportuniry to live without trouble ; pcace is necessary to 

him who doe» nol louk for pleaaur«. Ho ie not unlnut- 
ing, but liv i* also not csuily aUractcd, and tiencc i* 
diftpoacd oocuionally to control the readmess of bis hean ; to 
be Ttctimised a little may amuse him, but be must not be 
takcn for a dune. Hc may havc wuncthing to suffer at 
thc hamii of kirn* ., hm in- i.\ not their iport. Fm»i tiflM 
t-i iimc hc pcrmiti certain mcn, to whom hc is of Service, 
the »null pleasure of pretending in sccret to protect bim. 
He u not contented with what he doca, bccauxe he fecU 
that much morc might !*c accomplishcd ; hc t» to some 
extern uiisfied with his intentions, without bcing more 
proud of such intcrior disposition than of thc good shnjv: 
of onc of hin ftaturts. Thui hc will cxpend houra in slow 
prugrcM towaid* thc t*st, ooau»iün*lly with an cncrgeiic 
thouyli impedcd stcp, morc oftcn with unccrt.i 
somothing of wcakncw, and with thc smilc of discourage- 

Whrn It is nccdful to oppose thc merit of man to other 
merits that arc either countcrfcit or useless, hy which it is 
sought to confuse and debasc all, hc lays down that thc 
first uieril i» thc unruffled teclitude of thc good man, sincc 
it is that which i» thc inost assurcdly useful ; hc isaccuscd 
n! |..ri<lc xi:i! he- Lm^liN Hc ■lilfr:-. ; ;ur s, hc rbtgrfCl 
dornest ic wrongs. Askcd why he docs not arcomphsh 
peatcr things, hc again laugh», for these are entrustcd 
to him. hc itt lOfilllOd hy thc fricnds of a traitor and 
is condcmned hy him whom thcy bctray: he stniles 
and n m:S on * H |S own relatives assurc him that it 
1-of injuslice, and again, and still moie, he 
Uughs. 




THE SECOND FRAGMENT 



I am by no mcans surprised that accuracy in ideas 
uhuukl be so rare in ethics. Unequipped by iheexperieiicc 
ol tlic centuries, the IIHJ*M Uli. On nunc tlian one occasio», 
thought of placing the destiny of the heart of man in the 
hands of the sages, Modern political art is more astutc, 
it ha» turned over the one science to the preachers, and 
to that assetublage denominated nieu of lelters by the 
printen ; but it protects in the most expres* manner the 
art of manufacluiing sugar Howcr;, or a new design in wigs. 

v, in u ihc disadvantay.es of a cerlain class of person» 
onee hegin lo bc observcd, and once thcir cause* are 
dlscerned, it becomes piain that the most novel and most 
useful thing that can possibly be done is to warn thern 
against truthk which deceivc them and virtues by whicli 
tlicy an- undone. 

Tbc disdain of gold is an absurdity. Unquestionably, 
it is crtminal To prefef gold beforc duty, but does not 
reoson ordain us to prefer duty before life as well as 
riehen? And if, notwtthstawling, life he, gcncrally <<pcnk« 
injC a Messing, inay not this Also be true of %M ? A fcw 
independent and isolatcd men may do well to dispcnsc 
with it, but all do not come under this category, and such 
rain dcclamation* II l luve eiled, being falsc under onc 
atpect, become eatcecdinfjly hurtful to ffettt Tbl prfl) 
cipl« of conduet hare been turned Into contradictions, If 
Tirtuc bc only a Urning öfter order, by what manncr of 
pTetencc can pcoplo I« led in ils direction through so 
much of disorder and wiimiMuu? Y<M mc, who esteem 
more highly the quaüties resident in UUft bM rather 
than those of hi» mind, t think all the tainc that the 
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Icadcr of a pcoplc would find readicr ntcans tot thc 
control ©f evü hearts than of iaithlcss minds. 

Christian* and oihcrs havc advocalcd pcrpctval con- 
tinencc aa :\ virtur; bot »hey havr not reqnirofl it o4 
mankind ai largc, nor havc thcy cven counsdlccl ii except 
for thosc who aspirc to pcrfcction. However »beolutc 
and impartial raubt bc a law wlüch couu» Crom licaven, it 
lia* not guiiu *o Ur a* tili*. Whcn thc luve ui uiniii.y 
i fofWdCB to Ituuiomty, too niutli ol inodciation and 
justice can scarccly bc brought to boar thacon. Rcligious 
Oi phtloMiphical abnegation may lead many pcoplc to 

■tflotn kadiAMBd toi weaiih, hui tho desto to doamm 

it h unavoidablc in unlinary lifo Kquipped thvrcwith, 
Klu-n ver 1 put in an appeaianec, I havc only tu makc 
:., and that sign obuins my icquircincnts — food, 
cLothing, aiuuftcmcnt, uiiniitry to ruine and ine, and 
enjoyment for all about tue. If any onc suflers, let Iura 
wy no, his fmuMca arc over. I give rny Orders, and they 
arc oheyed immediatcly. 

Those who despise gold arc lilte thosc who despise 
glory, woiiicn, abilily, GOUnge, nurit. VVhen mental im- 
beciüly, physical incapacity, ür grossness of soul inakc it 
inipusaihlc to usc without abusing an advanuge, ii i* 
customary to calummate that advantagc, not pereeiving 
lhat one's own IxisencBS ia alonc aecused. The man of 
immoral lifc disdains wumen, thc dullanl at»pmes mint!, 
ihc KOphilt BMIlfim against money. Undoubtedly, thc 
we:ik slaves of their passions, tlic clever fool, the vacant 
counteijumpcr would l>c EDOfC »retched or vicious tf thcy 
were rieh ; such pcoplc sliould posse« Imle, because to 
pousess and abusc is for them thc ümc thing. Therc ts 
also no doubt that he who grows wcalthy and lives hence- 
forth to thc utmost as a moniod man, guins nothing, and 
soractimes loses by thc chanye in his circumsianccs. But 
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why is it thjt he is not better than betöre? Because he is 
not rrally richer, hc b mcrcly morc opulent, and hence 
U addltionally embarrasscd and restless. He haa large 
revenucs, and so good is his management that the least 
oecurrence deranges them, while his debts increasc tili hc ia 
ruiricd- Such a man is indisputably poor. To tuultiply 
wanU KD hundrcd-fold ; lo do everylhing out q{ ostenU- 
tioo ; to keep twenty horses becausc another has nftecn, 
and to inercase th« m to thirty forthwith if the latter should 
MQflfln five more — all this is to load one's seif with the fetter» 
u! u [KTiury mnru pninful and more anxious than any forme r 
poverty. Bui to liave a convenient and hcalthy hause, 
cican and well appointed within, to have reasonable abun- 
dance, simple elcgancc and to stop at that, thould our 
retour ccs bc evt-u qotdfUpfcdj to employ what remains 
Cor the help of a inend in difticulties; to forestall mis- 
fortuncs; to indemnify the good man in misfortunefor that 
which he gave in his youih lo thoac now more bappy than 
lumvdf; to repluec für UM thrifty wuuian the only cow 
«hkh shc has Jos! , to send com to the (armer whose 
ficld ha« becn raragcd by hail ; to repair the bad roads 
im h htf| proved a dan>;cr to traffic ; to find employ ment 
in aecordance with taatc and ahility ; to impart ImnwIcnVi 
the apirit of order, and tolcnts to our childrcn — all thi.t i.s 
of Car higher worth than the privatum wbich is so clumaily 
cttollcd by falte *i»dom. 

The conlcmpt of isuld, »o inconmdcratcly commendcd 

to the age which is ignorant of lts value, haa oflen 

deprived men with ■mperior eapacity of onc of the greatest 

P -.".:. ;-■. die surcet safcguard, acaimt the uselessi 

hfe of the GBOVd 

(low many young women pndc thcmsclvcs, in thetr 
ebotec of a husband, on couiiting posaessions as notluug, 
and so involve iheroteWc* in all the morliftcation« of a 

■ 
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prccarious lot, and in that permanent wearineM which itsdf 
conuii» so many cvüs ! 

A quid and cuminon-sense man, who despises a frivolou* 
character, ts attractod by sonic similaiity in taste» ; lic sur- 
fender* to the vulgär their gaiety and laughter, cren their 
Yivacilyandactivity ; he rakesa seriousandsad wife, aflected 
hy the tust eoruradietion, soured by disappotntments, who 
as she ages grows taciiurn, hrusque, imperious, austcre, 
and peevishly disposed to do without everything, comes 
to do so very soon out of mere peevishnes-s, and to teach 
the same self-denial to others, fills the whole housc with 
wretchedness. 

It was in no jesting mood that Epicuras obsenred: 
" The wise man chooses a light-hearted, afläblc friend." A 
philusophcr of twenty unthinkingly seu a&ide this counsel, 
and it is much if he does not opcnly rebel at it, for he 
has rejeeted vulgär prejudices, but he realises its import- 
ance when he has rejeeted the prejudices of wisdom. 

To bc ditTcrcnt from the common run of mankind connta 
for iittlc; to difler from the common run of the wise ia to 
have raade a Step towards wisdom. 






LETTER XXXVI 

UpUfted mountains, headlong fall of aecumulated snowu, 
lone peace of the valley in the forest, serc leaves which the 
silent runnel takes onward, what would ye be to man ii* ye 
spake not to bim of other men? Nature would be mute 
did they e*i*t no more. If I remaincd the last of all my 
«ce, what impression could be exercised upon me by the 
rumours of the austere night, the solemn r.ilcnce of the 
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great volley», ihc light of the sun setting over calra walers 
in a heaven sufTused with melancholy ? Nature is pei- 
cared only in iis conespondences wiih humanity, and the 
cloquencc ol externa! things is nothing but the eloquence 
of min. The fruitful earth, the vast heaven*, the flying 
waters, aic but an expression of the relations which our 
hrart« produoe and contain. 

Perfcci conformity, intimaey of the old attachments. 
When the tiand of a Inend was recognised in the super - 
scription of a lelter by him wlio was Ijoundlcss in his lovc, 
had he eye* left to examme at such a moment the bcauty 
of a proKpcct or to eompute the height of a glacier? But 
the relationships of human life have inercased since then ; 
UM fCfeepäon of «uch Mfation* has beeome un&ettled, 
ic*tlcii, füll of coldneas and rcpdlcncy ; ever is the old 
friendship remote from our hearts or from our destmy. 
Bctween hope and caution, between the dcÜRhts that 
»■<■ nped and the UttenMM th.it wr. c*pcrience, bonds 
of union areteft tnconipletc. Kamiliarity itself isfrusirated 
by wcoriness, or destroycd by sharing, or arresied by cir- 
cunifttance. Man grows old, and his dueouraged hcuit ages 
twfore luintfif, If all that he Gtt lovc be in man, all lhal 
he would avuid i* m man aImi. Tlicie where hc lindfc ku 
many social felicitiei, there, and by an incviuble neces- 
»ity, he discoven all discordance.n. Hencc, onc who fears 
:.: -rr- ilian lir Impe« rernains to »ome extent aliennted 
froen his kind. Thinj;» without lifc uxcrcisc a Icwer sway, 
but tbey are morc truly ours because they arc that 
»ludi wc make tbcm. They ofler less than we sock, but 
wo auc morc ccrUin to find in them, wln.ii we so choose, 
that which they do contain, in a word, the Rift» of 
medioerity, limited hui yet assured. Passion xceka out 
man, rcason someumes finds itsclf compcllcd to abandon 
him for thingi which arc less ciccllcnt and less bancful. 
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A pnwcrful bond in wtnblished in tbis manner betwccn 
man and Uux friend uf man, Selectol uuUid« hi> u*n 
tpfcic*, and yct w well awortod bcuiusc bc is Icss than we 
are but worc than things manimate. Were it needful for 
nun to chootc a fricnd »t ehancc, it would bc f*r hctter 
:m in take onc fro«i tUOOg thi* ttCC ol dojpi racher 
than that of MB. The last of bis own kind would bring 
him fever consolations and Ie&* peaec than the Leaat of 
tbese animali. 

And when a faniily is in the loneline» not of the desert 
but of Isolation ; when those feeble, suffering being» who 
have so many mcans of bring wretched and so fcw of being 
contented, who have ruomenls only tut n 
day only for life ; when fallier and wife, when mother and 
daughters, are wiüioui aflability, withuut an> bond of 
union | wlicn they declinc to inlerest thenuclvcs in the 
umc things; when Ihey know not how to M 
the utne mincrica and to hold up ftt equal difttanrra 
du- r.hain of misfortuncs; when \iy self-sceking or ill- 
humour each of them, suspending his concurrcnce, lcts it 
drag heavüy over the rugged ground, tracing the long 
furrow in whicli the briers (bat rend llicm all spring up 
with threalcuirig prufusion, O men ! »hat are you theo 
for mm ? 

When the act of kindness, the word of peace, of bene- 
volencc, of gencrou» forgivencss, are reccived with disdain, 
with sour temper, wilh free2ing indifference — O Um. 
NatUTc, so hast thou ruled it lli.it viriue may manifest 
tts giwtncss, and that the heart of man may become seil 
better, and more ieaigned, under the wciguiwhich thrcaten& 
to overwheliu it! 
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Lyoh«, May j IVI). 

Thcrc an: moments when I could despair of cnduring 
the unre-üt whicli turracnts nie. Tlieti everytliing whirlß 
nie away, and camcs nie furward with inesistiblc (orce ; 
from this height ! fall back in dismay, and na lost in the 
abyis which it has opened. 

l( I wen? absolutely alonc, moments like these would 
hc beyond bcatitttj, Imi it seems that ihe labnur of describ- 
in| lo you what I (cel toticta the elTect thereof. Towhom 
die could 1 unbosom myself Ihus? Wbo eise would 
tolcrate the wrarifome loquacity of a gloomy niania, of 

.1 •rr,\;!iili!v SO UM j »t ot'il 1 1 .!- ? M\ Our p1<:;.<-'i' r IS !<• 

narrate all lhat I am unahle to say caeept to you, 
all that I should not wish to unveil to another, and 
that no other could desire to hear. Of what con- 
«rquence to m« is the eatent of tny MletaP The longcr 
tbcy aie, and the grcaio tlie time wbich I spend over 
them, the mote taluable they are to me; and, if 1 err not, 
the bulk of the packet ha« never yet dismayed you. 
We spend hour* at a timc in conver aatinn, why should wr 
not write for a couplc ? 

It is not my intcnüon to reproach you. You write at 
less length because you are morc concise in juur mannet 
of expretnion Bcaidc», your occupatio"» fAiigue you, and 
you enjoy correipondcnce leat, «ven wich those whom you 
love. You say Chat you have thlng* Co teil mc in privite, 
but I who am a hermit. or at least a fnntastic dreamer, 
have nothing in reality to aay, and yci I say it at twicc 
the length. All that tum through my head, all that 1 
»hould rrtitc in convcrs^liun, l set down il oppoituoity 
oftet; but all that 1 think, aLI that I feci. I write of 








OBKRMANN 



119 



Such I am, and hoc i* my twcnry-scvcnth ycar. The 
hcai of the days are ovcr, but I have not cvcn s«n thcm. 
Wrctchcd In ehe age of felicity, whai am f to expeet for 
latcr seasons ? I have passed in ihe void and the wearincss 
all the happy period of conndence and of hope. Con- 
»trained and suffcring in everything, with an ernply and 
aillicicd heart, I have arrived, while yel young, at ihn 
regrets of old agc. Accustomed to Lchold under my 
barren stepsthe withering of every flower of lifc, I am like 
thoac doiards from whom everything ha$ taken flight, but, 
cvcn l«ss blessed than they, I have lust all long before I 
have mysclf ended. Having still a hungry sau!, 1 cannot 
repose ui tbis silcncc of death. 

Memory of ycars long gone, of things bloUed oul for 
ever, of scencs which will not be revisited, of BM who 
have ehanged I Conseiousncss of life that is loit ! 

What placcs evet were for me that which they have been 
for others? Whai tünets were lolerable, and under what 
*ky have I found Ihe repow; of Um hcarlr* I luve Ken 
the lumutt uf citics, and the vaeuity of the iura! pLices, and 
the austcrity of Ihe mountains . I have known the cr-mncsi 
of ignorance, and the agony of the arts; I have becn 
fnrnili.1T with unprofiiablc virtucs and unimportant sue- 
cc*K»; I have maikcil how all good things arc swallowcd 
up in all things evtl; I have observcd men and deitiny, 
ever uncqual. deccivmg themsclvcs unccaaingly, and in the 
unl.irulled strife "i .tii ;5,sion», the cxccnblc viclor rocriviiu/ 
xi the fuerdon of hi* triumph the heaviest fetter» of thosc 
evils which he has contrived to bring about. 

Were man in conformity with misfortunc, I shoulrl pily 
liim fax Ins, and, conaidwing the shortness of hi* xpan, I 
should despise for lnm as for mysclf the torment ol a day. 
liut all things good encompass bim, but all Im facultica 
cons-.rain lnm to enjoy, but all cri« to him ; ■ De happy ! " 
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And man antwm: -Let fcoppines be for the brat«; art, 
söence, glory, frandcur— bc Ihcw rainef Hw mortality, 
bis misfortuncs, bis er um* thcmtclve», atc the leut poetions 
of hi» mi»CTT I ltment his losses — lhat calm. Ihn free 
frhrttft-, lhat union, rhat peaceful possewion. I IttNfi) » 
Century wpi*ndcrcil hy million« of lieinjK* in antirrirt am! 
repressinn, amirfst that which mißht constiiitte immunlty, 
lihcrty, joy; and this life o( bittemess an ■ voluptui 
eiiib, bccnu*c man luw longcd für tmaginary blewingti and 
ciclu*ive advaniagcs. 

AU thii notwithstanding ii little , half a Century ago tt 
was to mc n* nothing; half a ceniury to come, and for me 
tt will agatn bl noihinj;. 

I temarked onee on a day: If the rvstoration of a 
circumscribed nnd isolated countr> to pximoidial mannet: 
be oulsidc the scope of my destiny, if I must compcl mysclf 
to forget the world, und OMM thmk tb.it I am rcasonably 
fortunatc if l obtain tolerable days for mysclf BpOfl rh:* 
hcwraycd canh, ihcn I scok only one blessing, onc shadow 
in this drvam whence I never wish «o awake. Thcre 
remain*. upou eatth, «ich as it now is, one illuaion which 
«tili ein deeeive tue; it is only onc: I musl Ijc wisa 
enough to pennit it to delude roe, the rest is not * u 
the pain*. — That is what T then said, but chance alone 
could hestow on nie such an incstimablc error. Chance is 
dilatury and uneettam, but life rapid and irrevocaWe ; its 
spring passes, and this cheated neectsity, by watting my life, 
must at length alienatc my heart and transform my nature. 
At tirnew ulnrady I fttt COOfdCUl of growing sour, I am 
irritated, my afTcctions are heeoming narrow ; impaticnce 
may yet make me fierce of will, and a species of contempt 
bean mc onward towards grand but austere designs. 
Ncvcrthclct*. bitter ncss of ihis kind doe* not continuc by 
any tiicaii* mvariably in füll force : 1 let mysclf go in ll»; 
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cnt\ t as if I feit that racn so languid, lhai things so 
dnuhtful and that my lile so short dcserved not the dis- 
quictudc of a day , and that a füll awakcning is uscless whcn 
oi»c must so soon fall a-slcep for ever. 



LETTER XXXVIII 

Lyons, Mayt (VI), 
I luve joumeycd as fnr as Blammnnt to call on thc 
«urgcon who was so skilful in selting a eertain officcr's 
arm whcn hc feil from liis horsc on hi$ return from 

Chili 

On thc occasion in qucstkm, more than twclvc ycars ago, 
you will not have forgotten how, as we entcred his hotue, 
Ut ran out nito UM 0tt4tfi r ° ffcfhtf bifl choieest apricots, 
and how OB Nfliml&g with hands füll, thc old man, thc n 
aJrcady infirm, eaught bis foot against thc doorstep, and 
so upset ncarly thc wholc of thc fruit. You will remember 
alio how rudrly Im daughtcr cned to him : "Thal is just 
what yuu do c-vt-iy day ; you will mtcrlcic with cvcrytlnny, 
and it is only to spoü evcrything. Can't you Sit still In 
your chnir ? Hcrc i* a pretty MM of things!" Oui 
hearta blöd, for hc was in pam and niade no answer. 
Poor fcllow ! To-day hc is even morc unforiunatc Hc 
is stretched by paraJyiis on a veriuble Ijed ol mhtow», 
with no onc ncar him caeept this wretched acaturc, his 
daußhUr II it «evcral BMGthfl \m*c hc lost tbe power 
of «petrh, but hu» ri^ht arm is not aflected a* yet, and hc 
can usc it to malte sign», Hc made onc which, to my 
sorrow, it was not possihlr for mc to ri piain ; hc was 
aruious that his Uaughtcr should u/fer mc surnc refresh- 
uienl, but, .1* wllcn luppcnu, :.hc did not undvrsland 
htm. Whcn at length hc recaJlcd her to some other 





u tbat he torgave her afl. so thai m tu» 
be »night 49 cbernh an aficetjoo fcr tbe ooe besag wbo 
ma*Jned lo ha love. Tb« doe* aa »ged am bebold h» 
bicflklcroatl Amkta «acb bieten»» doea a feber t*d 
hü days in bu ovo boote ! Aad oor bvs are powesftca* 1 
Such an abyia of wretchedncaa aflects 

ofinuDOftafity. W«rt it poniUe Hat, after 
Inf the age of icason, I had beca acnocsly vanting towarda 
my Cither, I »hould he anhappy through aU my tue, beeauae 
heiino morc, and bence my fault would be no leas irre- 
parable tban monsttou*. Il might ocrtaänr/ be argued thit 
k* whv fccU no longcr, who cu»U no murr, i» chimerical, 
so to ti<ak, and in a cvitam teme Ol no acoovnt, aa are all 
thing» whoüy pan-ni away. 1 could scarcely deuy il, und 
yet I ahould be inconaoiible notwithstanding. It is diffi- 
cult to aaccTtaJn the ground of lh» sentiment Wer« it 
not hin/; liiii ■ •NMiadOIWMNi of & dcgraifing lapsc, »henec 
we hatc lost the opportuniiy of rismg witb a digmty which 
tnight inwoidly consolc us, we should find ai loist a 
cerUin compensatio!» in tbe Rincerity of the intention. 
Whcrc our o*n wlf-cstcem is rjclusivciy concemed, the 
dci'irc of a prii*cworthy action musl stand for us in place 
of ils cicrutifin ; the Ulicr difTcM fron» the desire ouly L<y 
ila conftcquencca, and there can be none for an ill-used 
peraon who Uvea no longcr. The sentiment of that in- 
justicc which in Us effects subsists no morc, can still, wc 
find, uvcrwhelm us, still debaae us, »tili beerate us, as 
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Ihough it lud eternal results. One would say lhat Ihe 
peison we have aggrie%ed is merely absent, and that wc aie 
destined to re-establish the tics betwcen us, but tri somc 
»tote which will surTcr no further changc in anything, no 
repatttion of anything, and whercin thc wrong will bc 
perpetuatcd in spitc of our rcmorsc. 

Evcr does thc human mind lose ttsclf in speculating 
upon iliis connection belwecn Ihings efieclualed and their 
unknown issut-s. Il might be imagmcd th.Tt tbese coneep- 
tions of & future order and an unlimited perpctuation of 
present things hnvc no other bnses than the possi- 
biliiy of supposing Ihcm; that they mußt be counted 
amunKkt the Instruments by which man is preserved in 
diversity, in contraxiety, in permanent inceriitude, plunged 
••herein by his imperfeet discernmeni of thc qualities and 
intcrconncctiort of things. 

Slnec my leitcr h.ta not been sealed, I must r\uotc 
Montaigne I have Just chaneed on a passage so ana- 
logoui tu the idea which oecupted mc that I have been 
tiuptokcd and GOQli&CVd thereby. In such comforruity of 
thoughls Ihetc is n pnnciplc Ol »cucl joy ; it i* tUl which 
renders man indispensable to man, ictLilisiiiu oui ideas, 
giving a»urance lo our imngination, and connrming us in 

iIk Opinion r>f sjfjtj «!■ nr.. 

Wc do not find rtftt wc weit in Mimiaigiw, wc come 
acioss »hui r iJuir. Hc musl bc opene<l by accidcnC, And 
to ruenlion this is to pay a oettain homagc 10 his mannef, 
which is füll of independence, without being burlcsque or 
1*1, antl I am not «urpnsed lhat some Englixhmunha» 
sei thc Kssays nbove everything. Montaigne has heen 
reproached for «wo things which mala him worthy in 
rtssüly of aijmiration, and for which I ihould never have 
OOCttion 10 cxcinctatc him ai betwcen y«u und IDA 
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He ays in the eighth chapter of his seeond book : " As 
1 know, Liy an ubumlani expericnce, there iE no cunvob- 
Ctal 10 »wcct amidst the loss of OD fiiMVll as th*l which 
is aftbrded us by the knowledge that we have Iclt nothing 
unsaid lo thcm, and lhat I jxrrfcct and undividcd confiden« 
h38 aubsiaied hctwcen us." 

Such plenary communion with a responsihlc hdng »mllar 
lo OlUMlVH and placcd near us in a rcvcred connection, 
wems an esseniial pari of the mission which is bestowed 
on ux for the employmcnt of our allottcd span. We arc 
diseontented with ourselvcs whcn at the cnd of ihc act 
we have lost bcyond recnll the ment of ihc execution in 
the episode entrusted to ourselvcs. 

This, you will possihly teil me, is evidente ihai we arc 
conscious in advance uf anulher existence. I grant you, 
but we shail also aeknowlcdge that Ihc dog who will no 
longer bear the bürden of life because life Ins ceased for 
?iis BtfuKer, and hence leaps on the pyre whcre the body of 
ihc latter is being eowramed, is cager to die with him, 
bccAusc hc is convineed of immortality and posscases the 
consoling assurance of rejoining him in another world. 

I have no wish lo laugh at anything which it is sought 
to set up m place of despair, bui I should jest U thil 
resiraint werc removed. The coulidcnce with which man 
chcrishes the opinions which please him, though in direc- 
tions where there is nothing to be diseerned, compcls respect 
in so far as it may diminish ihe bitterncss of his wocs; 
yet there is somclhing humorous in lins rcligious inviola- 
bility with which hc pretends lu Surround it. If any one 
argued lh.it a person mighi cut the lhiu.it of his fathet 
without commilting a crime, we should not teioi it sacrilege, 
but should incarcerate bim in a madhousc without any 
»ense of Indignation- yet wo hecome furious if onc darr to 
teil us thnt we may perhap* perish like an oak or a fox 
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so afmd arc wc o( belicvmg it. CJan we fall to see tliat 
wc arc demonstrating our own inccrtituik? Our faitti is 
xh false a» that of those devoter» who would raise a cry of 
impieiy if .«my nnc (pic^lioncd that ihc calingof a chicVcn nn 
Friday could plunge tho aoul into hell, und yet cat it in 
teeret, euch is the proportion between the dread 0/ cternal 
(urment and the pleamre of a few mouthfuls of meat in 
UtUpttiOn Of SuniUy. 

Why not give over to cjtch individual free fancy the 
things at which it can laugh, and even the hopes thiit all 
cannot entertain equally? Morality would be substantially 
.u ncr iry abandoning the bupport of an ephcmcral 
(anatiti&m in favour of dignified dependence upun mdia- 
puiaUe evidence. If wc would have principlc* which appeal 
10 the hearl, let us rccall ihoic which arc in the hcort of 
every wcll-organUcd man. Ixt us say : "In a work) of 
min^lcd pleasurcs and sadness the voention of man is to 
inercase the consciousness of joy, to stimulatc overflowing 
enetgy, and to combat, in all which feels, the principle of 
degradaliou and of sonowx," 



THE THIRl) FRAGMENT 



O» ROMANTIC UtFRKSSlOK AN» TltlC " RANZ 



VACNI 



" 



Ardcnt and florkl imaginations arc caplivated by the 
rom;tnr.'|iic; ihc ronjantic Bufficc« alonc to profound 
touU and vcritahlc scnstbility. Nature U füll of m:i. 
efleeta in simple places, but they are deitroyed by long 
eulture in old countrics above all on ihe plains, which 
axe made »ubjeet so casily and comulcttly to the will of 
man 

Such rotnaniii: clfccts are the toncs of n language which 




is not intelligiblc to all, and is indeed quile foreign in 
many countricr Wc ecaae rery »oon to undcratand thcm 
whcn wc no longer live in their midst, and jf.i this 
romontic harmony is the onc thing only which prcscrve* to 
our hearts the liucs of youth and the freshness of Life. 
Tili: sucicty man, cönscious no longer of cflcclt fffeii | 
too Ttniotc from his ways, ench bysaying: "What do tlwr 
matter to nie ? " Uis sute is siniilar to that ol sorne con- 
itilUtfMH which arc wom out by the deikcating fire of a 
slow and constant poison ; he discovers himself to bc old 
already in the pnme of his life, with the Springs of his 
relaxed, though he pieierves the outward semhlanee 
<>! a man. 

But all you, who are identifwd with him in the minds of 
the vulgär, merely because you live in simpheity and are 
possessed of genius, thotigh you do not lay claim to witj— 
or it may bc even because they observe thnt yon live, and, 
llke him, are aecustomed to eat and sleep — you, primitive 
mcn. scntlcred herc and there in tili» vain age, to preserve 
the traecs of natural (hingt, you recognise and under&iand 
our unuther in a languagc which is utterly unknown to the 
crowd, when the October sun rises clothed in mists over 
the ycllowing woods ; whcn a tiny strcamlct 8ows and 
(all 9 al moon&ei in a oicadow, ringed by ereca ; when, 
under the summer *ky, on a cloudlcss day, there sounds 
at a liitlc distance the voiee of a wonutn, in the eaily 
morning, aimdst the wall» and roofs of a great city. 

Picture a white and limpid surface of watcr, vast und yet 
circumscribed, its oblong and slightly cuived «hape strelch- 
mg towards the wintcr sunset. Elevated peales, mnjestie 
mountain-chains, enclose il on three sides. You arc Kflted 
on the slope of the mountain, altovc ihr aOfthcrn tn.ir 
the water, whereon thu waves wash und from which they ic- 
cede mccssantly, Thereare sheer rocks behind you, tismg 
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intothccloud-rejiuns. Nupiercing polar wind tucathescver 
On this happy thore. The mounuim open on your left, 
•i <|nict valley stretching hetween their depths; a tarront 
descenris fnim the snowy summils which encompaas it ; 
and wben the BCf&lM aun seems to lake up its place 
betwecn thosc (toten peak*, above the region of the 
nbtl ; when mounuin-voiees indicate the pl.iccs of Ihc 
ehAlcts, high over incadows which aic still steeped in 
darkness; ir is the awakenmg of a pnmeval land, it is a 
monument of our misconstrued d«tiniei I 

Hcre now arc the first nocturnal moments — timc of rest 
and of sublime sadne«. The valley is vaporouB ; it is 
beginn mg U> darken. It is night already on the southern 
sidc of the lake; the rocks which shut it in form & black 
l«lr nnder the frozen dorne which crowns them, but the 
ir.c of that dorne wem} still to rettin the daylighl. The last 
glcams gild the ehestnuts which flourish in abundance 
among the wild rocks; they glnnce in long &hafts under 
the high branches of the Alpine fir; they burnfeh the 
mouutain-sides ; they kindle the snowt; they intlamc ihc 
au, and the wavcless watcr, all hnlliant wjth the lisflit and 
merging into the sky, becomes infinite like that ttsclf, and 
purer still, morc ethereal, morc lieautiful. Its peacc 
amnirs, itfi fimpidlty deoeives, the aenal splendour which 
it Images seems to penetrate its depths, and uencath thosc 
mounuins, cut off as it would scem from the globe, and 
hanging in the atmosphere, you discover at your fect the 
v >:,1 »f heaven and all the vastness of the world It is n 
timc of enchantmtnt and nepenthe. The place of the sky 
and of the mountains, that which itsclf b$OT us up— All 
tbe*e a?e lost to us ; the level and the horixon, these arc 
alw» lost ; a cliange comes ovei the coneeptions of the 
inuid, unknown sensations are expcricnccd ; ymi have 
come lorth out of common lifc. And whrn the darl 
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of tat wasert, woea oejeets aad 

no k»fer ( waen tfce wiwes arc shmd 

«fad, laen tbc wcstcra end of che hkc 

bya ptragfaw;bataBwbicB 

cf Ibc dufcacti and tbc ufcnoc, a tbuu- 
70c, cbere « beaid tbc coaünooa* 
of thc ma, pwjaiag, jet aewa cewsing, vibraciag 
al cqaal internal opoa che saargaa, nahtag io inma^ the 
rockt, brakjag opoa tbe bank, aad manag to rcaoaad 
w*h prcJonjpd mummt ia the mviwhk abys*. 

It * m acut- bbtaaa ksi nawirfcrl «er stroagest 

of che rotzantk chanctcr ; it » «rare tau all 
in tbc Knat of bcariag that cxtnooüaary place» aad things 
are mnäc paips-hlr by a few touchc* aad in a fordete 
Seen» gwe nie to pereepeions whieh are swin 
aad immense, jet vagne ; thosc of sigbt aeen to coacern 
ih* Band auher than Ibc heart ; wo admtnr »hat is saan, 
bat wc (cd rather what is beaid. 'Ine ?wce of a befand 
woerun i» «täll morc ticauttful thin ber fei tu res . thc sooads 
whieh are peeaasu to auhaaac pUoca cuaa deeper aad 
morc lasting impressions than thrir form«. I do not know 
any |*ciurw of tbc Alps «hieb rcaJiscs tbcn so vituiiy aa 
a tiuly A&jaaa taatodf. 

That whieh is so tcirUatcd ander tbc ruroe of tbc 
Kam* dm vatAm docs not wiayly cscil« memoric» ; U may 
Httta l>: nid to paint. Rousseau asserts tlic oppositc, 
but I ihink htm mnukcn. Her« is noimaginary cueet ; 1 
know of two peoplc who, lurning over indcpendcntly thc 
anfnWiftf) of ihc Tmbkaux fi/tart*** dt im S«w», both 
1 xi lumcd at ih« nght of Grimst'l : "That is thc place in 
whieb to haar thc Kan* da vacht* I " Whcn rendered with 
justice ralbei üüuj with skill, whcn feit ttuly by him - 
playing it, ihr firM Mrains transport u» tu Am bägfa «aUcW, 
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hart] by nakcd rockft of rcddish giey, undci the cold sky 
and the buming tun. We .»c on the brow of roundcd 
summits covcicd with pastures ; the slow movement*, the 
*ccnic grandeur enthral üb; wc sce the pcaccablc progress 
,*>f rnwn, and the measured swaying of their great bell«, 
closc agninst the clouds, on ihc gently sloping expanse 
between the crest of the immovable granite racks and the 
granite dciritus of the »nowy ravines. The wind rnoan« 
tutterely among Urchcs far away ; there may \>c hrard thr 
roll Of the totrctil, hidden in the prccipicc* which it ha» 
hollowcd through centuries. To these isolated sound* 
5uoceed the aecentB of the cowherds, at onee rapid and 
heavy, the nomadic utternnce <i( .1 pleasurr Vhirh is rr- 
mored from gniety, of a iriimniain joy. The songs cense, 
tbv man loiters away ; the bell* have possed the larches ; 
nothing is now audible but the clattcr of falling pcbblcs 
and the fitful cra*h of treen which the torren! cames down 
in the vnllrys. The wind take* far nr DfttT rhesc Alpine 
nobes, and when it drowns them, all soems cold, motion- 
lesi and deud. The douiain of man is alone devoid of 
i.-ilmir. H< IHOM '»««> bVMtth hw low and aniplc roof, 
»hieided liom the »toi ms by heavy stoncs , wlicthci the *un 
is borning, the wind strong, or the thunder roüing at hu 
frei, he does not know. He takes the direction whcre he 
capects to find the cowb. Thcyirc therc. He call» them ; 
thry mimer and approach successivcly. He rctiuns at the 
aame slow pacc, laden with milk intended fot piain s that 
are unknown to hun. The cows pause and gnue ; therc is 
no longer any risible movement, therc arc no longcr mcn. 
The aii is cold, the wind has died with the light of eten- 
ing, therc remains only the glow of the agc-long snows 
and the fall of the waters which, with their tu vage ruaring, 
•cem to derpen the unchanginjt sUcnoc of the high pvaka 
and the glacicrt and the night. 

I 
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LETTER XXXIX 



Lyons, .V«v ii P 
Whatcver »peeies of attraecion criiU in tbc lcgion 
correcpondencra whfch Sind räch individual to hi» spccie* 
And tö thc univcrac, in ihc comprehcn*ivc a-ppral that i* 
madc to the youthful heart by a wholc crcarion op«n Ui hii 
cxpcriiucnt, by this unknown and fantistic eitcrnal woikl 
— all such chu m i* pallid, cvanetccnt, alrcady ranmbcd. 
Oflcred to thc activity of my own hcitig, thia eaathly scox 
has bceomc torren and nudr ; I searehcd i'or the lifo of 
the soul (herein, hm it hcld it not. 

Benealh the moiat diafery .md vajKirou* enchan' 
of inoming, I have »ecn Ihc volley gradually llluimnaicd 
amidst iU «hadows. Ho* bcautiful it was! I ha»« «ecsi 
it Chance and fadr; the cOOftUalfig dny-xtar pAt«cd Orcr 
■1, inflamtng and outwcarying it wlth Its Rlarc, Inavirg; 
ii parched, nged and painful in its stcrility. Thus is lifted 
lightly and thut diuipalcd the plcasant ftil uf vur days. 
1 heu: mc nu longcr thosc half-lijjhls, thoae «cret fcjttcca 
wbich it is 10 dclighttul to eiplorc. Therc are no tnurc 
dubiou» tranKparcnric* wbercon thc eye ean rest. All is 
jti*l and cxhatiating aa the Wind whkh flamra berteath 
thc sky of die Sahara; Ijctclt Ot* thii vt::.tment, all objeeta 
of lifo oiTcr, with rcpclleut realisin, the eiact and motu 
mechanum of tfacir nakcd skcleton. With continual, in- 
cvitablc. irrcfti&liblc motiona, they hurry mc away without 
intercaling nie, and disturh without aa*i*tinn mc tu 
live. 

Hrrc are so many jvarx durin;* which evil thrcatem, 
niipends, gatlieib and Kttlc* If itiiftforlunu at leart 
ihould not come to break thc unrancd weuincas, all lim 
mn»t needs fmrdi. 









Lyons, my 14 IVI). 
r ■&< in thc ralley Of the Saonc, !*hind Ihm long wall 
where we wandcrcd of old togcther, spcaking of Tinlan 
u we came out of childhood, when wc aspircd oficr 
happinew, wbcti wc thoughl to live. Again I contcm- 
platcd thtf iiv»:r flowinu past as in thosc fornicr days ; that 
sky of autumn, as tranquil, as bcautiful as in thosc (inics 
of which nothing rcmains. A arringc was approaching . I 
drcw asidc unconsciously and rontinued Walking, my eycs 
fiwd upon thc dry U'.ivuh which die wind hurricd ovcr thc 
dry grass and amidsi the duat of ihe road. Thc carriagc 
ninpjxil, and I ncOfBBcd Madame D. thaein, accom- 
pUÜod l>y her daughter of six ycars otd. I took a scat 
in the vehicle and aecompanied her to her country house, 
«hieb, howeter, I refused to enter. You arc awarc that 
Madame Dt is not yet twenty-five years of age, hut that 
fthe is peaily changed notwithstanding ; she speaks, how- 
rrvei, with thc samc simple and perfeet grace, and her eyes, 
if they arc moie sorrowful, arc not lest bcautiful in their 
exprewioa. Wc said nothtng of lici hmUunl, you will 
rcmroibcr that he ts her senior hy thirty y&ars, and hclong» 
to that class of financicr who is deeply versed in moncy- 
matters, bui n eipher in rverything eise. Unforlunotc 
woman 1 Herc is indeed a lifc lost; and yet fortune 
secined to promisc her such happines»! Was she MUUbl| 
in anything which deserves felicity, or should conslitute thc 
felicity of anothtr? Whal vivacity, what *oul were hcrsl 
What punty of mtention ! And yet all theae ans usclcu. 
1t h ncarly five ycars since I saw her. I returned in her 
carriagc to thc town, but al ig hl cd near tho Spot wliere wc 
had mcL, and rcinaunxl there tili a Ute bour. 
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\% I WM nlxMit lo rc-tnif-r Ihc houftc, »n old and fechte 
man, who secmcd to he overwhclmcd hy wretchedness, 
appraached and looked at me attentivcly ; hc spoke to me hy 
iuiiic, and entnsaled my as&istance. I failed lo iccogr.ts«. lum 
tot thc iiiomciit, hui w-is. jh::i:(iiiic *hci) I found that he 

was that identical third-form profcwor who was so pains- 
takim; and SO kind, T made somc inquiric* Ihis morning, 
hut know not wfccthcr I shall succeed in iracin^ htm to 
thc miserable gurret where hc is doubiless cnding his days. 
The poor fcllow will havc thought me unwüling to ac 
knowlcdge hiui. If I find him, he raust havc a dccenl 
rooii), and somc books to restore him to liia old ways. 
So placcd, ! think. hc will do very well. I know not what I 
may promise him on your part ; bcar in mind thnt herc is 
no question of temporary hei p, bot of all his remaining life. 
I shall du nothing tili 1 reeeive your Instructions. 

I verily bebevc that 1 lad spent ovci an hour deciding 
in which diiection I should take a short walk. Though 
thc place in question is further from my abode, ! seem ro 
'. A\r \.ci\ .1i.i«:i ihitfaH IJJ|MUIÜJ faf tisfl mreri o! KRM 

sadness in harmony wiih that which olnudy possessed me. 
I should have dcclared withoul hesitation that we Pttl 
slincd to meet no more. Indeed thc fum :c*olutiuti 
lad been taken, and yet. . . . Though obscured by dis- 
couragement, by time and even by thc diminution of my 
own eonfidence in affections tno delusivc OC friuMc. 
image is intimaicly connected with the sentiment of my 
l-xi StODGE and my duracion in the midst of exlemal things. 
I beheld her witlün me, but rather as thc iinj>cmh;iblc 
memory of a vanished dream, as those coneeptions of 
happincss the impression of which is cherished, though 
they are for an age like minc no longcr, 

For at length I am a grown man, whom distales havc 
matured. and thanks to my desliny I luve no other mastcr 
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th.m 'tu li, um of rcason which we rcccive, onc knows 

not why, Crom ihovc I am by no mcans undcr che yokc 
of thc passions ; desirc does not lead me astray, plcaaur« 
i» unlikely ti> corrupl nie. I liavc renouuccd »II thc»? 
futilitic* uf tttODg »uuU; I stall not I* so absurd äs to 
enjoy those romantic atiairs on which a rcvulsion follow», or 
to br thc dupc of a finc aenriment. I fccl compctcnr to bc- 
hold with indifferencc a dclightful prospect, a lovely *Uy, a 
virtuous action, a pathctic seene ; and did 1 think it worlh 
whilc, Like a man of thc best taste, I could com a yawn 
with imiles, divert myself though consumed by cnagrin*, 
and expire of wearincss with complctc scll-possession and 
sigrul dignity. 

During the first moment I feit astonished at rneeting 
her, and now t «m again astonished I «cause l do not See 
whexe It can lead. I:. there any reason, however, why it 
sbould lead anywhcrc f How many oecurrenoes axe there 
in Ihe course of thc world which arc either isolMrd orwith- 
out known muht? F m.uk«: lulle progieas in ehminatsng 
thc porticulftf instlnct which Keck» an outcome and con- 
«equence for oll things, and for thosc espccially which a 
Chance bring» about. I am iuv;in;il>ly anxiyus to (nid in 
them both tlic cfletl of a dcsign and au in&trumcnt of 
some neecssity. Therc is some amusement in this curious 
tendency; it has aflörried üb more than onc opportunily 
for a Iauj[h in common, nor docs it come inconvcnicntly 
at the present moment. 

Had 1 known of this mecting, it is ceztain that I thould 
not bave becn discovered in that direction. 1 think, never- 
Ihclcas, that I tliould have boen wrony. A dreamer should 
sec all, and a dre-amer los unfortunatrly nothing nf import- 
ance to fear. Is it necessary, furthermore, to avoid evety- 
thing which oonnects with the lifo of the soul and whatsoever 
makca known ita lowes? Would it indeed be poesible? A 




«34 



OBERMANN 



perf uine, 1 soaaad, »njo( bgfat wfl mal to ■ 
mne mmaaa Chat there tre otber tkngs in ktma 
An liyniim ud imI». A raotjgn of <k%hl o the 
hoit of ooe wfao b «o*o*un»te, tbc deep betaust« 
aaoeber ia enjoynaeßt, each aüJte mM admoraah me of 
w^ftenow conbanafiOs, thaff vtnnite aequenee, vnien ■ 
jjMUJi nooriafce* And »nee a Hn g*! trantsiares, of wbi« 
bealc* «re tbe matenals only, sei up by tSe eterml idea as 
che types of* some invtsiUe thing whxh it casU Bke dk* or 
conpvtcs like numbers. 

Afaaa opoo the banki of the Saor.c t said to myself : 
The eye U pul «nderstanding • Not oe»r? doea it, to to 
«peak, reeeive the infinite, bot seems eren to rrprodvoc iL 
It bebolda ihe entire worid, «hile thai which k refleeta, 
l il pteturcs, which it expressed U vistes still. A 
irace which dia»» all along with it, a fweet and pene- 
trating eloquence, an cxpresMon mors coms«r > hrncive than 
are the thinjfs expres-sed, the harrnony whleh consritutes 
the universal bond — all these are in the eye erf a woman. 
These and still morc «re in the boundteu voiee of her 
who fcels. In apeaking shc creatc% new form* and 
new pcrccptlon* ; *hc awakc* the soul fiom in lethargy; 
shc conduets and assumes it through the «hole domain 
of moral life. Whcn *hc *ing« it would seem lhat outward 

tfafngs beeome movcd and plasttc, that she forms them and 

ia like mariner er» ■.*•- nev. [w:ei;>Uurr,. N::Iur.iI ii(c i: nu 

longer ordinär y life ; all is romantic, animated, inebr iating. 
There, scated in repoic or engajerd on some other afTair, 
ahe tranaporu us and we are plunged with her*elf in the 
immense world ; our life is enlarged by this sublime and 
stately motion. At such timcu how frigid apprar thosc 
mm who Ml IfMHid by to many titflesl In what 
BOttÜBIMI they retain us, and how weamome it is to 
dwcll atnong such tumultuous yet »pccchlcsi beings ! 
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Rh! when all lUtllrUI, all aptituclcs, all triumpha and 
all ihc gift» of »ccideni have unitcd for thc shaptng of i 
»uperb countenance, an unblemished body, a con&ummatc 
iii.inncr, | noble »oul» * sensitive hcaxf, a capuciou» nnnd, 
one day is irufhcient for wearmes* and diseouragemcnt lo 
commencc the Annihilation of all in the void of 1 cloister, 
in the horror of a dc3igning marriage, in thc nullity of a 
fiutidious life- 

I propose to continuc seeing her ; Ahe no longer 
expects anything | wc shall do well togctli«. Shc will not 
Ix »urprised to find that I am devoured by wearine*», and 
I have no fear of adding anytlung to her own. Our Situa- 
tion i* defined, and so absolutcly that 1 shall not modify 
my o»n by visiting her when »he hos quitted the country. 

1 picturc alrvndy with what pleasant but jaded gnice she 
tecerres the socieiy whicli iries her, and with what impa- 
tience ihc loolu forward to thc morrow u( days devoied 
to pleacurc. 

Daily, with scarce an exceptinn, I discern for her the 
umc round of weafiness. Conccrts and soiree% all theae 
pastimes, are the toil of thc so-called happy one»; 
toIyw upon them» even as the tarc of the vine upon thc 
daily Labuum, and it m h'.ariei upon thetn than upon him. 
for theu toil doc» not carry it» comtolation, Ikm-ium.- it 
produces nothinft. 



LETTER XI.1 



Lyon», May 1 1 |VI). 

Fortune MriYe», one would lay, to replace thoac chain* 
on man which he has cast otT in ipite of fortune. What 
hai it prufited nie to leave werything in waji.li of a 
frecr li/e ? lf I luve »cen cxiexnal thiiigi ao far aa 



»3« 



OBI-RMANN 



rny nnturc permits me, it h« bcen only in pawng, wilhnut 
cnjoying them, and as if to multiply wilhin nie ihc im- 
pattenee to pOCMM them. 

The slave of sense I have in nowise been, and I am tbe 
more unforlunate. It* vanity cannot deeeive nie, but 
aftcr all, is not aomething requued to 611 lifc? Can exist- 
ence satisfy when it is empty ? If the life of the heart he 
<mly a turbulent void, is it not far better to relinquish il 
for a raore iranquil nothingness ? Intclligencc, as it seems 
to ine, is driven to scek for a rcsult; I wish to be 
in for med as to that of my own life ! I desirc some- 
thine, to enfolrl and absorb my hours; I cannot Cndurc TO 
feel them for ever surging so heavily nver me, lonely and 
slowly, withom desires, without illunions, without cnd. If 
my acquaintance witli lifo must Ix* limited to its miseries, 
ik it au »dranläge lo luve rvorivcd it, is it wisdom to 
contmue it ? 

You will not think that, incapablc of coping with the 
\)U of humanity, I darc not endure their fear, you know 
me heiter than thar. No miafnrtiinc* would tempt me to 
lay down lifc. The soul Ls aroused by Opposition to a 
prouder bearing; when we have to hattlc with j;reat 
sorrows, we return into our true selves, wc Ukc delight 
in our energy ; at least there is sometbing lo do. But 
the emhatrassQients, the weariness, the constiainls, the 
msipidity of lifc fatigue and diseoura^c me. The ardent 
man can nerve himself for suffering, since he has the pre- 
tension some day to enjoy, but what consideration can 
support htm who expects nothing? I am weary of leading 
so vain a life. Truly I mighl still exercise palicnee, but 
my days glideby with nothing of Utility accoinplishcd, and 
wholly without enjüymcnt, without hope, even as without 
peace. Do you believe that, fciven an unconqiieralile soul, 
all this could Ue pc-rpetuaied through tone, years? 
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I cinnot but think that there is also 1 rcason for ihmR* 
in the physical ordcr, and that necessity itsclf has a 
cuhcrcnt courvc, a kind vi cnd which can bc onticipatcd 
'■>y intelligente. I inquuc somctiincs wtiilher 1 nhaU U' 
brought by this conslraint which binds me to wcaiiness, 
thi» apathy frnm which I can ntvcr cmcrge, this ordcr of 
tlitnjp, ao null And so tflfitelcaa, from which I know not 
how to liberale mysclf ; whcrc all is dcficicnt, all dclnys, all 
tails ; whcrc cvery probabdity melU away ; whcrc effbrt ii 
turncd aaidc , whcrc eacfa «hange misearncs; whcre ap«C- 
tation 1« ever dcccived, even that of the nusfortune which 
is at least formative ; whcre, onc would say, that some hostile 
will endenvours to retain me in a condition of Suspension 

•:. I -.hrnlcli-:, in drroy mr 1 iy vaguc prospCCtl and cwtive 

hope*, in ordcr to consumc my entire span without having 
attained, produeed, or possessed anything, 

I review ihc dejeeting vista of the long ycars which 
havr hecn «quamlc-n-d. T obuerre how the futurr, always 
so alluring, changes and falls off os it approaches. Srm'tten 
with a breath of dcath at the funercal glcum of the present, 
itgtow« palhd fror» the very BOMBI (li;it wi.- Beck to enjoy 
it, and Stripping off the charms which masked it, and 
the illusion grown State already, it passes alonc, fonaken, 
dragging heavily its eahausied and ghnxtly IC Op tfl U if out* 
rogcd by the f.uiguc uccasioni:ii l>y the miserable bürden of 
its ever dragging cliain. Whcn I lorccaat this discnchaiitcd 
spacc, through which must bc drawn the rcrnnanls of my 
youthand my \\U\ wlim my thotights endeavour to forceast 
hefore the uniform deacent whcre all flows and ia lo*t, do 
you find anything that I can see to its ßnish, or aught that 
may hide from mc the abyta in which all Ands cnd ? 
Mu-.l I not uttlicr, weary am) tast down, aassured 100 fully 
of my incapacity, go in scarch at least of rcposc? Am) 
whcn an inevitable power «cighs mc down incessanüy. 
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how «hall I find ihm ropoftf unlc« I my*elf (p forth 
toit? 

An end aeeording to it» narurc there murt br to erery. 
Ihing. Sinei? my rrUiivc fttMcncf U eut cttt from the 
course of che world, why should I continue to vtgctntc 
fot still an indefinite period, uscle» to lhat world and a 
hM t« mytwlf ? Stall it be für the «tnpty inrtinet of 
going on f Kot mcic breath And progrts* towxrdi age ? 
To keep iwnkc bitterly when all repofes, and po in q 

.,f .!;jrkn,-'-; v. h. -1 "|ir rirMi i l.lfr ...iniin- T«. h'ivr i'"') 

a longing for di-iircs, to know cmly the «Ircam of existence? 
To rcmain mispLiccd, isolated in the seene of human 
afflictions, when no ono El happy through my in Strumen 
taliiy, when I have only a bare notion of tb« part of a 
man ? 1*o ding to a lo*t lifc, miserable slare whom Ute 
rejeets, who hugs only its shndow, greedy of existence, as 
if inte eaiMcncc remained to him, and willini; to continue 
niisCrably throu^li want of couragt- to cviav fryiu luflrrwg ? 

VVhat lo nie are the sophistu* ol a soft and nattering 
philosophy, rain disguise of a cowaidly mihnct, rain 
wisdom of patirnt* who perpet m 1 r the Bai whif-h thry 
have Ir-arnrd to hear so weil, It- nur slavcry l»y 

appenling to lomc foncied neecssity. 

Watt, they will sxy tu nie, inoral evil work» itvelf out by 
tot mere fftet of iu dsndoftj Rift, UM tfaaM V0 allct, 
and you will 1* uiUfied in ihc end, or \t they continue 
the strne, you will youncll* »uffer altcration. Ily makinR 
uae of tbc prewnt m it i», you will havo weakened lhat 
too ardent datirr fof I bester fnturc, aml hating I 
how lo codure lilc, tt wffl bOGOPN ■ l»oon to your 
Uanquil heart. — Paaaion cca»cs, low passe« out of m« ■ 
tnasfortiane retrtc^r* it*elf; for me, I luve no passiona, 
coaaplain nelther of lost nor mkfortune, of nothing which ca 
ceaac, tw.hint wfeica can be forgotun, noüiing «hich can 
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be retileved. A ncw paftrion alTords » diaUucho" Iiutn 
one that hai grown *ulc, bui wherc shatl I find a nourish- 
mrnt fnr my hcart whcn it ahall havc lost that thint which 
conaumea it? It dcsirc* all, it asks all, tt eoniains all. 
What can he put in place of that infinite which my thought 
dtmande? Rcgrets an? forgottcn, other hcnefits rrphcc 
thcni, l»ut what benefits can lull universal rcgrets f* AU 
that is proper to human nature belonys to myl»eing; it 
hns tought nouriahment conformed to ita natnre, and it 
hu cnpticd itietf lipon an impalpablc shadow. Know 
you of any hierin): which compcnsates for thc rcgret of a 
world ? U my wtx: is in the nothingness of my life, will 
timc soothe eviU which timc aggravatcs, and must 1 hope 
that they will ccok whcn it is by the vcry fact of thcir 
duration that ihc> are past bearing? — Wait, bcttcr timc- 
will percrumce bring about that which appean to he dcnled 
by your prcttcnt destiny. — Men of a ringle day, who 
*cbrrac and grow old in »chcming, who reaxon aboul a 
remole futurc whcn diath is at youi door, dicammg of 
consoling illusions anudst thc instability of thinos, do you 
ncvcr rcalüc thc rapidily of thcir counc ? Po you not 
«ee that >rmr life fall* utMp in thc aet of l*lancinfl 
and that thts vkWloda which suataina your dcccived hcart 
agitales only to extinguish it in a lost shock cloue at hau J ? 
Wert thc life of man pcrpctual, w«c it even longcr than it 
1 il it «nc uniform i«> it\ final hour, then hope mlghl 
seducc mc, and 1 should perchance await that which might 
tt kalt be pouiblc, But in there any permanrnce in life ? 
Can theday tocome miniatcr tothe needsof thc day tfaal 1. 
here, and that which is requisite now, will it be good to- 
morrow? Our heaxt suffere changes more rapidly than 
thc ycar with ih mmtj thcir Ticit»itudn are at leasi 
suhjeet to acertain constancy tlner they roCQT in the IOOM- 
aion of the ages. But our dayi, whirh know not any rencwnl, 




OBERMANN 



have no two houn alikc | their s«uon*, which are never 
restored, have euch its own nceds : if one have lost that 
which bclongs to it. it lux loM it just all rtjtrieving.and no 
olIn;r agc can po«c&s lhat which ha* not bccai atuitied by 
cur iifimc, — It is the prerogative of tbc madman to pretend 
to Jtrivc again*t nccCMity. Th. inft mir, ftOCtptt thing* 
as They are ofletod by destiny, he endeavour« only to ron- 
sidi-r them in those relations which can render them 
fortunatc for faim ; without disturbing hirns^lf to no pur- 
posc as to the way in which hc travels on ihis gtobe, he 
has learncd how to tnsure. at each tan-ying-placc which 
marlcs his course, at onee the advantages of the expedient 
and the security of repose; and wring that hc mint soon 
attain the lerm of his journey, he gOOl falUld w»thmil 
effbrt, goes astray even withoul anxiety. What would it 
[)i >fil hiin to wish foi -;,■■:•<;, to Rl bÜ&tstt a^imM UM 
fbree of the world, or scek to avoid shaekle* and in- 
cvitablc min? No individual can arrest the univewal 
course, and nuthing is vainer than to cry out againüt evils 
which inhere necessarily in oui ualurc. - Hut if all be of 
ncccssily, w!ut do you pretend to ofler in OppOlltSoD to all 
my wearmess? Why blaute it? Can I fecl dilfercnily? 
If, on the contrary, our particular destiny is in our handt, 
if man enn choosc and will, there muat yet remain for hin» 
thonc ol»stflclcs which hc cannot overcome, those miwrics 
which hc cannot aveit from hü lue; but all human cflbrl OD 
do no morc against tum than destroy him Uc alonc can 
\x made su!<jcct toal! *'.<> ■ r.-oivcd absolutely to live, but 
he who pretends to nothing can bc made subjeel tonothmg. 
You require that I *hould be resignedto unavoidablc evil* - 
I could also wißh it ; but when I consent to relinquish 
crerything, incvituble evils exist fot me no longer 

The many bteuings which remain to man even in the 
midrt of misfortune cannot deuiti nie. Blcssings aie worc 
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nuruervus iban evile ; that is Imc in the absolute sense, 
and still it is a stränge sclf-decepUon to reasun in this 
manner. A Single evil which wc cannot efiäcc destroys 
the efleet of twenty blessings which we appear to enjoy, 
and, in spitc of ihr assuTances of rcason, there are many 
crils, the OMiuiRcmcnt of which requirc9 time and toil, 
except indeed for the seetarian with a taint of tanaticism. 
Time, it is truc, dissipates thesc evils, and the resistance of 
the wUe man exhausts them still more quickly ; but they 
hate been so multiplied by the scdulous Imagination of 
<>t!i. r men that new evils will always he suhstituted before 
rm ; and accing thal blvsBings pnss away cqually with 
sufferings, if man ha» ten pleasures for every pain, but if 
one Single pain corrupts a hundrcd pleasurcs duiing all 
hu span, lifc will at leaM be indifferent and uscle» to him 
who hau rmrted with all hu illinion». The ill remains, 
the good ecaacfl ; by what «llurcmcnr, to what end shoiiM 
I go on enduring life? The upshot is lenown ; what 
worin» to be done ? The truly irreparable loss is that of 
the desire*. 

1 know Üiat a natural proclivity btnds man to hfc, but 
it is in some sensc an instinet of babit and in nowise 
prorc» that life i» good. The liring bring, by the fact of 
ii . rn: [i.:.t, must ding to exiatence; rcason nlnne can 
makc it &uc without terror upon the void. It i* renuu ■ 
that man, whosc rcason so much affects to despise instinet, 
aulliorise» (be rnost blind of all to juslify UM fffphklrt of 
rcason. 

!t wi/I be objeeted that habitual impatience connects 
with the impetuosity of the passion», and that the igcd 
cling [" lifi* in proporüon a» they are ealmcd and ttfanU 
raatvd by the ycats. I will not pause to ask «hell« 
rcason which is in course of extinetion is worth more thi 
that faculty in ils piime i whether eaeh cpocb hau n 
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Ii - a« *m &a£ Ihr tafac o* 

aar iW — j nry * am. taok«T 

kam - ivlrf 
Ii 10 

and I «eck to »et a 
a^c^ r oafca o dnoeiopaaad 
IahrfbeaoUacfioaaty: C*rh yot* 
n e eda , place joav afcc i w c u 
Wby «et* taat «beb ia mxk rnagte by 
i? Wby msiat oo tarnt witii wtuch roe» drtj*n*f *> 
caaäy ? Wby wiab Cor tudul thiogi ? Tberc are so many 
who ck> a*ot give tbcn a choagtM. Wby bemoan pubbe aaia- 
fortuncs? Do you Lnd that tbc) tjuturb lb< rteepc/aryoe* 
«bo U hairpy ? What profit tbeac rcuontnga of a uroof 
raind, this instand of thingt luUirac ? Ja lt impoasäbfe foc 
you 10 draaro of j*rfcdion without Awunuor. to kad m 
tu direction a crowd which laogh» &t \t, even amidst its 
iiiuamriKi and in order to enjoy your life, do you need a 
grand or limine rrotence, powwful cvrcumsUnccs, choawo 
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place*, mcn and ihtnga after your own hcnrt ? All is good 
for man provided that he cxists, and whcrcver it is possible 
for him to live, thcre he can live conlcntcd. Possesöed of 
fuir rcpute, some acquainiancc* who wish him well, * 
hOM and ihi; wlwrewithal lo Uke hi» stand in thc world, 
what morc docs he rcquire? — Anurcdly I havc nothing lo 
rcply to thcsc counsels from (hc mouth of a rnature man, 
and I hold that, a« a foct, ihcy arc exceüent for thosc who 
find li.cm such. 

Notwithsianding, 1 am calmcr now, and bcgin to weary 
eren of my impaüencc Sombre yet tranquü idcas bccome 
»iure familiär to De. I rccur wtllingly lo thosc who in 
thc motning of thcir lifc have found thcir ctcrnal night ; 
this thought offen mc reposc and connolation, it is thc 
Ol of Ihc sunvct. Hut why this nccd of thc darkncns ? 
Why ix thc liKhi uluomc to mc? 'i'hcy will know sonnt 
day, wbcn Chance »hall havc come for them, vhen 1 »hall 
be no morc 

Wht-n you will hc no morc! . . I)ö y<m runtcmplate 
a crime t 

If, wcaxy of thc evils of lifc, and disubueed above oll as 
to iu bcncliu, *uttpvndsd alicady wer UM uljys«, uiarltcd 
out for thc supreme moment, but restraincd by thc friend, 
accuseil by thc monlist, condemned by my country, hcld 
guilty in thc eyes of Ihc social man, 1 had perforce to 
makc antwer to his rcptoaclu*, h«c i* what, it seems to 
i '»■, ! tinj-ht IBBI — 

1 havc investigated and ascertaincd all; if I havc not 
actually cxpciicnced, I havc at lca»t forc-sern all Your 
«orrow i havc l ilighted my *oul ; they arc intolcrablc bocaust 
il«y arc pufposcleas. Your pkasurci arc illusorr, evan- 
escent ; a Single day sumee* to taue and rclinquUh thvm. I 
havc wught happine-ss withui uiyscJf, but, ajiail hum fojiati- 
cisoi. I havc K«n that it was not made for mere man ; I 
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luve apoketi of it \o thuMJ wbo «urryund im:, but they had 
no lciiurc Co coftsuia it. 1 luve asked the niullttuda 
branded by miscry and the pnvilcged claases oppiessed liy 
wrarim*** ; thry hm ttld '<"" " Wr vnfTrr to-day, but we 
stall enjoy to-mnrrow." For myself, I know that ihr day 
which approaches followi in the nme traek na the day 
wbii'h flies. Live you, whoro a felicitou* illusion can yet 
decvive; but I.outweaned witb that wlm »i mivJirect* hope, 
without initiative and almo« without de» Ire, lifc I 
longcr for mc. 1 judge of lifc Hkc the man going down 
into the tornb; let it ilu-rcforeopcn for mc. How should I 
retard ihe end when thu u, alrcady attamud ? Natur: 
üflers üluiions for our faitb and oui low ; it lifc* the veil only 
II tbe moment marked out for dcath. It ha» not raised it for 
you, and so live on ; it ha» raiaed it for mc, life is mine no 
morc. 

It may well be that man's truc good is his moral indepen- 
dence, and that bis miacries are only the consciousness of hia 
own weaknesa in so uwny »iluations; that all mthout hin 
i> as drvam, ;m<J that i-cace is in tlic hean inaccvsaible to 
tllusioni. But on what »hall disilluwonised thought xeyosc ? 
What ein bc performed in life when all that it contain» ha» 
l>ccomc indifferent ? When the pasaion of all thtngs, when 
the universal nced of strong souls, has consumed our hearts, 
the charm forsakes our undeoetved desires, and irreroediahlc 
wearinew i» born of the cold ashes. Funereal, onunuut, it 
absorl» all hope. MlgfH over rums, devours, extinguishes; 
by an invincible effort it hollows our grave, the a»yluin 
which fthall at least ensure rest by forgetfulnt« and call» 
in nothingnew. 

In the al«cncc of desires wliat is to bc donc with life? 
To go on vegetaung -.lupully ; to drag one's seif olong the 
minimale track of carcs and of busineis . to gnm:I im 
potently in the degradation of the Hart or the nullity of 
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the crowd ; to Chink, but whhout scrving the universal order ; 
to fce-I without being alive I Thuß, unfortunate pUyihing of 
an uncxjiLuncO dcMiny, man will abandon bis life lo the 
chanees of things and seasons. Thus, deceived by the 
Opposition of tri» inelinations, his raison, his laws, his 
nature, he humcs, with clastic stcp and füll of dflring, 
towards the scputehral night. The eye flaahing, yet rest- 
less in the rmdst of phantoms, the heart charged with 
sorrows, he secks and goes astray, he vegetttes and slceps. 

Hannony of the world, sublime dream I Moral end, 
social gratitude, laws, duties— words sacred among men ! 
I i-.innot brave you, *ave in the opinion of the misguided 
crowd. 

In truth, I abandon tome friends whom I shall afllict, my 
counüy Xo which I have so imperfcctly returned iU bcnefils, 
all thoie men whom I should serve ; herc are occasiona of 
regret, but not of remorse. Who, mOTC ihan ntyself, an 
rcalisc the toIuc of union, the authority of durics, the joy 
of wrvice ! I hoped to perforui some good — it wa* the 
most Halten ng, the niest unreaaomng o( my dteams. In 
the permanent uneertainty of an existence loi ever in 
disturbance, for crer precarious, cnslavcd, you all, blind 
and dnrite, follow the htaten track of the catablished Order, 
ihiiÄ ahandomng your lifc to your habits, and losing it with- 
out dimeulty. Just as you would lose a day. Cairicd away 
by this universal abcrration, I might also leave some benefitx 
in these paths of error ; but all such good, to all so eaay, 
will be performed by good men without mc. For *u» h 
therc are; may they flourish and, useful in some way, may 
they find thcmsclvcs happy I As for mc, in this ab?» of 
•vib, I »hall be in no acnsc eonsolcd, I conftM, if I do 
no morc. A Single unfortunatc ncar nie will bc fissuaged 
possibly, one hundred thousand will continue to sigh; and 
I, impotent in the midst of Them, Inftfl find crer attributed 
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ro thc nature ei (hsiga thc bitter fnnta cd buman rV*iat inr-, 
and, is thc verkable work of ncaesxiry, ihc pcroetoaöoo of 
Ihoac raiicrie» «herein I think that Idkora theaccidental 
capnee of j pcrfoctiUlity «hich » t.-ying irt band Ixt uw 
be coodeaancd screrely Ü 1 cdu*c tbe aaenftee o! a bappy 
KCc to thc Rcncra! weltar« ; bat when, frted so fc« osefcss, I 
fcnrokr a rtpoac too loa* afctady awaited, I rtptMt thai ! 
aaay confeu inj regfett, hm not eaj frmnrv. 

Cnckr thc bürden of an evanescc&t mifonane, having 
regasd to flbc variabfity of io»pcewkjca and events, doubt- 
lesa I ooght to eapoct morc attapkaoaa day»- But thc 
eril wfakJi weighs down my years äs not an ewoesceni eiil. 
Who «ball fill Ihi» void through wbieh tbey low so tardily ? 
Who »ball eotorc denn» CO my !o*v and oonßdcoc« to ooy 
will > Tbc good itself 1 find oteksa ; would that men 
b enceforth m*ght hiirc only evib to deplore ! Duhng bours 
of tempert hope austains and Krres strenglh againat thc 
daagrr, bonauie that ends, but \i thc timc of ealm wearv^ 
you, tbr what then will you hope? If ihore can bc nny 
good in the tnorrow I will await it güdly, but tf such bc 
my dctimy that u> rnoriow, üicapaUc of amtdioration, may 
poasibly be still oicuc banefut, I will not txhoM inccalaimt) 
of that day. 

s,, I*P°*injt it 10 be really my tluty lo Im- out lt. 

has becn giien mc, douUIess I ihould jaihcr 
«irength a^inst iu miscries; swift Urne will boar them 
•pavdily away. Howsotver Iturdened our day», they rc- 
main Uarabk because they are limited. Death ai 
are in my power. I do not cling to thc onc, and in no- 
scnie do I covet thc other, but let reason decitJc whi \\v r T 
have thc right to eboose between them. 

It is a etnne I am tuld, to forsakc lue. liut those 
tarne sophists who forbid me death expoec or hurry mc 
thereto. Thetr innovatinns mulrir.ly if alxmt mc, Eblll 
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precept» leid nie up to it, or their laws prescribe it (or wc 
It is a glory to renounce lifc wben it is good, a jurticc to 
tlay him who would keep alive ; and that 1W1I: whirh 
fthfliilri hc sought when it is dreaded it would bc 
crime to embraec wben it is desired ! You make sport 
of my cxistcncc und« a hundred speeivuö ur ridiculuua 
prf texte; I alonv have no rights over mysclf! Whcu J 
lovc lifc, I BnM difcdain it ; when I am happy, you send 
mc forth to die; but if" I wish for dcath, it is then that you 
forbid mc that refuge ; you imposc life upon mc when 1 
abhor it ! 

If I cannot takc away my lifc, I cannot also exposc 
mysclf to a probable death. Is tuis the prudence which 
you exaet frora your »ubjeets? On the ficW of baulc 
tlicy muat calcuUite the chanecs before marching up to the 
enemy, and all your heroes Are criminals. They arc not 
juatified by the order whlch you give to them, for you have 
no riglit to send them forth to their death, if they, on their 
jiart, lind no right of consent to go there. An »Ic-atmu! 
madness authoriscs yuut extravagances and dietates your 
preeepts, and so rauch inconsequenee is to justii'y so much 
injustice ! 

K T harr no auch riftht cd diMth ovor mysclf, who-feAS 
given it to tociety ? Have I cedcd what I <!o not possc« ? 
Wlut social principlc do you devisc by »hich it can l>c 
exptained to rac how a body acquircs an interna] and 
redprocal power whlch U not po»t**»cd by it» member», 
and how 1 have delcgated for my own oppresaion a prero- 
^pative which was not mine even for cscape from oppnes- 
*i.-m» Will it 1* affirmed that if man in ixolation do« 
have lins natural privtlege, hc ahenates it by becoming 
a member of tocietyl But such right is inalicnablc by 
its nature, and no one can entcr into a compact which 
deprivt* hin of all power of withdrawal when it is used 
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to bis prejudice. By others betöre me it has bwn demon- 
strated that man has no title to renounce his freedom, or, 
in other words, to ceasc from betng man | how then should 
he waive the most cssential, most sure, most irresiBtible 
right of that freedöm, the onc alonc which guarnntecs hi* 
independence and reniains alwayn wilh hin) acamst mi&- 
fortunc? How long will absurditics so palpable continuc 
to cnslave men ? 

U it could bc a crime to rclinquish lifc, it i* you tha! I 
should aecuse, you whose haleful mnovations have led me 
to wish for death, which, indcpcndcntly of you, I öhould 
have slavcd off; that death, the universal lue* which nulhing 
repairs, even that mournful and Last iclugc which you dare 
to forbid mc, as \( you had some hold over my final hour, ai 
\( therc also the for ms Qf your lcgislation could restriet 
rights lying outside rhe world which it governs. Opprcss 
my lifc, law is frcquently also the stTongest right, but 
death U the limit which I scek to oppose lo your power. 
Elsewhere you may cornmand; as to Ihis you must shu-w 
your proof. 

Teil me clearly, without your hnbitual circiimloculion, 
without that vain cloquence of words which cannot deeeive 
ine, without those great mis Interpret cd names of foicc, 
virtue, eternal order, moral destiny — teil me simply 
whethei the laws of socio ty are made for the actual and 
vittible world, or for a fulure eristence which is remote ? 
U they HC made for the actual world, toll me how the 
laws which are relative to a given order of things enn 
impose an Obligation when such order exists no lo 
how that whirh gnvrrns lifo ran ohtain beyond il ; how 
(hji fatrfOQi in confornnty wilh which we have determincd 
our reUtions, can subsist when those relations have ended ; 
and how it is posriblc that 1 could ever have consented 
that out rnnventions should bind nie when I no longrr 
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wi&bed ii. Waat u tbe foandatkm, id mt uy ntbrr. 
tbe prctoß of your kvi ? Hatc ihey noc pt omiatd thc 
happincaa of aB> When I wfeh for dcash, to All apcear- 
anoe t do doC faxl mjnetf happy. Shouki thc oontnct 
which b müVau mc bc Lnrrocabfc? An o nervo* eogafc- 
ment a* to pajttcolu coaccros of We may find *: icaat 
iU cotnpcn&auocia, and sacrifice can be made ol an advaa- 
Ugc when thc power of posscssing othcre rcmains to us | 
but can total abaegalion entcr into tho conccptioa of a 
man who presem* any notion of nght and trutn ? Evcry 
society is boscd on a cotnbinalion of powere, an eaxhangc 
of scirioca ; bat whcn I do haim to socicty does lt not 
rciuae to proiect mt? U, thcrcforc, it doc* nothin£ for 
mc, er does Indecd rauch against mc, I also hare thc ri^ht 
to refusc it my serricc. Our compact no longer suits it. 
thcrcforc it break» it ; our compact suita mc no longtr, I 
break it also. I do not icbcl, 1 k° i<>tili. 

It is a final effort of your jealous tyranny. Too 
many rictim» cacape you ; too many cvidcnccs of public 
mi*cry ri%c »p n^ftintt thc vmn naiso of your promisc*. 
and display your astutc codes in thcir harren n/iVe<Jne*s 
and theii bankrupt ineptitude. I was too simple whcn I 
fcpoki' to you of justice! I noliccd thc pityirtg imile In 
yuur jürcnul hUiilc. It au u red nie tliat force and intcrests 
tead men. You have so ordered it. Well ihcn, how »hall 
your law bc ma'mtaincd ? Who shall avenge its infraclion ? 
Shall it afTcct Mm who U no morc? Shall it Visit a 
pitkbfa efl'ort on thoic who belong to tum ? Oh uaclcai 
madness! Mulüpty oui nnscrics, that is nectssary for thc 
great thingi which you plan, oeecssary for thc quality of 
glory whkh you tock ; cnslavc, lormcnt, but ha»c at Icaat an 
end ; bc iniquttous and coldly atrocious, but at least he not 
these in vain. What a mockery is that law of servitude 
wlüch is oeäther obeyed nor vindicated t 
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kecp it as I choosc. Sincc u hos givcn me ihn faoilty of 
willing and of choosing, I make usc of it in a oase where I 
luve tg Uccide betwecu the $;reatest of in terato, nur do 1 
undcisund that the usc of the liberty rcccivcü iioui her to 
make choiee of (hat which she inipire*. is to ofler outragc 
thereto. Beingmy*clf tbework of Nature, 1 tnterrogatcbrr 
law«, und ihcrc I fad my freedom. Placed in the sorial 
onlcr, I make answer to the false preoepts of moralists, and 
I rejeet the laws which no lcgislator has the right to enact. 

Ai to all which it not interdicted by a tuperior and 
evident law, my law i» my dc&uc, because it ia the sujn of 
a natural Impulse; it t* my right by the mere fact that it 
is my desire. Life is no boon for me if, disillusioniscd as to its 
bleasing», I havr only it* cvils ; it is ihcn my Iküü. I set it 
i .; i'- ; h U the riftht of that hem^ who choosc* and will*. 

If I make hold to judge where most hesitatc, it is by 
deep conviction ; my derision may conform to my needs, 
but is prompted by no partiatitjr; I may bc misMken, but 
will affirm thai I am not gullty, not seeinp, how I eould 
well \k so. 



My dc*iun wa» to axccrlain what MI 01*» to nie. I du 
not tay wlut I nhali du. 1 luve ncither dop.nr nor pa 
enough for my security to be assured that the useless 
bürden ean 1* cast ofT when it weighs me down too murh. 
■ Im life f:i[ij.;uci] im:; (nun day 10 dil) 

«cast* my wcarincss ; ycl I am not in any sense exasperated. 
1 also djscovcr some anlipathy to the utter lossof my being. 
Wcre it ntcosary to choosc »l Onee wlictlicr I »hould bunt 
all boniH or rernain in them irrevocably fot forty ycars, I 
KhotiUl not, I thina, hm täte long; but 1 am the teas in 
haste, hcciusc in a few month*. my po4sibilitics will be 
the samc, and the Alps alone Hl tuited to the mode in 
which I ihuuld wah U» fnnl catinctlon. 
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Front bepnning to «nd I bare read and re>ft*d your 
Icttn »vvcral tiittcs ; it 13 Um* outcume of too kcen an 
interest. 1 rcspcct thc fncmiiy Gm&m which misleads you, 
and I will admit that I *u not altogcthcr »o alune u I 
iricd to make out. Vnu cxhibtt mort laudable mouve» in 
an ingcnious manncr ; liut belu-ve me, that though much 
ruay be urgcd to thc im|>assiimed nun who tu impencd by 
dctpair. tbere it not onc word of weicht forthcominR in 
rtply to tbc irsnijuil man who reasons on bis dcath. 

It 11 not ttutt I Iure come to any docuion. Wcari- 
ness OTcrwhelms mc. loathing crusbes me. I know that 
all this evil 15 within mc. Why cannot I rest content wiih 
carinj; ind »lorpinf* ? Kor in thc end I at and I slecp, 
nor t« tht hfc IfUcb 1 du« un cxceedingly miserable. 
Takcn ftcpaiatcly, my days aie bc&rablc-, bui tbrir tum 
overwhelms mc. Acfmty in .iccordancc with bis uatuic 1» 
necevsary to thc o-njp»nticd bring. Will it satisfy him that 
bc is propcrly sheltercd, ls warmly »nd softly bedded, is 
nourished on choiee fruits, stayed ahout by thc voiee of 
waters and the fragrance of flowers? Ah, hnt yc. hold 
bimcaptivel Thi* NftOMI «UHWUl him, these csseneca 
importunc Imn, these cho* ti a&MDtl do not noumh him! 
Take back your gifts and your chain«; Icl him act.lethim 
IB0K even [ Ict him act, for thw 15 to enjoy ind to live. 

Apithy notwithaianding has hecome my stcond naturc 
The very notion ut an aelive hie would utrm 10 territy or 
aatonish me, Things that are cucuu^cnln-tl icpcl nie, and 
yet iheir habit clcavcs to me; thtngs that tun sublime 
alluit: mc, but my indolence dreads them. I know not 
that whieb T am, that which I loTe or drtirc. I bemoan 
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mysclf wuh no cause, desire having no ohjeet, and dis- 
cern nothing esxcpt that I am oui of my truc* place. 

Tina prerogative which muri cannot forfeil, tili* «rivilcgc 
of üeteJtig lo bo, I rcüccl upon iL, not iu the objeet of an 
invariable longing, not as that of an irTcpcalablc resolve, 
but as the consolaüon which reraain» arnidst prolnngrd 
tribuiation«, u the limit, within rcach alwaya, of dlsguat 
and importuntty. 

You remmd tue of the concluding tentenoe in one of 
Lord Edwaid's leiten. I find no cvidcncc agamxt ine 
t herein, As to tbe principlc itsclf, I am of the ume way 
of thinking, but the law adimtting no eseeption which 
forbids us to lay down life voluntarily would not apjxar 
to follow frora it 

The morality of nun and Ui «nthuuiaani, the rcstlcss- 
ncss of his aims, bis inbciem need of cxuaxuum, »cem to 
proclaim that his end w not in Meeting thing«; that hi* 
U hvity i* MM rrmfinrd to ihc: ahadows which we »et; that 
hii thought haa neeeaaary and ctcmal coneepts for its 
ohjeets ; that his call is to labour for the amelioration or 
reparation of the world; that his de&tiny is in sumc sort 
to «Uborate, to taieiy, to orgamsc, to impart matt energy 
to matter, moic power to caistcnccs, more perfection to 
organs, more fecundiiy to germs, more dircetnesi to the 
analogics of thing% more vmpirc to ordor. 

Somc conaider htm to hc the agent of Naturc, rmploycd 
by her to complcte and poluh her work, to sei in opera- 
lion so much of brüte matter as i« accessible to him , to 
subjeet formka» compoütes lo the laws of harmon 
purlfy mcUls, to improve plant«, to decompoac or com- 
binc Clements, to ehange gross into rcfincd luNstanoes and 
inert into active matter, to draw Ichs advinced beings nearer 
to huuaclf. anU to rauc and advancc huusclf tuwards the 
untrem! principlc of fire, iight, order ind haimony. 
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On (hii hypothcBis, man who b hcW worthy of so 
niagmlieeni a ministry, conquvror of olatacks and Jcath- 
ings, shouid ftMuicdly NUfB *t Hm poat to tnc lait oomvnt. 
I rwpect such constancy, but that u is bis post i* not deinen - 
stratcd to my nmwl If man MTltM RppBRBt deatfa.whr, 
I rcpcat it, is hlseatrlii&hw Maiion rathcr an carth than in 
tbe sUte or place of bis origin ? If, on thc othcr band, 
dcuth is thc unqueslionable terra of his cxistcnoc, witfa 
whai «4M b* be charged, unlc&s indoed it ii »ith some 
social amcliOnttion? 11c has hii dutiea, but, nccrtsarily 
limited to thc prcscnt life, they can neiiher bind him 
beyond nor makc it binding that he shouid rcmain in 
hond. Tn thc social orrlrr rM will hc expttetcd to main- 
mii tili: onlrf ■ .i:nn!:.t inen he niust seive mcn. Ini£ut»tt- 
ably, thc virtuous person will not fbrcgo Ufc so long as hc 
can Ix »crviceablc thcicin ; for him servier and happmess 
are IJIMHJJlUOUa. If he tuffers, but at the same time is 
cncctln# «iitftfnnti.nl gond, hc is rather MiiitVd i'.fln ihr 
reverse. But when thc evil which hc undergoes ia gi 
than thc good which hc pertorms, it must be open to him 
to relinquish all ; he ought indeed to do so when hc is 
.ti uiicr :■ all •; |Dd uiiti .rtnK.iiv , eOBld I» I -- IflMBtd \'-:>'. 
in botb respecu, there will Ijc no improvement m hl 
Life hai been conferred on him apart from consent of bis | 
if %till foreed to conserve it, what liljerty would remain to 
him? Hi ran nlicnat- >thcr rijjhla, but ihia is imju 

lili: ; (li:jiri\nl of :.ucll 1 labt rcfugc, his dcpCndcitCC 
i / i .htful. To sulTer rauch in urder to be a Httle u&cful 
is a virtuc which an be inculcated in lifc, bvt not a duty 
«häch can bc topONd on those who withdraw from ii 
So long as you use things, it is an obligatory Tirtue 

such condttions that you \- ■> ■■. ■■. :hr f*r..rdom of thc 

cVty; but when you letiouncc thc contract, Uiat contract 

lo bind you. What, fuither, is to bc underttood 
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by bcing uscful, whcn it 13 said that cach one of us can bc 
to? The shocraakcr who is good at his work saves incon 
rwnience lo bis cu»ioiner6, yel I doubl whcthtr such * 

*mao, if pcculurly unfuttunate, is in cünscicnce obhged 
lo go on tili hc is 6truck down by paralysis, simply lo 
muHiply satiBfactory rncasurcmenfs of thc foot. Whcn 
thU is thc qunlity of our uscfulness, we may well bc per- 
mitted to ccasc from taercising it. A man frcqucntly 
crokes admiration by thc way hc Mipporü iifc, but this 
is not lo tfty that hc »hall alway» bc conipcllcd to en- 
dure iL 

Hcre, as il «cmn to mc, an many word* about n very 
»implc roatt«r. Vct, simple as 1 find it, do not deem that 
1 am ttubborn over thc quej-tion, or asenbe morc impor- 
tance to thc voluntary IC* which put» a period to life lhan 
to any oiher deed of that life. I do not see that to die 
can \>c to great a matt«; so many mrn prriih »ifh no 
timc to thlnk about it, or even to know It ! A voluntary 
death must be deliberate, no doubl, but this is truc of 
all activus which are not limited in their conscqucnces 
tu thc prnsent uiohkhI 

Whcn a Situation becomes probable, observe also wliat 
it may exaet fmm Bft I» El well to harc thought of it 
beforrhand, in order not to bc compclled in thc alternative 
to act without having deÜbciaicd ut u> In«: m iIHiUt.i- 
tions tbc opportunity of action. A mau who, with no pre- 
teribed prinapltv f"t hi» ^uidance, find» himsclf alonc with 
a vornan docs not hcgi» reasontng about hi» dutic»; he 
begins hy failinc; as regards his most sacred engagement- 
he may think about them powibly latcr on. In liuc 
manncr, how many heroie aettons would hftve missed 
accompli lunviit lud »t tuen nccdful, beforv risking life, 
to spend an hour in their discimion E 

Onee morc, remember that I have made no resolve, but 
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1 likc to bcnr in minrl that a resourt* infallible in itt 
natura, and the rememhrance 01* whioh may oftcn ahatc 
iuy itupatiencc, ia not intcrdictoi mc 
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Lyons, *V«/ jo{V1). 
La Bi uyere has remarked : " I should not think U a hate- 

ful Situation if my füll tmst eommitted meto a rcasonable 
pcrson to be governed by h:m in all things, both abeo- 
Uit'-fy and for cvcr. I should be assurcd of doing well 
without the anxiety of delibcration, I should enjoy the 
tianquülity of hin» wbo is ruled by feaaon." 

For myself, I assure you that 1 would become a slave 
willi a view to mdcpendcncc, bul I »ay thia to you only. 
1 know not whether you will t«-rm thla a drallcry. A man 
entrusted with a certain part in the wortd, who can r.hapc 
things to his will, has undoubtedly morc fretdom tban a 
»luve, oi there is niote ntJlftCtJOO At Icaitl in Ihm lifcj, sine« 
hc can follow it alter hi* own manner. Hut tlicic arc 
others who are trammellcd on all sides. If tbey attempt 
a linglc movement, the im.-xtrirablc cbain whiefa enfolds 
them drnws them hack into nulllty; it U a spring vhSeJl 
reacts in proportion to the power wilh which it is puUctf. 
What can you eapect of the victim who is thu* erabar- 
nu&ed ? Despite his apparent hberty, hc can ptoduoc, 
outside the aeuof his life, no more than a man whose hfe 
U wasted in a dungeon. Those who have chaneed upon 
a weak corner of their cagc, where fate has forgotien to 
nvt.-t the botai laking credit for this fortunate aeeident, 
OOBM für waid and cry to you : Courage I Enterprise 
ii needed, boldness wanted; do like US. — Thcy fail to 
pereeive that it is scarcely thcy who have acted. I do not 
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mein that chancc bring* about human afTairs, but I ihink 
that thesc are ovcrrulcd, it leaat in pari, hy a power alien 
to man, and thai a concurrcnrc indcpendcm of our will 
» eacntul to succcss. 

Were therc no moral forco which modin« what w« terra 
; fbabüitics of chance, Ibe courae of ihe wurld wi>uM 
bc in a much gr calci aUtc of unccitamiy. A calculation 
would change more frequently Üie fortunea of a pcoplc; 
> vi-ry destiny would bc snbjcct lo some obseure computa- 
tion; ihe world would bc the opposite of what it i* ; therc 
would bc an end to laws because ihey would bc dcroid of 
conaequeocc. Who docs not rccognise that all thii ia 
impoaaible? It would involvc a contradiction ; good men 
would bc fixe to fulfil their projccls I 

If liiere bc no gcneral force which impcls alt thinga, whnt 
»tränke foacination prevents men from peroriving that in 
order to hate Roman candlca, elastic cravala and baptiimal 
rnmnts, they ha*c so diapoaed cvt-rylhing Uut onc fault or 
one occurrcnce can brand and cormpt a man'* entire exiat» 
ence? Becauac a woman ha» forgotten the future fbr a 
fcw momenta, nothing in that future remain* to her but 
niuc moiHh» of bitter solicitude and a lifo of acorn. The 
odiou» »CjtUrrliiain •* I killcd hia victim tu-morrow 

porta with bis health for ever by forgetting in hi* turn. 
And you do not *ec that auch a condltion of thinga, whcre 
a »änglr inciilcnt wrecVa a moral lifc or a Ringle rapnre 
annihilatea a thouaand men, all ih.it which you texm the 
tocia] cdiüce. ia but a congerics of masked niiacric* and 
illuaory error*, a*d that you ant cocnparablc to thoae 
children who helieve that their playthinga are preciou» 
becauac ihey are covered with gold paper. You N 
tranquilly: "Such is the way of the wotld." Thcrc Ia no 
m, and u it QOt proof poaiiivc that w< are nothing 
che ta tbc umverae ihm antic ngurea which a juggler dancea, 
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manvhala onc ajpiinst anothcr, und band)« al»out m all 
irunnctx, cunipvlv them 10 lau^h, tu «''U 1 ' 1 . 60 "0«9i t» ikip, 
and all to amuse— whom ? In tiuth, I know not Hut 
thal ix why I could wish to bc a *kvc ; my will would i hm 
hfl in »ubjecüon, l>tat my thoufhi ffOC. On ihr einer hand, in 
thit my prctcndcd mdcpcndcncc, I must act in accordanoc 
«ith my thought. I am unable to do so all the aanae» nur do 
I dcuily undmUnd thu hindrauicc ; iC Mlow» thal my irfaoli 
natufc is m boudage without kaving the will to sufler. 

I do not altogethcr know what I want. Happy is ho who 
«eck* only to nick to his business ; hc can sei his objeet 
before him. I am deeply conscious that no grvat thmg, 
not one of oll the things which are posable to man and are 
conccivcd a*» sublim*; in Ins ihoughl, i& beyond the reach of 
my naturc, and yet I feel equally thal my n»J u nusstng, 
my lifc squandered and made harren ; alrcady it is smitten 
wiih death ; its emotion is no less vain than immoderatc ; 
powerful, it is yet unproduetive, idle, and eagvr amidst the 
lianquil and etcrnal imluMry of all thal Uves. 1 do not 
know what to will, and hence 1 must will all things, for 
in finc I can find no repose when I am con?urncd with 
deaircs ; I can pause at nothing in the void. t long to 
hc happy ! But what man has the right to exaet happinesi 
on an earlh where well-nigh all things are exhausted in the 
»ulv attcinpt to lcssen tbeir mUeries. 

II the peace of fclicity bc deincd me, I must have I hc 
acliviiy of a strong hfe. Truly, I have no destre to ränge 
Crom grade to grade, to assume a place in society, to Hatc 
superiors, who are confessedly such, so that I may in 
have inferiore to dcspiee. Thcrc iß nothing so burlesqi 
äs tliis hierarchy of scorn, dc&cemling in propurliuns sn 
cxactly shaded, and including the whole State, from the 
prince under the obedience of God above, accoiding to his 
claim, to the poore*t shocblack in the suburb under the 
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obcdiencc of the fcmale who nightly lodges hirn on squaliO 
straw. Tbc Steward ecarcvly presurtu» to walk m thc 
ruastei's Chamber, bill 00 sooncr in hc UacL in In* Jcitchcn, 
than hc is lord of all. Thc scullion who trembles at bis 
B yoo might consider to bc the Uit of mankind. Ry no 
mcans ; he Order* aternly the poor woman who removes thc 
refuse and ohrnlns a fcw penre by his patronagc. The valet 
who hau charge of messages is a confidential proon, and gives 
commission* of his own to the undcr-valet who, by icason of 
a lea« prtttntablc figurc, is rclegatcd to cosrscr worfc, whüc 
thc mendicant who knows his huslness crushes with all his 
skill thc fcllow-beggar who is not blcsscd with an ulrrr. 

Hconly hU ütfld nil!y *boee whole life ha?> hecn passed 
in ili.il jHisiticiri whuli v- proper to hin cliaractcr, or he 
wbose genius embraecs ruany objccU, who is Ukcn by his 
dettiny into all powible Situation», and in each i* ac- 
ted wirh wh.it thc Situation ealb for. In the bour of 
danger, he U Morgan ; as a pcnplc'-i leartcr, he is Lycurgus • 
auiong »vages, he is Odosi ; with the Grecks, AIcibiades ; 
in thc crcduluu» Hast, hc i* 2ftHfaHtn , hc Jives in rclrcat 
likc riuloclcs , bc rulck likc Trajan - in a savagc und he 
innures himsclf for timc» to come, he vanquishes the 
croeodilei, swim» rJrttS, Mint* the wild ennr arnom; the 

ftotm rodv, Igfau bb p4pi vtä tbc Im of i rokiBOi 

dcfctioy» thc polar bcar in the vicinity of bis retreat, 
piercing hira with thc shafts which his own hand has 
ruade. But man has so brief a ipan for lifc, and the 
Ion of ihat which hc Icavrs behind him is so füll of 
unceruinties' Werc his heart less eagcr, perbaps his 
remson would counscl him to live merely withoiit «miTcrings, 
dUMflg »ome happincM about htm among a fcw fnends 
worthy to enjoy it witbout disfiguhng his work. 

1t is said tbat wise men, by bring indcpendently of the 
pftttioos, lirc wiihout impatitnee, and as they retard all 




thingi with the samc eye, they lind in rhnr qo ktt dft the 
pcic< and ibe dignity of bang. But gTC*i otataclc* arc 
frea.uently set up agamitt Ebb tramiuil indirTcrence. To 
•eeept the present as it oilcrs, and t-> dcspixc Ibi hope u 
well as the fear« of the futurc, there is onJy onc method at 
once sure, easy and simple, and thai i* to disoiiss from 
ontrt notiona lhat futurc, the thnught of which ii always 
anxioufc betau«* it is always dubious. 

To L»c Iiec from fear« and desirc* all must be abandoned 
to the event, as if to a specic& of neeewity, for vnjuymcnt 
or for suffering as it cornes, and to makc usc no let» peace- 
ahly of the actual moment if the hour which followi u 
should bring death in ils train. A steadfast soul, habitu- 
ated to high consideralions, may aiuin UM ::nlin*erencc Of? 
the wise as to all which restless or predisposed persoos 
term misfortunes or bleMings, but when it is necessary to 
ponder over Uns futurc how can onc be othet than anxiou» ? 
If it bc indispensable to arrange everything, to projeet, 
to guidc, how can solicitude bc avoided? Accidfljta, 
lnndranc.es, sucecss iUelf must be foreveen, but to foresee 
i& to fear or lo hope concvrmn^ thciu, To act Tmwns (o 
will, and to will i» to be depcndent. The great evil U to 
be eompclled to act freely. The slave has far more oppor- 
tunity for being truly untrammclled. His duties are 
personal only ; hc is led by Naturc's law, the law which 
U natural to man and is therefore smiplc Hc is indceit 
subjeet to bis master, but the rule as to tbis is clcm. 
Epictetus was bappier than Marcus Aurelius. The slavc if 
eaempt from anxietiea whtch arc rcscrvcl (or tliow who arc 
free; the *Iave is not mccssantly compellcd to harmomsc 
himsclf with the eourse of outward things, a harmony which 
is always uneertain and disquicting, the uneewing difficulty 
of all human lifc which seeks to rational«« tliat lifc It is 
assurcdly a necessity to thmk of the futorc, to bc conccrncd 
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with it, lad tu Ml our affeclions ihctetn when we urc 
responsable foi thc destiny of others. Indiffciencc in 
such ■ cwc is no longcr pcrmissiblc ; and whcre is the 
nun, even if apparently isolatcd» who cannot do good to 
'hing and i* crinwjue-ntly dispensed from the search 
öfter the mcana of doing so ? Where iß hc whosc ncglect 
will nevcr involvc othcr erik than tüs own ? 

Thc sage oj Epicurus mu*t have ncithci Vik neu child, 
and eren this is insufficient. YVhcncvcr thc inte res t» of 
another axe dependent on our prudence, small rarer, and 
anxicties inust alloy our peaec, dibturb our soul and even 
frco,ucntly extinguish our genius. 

What will Ijcfall In in who is slucJdcd by such obstacle* 
and is so constilutcd as to distress himself about them ? 
He will strugglc hardly between thosc care» to which he 
u acrifiood doplM Umitl( ud thc dbcWn wfefcb make* 
him alien to them. Hc will bc nelthcr supertor to eventa, 
becuiBe this he should not bc, nor fitted to make good usc 
IhtrauL He will bc variable in wisdoni und im^ulient or 
awkwaid in In» bttflMH . IM *'H du nothing weil bccauwi 
hc can pcifoim nothing in consonance with bis nature- 
lle must bc ncithcT ftithcr nor hutsband if hc wish to live 
imli -jtcndcntly, and l»c shoulil j>crhap* not even have 
frtends; but 10 bc tblll tOonc i* to live very moiirnfuily 
and to live uschssly as well. A man who rulcs thc 
public destiny, who coneuve* and achieve* gr*at things, 
cannot cleave to onc individual in partikular , national arc 
hi* frtcndn, and a* a licncfactor of mankind hc can dis- 
pense with bring [hat of any onc man, But in an oliftcurc 
lifc it Scan» to roc that TO DUBM «t Icaat look toi lOIM 
tttfelfl towards whom wc liavc duue* 10 caccutc. This philO 1 
«ophical indcpcndcnoc U a convcnicnt tal a COM lifc, and 
c wbo w not an cnthusinti must find it yanid at thc 
close. It Is rtrrihlc to end onc'i days by saying : No hean 

L 
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oa in m tyt t tkm »um pkee aa m peace witb 
Äe hop< of* che good rJaingi «fax* k Taolds i 
arwayi wkfc o* Nu « » wv canaoc bring k to tbr trat ; it 
amt» thc idca of aothiagBKsa; k *»«**a cht ftaatoa« of 
Ute; k diaeeabawrass« im oi out arprhai eviu and aar 
fleetaog baewin**» Ha ba fkuüi i g * dream tbe bope «bervoC 
«uperior, u H «ay be, to all real Uia»i>%ii, endurea at leaat 
untü oVath. II k p«rrlaäaard no t ttx t nA oa* rfriatriic 
mmu it vould appcax eqaaly bcncficcnt «od Solana, buc it 
preripwatrn tbe thought of man tovards new abysses. It 
i» baacd on dogoaaa wbicfe uc U> many incrcdiUe; »bilc 
Jcui^'i ka etfects they cannot havc cxpcsknce thercot ; 
• bilc regretting it« security, tbey cannot bc in cnjoy- 
mcnt thcroof They arc in »carch of cclc^tial apptar- 
anott but acc only a morta] drcam; thcy arc attnwt«! 
bf itic rocompensc duc to the good nun, but thcy do not 
find tbat thcy bavc dcscrvcd it dorn Naturc; thcy would 
pcrpctuatc ilicir xlcntity, and thcy *ec that all ilipi away. 
WhiNt thr monattic novice, who h.it scaroslj rcccivcd th< 
tonsure, dutinctly hcara thc angel who cclcbrntcs his fastsand 
hin praiacft, Ihoec who havc thc consciousness of virtue arc 
wrll awarc that thcy will nvvr.r atiam ihis hcigbt; ovct- 
whclmcd by their wcakncsx and by the eiupime: 
deatinicf, thcy havc no othcr anticipation than to desüe, to 
'iruggtc. to |*ia likc tbe ahadow which has known nothing. 
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LBTTJUt xliv 

Lvms, /uha T5 (VI). 

I have read (BON tltan once and pondered wer your 
objectioni, or, ü* you prefer it, your reproach«; wc liavc a 
K«Te qutjtion in band and I am about to attempt 1 rcply, 
I( the houni which arc apent in diseussion are commonly 
wasted, tlii» is not the casc with thosc which arc devoted 
to wriliny. 

Do you seriously consider that thin opimon which, you 
say, adds to my nmfortune, is one for which 1 am respon- 
se? 1 niakc in» 'picutloa that to bclievc is the safer 
courae. You also remind nie of the asscrtiün (hat such 
helicf is neecssary 10 the sanetion of moralily. 

Ixt me ohserve fir;t of all that I make no prelence to 
dedde, and thould even prefer to refrain frorn denial, bul 
that I find it precipiUle, to say ilic käst, to aflirni. The 
duposihon to rcgaxd as impossible that which wc could 
«ish to be true is no doubt a nnVortune, but how (hat mis- 
fortunc is to be escaped when it has alrcady overtaken us I 
COBJMI tha! I dfl not know. 

Itaaih, aa you imurc mc, does not exist for man. You 
tegard ilu- /in ;u£tl a* irnpious. Not there under the cokl 
marblc and among the extinet ashes is the man of virtue or 
the man of genius. Who has affirmrd ti ? I" thi* senae 
the Air /'ittt woti'.d he (alte on the tomb of .1 dog, his 
faithful and assiduou* instinet arc nssuredly not there. 
Hut wherc then? It is no morc. 

\'nu ask mc what haa become of the vitaluy, the ipMl, 
the ftoul of thih IkkI)' which lia* Just pawed into dissolutlon. 
The an* wer is very simple. When the fire on your hearth 
is put out, the üght, the heat, the movement, in fine, leave it, 
as all know, and paM into nnother world, titUl 10 he 
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«1 8CC Ol faCB, Gk ftJiliOQ, 

hat tfce aool of a good and 
. far m — oruJ fcfibtr 

i aot provc«tt> 



uoe «fach 1 oobgtvc • * doca aoc ctca tesoh ae w*h 
tfce faope to bcbcw rhem n Wbca * lopaäii tak** npoo 

I^kuI/ ^_ ämaM^ an* Hm* V I an waw^* il— «Jm<1m«ji *rf 

ha i Vxii mt Cor thc spoce of len days, I sbbH reccrvc at Che 
«adof Out äaclfaepft of nperoatsrai baA», «to* U 
itwiaaar.U«, youDg tot cm, in üw cnjoytoent o« all that a 
rcqaired for happcacat, powerfui Cor good. aod devoid, as 
ii »esc, of ihr with Co do «ril, «och a drtarn mar ao ooabt 
dauflc aay fan igp THrtrm , and I caay pnatrfJy reget in ailwtaf 
promisea, bot I shall he onahlc to pci c tht that it » true. 
In vajn *ül hc object that I tat« ao riak in beUering iL 
I 'i'l Im jiromUc mo »tili morr if I coukl bc pcnuaded lhat 
thc tun »hinc* ai midnight, that would c*cccd «07 power. 
If in thc cnd hc oonfeascd to mc: In truth I told you a 
Eal*ehood, a/»I I dccoive othcr peoplc aftcr thc samc fwhion, 
but do not divulgc it, for my uhjcct U 10 conaolc thciu ; 
mig\i\ I not icply to him that 011 tlits coarse and toddco 
cartli, wltcxe, fcay or in dciolation, some hundrcd* of 
millions of inimortala rfchAttand MiilW m du- nurist of thc 
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tarne incerütude, no one hos demonstratesd yct Chat it h a 
duty 10 t«lt Unna »omething which is regxrdcd as consoling, 
and 10 concutl Uvm tlicm lhat which is Irus ? 

Füll of disquict and kss or more unhappy, wc await 
oonxttntly the next hour. the day which foUovs, the year 
to come- At the end of all wc murt r.eeds ha»e a life 
thereaftcr. So (at wr hnve eristed »ithout living ; hene* 
we «lull üvc some day — an interence mort plcaaing than 
acturate. If it is a oonsolatiun for the unfortunate, tliat 
in itsclf it an additional reason that I should qucstion its 
truth. A drea-n it tufficiently l*autiful jf h UaU Uli we 
fnll asleep for evex. Preserre lhat hope: he U happy who 
chcrihhcB it. Yct ronfess that the reason which renders 
it so universal is not diftVult to find. 

It is imc tliat wu stand to tose nothing by Ixdicvtng it 
when »ueb a eoursc is pussible, but it is also no less truu 
that Pascal im guilry of a puerility when he said : ■ Be- 
Ueve^btcaumla britMag poa eU nf^riffcHi mcfeiOBthi 
euntrary, in not bclleving." This reasoning is dccUtvclf It I* 
a qucstion of conduet, but it is absurd when it is faith that 
it aakcd of us. When hos faith ever depended on Ihe will ? 

Tbc ciuiii yf virtvw can du no othet than 
tality. and they have daiod tu wy alter that | It is only the 
wiclted who dishclievc. Thit foolhardy judgment clnsses 
nmnliert of Ihe wisest and greatest men among ihoac who 
bave an ctcnial jus i irr to fear. Thr uiiolurancc of such 
teoching »ould bc atrocious il it were not so imbecüo. 

By another error it U argued that cwry man who tmnk* 
that all end« with In* dcath it the enemy of society, neces- 
sirily an egoist, and controlled only by prudeno: in hix 
wickedne*». The rariations of the human heart were 
bettet undentood by HcWctiu* when hc said | " There 
are men so dl-stamd in their birth that they could find 
no happincss but in courses whirh lead in the gallo«*." 
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Thrrr ax-.- mcn aJso wbo cannnt 1* virtoot» *»tc amidxt 
contentcd mcn, who parttcipatc in oll whtch cnjoya and all 
which suffcrs, and would he dissatisfied if thcy wem not 
oontributing tu the righi order of things and the felicily of 
olhcrs». Thc«: sinvc I" «!<• «eil «ilhout juvmg ««"<*> "«d 
to thc pool of brimstonc. 

1t will bc objeeted that in any casc tho common run 
of mankind ix not thus consliluted, that «ich individual 
amonj; them scclc« only his personal advancement and will 
1* wickcd unlcs» he i& astutcly uken in. This may bc 
true up to a certain point If mcn could and oerer 
thould bc undecrivod, it would only rcniain to deeide 
whether public interest confers thc prerogative of lyniR, 
find whether it i* a crime, or at lernst an evil, to giwe 
utterance to the opposing truth. But if this error, uscrul 
^sing as "weh, can have its *cason only, and if it bc 
unavoidable (hat ontr day faith un ■ eraffl 

come to an end, must it not then bc admitted that all 
your moral edilice is witbout foundation, when onee this 
gor^cous scaflblding has collapwd ? By the Adoption of 
methods which more easily and shortly ossurc the present, 
you upose the futurc to a Subversion which will perhaps 
be without remedy. Had you, on thc olhvr band, beun 
capablc of dUcovc-iing in thc human hvail Uic uatuiaJ 
groundwork of its morality — had you known howto \i 
thercin »hat may have been wanting in thc social mode, 
in thc customs of thc nty — your labour, greater, it is truc, 
in its difliculty, and calling for higher rtkill, would have 
licen lasling as thc world. 

If therefore it happened, that, unconvinced of that which 
inany of thc most vencrated aniong you have not thern- 
selves belicvcd, you were told : Tlie nations arc beginning 
to desirc thmga certain, and to distinguish things positive ; 
ethics are in course of modification, faith erists no longer; 
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indtpendenily of a future life, wc must set about deruo»- 
stxalmg to oicil (tut justice is necessary tu thcir hc.uU; 
that, as regards the utdividual hirnself, thcrc is no bappi- 
n«M apart fron» reason , and that the virtuc* ar e law» of 
Naturc, no Icss nccdful to man in socicty than thosc which 
gprera the deniand* of the senses. If, I say (0 you» some 
among those just men who arc the tfnends of order by 
thcir nature, whoBe firet neccssily is to direct mankind to 
furtlicf union» hannvuy, and cnjoymenU; if, leaving in 
douht that which ha* never hecn proved, they rccallcd 
thosc principlcs of justice and universal love which cannot 
bc put in question, and took upon themselvcs to spenk of 
the unchangraUe way« of haupineas; if, iranspuiied by the 
truth which they (ecl, which they see, which you yourselves 
recognbe, they conaecrated their life to inake it known 
a/tcr divers mannen and to enforce it rcuonaljly — for- 
give it, you who are ministers of a certain phasc of truth, 
forgive thosc methods which are not actuolly younjj 
conwder, I beseech you, that stoning has partsed out of 
fa>hign, that iiiodcm imraclc* have fallen into not ■ Utile 
dcrision, that times arc cliangcd, and that it is necessary 
for you to change with them. 

I !i:ive herc ihc interpretier« of lieft ven whoae great cliar- 
acter renders them signally scrviccahle or hancful, wholly 
good or of unmiird wickedness, vencrable on the one or 
contcmptible on the other hand. I return to your letter. 

I :<i B0| dlftl Pitt all :'• l».»int\, »hsrli «Olild BüIdI "'V 

own too long, hut 1 could not »et aside what la, In efleet, a 
speciouB objeetion without Temarking that it is not as well 
foundcd as it might appear to h: at first si^ht. 

Nalurc i* uovernotl hy unknown foffCM and in ftccord-i< 
anoe with myucrious law» , order is its lucasure, intelligent* / 
is its motive force. It may bc advaneed that there if no 
auch fcw-i e betwe«i tlieac pnwen findinjp, which 
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the tcirors of tlic futurc havc rc8inunod fcw pcrson» who 
wcre di*po»ed to ccauamt by no etiicr t>.mvid«raiic*n* ? 
As for the reit of men, check» more natural, mote (U 
and hene«; morc jx^wcrful, »perate on them. Man being 
endowvd with ihr conscionsness of order, which \* i 
forc innerem in his naturc, he is foroed to makc Ihc need 
of it sensible Co all individuab. The criminals would hare 
been fewei '.hau Miom: wluwh havc been lefl ui spite of your 
dogmas, and you would luve had, at laut, all ihosc wlnch 
they malte. 

It is aaid tliat first tranregressions fill the heart im- 
mcdiately vrilh the torturc of remonc and leaire bchind 
them that t rauhte fei «ver; they »ay also lhat an atliciat, to 
be oonsUlenL, mu*t stuil front his frtend and a»as*inaie 
his cneray. These aie »peeimens of the contradicüons 
wIm* h 1 find in Ihr apologies of ihe defender» of the faith. 
And yet such discrcpancics should be impossilile, amee 
thor.c who writc upon matters of revelatton are denled 
aJl excuse for incertitude and varintions ; and are indeed 
so remote therefrom that the very semblance is to them 
unpardouublc. when met with in profane persona whocUini 
only their sharc of a weak and uiunhpired reasoti, of doubl 
and not infallibility. 

What doc* it matter, the apologist* go on to ask, if a 
man is content with himsclf when he doc* not bclicvc in a 
lue to cumc? It is of consc*i|uence to the peace of ihc 
present life, which in such casc is everything. 

Apart frotn iminortality, they continue, what would 
the virtuou» person gain by well-doing? He would be 
the gainer by ju»t so much as the man of vir tue valuca, 
and he lose» only Chat which is unesteemed by the man of 
virtuc, that» namcly, which your passions hanker aftcr 
frequently in spite of your belicf 

You reeognise no moiive apart fiom the hopiz and fvar 
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of the life bcyond ; and yet eannot the tendcncy towards 
ordcr bc an integral part of onr inclinations, of our instinet, 
«Yen as the tendcncy to sclf-prcservation or to reproduo 
lion ? Ib it nothing lo dwell iu the calm and security of 
ihc ju»t? 

In tl»c too cxdufttvc disposition to connect every 
generous sentiruent, every upright and pure idca, with your 

hOfttl desircs and your hcavenly coneeptions, you 
s*Mimc always that whntaoever is not supemalural mu&t be 
vilc; tliac all which docs not upÜtt man Wind to the abode 
of the beatitudes niust of necestity abäse bim to the level 
of the brüte ; trut earthly rirtues are only ,i ragged vesture ; 
ind that a soul which is limited to this life ein have only 
infamous propemittc« and shameful thoughts. Thus, the 
just and good man who, after forty years of patienee 
amidst HuflVring, of e<|uity aimingst rogut-s, and of gencrout 
endeavour whidi uughl to be retjuited by heaven, comes 
to recognise the error of the dogmas which were once his 
OOnaotation and sustaincd his laborious life with the ttpM 

■n nf an tteYDil rc*I ; ihc sage whnsc floul in nnnriaticri 
by the caliiine's 01 vniuc, and for whom wcll-doing is life, 
changing his present inclinations becausc he has changed hi» 
System of the futurc, and no longer secking aclual felicity 
becausc that uinnot last for ever, must perforc« plot perfidy 
againsl the old triend who ha* never doubted bim. Hc 
mu»t per forte becrign i»m:iI bysordid but teeret dcvicc* for 
obuining wcalth and power, and, providcd that hc can 
clude the justice of men, must ncccraartly helievc henec. 
furward that it is his intcrest to drerivr the k<xxI, o|>|we»a 
ihc imfuritmair, pr.-xcrvc only as a precaution the gui« of 
the honest man, and chemh in bis bosom all thosc rices 
which beretofore he had abhorred Scriou»ly, I »hould 

dMBkl l'.ilt;:-'- .i:iul:ir DCfattl tO^OU • ICtM '''-> > "ii: im n 

of an exeluaive virtuc ; i( they denied the Suggestion, I 
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ihould uy that eher 1rerc »hall» mconsequen!. Now, «v 
mim never lose sight of the (act ihat iaspirod persoe» 
have nu excuae for inconsequence ; and they would call 
Tor vur pity did thvy dm 10 advance tbe aflirnu: 

il tlic uotion ol [mDOfl ..ii'.y las all Ihc chaiacteiUttcs of 
a magnificent dream, that of Annihilation is not susccptiUe 
of a sercic demonatration. The Kood man destre* of necettity 
that he ahnulri not perlsh cntirely : U not this «uffirimt 
graund to confirm it ? 

Wer« the hope of a lifc 10 come indiipcnsaWe to just 
action in thi«, such va#ue poMuMIity would sti :cient. 

For him vrho Orders his lifc rcaionably, it is superfluous ; 
considtrationR of the present Hmc may aflbrd him less 
k;.!i .f.-u-Liiin Im! il.i rmi !<"«; hehatft prtMBt 

ncctl ofbeing Ju*t. Othcr men pay attention only t- :li- 
interests of the momcnl. They Ihink of paxadisc when there 
is a quesiion Of rcligious rite» ; but in moral questions the 
fear of conscqucnces, that nf opfakn, Of Ibi law*. Ehfl In 
clinations of the soul, these are their only rulc. Imnt;inary 
dutics arc faithfully fulflllcd hy some ; trac dutics arc sacri- 
ficed by very nearly oll in the absence of temporal (langer. 

Endow man with JtatlOtt Qf mind andcjucllcncv of liCftrt, 
and you will have such a majonty of the good that tlw 
remainder will \x drawn BO follow them, even by their most 
dirert and most matcrial interests. On tbc ■> .:.-.-:ry, you 
mnke minda falseand souls nairow. \<\u tlu- *pncc of :lnny 
i.niunes the consequcnccs arc worthy the wisdoni of the 
means. All varielics of conslraint have fatal effeett and 
euhcnieral results ; in the last resource there must bc 
persuasion. 

I find some difficulty in leaving a subjeet which is not 
lest imporlant than inexhaustible. 

I am so far from having a bias against Christiamty that 
in some sense I may be said to deplore what most of iti 
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fcaloti would not Urea») uf dcpU>nng themwlve*. I lament 
linccrcly, as they do, the loss of Christianity, with this 
difTcrcnr** howrver, (hat they regret it as it is, or as it was 
even a Century ago, whllc für myaelf I do not regard the 
Chrwtianity of this ortler os so great a loss. 

Ik vielur», the tlaveb, the poels, the/<*£wj priesU and 
the miucft »uccccdcd in disfiguring tlie traditions o( anlitjuc 
wisdom by dint of the fusion of raecs, the dcstruction of 
documents, the explanation and confusion of allegories, the 
dc&cruun of the true and the deep senso in favour of absurd 
ideu which minister tu the luve of wondur, and tlie peisoni- 
fication of abstract beings tu rnultiply objeets lur adoratiun. 

Sublime cO&CCptl bctUM abased. The Principle of Life, 
InteUigence, Light, the Etcrnal, was henceforth the apousc 
of Juno ; Harmony, Fruitfulncu, the bond of living hdngs, 
were henceforth but the lover of Adonia ; impcrisliablc 
Wwdvin was knowu heacefortli unly by the owl altributed 
to it; the grand ideas of immortahty and icwaid were 
comprised in the terror of turning a wheel and in the hope 
of w.indcring beneath green bnnches. The indivKible 
ity vrxy «listinxiiishcd inio a hierarchir DOMtOdl 
actuated by sorry njusioiu; the produet of the genius of 
primarval raecs, the cmbkmB of univeral law», were hence- 
lintii but praciicc* of MiperMilion, nmin^ laughlcr in tlie 
childrcn of the town. 

Romc changed a part of the world, and Romc «uffered 
Charge henelf. The W<=«t, piTturl«d,a£itatc<!. "j>|- • .< i,'i 
meiuced, luuncil and dcccivcd, ignuianl and ilualiuscd, 
had lost all without repbeing anything ; still slumbaing in 
error, it was a»toni*haJ alrcady with the confuvcd nOiK of 
the truth» lotiftht by seicncc 

An idcntiral tyranny, similar intcrats, the samc terror, 
the likc spirit of reaentwetit and vengtance againil (he 
peopk-king. tnade all Ihc tiationt km. Ttifir cuttoint wer« 
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litukcu, tlic» comtStotioaa no longer cxistctl; the lore 
of tbc city, thc ajfejl ul scparatUin, of iwlation, of bäte 
tow.-irds »Trangcr*, bccamc wcakcficd in Iht Common 
of rc«i»ting thc conqucrors 01 in thc nccestity tot luunm 
thc ynkc Ol ihcir hw% ; tbc nainc of Rome conjoincd all. 
Thc nid r.-li,;nms nf thr po>plr had become merr provincial 
rradicions, thc God ol* thc Gapitnl an med thcir xod« Co 
be forgotten, and thc apolhcosis of thc empcror* mndc tvtn 
that daty pas» into oblivion. The rao« ponulot alUrs 
were tho*e of the Csesa«. 

It was onc of the great cpochs in thc bättOH Ol <hc 
world ; somc majcstic and simple ediflee mu»t bc raitcd 
over thesc ruins of so mnny regions. 

An ethical bclief was oeceSttfy, sinn ihi pure ethic was 
i.usunderstood, and dogmas, uiipenetrablc perhaps but not 
ridiculous, mii« the light was inercastng. As all worships 
were deRradc<l, there was need of a worship majcstic and 
VORhf of man, who scck&to OSÜI bis I003 by thc coneeption 
of a God of thc world. Imposing, rare, satisfying, mysteri- 
ous yet simple ril*» were wanted, rites, so to speak, super- 
nalura), but in harmony 3t onee with Qu reatton and the 
htait of man. In a word, there was required what a great 
genius could alonc cstablish, and I can hint al alone. 

But you have fabrkated, collcctcd, cxpcrimcntcd, cor- 
recled, renewed I know not what incoherent mass of trivial 
ecremonies and doctrines not a ltule calcutated to scandaliso 
the weak ; you have combined this fortuitous compo&t with 
an ethic at ümes false, oflcn very bcautiful, and in all 
austcre, Ihe one poinl over which you have not proved 
unskilful. Vou pass some hundreds of >i-.im :n arrangma 
all this by Inspiration and your slow work, rcpalrcd sedu- 
lously, but fatilty in its coneeption, is not made to last 
approximalely longer tlian the tinie that you have taken 
in completing it. 
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NeTer was there a clumsiness morc astomshing than to 
confi.de the priesthood to the first comcrs, and to have a 
hordc of the men of Cod. A sacrifice, the naturc of which 
was csscnttally unity, was multiplied out of all ineasure. 
The direct conser]Ucnces and appropriatencss of the moment 
wem tu have l«vn discerned alone ; öfterere of sacrifice and 
spiang Dp u» ;ill sid», piiesls and monlucvcry- 
where, busying thcmsclvcs with all things, and cvctywhcrc 
also were troops of them in luxury or beggary. Such a 
:uiliitude is said to hc convcnkH for the faithful. Bus it 
U good onty in so far that the people thus find* all its 
requirements at the street-corncr. lt is sensclcss to 
inlruit rcligious funetions to myriads, foi they arc thus 
continually abandoned to the last of nien ; it is the com- 
promisc of their dignity, the oblitemtion of the sacred seil 
in an ineei^ant commerce, the matcrial advancement of the 
uioracnl »herein all uiust per isla which has not imperiah- 
.. pic iunulaliun:., 
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ClUUlKL,/«// TJ (VI|. 

I have never thought it a wcakncss to mourn over 
tbosc evils which arc in no sense personal, für ihc mis 
fortune which is forcign to oursclves, but is yet well knowu 
to us. And hc is dcad— in itsclf a thing of no monicnt, 

iur «in i. tbtn *ii-'i doci '">' dW? Ihli "'.in, bowtet« 
has been uniformly unfortunatc and sorrowful; existence 
has never becn a Messing to him ; hc has boen acquainted 
only with mitfortuneft, and now hc ha» no long« xnyihing. 
I luve known tum, I have condolcd with him ; he had 
vaiiics) my respect because hc wai unhappy and virtuoui. 
In ras misfortuM thert was no pre-erninenot, but frora fco 
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return for thc araWc Und «hielt hc had beatowed oo tbc 
raonk* of Clairvaux, a hnndred tinaea iho < ■ . ■ B ama 
arablr hy thc heaTenly plmtjh. !c *a certain that dkC 
Mogul empirc ia highly prosperous when in rulrr weigha 
two pounds morc than last year. Ii ts certain that the toel 
survives the body unlow il U cruahed by the auddeo fall of 
• rock, in which caie ii ha* not tbc iime to eacape, aad 
muat di« Iherc and ihe». Kveiy uiw knene« lhal cooitt 
arc in the habit of engender mg cuontters, and thit excellcnt 
reclpes are in eoeiatence to guard againat this conta^ion. 
Erery onc admita that an individual unit on thia tiny 
globc, whcre creep our imperiahable geniuses, haa dis- 
covered thc lawa which rulc tbc movement and the re- 
'.p.t iivr |ki itioeu i >l .. Iiunilird myiuida 9l VWldfc * ,,t '>' -r. _ 
xupertattvcly certain, and it is pure nulice il" all agca and 
nattons routually aecuse each other of error. 

VVby ahould wc endeavour to ridicule tbc anejents who rc- 
gardcd numbcM aa thc univrral principlc? Oo not forte*, 
exteniion, duration, all rirnpcrtic* of natural thlng*, follow 
the law* of nnmbors? Ia not that whirh ii at ttne* real 
and myriterioti« that also whirh makca for onr adrancernrne 
In thc profunditics of natural secrets? Is she not heraclf a 
pcrpctual CKpffHÖOn of ihe evident and the myslcrious, tbc 
vidiblc and itnpuutrablc» the caiculable and the infinite, 
the uVmoriMüUcd and the incunecivatile, OOUpruring jil 
thc [irim iplca of being and all thc vanity of dreama? Sbe 
manifcata before us, nnd we do not pereeive her ; wc ha*c 
analysed her law), but cannot coneeive her proecssc* ; the 
cnablcs na to demonetrate that wc might move a globc» but 
themotionnf an irinuci is ihe-abysfl in whichahoabandona ua. 
She confers on us an Mutant of eaistenci: :n ihe midat of 
noüiingncss ; she brings us forth and she supprease* us - f she 
produces us in order that wc uiay onee have been. She 
endowa uswith an eye capableof bcholdingevcrything : she 






»eis bcfoic it alt the mechanism, all the Organisation of 
things, all the marvels of infinite being ; we look, we are 
on the verge of self-knowledge, and then shc elosea foT cvct 
that eye so admirobly foshioned. 

Why. therefore, O ye who pass in a day. do yc seek for 
oertitudes, and how long musi we lestify to our_dr«auu 
ljfli.nr your vanily admits [hem within its knuwlcdgc ? Vou 
appear Icaa small when you are Ignorant. You would 
have us say to you when discoursing of Nature, Mke your 
»caleaand ciphers i This is so ; this is not so. . . . Well and 
good : herc is a rornance; Icarn, and bc convineed. 

Number is defined by our dirtionarics as a collcrtion of 
Unit», ho that unity, whicti is the principe of all numbers, 
Ijccomcs foieign lo Ihe terru which expresses them. I regrcl 
that our language has no word which comprehenda unnv. 
with all its produets less or morc direet, and less or morc 
complex. Let us both assume that the word number bears 
thi* meaning, and as I have a drearn to recount to you, I 
»hall adopt something of the aeeenf befitiing the great 
truthft which 1 shall despatch to you by to-morrow's post. 

Pay attention to the voiee of antiquity, thnugh it was 
unacquainted with the calculus of fluxions. 

Number is tho principle of overy dimenrion« every 
harraony, every quality, every composite | it is the law of 
tt* orjcanUed univerac- 

Without the law« of number», matter would bc a form* 
lest, undigested mass ; it would bc chaoa, in a word. 
The world is matter arranged aceoJÄ bUHnerical 
laws; their necessity is destiny; 
qualities are nature, and the unii 

quatitleala Cod. 

The aoaJogiea of Umm ijualiti< 
ateret of all wiüuliuiia, prii 
of every eultus, source of 
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I pass on, and you will apprcciatc my di&crclion, for 
mighr trace out the omluiion of all c&b&ltstic and rel 
idcas 1 might refcr the various for ms of fire-wors 
numbers ; I might provc that the very conccption of pure 
apirit is ihc resull of ecrtsin calculations ; I might press into 
the samc sequencc whatsocvcr h*s conqucred 
human intelligente. This glimpse of a mystcrious world 
would not bc dcvold of intercst, but would bc worth less 
than the nutnerical fragrance exhaled by seven blossoms 
of Jasmine, borne away by the wind and lost in the dust 
of your terrace at Chctsel. 

In the absence of numbcrs notwithslanding, therc would 
bc neither flowers nor terrace Every phenomcoon is number 
oc proportion. Forms, spare, dur.iiion are efietls, pro- 
ducta of number, which, in its turn, is produoed, modified and 
perpetuated only by itsclf. Music, in other words the seience 
of all harmony, is an expression of numbers. Our own arti- 
ficial music, the source perhaps of the strengest emotion* 
which can bc experienced by man, is based on numbers. 

If 1 were proficienl in astrology, I could SflfotCQ many 
further points ; but to sum up, U not all life reeulatnj in 
aecordance with numbers f Without these, who would 
know the hour fixed for a servicc, a burial? Who without 
thesc could danee? Who would know the auspicious 
timc even for paring his nails? 

One is assurcdly the principle or the image of all unity, 
and hence of every completed work, of every coneeptinn, 
every projeet, every fulßlment, of perfecüon itself, and of 
harmony. Thus, every complex number is one, every 
pereeption one. even as the universe is one. 

The number one is to the engendered numbers as red is 
to colours, or Adam to the generations of humanity. Adam 
Ms thefirst man, and the name Adam signtfie« red, for which 
rcason the matter of the (Ireat Work is also lermcd Adam 
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whcn it has arrivcd at thc red, bccause the red quintesscnce 
of the unsvcrsc is like Adam, whn was formed of the quint- 
esscnce hy Adonai. 

l'ythogoras said: "Cultivatc with asiiduity the scicnce 
of nutnbens ; our vic« and our crime« ore only errors of 
calcuUuon." This utlerance, so useful and bo ptofound in 
its trulh, is doubtless Ine best that can be urged concerning 
nurnbera. Hcre is something, however, which was not 
remnrked by Pythagoras. 

Without the number One, therc could bc neither two nor 
three, and henee unity is the universal principle- One is 
infinite by virtue of thai which romes forth froui il ; il 
produces two co-eternally, and even three, whence come all 
thc rest. Though infinite, it is impcnetrablc ; it is oertainly 
in all ; it cannot ccase, it has been made by nonc, it knowi 
not change ; and furthermore, it is neithtr visiblr, nor 
roloiired, nor brgr, nor thirk, nur henvy : whirh ifl äquiva- 
lent to »aying that it is morc than a numher. 

As regards Two, it i$ altogcther ditTcrent. U two did 
not caist, one would be the only number potaible. Now, 
where all is one, all is like; where all U like, there is no 
discordance ; where there i» DO dittcuidaiicc, there is per- 
kction : it is two, thereforc, which »et* alt tlmigs at vaiiancc. 
Thcrein is thc evtl principle, thcrein is Satin. Of all our 
numerif al Symbols, two has thervfore thc most sinistcr form, 
thc most acute angle. 

At the same time, without two therc could bc no com- 
poaition, no rclations, no harmony. It is thc dement of 
every composite thing so long as it icmains coraposite. 
Two is the tymbol and the Instrument of all gerwration. 
'l*here were two Cherubim on thc ark, and bird» have two 
wings, whence two is thc principle of clevation. 

Thc number Three. conuirv* the expresaion of harmony 
and that of compotition ; it 1* perfect harmony. Thc 
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rcatOn is aclf-cvidcnt ; it fft a compoattc numbcr which is 
riiviiible only hy ont Thc simplcst of all fignres results 
frflm three poin» placed at oqual dUtanccs. This threc- 
fold figurc is one notwithstanding, Iikc perfcct harmouy. 
And in the oricntal wisdom, is not Trimourü llie cum 
tiou of three power» — Brahma, wbo crcrat«»; Vi»hn<»u, who 
prctcrves ; and Routren, who tlotroys? Do you not re* 
cognisc thc numbcr three m Trimourü? This it is which 
produces Brahma, thc unique principle. 

In terrestrial things, is not thirty-thrce, (hat ia, thc 
numbcr represented by two throcs, lhat of tlic age of 
perfeetion in man? And wure not three souls. formerly 
aeknowledged in man, thc ma&tcrwork of Brahma? 

Three it the principle of perfeclion : it is the numbcr 
of the compobite brought back to unity. of lhat wbtCfa b 
exalted by aggrcgalion and fulfillcd by unity. Three is 
the mystenous numbcr of the tust order, whence there 
are thrce leingdoms in terrestrial ihings, and three ncci- 
dents — forma tion, lifc, disintegration— for crery organic 
composite. 

l'our has a striking analogy witti tbe body, because the 
body has four facutties. it includes also all the sacredness 
of the oath. How is this? I have no idea, but secing lhat 
a maslcr has aftirmed it, no doubt his disciples will 
explaia 

Five is protected by Venus, because she presides over 
marriagc, and there is sumething of an indefinable felicity 
in the form of this number. This is why we have five 
fingers and five senses. Other reasons should not be 
required. 

1 know nothing as to the number Sia. ciccpt that thc 
cube has six faoets, Thc rest impresses mc as unworthy of 
the sublime things wbich I have collccted concernin^ thc 
other numbers. 
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Ücvcn, bowevet, is of palmar)' imporiance. It represents 
all cicatutes, and this is rendered more interesting by the fad 
that all creatutes belong to us, a right divme delegated 
from of old and proved by bridle and fillet, in spite of all 
that may bc advanced on occasion by bcars, Kons and 
i*Tp*-nts. This cmpire was somehow spared to us at the 
fall ; two scvcns must, howcver, bc placcd togcther ; one 
destroys the other : for baptism being also in tt, sevenly- 
seven signifies the abolition of all sins by baptism, as St. 
Augustine dcmonstiated to the academies of Africa. 

In Scven tbere will be recognised at once the Union of 
two perfeet nutnbers, of two principlcs of pafection, a 
union to some rxlcnt consumniated and Consolidated by 
that sublime unity which sets upon it the seal of harmony, 
and cause» scven to be sir only. It is therefore the mys- 
tcrious number of the seeond order, or, If preferred, the 
principle of all the highly complcx nutnbers. This is 
demonstnited by ihe various aspects of the moon, and 
hence the tteventh day was clioscti as that of rest. Hence 
teligious fcstivals have sanetified Ihis number tn Ihe eyes 
of the pcople. Hence also comes the notion of septenary 
eyeles. joined to that of the great cataelysro. " God has im- 
prOMcd cverywhere in the universc the sacred rharacter of 
the number scven," says Joachites. In the slarry heavun, 
evi-ryiliing hns been created thereby. All ancient mystteism 
is füll of this number, which is the most mystexious of the 
apocalyptic scrics, as of thosc of the Mithraic eultus and of 
the tnystencs of Initiation. Sevcn itars of the rctplcndcnt 
genius. sevcn Gähanbards, scven Amschaspand* or angell 
of Ürmut The Jews have their weck of years, and the 
square of aeven was the true number of thcir jubilee period. 
It ha* also Iwrn rrmarked that, at tatst as regards our own 
planet and even our solar system, the number MMO ll 
more cspeeially indicated by natural phenomena. Sevcn 





sphetes of thc first order, seven ruclal*, seven odoui*, seven 
flavours, seven rays of Jight, seven tone», teven simple arti- 
culations of thc human voiee. 

Seven yean enake up a w«k of lifc, and forty-nine com- 
prisc Ihe grand weck Thc scren-month rhild hat a Chance 
of existence ; he aeea afict fourteen daya ; hai teeth at *cvcn 
months old, and at seven years obtnins his second teeth, when 
he also begins to dtsunguish between good and eviL He 
an reproduce his species at the age of fourteen years, and 
at iwenty-one attain* a kind of maturity, fot wbich rcasoo, 
potltlCt] and legal inajonty ha* becn fixed at that p 
The age of twcnly-cight is thc epoch of a ftreat change in 
human afTcctions and in thc aipects of Ufa At thirty-five 
youth may be said to end. At forty-two our faculties enter 
on thc downward grade. At forty-nine the longcst Bfc has 
reacbed the half way hnu*e aa regards the extreme of dura- 
tion, and is in the autuum of the senses i thc first furrows 
— physical and moral -are beginning to appear. AI fifty- 
wx liiere arc thc hm aigns of uJd age. Sixty-three is the 
earhest epoch of natural death— an expression to which I 
remember that you objeet , let us therefore Substitute 
neoessary dcath, or death hrought on by gencral causes, 
consequent on the declinc of lifc, I tnean to say that if 
dcath tak« place from old age at screnty-four orat eignty- 
cight, then it oecurs ihrough age only at sixty three, or 
thai this is the first penod when life finishes through com- 
planus originating in decrepitude. Many famous persons 
have died at seventy, eighiy - four, ninety-cight and a bundred 
and four (or a hundrcd and five) years. Arisiotlc, Abelard, 
Heloise, Luther, Constantme, Schah-Abbas, Nostrodamus, 
and Mahomcl die<i .»i »ixty-three .; and Cleopatra realised the 
necessity of waiting for twenty-cight days beforc following 
Antony to the grave. 

If wc may trust the Mongolian tribes and thc inhabitams 





of Central Africa, Nine is the raost harmonic of numbers; 
it U the square of the only nuniber which is indivisible 
cicept by unity ; it is the piineiplc of indirccl productions ; 
it is mystery multiplicd by mystery. We may learn in the 
Zend-Aresra how much this number was venerated through- 
out one portion of the East In Georgia and Iran, evcry- 
thing is arrangcd in accordancc with the number nine ; 
the Avares and Chinese are particularly attached to it. 
The Syrian Mussulmans enumerate ninety nine attributes 
of Divintty, white eighteen woilds, nine good and nine 
evil, are kxiown to the hastern part of Indio. 

The sign wliich represents this number has, however, 
its Uil downward, hlce ihe comet which dissciniiiates 
montier*, and nine is the emblem of every fatal vi« -ixm- 
tude ; in SwiLrerland eapecially the destruetive north- 
wind lasta nine days. Righty-one, or nine multiplicd by 
itsolf, is the number of the grand climactcric; all men 
who lore order should die at this age, and in this respeet 
Diunysius of Heraclea sei a great example to ihe world. 

I oiust acknowlcdge that eighteen yearö is looked upon 
Ui very fascinating agc, and yet it is dcstrucliun multiplied 
by the evil principle, but as to this an Interpretation is 
posaible. It will be observed that in cighteen years there 
are two bundred And sixtecn months, a complex and 
balcful number, giving, in the first place, eightyonc 
multiplicd by two, which is frightful. In the fifiy-iour 
months rvmaining over there will be found an aath und 
Venu». Four and fivc are strongly suggestive of marriage, 
a condition which is highly attractive at eighteen; is good 
for nothing to eilhei sex at (orty-foui or forty-five years ; 
at eighty-onc seldom falls to be ridiculous, and at 
every age can, cren by its delights thcmselves, impair, 
desolate and degrade human nature in conformity with 
ihr horrort attarhing to Ihr worthip of the number ftV 




What in wnrr.r ihfin to ernpoison life by the rnjoynvnt of 
ßve? Now at eighlecn ycars thcse dangers arc in fii'J 
Iure« ; there ia therefore no age more fatal. Thist fact 
could only b« discovered by nunibvrs, aiid thoe arg coa- 
sequently the basi» of moralily. 

Should you observe any semblancc of uncertainty in 
all tbii, be careful to cast awny doubt and to redouble 
faith. That wliirh now follows rests on the nuthority of one 
who was the greatest light of the early Christian centuri«- 
Ten is justice and beatitude resulting from ihc creature 
who is seven and the Trinity which is three. Eleven 
Hgnifies sin, because it oversteps ten, which is justice. You 
attuin here the highest point of ttie sublime, and silence 
henceforth must be imposed; Saint Augustine could liim- 
»elf go no farther. 

Had I paper left, I could prove to you the eiistenoe 
of the philosophic.il atone; that the many learned and 
famous persons who believed in it could not have beco 
madmen ; that it is not in itself more astonishing than the 
compass, nor moie inconceivable lhaji tli« produet; 
an oak from the acotn which you luve placcd in tbc 
ground ; but whethet it is or ought to bc so, let the 
university fledglings continue to decide that Stahl, Bekker, 
Paracelsus merited an asyhim. 

Visit your jasmincs ; leave me my doubts nnd demon- 
strations, I need a touch of delirium, so that at least I 
can laugh at myself; therc is a certain tranquillity, a 
pleature, bi/arre if you will, in considering (hat all is a 
dream. Ii distracts from many other dreams that arc 
more serious, and it diminishes those of our unrest. 

You do not wish us to be led by imagination, bocausc 
it takes us astray ; but wherc the individual enjoyment of 
thought U alonc concerncd, may not our present destina- 
tion be itsulf in the dnmain of the asiray? All mm have 
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dreamcd, and all have feit the need of drcaming; while 
the eril gcnins bring? tbem into lifc, the good gcnius takes 
them Into sleep and dream. 



LETTER XLVIII 

Mantkvii.l.K, Stfttmifr i (VI). 

Notwithstanding the indiflerencc amidst which we pro- 
iract our ycars, the sky upon a cloudless night is unveiled 
to us with the vastness of all its worlds, not a phuntasma- 
goria of Imagination, but there over our heads. And the 
stars' distance shall seem more than the sky's distance, and 
thosc «uns shall show forth worlds whcrein beings diverse 
from ourselvc» are born and feel and die. 

Near tue, erect and firm, is the trunk of a young fir txee ; 
up in the air il soars, havin« apj>arvutly neitlicr life nor 
motion ; yet it aubsiits, and it would know if il wert con- 
scious of itself that its secret and life are within it Im 
perceptibly it grows, the same by ni^ht and day, the samt 
hrm-ath thi; co)d '«now .nnd under tln <timmpr Min. Nfotion- 
less amidst all thr.se worlds, yet it revolvrs with the carth. 
The grasshopper is astir while man is sloeping ; the inseet 
will pcru.li, the ur-tree fall, and the worlds will change. 
Whero tbcn will our books bc ; out renown, our fear», our 
caution ; the houtu that we are »chcmiiifc to bmld | Übt 
wheat that the hail ha» »pared ? For what futurc time are 
you saving? On wh.it t|i ii your hope Axcdr* Yet a re* 
volution of a star, yet one hour of its span. and all which is 
you shall ceasc; all shall be lost which is you -more anni- 
htlaird, more impossible than if it had iwvcr beert. Hc 
will bc dcad whotte tuibfortuu«« r»ow overwhelm you; shc 
who it so bcautiful will liavc perished , the son who is to 
sumse you will bc no moce. 
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Vou hatc multiplied thc implcmcnts of thc arta ; ihe 
terms close to your telcscopcs; you sc&rch it for sömc 
tnoiB of activity, but find none Hierein ; once activity was 
Ibcrc, but nuw üiu moon ii dcad. And lins gluUr un which 
yyu itand lo-day üull l* *» dcad a* that. Why du you 
pauac? You have a bnef to draw up for your U 
an ode to nnish which is to bc declairued to-moriow cveuuiy. 
Intelligcncc of thc worlds! How vain are the carcs of 
man ! Wh.it ridiculous anxicties for thc episodes of an 
hour 1 What inscniate struggles to sei in order thc circum- 
stances of a life which a breath of ttme will Kfttttr) To 
hchold, to enjoy what passes, to imagine, to subtnit— of 
such should be all our being. But to sei m Qfd 
establiih, to knuw, to possess— what madness! 

Hc, nolwithstanding, who reluses to bc tioublcd ovef 
uneertain Jays will fail to attain thc repose in which man 
is left to himself, or thc relaxation which offen distraction 
amidst thc disgusis that arc preferred in place »f ininqinl 
life; he will miss, when he needs it. tl of winc rw 

corTee by which mortal weariness is averted for a momen*. 
Scqucncc and order will be also mtssing from what hc is 
constrained to perform, and there will be no security for 
thosc who belong to him, Ifccause hc has girdled thc 
world in the lofty Night of bis thoughts, it will conn: i p: 
that Ins genius, quenched in tanguor, will be demed henec- 
forth it* EUgfat j having sought for too many truths in tbe 
outwaid naiute, his thought will no longer bc permitted to 
maintat n ilself in ihc nature that is within, 

People discourse only of the repression of thc passion* 
and of the strength to do what is right, but, in thc midit of 
so much that is impcnctrable, make piain to us that which 
is right ! For myself, I do not knuw it, and I make bold 
to suspect that there are many others in Ihe same case. 
AH thc manufacturers of sects have pretendcd to eapound 
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thcl«t*, nftot havtiiK chawd so many liare*, Uckod ihe kuuids 
ul so many attfltn ;ind unearthed so many moles, he dies ; 
you &urr«ndci lnni u> the ravens wliose iriiluicl dtscernt 
t he cflluvium of carcascs ; and you confess that such con- 
sciousness is his no longer. 

Those conccplions which, by their rastness, astonisb 
our weakness and fill our narrow hearta with ecstasy are 
possibly of less imi>ortan(*e for Naturc than are the mos* 
impeifect of mirrors for human induscry, and man, not 
withstanding, brcaks diese without remorse. To harc 
only an accidental existencc is coufesscdly a frighllul 
Ihing for our hungry souls; to look for reunion with ihc 
principle of mipenshable order is confessedly sublime ; 
but lel us affirm nolhing beyond. 

The man who toili to raine himsclf may bc compartd 
to those shndows of the evening which lenglhcn for a 
singlc hour, becoming more vast than their substancca, 
and seeming to grow as Ihoy expand; yet one moment 
diststpates tliem. 

And I albw, moments of torgctlulness feit mine, luuiucnts 
of slrcngth and grandeur j longings unmeasured are nunc 
— upuishri immttnor / But I pause before the monuments 
of effaeed gencTations ; I sec the pcbble which is subjeet 
to the hand of man, and yet will survive him by a hundred 
centuries. I relini|uish anxietics Cor things which pass 
away, and tbose thoughts of a present which is CM now 
escapmg us. Astonished, 1 pause, listening to what still 
aubsists, and striving to distmguish that which will go on 
subsisting. In the movement of the forests, in the surge 
of the pine-trees, I scek soinc accem» of the ctcrnal 
language. 

Ah, Living Force! Etcrnal Spint of the world I 11 man 
is destined to survive, I marvcl at thy work, but I am 
crushed by it if he is fated to end. 








LETTER XMX 

M&TZLVILLt, StfitMbr 14 |VI). 

And so because I am not altogether horrilicd at your 
doctrinc», I must bc on the way to revere ibcm I The 
very contrary, as T think, obtains. But I suspect that you 
have a scheme for my conversion. 

What interest do you suppose that I can have in rc- 
fusing 10 ad mit your ruligious opiniuns ? And if interest, 
or partiaiity, or possion, or even estrangenient, do not 
go into the scüe against them, oo what ground will they 
win entrance into a head which knows no Systems, or into 
a heari »herein rc morse will never prepare a place for 
them? 

It is aftirmeti that the self-interest of the passions hinders 
men from embracing Christianity. I must answer franltly 
that this is a very pitiful argument I am talking to 
you now ltke an Opponent: we are, so to »peak, in u 
State of warfarc, Cor you have set eyes on a portion of my 
liberty. U you iiupeach nun btfltWI On tlic K'Ouud that 
they are devoid of pure conacicnoe, 1 must aecuse the 
devote« of being dencient in sincere real. The rceuH of 
all this will bc vain words, a babble which ii repeated 
crcrywhcrc, ad nautoim, and by which nothing will uvur 
l>i; proved- 

Supposc, in my lurn. I were to teil you that it is only 
the wicked who aic Christians, since it is they only who 
are in nced of nighloiaies to rettrain them from theft, 
murder and treacbery. Ccrtain Christian«, whosc pictist 
disposiiion and fantastic bclicf have deranged both heart 
and mtnd, find thcmaelvcs suspended continually between 
the desire of crime and the terror of the devil. 

According to the vulgär methud of judumg «there by 
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<mt*t tolf, th«y am immedia'.ely alarmcd upon encouotering 
1 nun who docs not crOM hiinaclf. Hc is not with us, they 
exclaizn, hc is agaxnsl ui He docs not share our fcars, and 
therefore he fear* nothin«; therefore also he iscapablc Ol 
M ry'iiinj;. Hc doca not put hi* hanrf* togcthcr, and It i* 
bcrause hc is hiding thom ; assuredly ihcre ist stiletto in 
one, and in the other hc carrica poison. 

] can bcar nu animusity towards thes* good croatures : 
how should thcy belicvc that thc rigbl Order is sufficieni by 
ilsclfr* Thcre is chao« in Iheir notions. Othas amongtt 
thOBB will say to me . Mark all that 1 have surTerc<l ; whence 
woiild my strength have been drnwn if I had not rcceired it 
from on high? My fricnd, othcnt have swTercd still morc 
and hai-c reccivcd HOtMng frOffl tboffti Thttt fa also thSfl 
ritfference, that they have made less noise about it, and y*t 
du not exalt theauelve* greatty on that accouut. We go 
on enduring much as wc go on Walking. W hi< h is the man 
who can arrompliih twent| thousand lcagucs? Tic who 
docs onek-agucdaily and livcs fnr sixtyyears. Each mornin/ 
(»rings with it tenewcd powcrs, and hope that is qucnrhcri 
leavcs attll a vague hopc 

It will be argued that laws are evidently inadequatc. 
Let Ui grünt it. I can point out creatures that are stronger 
tlian ourselves, who are seldoni 01 ncvci conlrolkd, and 
abide in the midst of us not only dcvoid of any religiou» 
curb, but even in the absence of laws. Thcir wants are 
often very indiffcrcntly sntisfied ; that which is denied thcm 
is close at hand, yet thcy malte no aitempt to snatch at it; 
and thirty-nine out of forty will die wilhout having done any 
härm, whtlst you extol thc efccts of grace, if ax much can be 
Miid for thtec out of four amongst you Christians. Whvrc 
are these wi&c ones, Ihese prodigies ?— you exclaim. Sofüy, 
toftly ! Thcy are in no sensc philosophers. in no sensc 
miraeulous beings, any morc than thcy are Christians They 
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are simply unmuizlcd, unrulcd and uncatccuiscd uututts. 
liable to be met with at any moraent, and no one requircs 
»hat thcir forbidding jowl should be signcd with thc cross 
lo rcassurc htm. You will say that I jcst, and in all good 
foith how c.an you etpcct that I should do oihcrwise? 

All religions anathematise onc another, becausc thcre is 
not onc of thcm which bears thc seal of divinity. I know, 
of cvurse, that you claim it Cor your own, Out the rest of the 
carth doe«not recognise it, sincc il is all too well conoealed. 
Now, t am likc thc rest of thc carth, very bad at discerning 
thc invisiblc. 

I do not say that thc Christian religion is etil, but to 
aeeept it onc must bclieve that it is dirinc, and this b not 
casy. As a human achieveoicnt it may bc cxcccdingly 
bcautiful, but il is unthinkable that a rcligion vhuuld be 
human, however carthly are hl mlatttm 

As for wisdom, thit it human assuredly; il attcrupu not 
to soar into the clouds only to crumblc down into ruins ; it 
may do less to uplift thc mind, but it docs not expose it to 
thc nnglcct of all dutics- by rendering its own law* con- 
tcmpiible os soon as they «rc unmnakcd ; in no ItnM do«** 
it fortud free inquiry, and in no way docs it xhrink Crom 
ubjeetions. Thc pretext is wanting for its miscomtxuction ; 
the depravity of thc bcart alonc withstands it; and u" 
human wisdotn were the basii of our moral institutions, iü 
rmpirc wuuld bc very nearly universal, becausc no onc 
could hold aloof from iu law« without making, by that vciy 
fact, a formal confciaion of turpitude. You interpose by 
affirming that you do not admit this, that you disapprove 
of wisdom» and herein it must be confessed that you are 
loKicaL 

I sei asidc thobe putlBBI VfaO parade a prctcncc of good 
Uiii., jud cvcn go so lar a* to multiply Inend* to spicad 
the fact thal they have coiivcrtcd thcm. I come back 
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lo you who are «trongly and cntireiy convineed, and »ould 
irapart to mc a rcpose which ! shall assurcdly ncver know. 

1 do nol appruve uf intolerante any more than of bias 
toward» icli^ion. I am »carccly ruore in »ympathy with 
iU dcclaicd advcrsarics lhan with itt fauxtical /calot*. 
Nor do I affirm that in some countrics we »hould ruhly 
undocetve a pcoplc which is truly belicving, provided that 
thcy harc outgrown the period of holy war» and are no 
longcr in thc fever of converslon, But when a eultus 
has bveome disenchanted, the pretence of nretorinp Ett 
altracttons is, in my opinion, ridiculous; when thc ark ix 
decaying, when the Lcvites, in moumtng and dt&may 
round its rums, will yet penist in crymg out to mc : 
" Keep back, your profane breath will stain them," I am 
Khen compcllcd to examine and ascertain whetbrr thcy 
arc speaking seriously. Seriously? Why, ecrtainly, you 
erclaim ; and thc Church which will never periah ia on 
the point of restoring to the faith of thc natinna that 
ancient fervour, the relurn of which to you seems alto- 
gether chicnerical. ... 1 should not regret the Experiment, 
nor by any means deny its success; on the eontrary, I 
i-ciulcl even wish tot it : it would al laut b* a curiuua facL 

Sine* I end invariably by addressing myself to otha*. ii 
is time toclosc .i letter which is cvidently not intended for 
you. Wc shall continuc to chcrish our respective opiniona 
on these pointa, and lo »nderstand cach other perfcctly on 
all others. Superstitious manias and thc caecales of real 
rxist no more for & truly good man than do thc ua^gcratod 
dangers of that which some terra atheism so ridiculuusly. 
I have do wish for you to renounce your belief, but n 
might not be unserviccablc to ccase from regarding St 
as indispensable to thc heari of man, because, to be 
logicdl and yet to pretend that therc is no morality apart 
from religion, we must rckindlo thc tar-barcels. 
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LETTER L 



X.VQHu, June 2t \Setnulk Year\. 

A» lashion has ccased to possess that local unifomuiy 
which coiitlitutcd it for so many persons a neccssary rulc 
of life, almost a law of Nature, and as womcn ar« free to 
choose a mode to thcir liking, so also erery man ein sclect 
that which best pleoses tum. 

Persons who arc nearing the period when there t* a 
sensc of gratificattun in blaming anything lhat ha* rhanged, 
consider iL a mark of bad taste tluit the hair ia no longer 
dressed on the forehead. the back-hair padded and raised 
up, the lower limbs isolatcd in a hoop of euggeratvd 
l»r(i|K)r!iims, and ihe feet eucased in shoc* wii'n vi iy Mgh 
hecls. Doubtles* ihcse venerable usages maintained a high 
Standard of morala, hin since womcn have so far perverted 
their taste as to Imitate the only nation which ever powessed 
taste, they have ceused to be raore broad than Lall, and 
having by degrees abandoned an arniouring of »Uel and 
wlulc-bone, Ihey have so far violated Natur« that tlicy tan 
eat and breatbc m their clothes. 

I %upposc that an improved toüct offends those who 
arc partisans of the oldtimc stiiTncss, the mode of the 
l'iOihv; yei I cannot excuse UWB for aacribing such 
rulicülous importance to c hang es which were meviiablc. 

Lct mc know if you have come across any new ex plana 
tioo of all that wc remarked in the pa»t concerning the 
declared enemiet of prevailinn moralv They arc almost 
invanalily inen who arc lhcm*elve* dcvoid of morala. If 
there arc othen who ar e dispoicd to blame, it ii at least with- 
out that warmth which I cannot help reguding as suspicious. 

It will not surprisc any one, that men who have Uifled 
with niorals are «alou» in lator lifo for their inaintvuance , 
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tu 10b kaalc* oi Ihcir morik. tfcc* dcapsae tbe «böte 

becaese jlewo< that sex bave had the akfa i f c oo( 

cfcaptse tbeam. Po— ibay tfaey arg t btaw iw« — »wäre of tl 

lättle bypocröy To a prater extem, *nd £ar 

mnnly, i« rrwli* from ihe defwarity of thor own taue», their 

own hahitml nrccMrt, and tbeir uxrtt desire I 

* fccriou* rcsätanoe, m> ihn ihcir vmruiy may be gntifced 

overcammg iL Et iii result of tbe »dea lhal oihcn luit 

proened by tbe tarne weaJKnewe*. and of tbe fear that 

may prore wanüng toward« them, a» ihey hart maoV otl 

wantinf in üiour of thenuelrea. 

Whcn, in the rourse 0/ limc, tbey have ceased to be 
interestod persona Ky in the riolation of alt rights, tbe 
intcrcM of Ihcir pawi^n*, which bat rtnr boen their onl 
law, becini to warn ibam thal thv saune rights will 
viulatcJ in their ropccL i"liey bave conlributeU to 
dcatiw lpjii ul Ihe rigid manners which once embaria*s«d 
them, and now cry out against the laxity which hai begun 
to rnaVe them anviotiv Thry jirr=»e*> wholly in vam ; whcn 
(hinf,* tlmt arc ^nod in thfrfiÄcl«* are rommended by this 
kmd of mfn, they fall tnto contempt ntther than reeeive a 
new »netion. 

Sonic of them, but no lew vainly, will argue that if thi 
now tvndrmn licrntiomn.^ 1! in Ik-ciiuc they have come 
to recogni« Itl dangr.il. The motive may be oocasionally 
sincerc, but il will not beaeeepted, bccAUse it iinoici 
true thnt in most cases the man who has acted unjuitty 
whcn il auited hin» during tht Hfil of ihe passions, adopts 
justice subscqucntly only thruugh personal motirca, and 
auch justice, morc shamcful even than his licence, in 
deipisrd mort because it II less hank. 

But that yotin« pcople »hould takc offene« at ftrst sighi 
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and unpnemeditatcdly about thfflgl which in llicn DlKnii ji>- 
plcaaant to thc Jens«, and of which they cannot naturally 
disapprovc until aftcr reflcction— that, in my opinion, 11 thc 
grcatcat evidence of real depravity. I am UtOflUhed that 
sensible persona ghould look 011 it &$ the final warning of 
Natura in revolt, testifying to her misconstrucd lawa in the 
inmost depth of thc heart. They say that corruption oannot 
cxCMd cciuin liniiu, and this reassures and consoles them. 

Thc contrary scems to mc ncarcr the truth, and I 
»hould likc tu have your opinion a» to whether I am alone 
in thisview. ! am not at all sure where the truth »ctuallj 
lies, ind will admit that many appearaiices arc against mc. 

My way of looking at it cannot well ne öther than the 
result only of personal experience. I do not study ot make 
syslematic observations, for which I ha vi." SO fnmlty. I 
reUcci u\ cliancc may perinil, and I iccall vfaftl 1 hftVt 
myself lelt. Wlicu ibu Icad» nie to examine what is 
outsidc my own knowlcdge. I look for my data in thc 
place of my greatest certitude, that is to say, in myclt, 
and as auch data arc free from aasumption or parado», 
thry hclp mc to discover not a little a» reßards wh:ii fa 
analogous or opposed lo them. I am awarc that there 
arc inconvcnicnccs for vulgär minds in anything which 
jfTecis the folly of their ideas. thc coarsencss of theu scusa- 
tions, and an invipid coneeit misusing everythin^ which 
doc* not th realen to icbuff them. I do not *ay that women 
who arc too free in their drei* are altogether exem[.t from 
Marne . those who call for no greater condemnation forget 
at least that they dwcll amidst thc crowd, and such folgst* 
fulnesa is imprudence. They arc not, howcvcf, tn qu&stioo : 
I am conccrncrl with thc scn\ation which the llghtncss ol 
their drapery may occa^ion in inen of diAcrcnt dispoiition». 
1 am nivcaUgatinu why it is tbat men who allow them- 
tel»es e?ery kind of licencc, who, f*r from rcsptrtmg that 
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whicti thcy iriin mortem y, rnakc it piain c»en t>y üivir 
convcrsiuon, that thcy arc unaoquainted with the roere roles 
of good tute ; who make no examination of their conduet, 
an*i yicld to the patting fancy nf ihc pBdBMfit ; ahould take 
it intn their hearfft tC dfeflOWM irukeeney whrrc 1 f*an dir.- 
cern nnne, and whrro reflection (taelf could teprove only a 
temponuy unsocmlincas. How is it that thcy traoe it in 
things which, taken by themselvcs and in their natural place, 
wem to clhcrs quitc simple, and might even prove pltraauiK 
10 some who admire truc modesty and not Ihc hyi»ocriiy 
Or superstition ol modesty. 

It is a fatal nuatakc to »et such great importanoe on words 
and on the otemal part of things. To bc acquainted with 
these mere phantoms even by soroe legitimste habit is 
enough to dissuade onc from confusinj; thrm with the 
things ihcmsclvcs, 

When a devotee, who, at biaiecn yeari old, would not suficr 
hcreelf tobeembracedin the coursc ofsorae social pastime , 
who at the age of iwenty two, on the occasion of her 
maniage, shrank with horror from the nnptial night, rccciTe* 
her director in her arms at the agc of twcnry-fuiir, I do 
not think that there ha« been hypoerlay and nothing ehe 
on her part, I am «ruck rather hy che folly of the preeepts 
which hare been instlllcd into her. She may bc guilty 
of bad faith, more e«peciaJ1y as a falee morality invariably 
debasev the fiankncss of the soul, and long constraint 
prompts to disguine and dupücity. Bul il" this failmg have 
a place in her heart, there ib far morc of foolishness in her 
head. Her mind has been falsined and held unceasingly 
in bondage to chimerical dutics, without fostering therein 
the sm-illcst scnlimeut of the real dutics, Instead of 
makitig plain to her the true end of things, shc has hecn 
aecustomed to refer everything to an imagmary end. Exact 
relabons are no longer pereeived, proporiions become 
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arbiträr)' I auscs and effects count Tor nothing ; und it is 
impowiblc to discovcr the true harmony of things That 
therc may !>c a r«ason for good and cvil ilocs not cvcn occut 
to her, outside the ru)c that has been impoaed on her, and in 
eonnretions other lhan those ohscure nmngoni*ms between 
her most secret hnbits and the impenetrabte will of the in- 
telligenccs who wish invariably the oppositc of man. 

Shc has been counscllcd to dose her eyes and tfaen go 
straiglit forward, because thai is the way of happiness and 
of glory, and Ihc only way thereto ; loss, terror, the abyss, 
eternal damnation, fill all the rest of Space, So she pro- 
eeeds blindly, and, following an oblique line, gocs wander- 
ing astray. It is inevitably so. Walk with cJoscd eye* 
in a Space that is open on all sides, and once you have 
lo*t your original ilircclinn you will in-vi;r wowr il, while 
frr>.|ur-nily you will not kimw that you liavc lükt it. Henc«, 
il Uic Joes not wake up to her error, shc goes aatray 
ntote and morc, and loses hersclf in füll confidence. If, 
however, she becomes rnnxrio»* of her mi*take, shc is 
diMurbtd and gines hcrsclf up for loat ; knowing no dlgltW 
[fl i vil t shc concludes that once her early innoeenceijsullied, 
ihat which she atonc eseeemed and knows not how to re- 
gain, she has nothing further to lose. 

Simple miixicd girls bave not infrcqucntly condueted 
tbctmclvcs with tho strictett prudence, albeit in complcte 
ignorance, and have hcld a ki» in boiror like a sacnlegc; 
but if a ki*t hc obtained from them, tliry ilunk that Ibcj 
have no longer anything left to defend, and yicld Ihcmielvev 
because they beliere that they hare alrcady yielded. *l"b«y 
ha»e never been instrurtrd in the lesaer or groater conse- 
queneet "f diiT.Tc-iii ihnij.: .. Tln-ir ciiucation has aought to 
pre»crvü them »olcly Irum the lu»t Uluc itep, as if it were 
ccrUm Üiat tlni wouJd never bc t&ken, OK that their pro 
toctoc* would bc ever at thcir side to restrain them all«r it. 




The devotee whom I have in my nlnd did noi atoid 
imprudenecs. but stood in dread of a phantom. !t Mio« 
natural!)* that when the altar gave her üccncc \o sleep 
with her huaband, the would stru^glc with bim for ihe 

I:: .1 FC*» ■■■■).. lud lifil ' •"]'. iftl ' VCM : ii ÜM^ Htt 

aDOtbCf who conver&cd with her on wlvjtkm and i!ic 
morühcaiiou ol the tiesh. When hei liand was kisscd she 
was alaxmed, but it was rocrely by bstfaot; aecustomed 
to thij, shc ii alarmed no longer at being enjoyed. Her 
ambition was to be ranlced among the rirgin* in hea?en ( 
bul nnw she is a virjjin no longfr, and BQCfag that tfafa i* 
past remedy, what does the rest matter? She was dcdi 
cated altogether to a Ucavcnly spouäe, after the esunplc 
of tbe Blesscd Virgin. Now shc is no longer her followcr, 
no longer the hcavenly bridc ; a man has possessed her ; 
shuuld UOdW man also posacsa her, ean it mattet so 
miich? As in the rights of a htiaband, they make but 
little Impression on her ; having never reflected npon such 
worldly matte», shc may well bc in ignorance of their 
cxistcncc ; it is at least quite certain that they do not eaer- 
cir.e an infiuence, because shc does not real i sc the nrason 
of them. 

She has indeed reeeived the command to bc laithful, but 
Ihe effecl uf tliis passes away, bcuiuse it bclongs to an 
i m der of things on which her mind has not dwelt, on whirh 
nhe would blush to commune even with hcrsclf. Onee she 
has slcpt with a man, her greatest cmbarrawmcnt is orcr, 
and should it happen that, in the ahsenor >>f btr hu:.l>:tml, 
a man more holy thun he has ihe skill to soothe her 
scruples in a momenl of desire or of need, shc will yield as 
shc yielded at her marriage \ she will cxpcricnce less tenor 
in rnjuyment ihan was the case with her first pleuures, 
because such enjoyment is no longer a novelty or one which 
cause* a gicat alieration in her State of life- A» she is not 





dhUurbed about material prudenec. nnd would I >r shoekcd 
at takitig precautions in sin, atcircumnpccttonand rcflcction 
ovcr äii acl which shc pcrmit* to her scnsos, but ihc tttfa 
of which her soul would rcpcl, it may Turthur happen flUA 
\hr will corteeive, and will often bc in doubl ot in ignorance 
at to whether her husband is the fatha of the child for 
whien *he tunke* him respfinsiblc Even if shc \\ «itnin 
on the point, shc will prcfei iü leavu hin» in error, providcd 
that the doeft not teil a he, Äther lhan expose him to falllnfl 
inlo a rage and thus offending Hcaven, or, on the other 
band, ctpose herseif to speak ill of her ncighbour by natning 
bfl *cducer, 

1t i% \Liy iruc that reihum, lietler understood, would 
not permit such conduet, nor am I »peaking against any 
religion. Morality, properly coneeived \ty all, would makc 
inen trulgjiut, and therefore truly happy and truly good. 
Religion, which is morality leir. reasoned, less demonstrated, 
IM COnvinced by the direct reasons of things, but suatamed 
by maivcla and ftUcnglbcnod and i f ■• ■■ latftd hf a divinc 
»anCllOli — rchgion, well undentood, would makc men 
pcifectly pure. If 1 speak ol a devotec, it » becautc 
moral error if nowhcre so great or so divoreed from the 
Iruc needt of the human heart an in the error? of the 
dcroul. I admirc religion ns it im^ht to btj as a great 
achievcm<-nl I adinin it ; rvrn in rdiiUiOB ;i|-.Lin:.i religio" ■-, 
1 do not wuli thnt thcir brauttes should bc denied, or the 
good ihat they have dt-signcd to do mistonstrued and dts 
avowed. 1 hose who aa thus are in the wrong ; ii a good 
that is accompliahed less good uccau»e it ha» not bt«n 
jx-riormei m ftOOOrdatu c wiih thcir prcdilections ? I^ct 
them cait about for the mcans to do better with less, but 
acknowledge the good that hos becn per for med ; for, 
aftcr all has been said, uiuuli hat becn aecorapluhed 
by religio». Such are a f«w worU» froiu my pfutoutm 
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of faith; we had, I ihitik. rcpirdrd nnrvlv« a» fürt her 
dividcd herein. 

If you would have mc absolutely return tr> my tust 
subjeet by a tranüiion aecording to the rules, you would 
place tue in an vxtremcly (fifieoft po&ition. But although 
uiy letlcm twar tOO imich |<wmbJ>H(f< to Ireatises— ihougb 
1 mite to you like a recluse ulkmg with bis friend, ju&l a* 
he dreams by bim«elf— I give you »arning tbat it is my 
Intention to claim all epistolary freedom when it suits mc 
lo takc advantage of it. 

Thosc men whnsc ilnm;;ht!rv. or ill chnsen rnjoyrnents 
have j>erv , erlcd their aflectiona and hrutaliscd their senses, 
to my mind pereeire only in phyuical love the grossne&s 
of their own proeuvitia , they have lost ihe delicious 
prescnlimcnt of pleasure- The nude oifcnds them betaute 
the inlcrval belwcen the Sensation which it awakes in them 
and the roarv apprtitc to which all ihnr mjuyuirnt i* 
redueed no longcr «ist« for them. Thai appetitr, when 
awakcncd wiihin them, would still please ihem, hy rcealling 
at least thosc obscure pleasures which arc sought for by 
senses that are lascivious rather than inflamed; but not 
having preserved true modesly, they have let disgust 
combine with their enjoynicnta. As, even in the abandon- 
menl of the Bensee Ihey have not known how lo diBtinguish 
the becoming from the unbecommg, they have had recourse 
to thosc femalcs who corrupt moril* by losing manners, 
and who arc contemptibte, not prccisely because they 
minister to pleasure but hecause they dennturalise and 
destroy it through suhstituttng licence for freedom. As such 
men have allowcd all the enchanting Ülusions to escape hy 
permitting things that are repugnant to delicate KOWi and 
by confounding things of an aliogcthes diflerent order ; as 
theii impnidences have been visited by fatal and repulst ve 
consequences, they have lo«t the frankness of pleasure wüh 



OBERMANN 



the uncertaimies o( desire. Their Imagination is hcnccforth 
cnkindled only by habit ; thcir scnsations, morc indccent 
th«n grecdy ; their ideas, more gross than voluptuous; 
thcir disdain of womcn — füll proof of the content pt which 
they have themselves deserved— all these recall the odious 
and perhaps dangerous part of luve. Its primitive charm, 
it$ grace which, Tor pure soiüb, is so powerful, all that is 
h and fcliCilous tiists no more für them. I In y 
have reached such a pass that they must have either 
wantons to iport with unrestrained, and with their habitual 
disdain, or womcn of eicessive modesty who can still 
imposc on them when no delicaey longer check« them, 
and who, not being womcn from their Standpoint, do not 
fill them with the importunalc sense of that which ihcy 
hftve lost. 

Is it not obvious that if a touch of freedom in dress 
displeises such pcople. it is because theii debased imagi- 
nation can bc moved only by something in the way of 
a surpriw? The explanation of their ill-humoiir I* lo bc 
sought in thcir vesanon at an tattptdty for feelmfl on nrdl- 
nary nnd simple occasions. They have no eye» for any 
things but thosc which, concealed prcviously, are suddenly 
d Iscover cd, as the man who is almost blind is made aware 
of the pmenoe of lsisfat only by an abrupt tninsition from 
dukness to a »tron^ glare 

Any onc who poascue» the nift of mttftht upon (juertions 
of moraUiy will he disposed to eonaider that ehcrcally con- 
temptible vornan is she who is scrwpulous and severe in her 
external conduet, while she is secTctly scheming, through 
many days of reflection, lo impoto on a huaband whosc 
honour or aatisfaction ia «takcd on her exeluaive |K)Me«aiofL 
I look upon a courtmn who preserves x ccriam dignity, 
>Oniethi»K of free ctioicc, ai»d c»j>ccially a spiee of loyalty, 
in fpitc of her over-free manners, as superior to such a 
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pcrson, whu laugh* will» Iki loWTiOd ndrculc* her bctraycd 

hoäbtod 

Wcrc men only sine«« in spite of their per sonal imercstt. 
their contrxrieties and their vieet, the earth might yet bc 
Uanlifull 

Wer« the mornlity whir.h ix prr.ached w theo» true, eonv- 
quent and free from exaggeration ; did il show them the 
gruündi of duty while pUHTtfag just proportions; if it 
tendcd only to their truo «nd, each individual nation 
would luve only to BMp El) < tu ck a handful of pcoplc 
wlii).'- IU-bftfainCfld braina fail to rcCnRniu; what in ju*t. 
They could be dealt with In mueh the »amc way .1 

Cdlfli and madmen, and they would not prorc \o tie 
D -ii MTÖUij for ihvrc are in reality few men who arc imper- 
vhhis to reason, though thenr arc many who know scaroely 
wlicre to iouk tut che truth ainulht ihe WUititudr 
errors which aflect to bear ils name. Kvcn when :h< ■ 
moet with it, it it aLmott past KCOgoltiQO on aceuun'. 
the awkwird, rcpcllent and even faUe light La ffhl 
is presented. 

Good that is usclcss, evi] lhat i3 ima^inary, virtues that 
are chtroeric.il, thesc and all mccrtiludcs ahsorb our time, 
our talcnts and our wills. as ihc mulmude of Miperfluom 
or contradiciory toils and carcs hinder, in a Aour:thin>; 
country, the pureuit of thosc which would bc uscful and 
could boas: of an invariable objeet. 

When the heart has ceased to possess true principles thcic 
is usually execssive punctiliousncss over public appearanc« 
and ihe duties of opinion; such misplaced »evtnty 
unsu spected witness tointcriorreproachw. " Byreflc« t 
says Rousseau, " on Ihe folly of our maxims, which never fail 
to sacrifice truc honest y to decency, I have come to under- 
stand why languago is rnorc vhasic in proportion to ihc 
giuaict Korruption of the hearl, and why rclined xnanners 
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are more cract in propfirtion as those who posscss ihcm are 
thc morc dishoncst." 

Tu havc enjoyed lictla may bc possjbly an advaniagc ; it 
i& very difficult for pleaaures to be related a<; U inn nlly, 
and yet to bc wilhuul admulure and without MUiciy. 
When alloycd» or when mcrely wcakcncd by habit whicli 
dispcls illusions, tbey no longcr occasion thc surprisc which 
«:vct warning of a felicity that previously was either dis- 
credited or uncupecied ; they no longcr take thc imagina- 
tion of man hryond what he ha* oinci'ivi'tf . rhry rmlfm|*(M 
cU-valc by a progression, the last term of which ha* bc 
come 100 familiär ; hope disheartened abandon» bim t.i tbc 
painful sciitimcnt of a plcosure wbieb eludt«, and 10 tbui 
oüicr sentiment of revulston which comes often lo free« 
pleasure. We are remindcd also too often that therc 
il nothing licyond, and thc happinc&s onee so dwclt ujKm, 
•o dftired, poasessed so fully is now but thc Amuacmcni of 
an hour and the pastimc of indiflerenec. Tbc cxhatir.tcd, or 
ai tea« aatiated, senses are no longcr kindlcd by a firat 
emotion ; they are dazzlcd no longcr in thc presence of 
a woman ; her churmi imveilcd no longcr tili tbcm with a 
"-al treruor; llic alluring exprewion of her dwtrvs 
Imports tiu luiigcr an uneapected fclicily to llic BW) ffhon 
fcbc lovet. He is familiär with the enjoyment »hich hc 
obtains ; hc can conccivc iti Dmitsj thc supernatural 
dement has passed out of bis deicht ; shc whom hc 
poaacaaet ia no longcr more iban woman, wink* hc lux 
himtclf [Oft all, for he can only luve hcnccforih with thc 
capacuics of a man. 

lt is indeed time that I ihould finiah ; the day 1» breakuiR. 
U you retumed yesterday toChcWl, yoii will tum hc d 
your fniit-treca. Aa for me, who havc nu Mich ocrup-ifion 
and am very littlc influcneed by a beaunftil mr>rnmy. «mec 
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I do not know how to employ thc dny which follow» »t, 1 
shall bctake myself to rat Whcn the dawn comes I am 
rsthcr content than otherwise that I have itill my whole 
night to ja«, and can thu« tnakc au e»y Uauaition to the 
afternoon, about which 1 uoublc vciy liltlc. 



LETTER LI 

PARI». Srftomkr 1 (VII). 

A eertain Saint-Felix, who was formerly a hcrmi: at 
Franchart in thc forest of Fontainebleau, is saidto lie buried 
in the vicinity of that monastery, under what is known as 
thc weeping rock, a vast boulder of ireeitone, with an 
apprournate cubical dimension of an ordinary room. In 
aecordance with the variations of the seasons, water tlo»s 
out copiously or distils tfrop by drop from this boulder and 
fall« upon a amooth eoneave atone, hollowed by thc tmper- 
ccptible but inressant work of the dement, to which special 
qualitics arc ascribed. Administered for thc Space of nine 
days, it proves a salve for the eyes of srnall childrcn. 
Those who are suffering froui an aflection of theso organc, 
or niay be troubled by them one of thtM day*, unj conve- 
quenlly brouyht tu this weeping rock, and at die end of the 
novena many go away cured. 

I can scarcely say why I am mentioning, on this partl- 
c uhr dny. a place which f have forgotten so long, but I am 
in dejeetion, and therefore writc I contrive to dispense 
with you in my more chccrful moods, but 1 have recouise to 
you in Mark moments like this. I know many people who 
would uke such aconfession aniiss, which is, however, thetr 
own concern, foi assuredly they will have small cause to com- 
plain f.' nie, as 1 am quite unlikely to have rccouree to rhem 
in the midst of my dejeetion. Fot the rest, my window has 
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becn open all night, and now it i* raoming— tranquil, mild 
and doudcd. I think, aftcr all, that I e*n gue<8 why 1 havc 
remcmbered ihi'a memorial of a melaneholic rdigion amirist 
thc mists and ihc rumours of the forest. The heart of man, 
bo active and yet so pcrishable, finds a kind of perpetuity, 
in that comtnunication of populär feelings by which they 
oic propagated, inercased und elcrnalised, so tu «peak. 
A booriah, unkempt, unintclligcnl hciuni, not impoaiibly a 
rogue, and in any case uselcss to thc world, summons all 
gencrations Xo his tomb. Iiy assuming to devote himvli 
to nothingness on this earth, he becomes thercon thc 
reipient <>f an immortal veneration, He says, in efleet, to 
men : 1 rcnounc.c all that is daimed liy ynur <U- \w ., I um 
imworihy to bc included among you. And ÜiU abncgation 
uplifuhim tothealtar, between Ihc Suprcme Tower and all 
the aspirations of humanily. 

Tl.- who arhieve« grcatnc*s I« expreted hy ihc crowd 
cither to takc hi* departure amidst some greai tiimnlt, 
or t Alternat ivcly, under some hypoeritical subterfuge; to 
proeeed by the way of thmr immolation or their deeeption, 
by insulting their misfortune or their credulity. The man 
who dcBtroy» thetn i» august, Iic who luuuliwes them is 
accounled vcneiablc. To nie oll thia u uujittaciil. I 
conlc»* thit I am strongly inclincd to aet the opimon of 
thc aages beforc that of the people. The posseuioa of the 
esteem of my feiend s and thc K^nera! goodwill I should 
aecount a rieccsaity, but a great reputation woutd I«; mercly 
an amu&eincnt ; 1 might own to a lutlc caprice in that 
direction, but not assurcdly to any pasuon. YVhat influenae 
on the fclicily of my day» can po*ubIy rciidc in a renown 
which i% nett to nothing white 1 live, though it may be 
inrreaaed alter my death ) U in the irroganec of thc Imng 
which pronounecs with so much respect the great namca of 
thc departed. I tail to distinguisb any very solid advantage 

P 
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in bemg subscrricnt for a thousind ycara lo Ihe r*snona 
Of (livtrn parties and all the caprices of opinion. It is 
cnough for rau if no tnic man can accus? my meraory ; 
all eise is vamtv. Chance deeidet it bot too orten, and 
still more frequenily the mein* displcaac nie- I wouhl be 
neither Charles XII. nor Pacöme. To »eck after gtory and 
to fflil in the height of humiliation | lo deserre and to lose it 
is perhap* mnurnful ; to nttain it is not the first cad of man. 

Teil mc whether the greatest names arc thosc of Just 
men. Whcn it is po&sible for us to per form good aaion«, 
let us do so for their own sake, and if we are cut off by our 
State of life from the opportunity of the greatei achievc 
ments, do not let us forego thosc «null thingt which find 
no recompense in glory. l-et us leave the incrrtiuides 
and rest satisfied with goodness in otwcurity. Pienty 
of men who «eck renown for its own sake will provide that 
motive power which rnay be needed in great States ; foroux- 
sclves let ui aim only at llie conduet whicli thuuld msune 
glury, and be mdirlcicnt lo Uic IhrllffTtt vi Ocatmy wUkJi at 
titiicd aecord it to happincss, refuse it at tun« to heioism, 
and dispense it so rarely to purity of Intention. 

For some dayä past I have cxpericnccd a profaund regret 
for simple things. I grow wcory alrcady at Paris, not that 
it is absolutcly distastcful, hut I oould never be aatiafioil in 
places which I am mercly passing through. This is also 
the scason which never fails to reraind me of all tfac sweet 
ness which tnigbt be met with in domesüc lifc, if two triends, 
at the head of two Mttfl -ind united families, povsessed 
two neighbouring homes in the heart of the green countiy, 
among woods, not over far from a town, yet sumeientry 
isolated from its inHtiencc. "i'he morning would be conse- 
crated to senous pursuits and the evening to thosc «nrles 
which are as iuteresting as iinportant oecupations, when 
che latter are not too anatous. I desire no longer a life of 
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complcte obscurity, forgottcn in the midst of thc mountain* ; 
things s^ simple hare ccased to content mc. Since that 
whirh Is luttc is denied mc, I wish for that which is morc. 
Thc persistent rcluctancc of my destiny hos increased my 
wants. I sought that siinplicity in which the heart of man 
reposeu; now I seek that only in which bis mind can also 
play a part I would not merely enjoy peace, but bare 
thc M!i*(aciion of setlling its terms. Where it reijjns uni- 
versally, iu acquisition would bc too easy ; finding every- 
thing that is needful to the wants of the sage, I should not 
have thc wherewithal to fill the hours of a restless spirit. 
Hcnrc X begin to scheine, to set eye» on ihe futtire, to thtnk 
of u lat*r age | I might kntiw even the passinn for lifo | 

I wonder whethec you jiay proper ittVtttofl to thosc 
nothings whieb interweave and weld together all the 
nv-mltcrs of i hou*chold and the friends connected there* 
with ; to thosc small detail* which oease to bc smnll from 
thc moment that we bet . hr*I \o :my of them, are 

coneerned about thcm and comblnc in thc attempt to 
attain them. During the first dry days alter winter, when 
th« sun warms (he urass and all are seated upon it, or 
when thc wynicn-Mk. ung in ROM »haduwy comer, while 
thc iiKMiri fchinc* bchind thc oak Ucc*, arc wc not just n* 
well off as \( wc were ranged in a ctrelc tabounnu *uh in- 
sipid phrasc* or immured m a box at the opera, whcre th« 
breath of two thousand humanitics, more or less doubtful 
u rtgard* ihcif health or cleanliness, bring» you out in 
moi« heat all ovet. Remcmber also thosc entcruining and 
recurring pursuits of a free life I lf, amidst advancing agc, 
we «eck them no longcr. we can at least enter into thcm ; 
we see how our wvrci ding to thcm, how our childrcn uke 
their dehght in them. Tne »iolets found with such joy 
and sought with such interest ; the stmwbcme*, black- 
berriea, hatcl-nuts; thc harveat of wild peara, thc gathenng 
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of feilen chestnau, of firapple* for the aotumn hcarth I 
Plcmnt aißoms of x more natural lifc I Felicttj of simple 
men, nmpltcity of favoured lands I ... I scc you oll, and 
tuu chtU me. You will aay : I eapectod a pastoral exdaina- 
tion 1 Wer« it better to utter une ©n ;lic quavvisn^i uf an 
operx-4iiigef ? 

Yoa atc wrong : you arc too rcasonablc. What pleasure 
hat it hrought you ? Ncvcrthelcss, I fc*T that all loo soon 
I mar become cqually rcasonablc. 



He has come. Who? Ut. He deserves »eil to be un- 
named. Somc day I think that hc may bc onc of uk ; tbe 
thape Of hi* head. . . . You laug» perhaj* also at that, 
and yet the proflle of hii nosc forma with the frontal line x\\ 
angle so barcly traeeablc ! As you will , let us leave all 
that But if I giant you that Lavatcr is an enthuaiast, you 
muxt JiimU in return that hu 19 not at least a dvtxrd. I 
iubmit that 10 di*covci the character, and ihe gdu, above 
all, of men in their Uneanierits 1* a coneept of genius and 
not a merr mockery of Imagination. Examinc the bead* of 
one of the most exccptional men nf modern timea. You 
know whom I mean ; when I sflw his btiftt ! ßiictted imroc- 
diately thot it was hc, ihough I had no other guidc than 
the likeness between what he had done and what I was look- 
ing at. Kortunately I was not alone, and this fatt counts in 
my favour. For the rot» 110 researchc« arc perhapt le*a 
suscepttble of the eertilude of the exaet seience*. Centunes 
hence, the character, the t endende«, the natural gifts may 
be known with some aecuraey, yet there will be always a 
üubility to error as regards that put of the character which 
i« modified üy accidental circumstances without having the 
ume or the power to alter the fealure* sensibly. Of tbe 
woxlu on this ditficuli subjeet, tbe fragments of Lavatcr 
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form, l think, thc most curious. I will bring them whh 
mc. We ran orcr them too lupcrficially at M&ervillc, and 
must read them afresh. I have no wish 10 add anything 
funhcr tili thcn, but I foresce that we shall have the pleasurc 
of discussing the subject at some length. 



LETTER LH 

PA«t5,CV**r9(Vil). 

I am exceedingly plcascd with your young tuend. 
Whilc 1 think that he will beeomc an amiablc man, I also 
feel sure that he will be anything but merely amiable. 
He is starting to-morrow for Lyons. You will rcraind him 
that he Icaves two persona behind him by whom hc will not 
bc forKOtten. Thcre is no need for speculaiion as to thc 
sccond ; she is worthy to feel a mother'fc love for him, 
but ii too amiable not to bc hersclf lovcd after another 
manner, while he is too young to foresce and aroid that 
taannatton which wnulil wtn entranec under ihe Rulse of an 
attachment that in itaclf fa so tcgitimate. 1 am not xorry 
that he is going ; you are wamcd, and will talk to him 
prudently. 

He justifies, as it seeim to me, all the interest that you 
lake in him ; and if he were your eon, I should congratulat* 
you. Your own would be hia age eaactly, and he hat no 
father sparcd to him ! Your son and hi« mother died 
bcforc thcir ttme. I do not scruptc to refer to thesc things, 
for old «orrow? may saddcn but do not torture us | such 
biltcrncu, docp but still a*suaj;cd and rendcrc«! bearable 
by time, becomcs to us as if nccesaary ; it makes us rcvcrt 
to our wayi of old ; it is pleasing to our hcarts which arc 
so hungry for emotion*, and seck. even amid»1 theit legrets, 
for thc infinite. Your daughtcr remains lo you, and she, 
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•o goodl 10 «wec:, «o intcrttuofc era* ai ihott «Ho arc oo 

raoie, ein fiÜ theif plmc lot you. Ht>wc?e* gteat uiay 
be your low«*, your mwfoftune is not that of the unfor- 
tunate, hui w>lcly Of mankind. If tho*e wbom you hawr 
lmt had hoen left you, ynm* frlicity wotild ha»c cue^rderf 
the measure which U aeeorded 10 the happy. YicJd, tbere- 
forc, to their tnemory thosc rcco'ileetions which ibey doe tfe 
so well, without üwclling too much on the wnlinaenl of 
irreracdi»ble low. Ctttrtt j»racc, chi-n\h ihc modcration 
of which norhing thould wholly deprwe * man, ind lympa- 
thisc with mc who im so dttided from yoa in tbis tespect- 

Rererting to him whom you bare designated as ray 
prottfge, I mirht «ay that hc is rather yovr own, bur in 
inith you arc more than his prorector, nor do I See itiat Mi 
father could hare dune Iwttcx IM hmi. Thi*, 1 think, bc 
realises, and, wbat is more, with no aßectaüon in tbc (cd- 
in«. Ahhough in our couniry sojoura we talked abtrat you 
in crery woodland eorner and al erery mcadnw end, he 
aeareely said anything of hla Obligation» t.iwaids ymi . Es 
me he had no nced to speak of them, for 1 knew you too 
weil ; to me it would have been wrang to »peak of them. 
I am not one of your fricndv At the sxme titne 1 know 

wbat bc wid to Madame T , with vbOtt I rcjicat lliat 

he wai dclightctl, and to you ihc u herteif most «tached. 

1 had alreadv adrised you that we «hould make eoe#- 
tinual cxoireion* in the enriron* of Pari*. I most gwe 
ym ;m ;i.. ::•.. . ,( ; ■ viwU, «o »hat you m»y reeeire a 
lengthy lettci before my departure für T.yon», *nd rnay no 
longer bc ablc to aay that 1 hare icnt you only ihrer line* 
in ihe courec <if the prcscni year, as \( 1 were a busy man 
of the world, 

Hc grew weary of Pari« rery soon. Tnough hit is the 
ige for curiosity, it i; scarcely of that kind which can ht. 
■ourished for »n indefinite time by a large city. He takes 
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Icw intercst in o mcdaüion Chan in a ruined chateau in (he 
forest ; ttaougb his mmnncra ore agreeable, hc will leave the 
choicest gathering for covert whcre therc »e plenty of game, 
and, hu dawntng taste for axt notwithstanding, hc will for- 
fljJtc * sunrise by Vcrnct vcry willingly for a fine moroing, 
and ihr most reah'stic landscape of Hue for the valea of 
Bievre or Mommorency. 

Vou arc cager to know what hos happcncd to us, and 
to heu whcre wc havc becn. In the fint place, nothing 
hu happcncd ; for the reit you »hall learn, but ai yet no : 
I have a fancy for the devioua. Do you know that h ll 
quitc within povululity that soroe day hc will lovc Paris 
though it does not atnract him now? It may bc possiblc, 
you rqily a hole coldly, and would tum toanother subjeet, 
Im! I Interrupt you, for I would have you conviticcd on the 

poInt 

It is not natural loi a young man of tcnsibility to carc 
murh for a capital, secing that a capital is not wholty 
natural to man. Hc rcquircs a pure air, a bright sky, | 
boundlcs* prospeet for wandering, adveniuring, hunting, in 
a word, (nr lihcrty. Hc is morc attracted by the laborioun 
tranquillity of farms and forests than by the turbulent luxury 
of these our prisons. liunting tribes cannot underctaod 
how a free man can bring htmvclf to the tillagc of the 
earth, and for our fnend, he u unable to coneeive how any 
one can imrnure himself in a town, and »tili lets how hc 
himself may one day lore what now he finds so irksorac. 
The timc will come all the samt when the mont lovely 
country seene— though it will always Im lovely in his eye« 
— will bc to him aa something that is alien. His attention 
will bc engrossed by a new order of ideas ; other censations 
will take naturally the place of thonc which now alone 
scem natural. Whrn ihc srnlirn.-nl of thinga factitioui will 
bc aa familiär to him aa that of simple thtngs, the laiter 





of bope Md fear 
wfaäcb tnfroaa and contane km. 

I must try «ad ftt bade lo roy aobjeet, bei I «ara you 
ihn 1 shall again break away witboot <afl ; I feri rery «eü 
diapoaed far iwifwwhlc ■rgwment- 

We rlcftrmänrri to trarel oo foot, a lainwfffciia; «back 1 
tnuch to hi* Utfe, bot fortunauly it waa oot al afl tat 
tnciinauoa of ha «ttvani, and tfeercfoc* to aro*d a 
CoMcntcd atteodaot «ho wooid havc toaVr« *d ov very 
simple airangements with cxceeding bad Rracr, I roend 
some eommissions for him at Pari«, «here »t left bim, to 
his do gretter catisfaction 

I im happy her« to bc ablc to break off aad in£oraa you 
Chat ralct» harc a lovc o( c-airaragance. They share «1 tbe 
naoufta* and advantages of thcii masters, «ich dock of 
their aniictica, but they do not »hart tbean so directly aa Co 
bc satiated, and Ihus ceaic to value them. Ho«, thertforc, 
could they do otherwise than likc them ? They have the 
secret of roakinR them minister lo their nnity. When the 
mastcr'fl carriaffc i* the smartest in the town, it is clcar that 
»ii. I.ir/jury i* a person of some importance ; and ■aUHllIng 
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him to be modestly disposed, he ean scarcely forego tbc 
pleaaurc of being thc chicf lacqucy in the diatrict. I know 
of one who waa overhcard remarking ihai * domcsiic may 
find food for Yinily in the service of a wealthy moBter 
juttt an a noble is honoured in serving a great king, and 
Steaks with pride of the kinc, my masler. This man 
must have taken lessons in the antc-chamber, and is lost. 

I simpty selccted from thc commissionaire* a man whom 
they could answcr for. He carried our small supply of 
lincn and other ncccssnry effecrs, was a convenicnce in 
many respects and a hindrance in none. Hc accraed 
perfectly contented to walk, without bring himscli, in thc 
rcar of thosc who fed him well and treated him still bettcr, 
while we, on our pari, wer« not sorry, in an espedttion of 
this kind, to have a man at our dispOial with whom it waa 
posaihlc lo drop thc tone of the maater without being 
compromised. He proved very uscful and very discrect 
oa a travcllinj; compamon. but onc who diU not lack 
courage occasionally lo walk «breast with uk, and even 
im pur. his Observation« and hit cuiiotily, without our 
feeling, bound to silcnce him and send him bchind us «ith 
a certain half glance of dignity. 

We set out on September 14 ; it was plcasint autumn 
wcather, and so continued, with little Interruption, throuKh 
out all our wandertnf;. Thc sky calm, thc sun wenk and often 
clouded, thc mornings misiy, thc eventn«* fine, the carth 
moiat bul thc roads clcaa ; in a word, thc mot-t favourablc 
of seasons, and plcnty of fruit every wberc. We were in thc 
best of hcalth and of spirits : hc, eagcr to sec and rcidy to 
«■Innre cvcrythinit ; I, well content to Ret e^crcisC »nd, above 
all, totravel haphaxard. Aafor moncy, many persona«»-* b 
the romanecs never appear to nred it s they rarry a retinnr, 
they prosecutc their emcrpnscs, they live everywhcrc, no 
one exactly knowing how they obtain thc mcans of doing 
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•O, aod Often when it » qoiw clca* Ibat they Caanot hare 
stich means 1 1 )ir pnvilcge is smdoahtrdly hijih, hni thetc arc 
mn-kecpera «ho might bc dispoaed to if norc it. And *o wc 
taought it best Co cany soroc funds about wilh us. Thos 
oothing im winung tu the one for his adequate amuse 
ment, to the other for an agrecable cireuit in ihe Company 
of the one ; wlule many poor crextum wen juit.y mrprised 
to find that pcople «hu wen* capending a utile gold on 
tlic» uwn pleatutc it*crv«d a fcw tous für Uiu noctis of 
the unfortunate. 

Pollow us on a map of the enrirons of J'iria J magine 
a cirelc haring for iti cenrrc the fine brid#e of Neuilly 
nca» and lying duc weit This eircle fs twiee bisetted 
by ihc Seine, and onee by the Marne. Set aaide the 
portion conipriied betwecn the Mirnc and the little tivtr 
of itievre; uke only the large cireuit which begins at 
the Marne, crowei the Seine below Pari«, and ends at 
Anton y on the Rirvre; yon will ihm han* IfpPHfcDlttfe 
the track which wc follnwcd in our visit to the mo*t ihickly 
wooded, prcitiest, or most passable secnea ot* a diwrirt 
which, without being in nny sense beautirul, ia reasonahly 
attrattive and diversified. 

In this mariner iwcnty days were cxpcndtxl at a coet of 
wmc eleven louis. Had we made Ihm excurinun m what 
might have Appeared some mnre cemvement mannn w. 
should hare been tied and frequently thwarted ; we ihould 
have spent niorc, and il would ecrtainly have been leas 
produetive of amusement and goiHl-humoiir. 

To biing too rigid an economy to bear on things of ifch 
kind i$ even a greater inconvenienec. It is bctier far to 
«ay at home than to dread at each hostelry the appearance 
of the bitl of fare, ind in ordering dinner to oontrtve in such 
a way aa to order the least that is poaaible. There ia an 
eod to all plcasurc, unless a certain ease and freedom are 
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hrought ihcrcto. It becomcs not mcrely indifferent, but 
disagreeable ; it raises hopes which cannot bc fulfilled, 
never turns out as it sbould, and. however little it 
ha« invulved in cate or tuoney, is al best a tacrifice für 
nothing. 

In my small »cquaintance with France, Chessel and 
Fontainebleau are the only placcs where I should consent 
of my free will to «eitle down, and of theae two Chcwcl is 
the only one in which I could wish to live. Von will hear 
of mc there before long. 

I have alieady told you lhat the aspens and birches of 
Chcsscl are not like other asjwns and other birches ; the 
chcMnuts. the ponds and the punt differ also from the rest 
of their apecic* Thcre tl»c »utumn aky i* like the sky of 
the fathciland. That museal grape ! thoae pallid aaiers 
which are now lovcd by both of us, though onee you did not 
care for them ! and the fragrance of the hay of Chcsscl in 
that splendid barn whercin we leapcd in childhood ! What 
hayl Whal crcam-chccac» I And Uicn ihusc DttgDjficttl 
heifera t How plcmantly the cheitnuts, poured frorn the 
sack, roll upon tlic Moor above my study 1 It scems like 
a sound of our youth. But pause. 

My friend, happiness is over. You hare your busines»; 
you hare a State of lifc ; your reason ripens, your heart, it 
ia trtir , hui I feel my own contracting. 

You luve no lime any longer for setting chestnuts in the 
ashes, they must be prepared for you. What have you done 
with our plcasures? Six days hence, in any casc, 1 shall 
be with you at Chessel : so much is deeided. 
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l.KTTER Uli 

Famouao, Afarrh n (VIII). 

What would have befallen mc in the absence of this in 
hcritance I an barcly speculate ; aisuredly I had no such 
expeetations, and yet I was morc weary of the preseni than 
concerned for the futurr. Amidst the tedium of Isolation 
I had -it least the pn vi lege of security, The fear (hat I 
might want for necessiües was scarcely pretent to my mind, 
and now that no cxcuic for tuch fear can in ony tensc bc 
inid to remain, I cxpcricncc how void it is for a heart 
without psssions to have nothing pleasant to perform, ;ind 
to bc fated still to ahidc among ntrangera, though possming 
the competence required for an eosy lifc. 

It was time that I took my deparlurc, for 1 was at onee 
bolh well am! very ill. I was in llie enjoyment of thoue 
ndvanugcs which so niany people seelt without knowirtg 
them, which others condemn out of envy, which ie would 
be diitrc55ing to bc deprived of in society, thoujth fcw 
plcasurcs nrc im pari cd by their possession. I am by no 
means one of tbose who retard wealth as despicable 
Without liuiiif, wu!i nothing to call for my management, 
free equally frorn dependence and embanassment, I had 
what suited me well enough in such a town as Lyons, a 
tolcuble lodging, horses, and a table at which I could 
entertain — shall I say?— my friends. In a Inn^e town any 
different way of lifc would have beert more wearisome, yet 
(hat one did not content mc. It might have offered some 
speciousness, had therc been any one to siiore it with tue who 
found plcasure thercin, but 1 am of those who m destmed 
to be c%-ct as if they were not. 

Wc used often to say that a rcasonablc man is not 
commonly unfortnnatc, supposing that he is free and has a 
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modicum of Chat power which is InpMtOd by mouey. 1 HB 
her«, notwithstanding, in Switxerland, without pleasure, a 
prey to wcarine«, and knowing not what resolution to take. 
1 havi- no fainily ; there is nothing to bind mc to the place ; 
you will not conic, antl I am uttcrly aolitary. I am not 
without a certain confused hope that thi& State of things 
will cnd. Since it ii possiblc for me eventually to ictüe 
down, I mu5t think about doing so, and perhaps the reit 
will MIow. 

Snow is still falling ; ! «hall iriuain at Fribourg tili the 
season is more advanced. You arc aware that the servant 
who aecompanies mc hails from herc. His mother, who 
livcs at Fribourg, is very ill, and ahe will have the consola- 
Uon of hia presence. Independently of llii«, for the next 
nionth or llicicabouLa, 1 am as well off heie as elaewlicre. 



LK'l PEK UV 

Famouao, Martk J5 (Vilij. 

1t was scaicely wuiil» while, you teil mc, to fursake Lyon* 
so foon and to takc refuge in a country town ; for my 
answer I send you a view of Fribourg. Though it is not 
altogether aecurate, and the artist has preferred to compose 
his teene rather than copy it faithfully, you will sce at lenst 
that I am in üicinidst of the rock«. To be-at Fribourg is to 
bealao in the country. The town is envifoned by rocks and 
is built, in faci, upon ihcm. Almost every sucet has a steep 
incline, but despite its inconvenient Situation it is better 
plannod than mo»t of the »mall town» in France. In the 
vitMuity, and even outside the gates, thete are tnany 
picturesque aml a few sorncwhat wild scenes. 

The hermitage termed the Madelcinc docs not, howerer, 
deserve iu notoiiety. It is oecupied by 1 species 
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fool who hu lurncd * half-caißt, finding no othcr folly for 
a reiugc. This man hu nevcr had tbu Bpirit of his con- 
dition ; in thc cxecutirc he «m not a nauiUrate, and in ine 
bcrmitage hc is not a hcrmit ; hc wotc thc hau tfcfel und er 
his oniccr's uniform, and he wcars tlie bussai's irouvcx» 
nndcr thc anchorite's gif h. 

The rode was well sclectcd by the fir*t founden. It » 
dry and in a good Situation. The penisteney of thc twi i 
who excavated it uruided is aauredly not ■ littlc rcniark- 
able. Yet ihis hcrmiugc, which is viiitcd by all Ütki 
curious, is among tho»c ihmft» which it unti no purpoae 
10 sce, and of which an adequate conotption can be 
for med by a knowledgc of its dimensions. 

I have nothing to teil rou of thc townsfolk, for I am not 
onc of thow who become gifted with the knowledgc of a 
people aftcr n few minutes' talk ii> onc or iwo of them. I 
am not a tiavcllcr by nature. 1 noticc mcrely a touch of 
| :..• oAd U&MI tB tlicir manneis ; the aniuiuc chaxattcrwtics 
aic eflaeed slowly among them. Men and place* Mfll wcar 
thc Ilelvelic physiognomy. Tourists scidom come here, 
for tberc arc no glaeiers or lakes of importance, and no 
monumenta. Thoae, notwhhstanding, who are vlstting only 
the wcatern parts of Switzcrlond, should at leui cross thc 
rar. ton of Fribourg at the base of its mounüins [ ihc low 
grounds of Gcneva, Morgcs. Yverdun, Nidau and Anet 
arc not Swis« Ät »11 ; tncy are likc thc low-lying Unds of 
othcr countnes. 

LETTER LV 

Faiaou KO. MartM je (VIII). 
] pereeire as oF old thc charm of a beautiful acene, but 1 
feel it less, or thc way in which I reel it is no Innrer 
iumeient for me. I could rather say: I rrmember that 
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thia is bcauliful. In thc patti also I turned away fram 
place» that wac lovciy, but ihen it was Ihrough impetu- 
osity of longing, thc disquietude begotten of thai whicli is 
enjoyed alonc, and Ihat it was possible to possess morc 
complctrly. To-day a^aln I leave them, but it is because 
of thc wearinc» of thclr aüence. They do not ipeak loud 
enough for me. That which I would sce and hear is not 
to be wen or heard, and I am conscious that having failcd 
tc utterly lo find mytcU in outward things, 1 am Coming; to 
'.uch .i |uss that I -:c;ise lo find mysclf il ttpMl£ 

I am beginning to loolc upon thc phyuically bcautiful A* 
upon mor.nl illusions ; all grows pallid imperceptibly, as grow 
it mint. Thc consciousness of what is rinibly agrccablc 
is only thc indireet peroeplion of an intellectual harmony. 
How nhould I nnd in outwnrd thinys ilmsc emotion« which 
are no lonvjer in my heart, ihat vloquence of th« pauiont 
which 1 possess not, ihose still sounds, thote tianspoils of 
hope» those aecenti of ihc being who enjoys, thc alluremcnt 
of a world henceforth renouneed ? 

LETTER LVI 



All must end incvilably ; »Iowly and by gwdltfOM only 
6oti mm Edctmm bii betog nd ita Um hbc Borna bc 

must toic It. 

1 respond no longer to anything except that which is 
extraordinary. I nced romantic sound« beforc I bcyin to 
hear, and norel rights if I am to remember ihat which I 
loved in an carlier age. 




Thb Math* or Sciiwaktt in, 

Thc unnw hos mclicd early frnni ihr roots of thc moun- 
tains. I am going to and fro in seurch of a dwcllini;, and 
rcckon tu tarry here some two days. Thc Valley is imootn, 
and the tnountaing ;u>: stcep frorn thc vcry basc ; cncom- 
passcd by put uro, pincs and waters, it a one of thotc 
Bolitudcs which I lore, and il is a fair season ; yet thc 
hour* arc long. 

Wc have spcnl somc pleatant onc» by yuur pool of 
Chcsscl. You found it too smoll ; but herc whcre thc lake 
is well encloaed, and its expanse considcnblc, you would 
lose palicnee with thc keeper of thc baths. Hc takes in a 
number of mvalids during thc sutnmer, for whom exercisc 
and somethmg tu white away the liine rnust bc boih 
necessary, and yet hc has no boat, IhouKh the lake is füll 
of fish. 



LETTER LV11I 

Afa? 6, nwwy. 

Hcre as elscwhcrc, and perhaps rather more than eUc- 
whcre, thero are fathers of famtlies who continuc firmly 
persuaded that a well-conducted woman ahould barcly 
kiiow how to read, since those who bclieve tliat they ean 
write forthwith indite Icttcxs to lovers, wlule, on thc oibcr 
band, bad writers do not luve lovcre at all. Furthennorc, 
to insuie iheit dxughters tuming out good housenives, 
knowledgc should be confined preferably to thc making of 
good soüp, and keeping stock of thc kitchen linen. 

Notwithstanding, a husfcand whose wifc has no other gilt 
than thc preparation of froh and sali broth is apt to grow 
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bored, to Icel wcary o( home hfe. and 10 contract Lhc hjibit 
of »bsenting bimself- Hc is nlienated thc morc quickty 
when his wife, thus forsakcn and thus engrosscd by housc- 
hold cares, hcrsclf bccomes sourcd in dispnsition; hc cn<1* 
by being always away whcn she has passed thirty ycara of 
agc, and. arnidst so rnany opportunitics of expenditure, by 
di&sipating elwrwhere the moncy wliich is essential for bis 
liiiuiiiiiiiv frum wearincss, but which also would harc rnarJc 
ihings easy ai home. Distress enters, ill temper mercases, 
and thc children, left inv.1ri.1bly with their discontented 
roother, wait only for the agc of escape, like their father, 
frum the wretchedness 1 >f (hat ilomestic liic, lo which parents 
and children might have been attached cqually, hail u 
sweeter disposilion in the woman established, from her 
youth upwards, a raoie cheerful spint (herein. 

Such little drawbacks are aeknowledgcd by family men 
of thii Wind, but wherc is it otherwise, they would arguc? 
Besidcs, we must also be just, and confess that there 1» 
some comjKinsation, for the saueepans are always bright. 

These excellent housewires know prccisely the number of 
ttitche* which theii daughtcr» shoukl Um in an liuvjr, and 
how rnany candlcs ihould bc buint alter sup|*ei in any 
wcll-rcgulated domicile ; they conespond well enough to 
thc re<]Uircmcnts of certain men who pass two-thirds of 
their days in drinking and smoking. The chief considera 
tion for tbese is that they should not be com pell cd to de- 
vote roorc hatten to their house and their childicn than 
they spend crowns in thc alc-house, and, for the rest. ihey 
harc roarried to «eure a first-rlass servanl. 

In home» where thc« pnnciples ottain, few m Images 
are dissolved, becaute nobody willingly repudiatcs 1 drudge 
who looks well a/ter him, reeeives no wages» and has brought 
him a dowry ; but seldora also do we find thc sort of Union 
which confets hippiness on lifc. is adcqtiatc to ihe needs of 
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a man, aml dfoprnsr« him fmm «eefcin/ eliewhere foi 
enjoymcnts ihat are leaa rc.il, and to whtch undcniabk 
disadviintagci attach. 

'ITic defendens of th«e principlei are ur*ble of CiUng 
Ihc ftlcnder intinucy which characteriaa* Bttriuges in 
Vxut, and olhci tiuunage» in place» which are hke Puv, 
u if thc rcasons which raake such inümacy oat of tbt 
qucstion in capttal«, whcre conjugal mdoB Bl noi thought 
of, could obiain in an nltogcthcr diflctvnt w*lk of 
and in places where such imimacy would »pell Iclicny. 
Thcre lt is piciable to remark Ihc Isolation o< ihe two 
sexcs Nothing is to sad, abovc all for wocnen. wbo hart 
so hulc in the way of compensation, for whom thcre are 
no pleasurablc h»urs and no place* of rclaxation. Rcbufled. 
soured and reduccd cithcr to a rigid econom? or to a Hfe 
of muddle, they »et themselvcs to follow the routine with 
moTusenec;, and eren through spite : thcy meet amcm; 
thcniHrlv« but Beidom, and becora« devote« bccausv 
thcy know no place of refuge but the church. 






LETTER LIX 

/..-,. ■'•. iiiiTKAii M Ottir*n, 
M.iy aa. 
By two o'clock bchold u» alrc.idy in th< woods in queai 
of strawbcrriei. They covered thc southern slopes, and 
thougb many wcre barely formcd, thcre werc yct ■ goodry 
number which lud sdready die bloom and frognaaec 
of maturity. The strawberry U onc of the awectcst 
of natural products. It is plentiful and wbolcaomc so fcr 
cven as the borderi of the polar tonet. 1 retard rt aa 
among fruits what the violei is among rtowera — dehghttul, 
benutiful and simple Tts odour ta dilTused by the light 
brrath of the zephyrx, as that hrcath riutully penci rate* che 
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leafy archc« oC thc woodland, atirs gcntly among thorny 
thicketi, or liftt and ujun» ihe bindwecds dinging lo ihe 
high trank*. It is bome abroad into ihe dcnsest umbrage 
by thc warm air nf the morc opcn ground, wherc the 
strawberry also ripcns ; iE hlcnds wilh thc moist frc.'.hrtcis 
and scems to cxhalc from moss nnd bramble, Sylvan 
hannonies, yc are made up of such contnsts 1 

While thc Itb of thc brecic was almost imperceptible in 
thc Oc*h and *hady solitudes, a rough wind w« MiftHft| 
frccly ovcr thc summits of thc fir trees; thctr hranchc* 
ihivcred, clashed and interlaced with a romantic sound, and 
the topmost twigs, scparating cvcr and apain in thcir sway« 
ing t rcvcalcd to us Ihcir pyramidal crovrns, made splendid 
by thc ladiance o( day and glovring wilh all its fires, abuve 
the ihadows of that silent seil from which their roots drew 
nounshment. 

Whcn our baskets wert fillcd wc bade good-byc to ihe 
wnod"«, some all gaiety and thc rest content«! Wc pro- 
ecedcd by narrow paths ovcr mcadowa enclosed by hedges 
plantcd ihrough all ihcir length with wcll-grown wild 
ehernes and Uli wild pean>. Land which is »tili patriarchal 
whcn man hat crated lo be 80 I Without prccisoly experi- 
ciic.mg plcasure, I was. still at my ca*e. 1 taid to tnytclf 
that pure delighu arc in a icnse merely uated ; thai 
economy in enjoyments is, so to incik, thc industry of 
happinesi ; that it is insumeient for a plcamirc lo be merely 
free from remorse, or simply without alloy, in Order lo bc 
truly pure ; that it U remiihite further that only enough of 
it ihould be acccptcd to pereeive itt llavour, to nounah the 
hope conceming iL and that one must know how to rc- 
icrve for other day* its matt alluring promitc*. To proloog 
enjoyments by eluding desirc, to refrain in any way from 
Jiaiing a joy, tr> forbcar from ethauftting life — in all 
thU there it l vesy refincd r*pture. Wc do not properly 
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cnjoy the prcscnt unkss we look fonraxd to * rature mbteh 
will at tost bc its «juaL. and »c Ig«« »11 tupf»«»» if «e 
aeefc lo t* ab*olutcly happy. Ihn Law <rf Naltarc oonatt- 

tutes thc inexpressible chanus cJ & ni« love. A ceUio 
tardiness is essential to our enjorsDerats, a continuity w 
theirdcvdopmcnt and » rrmm taxiicrc** ahont thcir tarnt. 
VV> noed romtant plrasun* raihcr than aeute and transicnt 
emotion», thc imnquil posscstston »hieb is sdkasrfficierit in 
iu domeatie peaec, and not thju fever of dcfcghr «hieb, 
with a coruuming intoxicalion, dcslroys by thc repletxm of 
our hearts> outweaned by iu repetit iuris, iu lcothingt, the 
empitneaa of all iu hopea and the exhaustion of its mnumer- 
ablc fCRrctt. Hut ought cren our reason to dreftm, tu thc 
midit of a restless seciety, of that felicrty independeot of 
pleasurcs, of that repose so ill undentood, of that constant 
and simple well-bcing wherein enjoyment ceaae* to bc 
thougnl of, wlicrc liiere is no lunycr any nexd of desire? 

Such ahould bc thc beart of man, but man bas tränt- 
formed his life ; he has denaturalised his beut, and eoloual 
shadows have mtervcned to weary his desircs rxcausc thc 
natural proportions of true beinR» have seemed too precise 
for his fooliah grandeur. Social vorteilet frei}uently n 
me of the overweening pucnlity of a prince who ihoufh*. ii I 
great achicvcmcnt to order the symbol of autoeraey io bc 
cmbUuoned with lamps on the rast slope of a mounuin. 
We have also emblaxoned the mountaint, but our labours 
have becn on a leaser seate, thc Performance of our owo 
hand« and not the work of slaves ; me have not hid 
masters to reoeive, but friends to place. 

A deep ravine borders the castle-woods an«l ii bnllowed 
amonj; preeipitous and savage rocks. At the top of thesc 
rock«, and m thc heart of the forest, there would appear to 
have becn iiuainci in (he past ; the shtip angles wbich thc 
cxcavation» onginally Iclt have been rouoded by time, but 
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i kind of enclosure remains, fonning nearly the half of a 
hcxagon, and large euough to hold some tax ur eight pertons 
wich ease. After eligbtly levelling the stones wLvich form 
the tloor, and improvising thc bench designed to icrve as 
thc buffet, we contrived a circular seal of large branchvs 
covcrcd wiüi leavcs. The table was a plank mounted on 
log* left thcreabouts by the beceh-cutters. 

All this had bccn preparcd in the morning, but the secrct 
was well kcpt, and, laden wiih strawberries, we conducted 
our hoBis into ihis wild and unfamiliar rctruat. Thc 
womcn seeincd overjoyed at discovering thc convcniences 
of an elegant simplicity encompassed by a iccnc of terror. 
Branche» of pine were lighted in an angle of the rock over- 
hanging the preeipioe, which was rendered less aflrighting by 
the foremoM branches of the becch trees. Spoons of box- 
wood fashioned aftcr the manncr of Koukisberg, glasscs of 
fine porcelain, baskets of wild ehernes, were ranged inform- 
ally on ihe stone buffet, reinforced by platefuls of clotied 
mouniam cream and bowls of that second cream which 
terres for coffee and» with its slight flarotir and perfume of 
uliis.md», i« taid tobe only known in thc Alp». Dct-antcrv 
Glied with swceicned water siood ready for thctiKwbcsric*, 

The coffee was not ground or eren roasted. Such caic» 
are fuly relinquished to the women who, as a rule, prefer 

tO hftV*.' char -i- nf them, !.. < .r ::;i;y rCAÜS« kccnly (hat WC 

mu»l prc|«ire otu own cnjoymcnti;, and raun owc, porlinlly 
al Icait, 10 oursclves that which we desire to posse» 1 A 
pleaaure which offen of itsclf without bewg to some exu-nt 
sought out by dtairc not inlrnpicntly lote« iu grace, » a 
good thmf too long awaited muuea also frcqucmly (he ruht 
niomeni on which its ment depends. 

All was prcparcd, all scemed io have bccn foreseen, and 
ihe coffee was on the point of being made, when the 
simplen of all the rc<|Ui»iteii pmved to be wanting. Thei 




Vm mrwüf, I (eil to Ai—ing mevi of experieacinf 
ptaHHf«. */Vie it Trry litik thst I ttaOf reqcine, bat ] 
»MM tKM taut loUm tunnociy. The 
|i(«*ft*M »ouWfto« «tr*ctmc iftliwocd 
im, 4*3 üw fechtet o* unbfcmttiKd ca/utnc 
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fo» »11 my ctesircs Simplicity w henc« my neccssity | Uns 
alone 13 harmonie. To-day thc seencry was too beautifuL 
Our picturcaque dining-hall, our rustic hcarth, a snaek of 
fruit and cream, our txansicnc familiarity, ihc song of a few 
birds, and thc wind continually Hinging fir lcaves into our 
cups — thcsc wercenough. But the torrent in the darkness. 
Üie far-away ruwours of the mountains — these were too 
much. Yct il was I ottly who hcaid. 



LETTER LX 

VnitNEtivit.y*« it iviii). 

I havc just rcturncd froin a pilgrimage through mott of 
the habitablc Valleys bclwecn Charmcy, Thun, Sion, Saint- 
Maurice and Vcrcy. Hopc did not prompt mc to takc it, 
nor did I dr> so io admirc or to enjoy. Once again I havc 
seen tho*e mountains which I behcld nearly seven yenr» 
ago. I did not takc back tu ihcm that impulsc of an 
ige which sought so caucrly tbcu wild bcauties, Thc old 
names di&Linj^uish Lhcin, and 1 best also thc saiuc J I thruw 
rnyself on thc Strand ueax Chillon ; I listcncd to thc waves, 
and yct atfain I sought to interpret thcir voiees. Thcic 
in that same spot whcre I had tarried of old, that Strand so 
beautiful in my memory, thosc waves which France does 
not know, and the hieb mountain »uimniu and Chillon 
and Ix-man, havc Caitcd to impress or to utisfy ine. I was 
tbcre as I bave been elscwhcxc ; I may icvmt place*, 1 
cannot resturc limc*. 

What manne: of man am I now ? Wcrc il not tor the 
consciousncss of an arder, for thc desirc to bc still of $omc 
good, 1 »hould condude that thc eonsciousness of enernal 
tbm£t i» already cxtinci. and that all which within mc con- 
neet* wuh erdend Naturt baa ceaaed to bc. 

Von «9 not expoct faom mc a histoncal sUtcmeui or 
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the ikacripüo&s of so o b — c Wog travotk* dcaijpcd foc ibe 
inuucticn of huoself und ibc fcoeral improrcmcoc of fco- 
graphical kcowkdge. A rceluäe will »caicety döccmae to 
yoo of human society, which you frcqoent more tWa hänaeut 
He will not hm advcntnrt* to rtcownt er i'-c romaoee of 
•- lo imfolil. Bat this which ! eaperienee Icentinoc to 
rmp*n t u agreed, becau&e it is with mc that 70a Are familiär 
and not with that which environs me. When »c cccmic 
wich one anotHer it is about ourcelTes only, foc tbcre ■ 
noihing morc neat 10 0*. Il occur* co mc •orcctimca wiih 
»urpriie that we did not live together ; there i» a ceruin 
contradiction and something of impcasib.lity about a. An 
oecult deuiny must havc drawn mc to «eck far frcra you bot 
T know not what, «fett it was open to Ott to rcanaän whcre 
you wert, but forbidden to take you away with me, 

l can scaxccly say what necetsicy has recalled me tato a 
rCjjion in which, although »et apart from the common, I find 
beauty no longcr. nor yet can find myscH- Was not cm 
tendency to think and to feel in common actnally my fore- 
tnott roquirement ? Wai it not indispensable that we ahouW 
dream apart from all on that great ogiiation which bollow* 
in the perishablc heart an abyss of longing mcapobic of 
being füled, as it wuuld teem, '»therwi«: than by imperish 
ablc thinn* ? Wc taucht oureclve* to sinilc at that irapulte, 
ever aidcni and etcr deeeived ; we ipplaudcd that %ki!i 
has made capital out of it to prove m immortal ; we 
•ouKhi aealously for examplcs of the grossest and moat 
powernil illusion», so that wc also mighi \k persuaded that 
death itself and all visiblc things werc tat phontoma, and 
that intelligcnce would bc prolongcd thiough some divine 
dreuiu. Wc abandoned ourselves with a species of bu 
ence and mipassibi'ity to forgetfulncss of the things of caitb, 
and, inthc unisonofourtwo souls, we picturedthe harmony 
of a d'vinc world ronct-alcd tinder the vesture of ihr nsibfc* 
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Hut oow I am alone, with nothing to austaln me longer. 
Four days sincc I roused up a man »ho was pchshing in 
thc snow upon Sanett. His wifc, his two childreo, all 
dependent on htm, and of whom he appears to be truly the 
husband and father, as wcre the patriatchs of old, and as onc 
is still in tbe mountains and the dtttfta^ all thice, cthauticd 
and half-dead with fear and cold, wcre calling tc htm imong 
the rocks and over thc edge of thc glacicr. At length we 
eamc to them. Imaginc a wife and two childrcn happy I 
and all the rest of thc day I breathed as a free man, and 
there was an unwonted elasticity in my step. But since 
then thc tarne silcnce ha* environed nie; nothing trampire* 
to render mc sensible of my e*»steoce. 

Hencc I have been secking through all the Valleys to 
acxjuire tome isolated pasturagc which will yet t>c ca*ily 
acremble, moderatcly dement in temperature, plcanantly 
situated, watered by a stream, and within sound of a 
torrent or the waves of a lake. I have no wish for a pre- 
t'.-ntious domain, but soraething good-»ized .ind of the kind 
which is not met with in thc Khone valley. I want also 
tu Unld a tnnlicr limine, whirh wil! Ijc casicr hetc than in 
thc lSas-Valais. Wlicn I luve settled, 1 «hall go to Samt 
Maurice and Charrierc*. I am not anxious to do so at 
present, in casc my natural indolcnee and the attachment 
to placca which I form so casily, \f I have any atrtaction to- 
watd» them, *hould tempt mc to remain at Charrierc*. T 
prefer to sclect a convement Sit* and then tiuild aftcr my 
own fashion, with thc view of Locating rnysclf for a Urne, or 
perhaps for always. 

Hanu, who speaks thc patois and knows alio a httlr 

OHM of thc Oberland, caplored the Valleys and higfc 
w»ya, collcctinx Information in thc viliajt«. For mr*eM 

1 procoeded from chalet lo chalet acrots thc moun 
and through place* which hc wn :uvt 








pMS, tbough he is more robust tKtn I am am! mar* at 
burne io the Alp*— place«, lct rae *dd» which I should 
Bot fcave attcmptcd rapelf n" I bad not bot« alone. 

1 Iure iCKimJ an c»Ulc which woulU 8uit nie tu adtuintiga, 
bat 1 am aot suie lhat I can acquire it ; ihcic arc threc 
owner». hro at La Gniycrc »nd tbe third at Vevey, and thts 
laat, they say, has no intenüon of vcllinj^ but I requirc tbe 
wholc notwithsTanding. 

1/ you know of any new map of SwiutTtarui, or off a 
topographical chart ot iomc of its -Jivinona, pcay send it 

00 to tne. Anyihing obtainablc herc » esxcedingljr fauky, 
though 1 know tbat recent map» arc oftco vrry carcfriily 
cxccutcd, marking ihc coaition of many place* wilh Co©- 
atocrable eueutude. tt muit be eonfeaaed t!"ii very ffew 
countries arc so difrlcult to sunrey. 

I have thought of attempting myaclf a survcy of the 
srnall area comprised between Vevcy, Saint-Gingoupb, 
Aigle, Sepey, Etiv-u, Uoot-bOfftCI and S*»ii*alci. always 
supposing that I secure the cvjitc I meution, ncJf the IX-M 
de Jamant, which would bc tbc apex of rny prmcipai 
triangle* I hare pTomiaed myMlff to whfle away in tfc» 
labotir the restless season of best and fine weather 1 
should bare undertaken it neu ycar, but ihia I ha»e now 
renounced. Whcn all the gorges, all the further sides and all 
poinu of view are familiär tome in all their deuils» nothing 
will be left for mc to find. It is fax better to reaerre tbc 
wie mcans of escape from penods of tnlolcrable «caiincts 
by losing myself m new placea, aecking cftgerly for thin*» 
which do not interest me in any sense, clambenng the 
most dirficult peaks with real for the venneation of an angle. 
10 raakc surc of a line which I shall forget aftonrards, that 

1 may retum and observe it as if 1 had really »ome purpoac 
in riew. 
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LETTER LXl 



SAi»T-SAriioiiiH, /um 26 (VIII), 

1 do not refjrct having brought Hantz with me- Teil 
Madame T. that I send my thanks for her gilt. Hc seemt 
to nie frank and suficeptible of attachment. ICc Is in- 
telligent also, and plays on tbe hurn with tuure skill than 1 
«Itould have expected. 

In the evening when ihe moon has risen I Charter two 
boats. In my own I take one oanman only, and when we 
have got well out upon the lakc there is a bottlc of winc 
jirovided for him on con.lition that he »iti »tili and Rays 
noilutig. Hanta oecupies the «ccond boat, and the rowers 
thcrein gently dip theit oar* m the waler aa they paaa to 
and fro at a liulc distance in Iront of my own, which reau 
without motion or is swayed soltly by the light swell of 
the wavea. His hörn aeeompanie» him, and two Gcrman 
women sing in concert. 

He is an cacellcnt man, and onc whom I miist bind to 
my intcrests, ashehas alrcady discovered that his Situation 
is tolerably advanUigcous. He assures me that he has no 
further anaiety, und (hat hu hupe» 1 »hall keep him always. 
I think that hope i» well fmiudcd. Why phooU I foregu tbis 
my solc advanuge, the Service of a contented man? 

Kor ceruin intinutc acquainiances I once renounced the 
onty resources which I posseased. To rclinquish to one 
another those who wem cd to find some felicity together, I 
gave up my only hope These and yet other aaerifioc* bav« 
produced no good reault, but hexe is a valei who ts happy, 
and yet 1 have Jone nnthiog foi him beyond creaim^ him aa 
a man. 1 eateem him because such treaimcol has 00t caused 
him sorpme, and hc regaxdi it *o simply that he is unlüui? 
to abusc iL Besides u is not true that kindneas cxd 
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produect in*olcnee; it :• w*aknm which doe» «o. Ilutl 
ja fully a»are that 1 ulk to him tomcwhat confidcntially, 
hut he realiscs quite u fully rh*i 1 ksow how to «peak ai 
a mutrr. 

You wyuld not susptct him of rcading the " Julia" ot* 
Ruu*iriy, but, au wo rywcd ycotarday ovet to thc Savoy 
»ide, he exclairoed: "Uni thcii u Meidend" Tb« 
inddent need not distuib you; reniember that hc i* 
devoid of prcicnsiona. Hc would not bc with mc if he 
had thc Bpirit of thc ante-room. 

Thc harroony of «ounds abovc all, by uniting an unde- 
ßncd ciienuon to a sensible yet vague motion, imparts 
to the toul that percepüon of the infinite which it believr* 
itsclf to pouess in titne and space. 

I confew that it ü natural (or man to icgard himself aa 
ic« bounded and finite, ab Mimet hing %rt*txt than bis 
pMBBC lifc, when some sudden pcrceptüin unvnl« ihc 
enntrasts and equilibrium, rhe mtcrehainment and öfpmi- 
aation of thc universe. This pereeption manifest* like thc 
diseovery of a irorld which hc has yet to explorc, like the 
initial glimpse of that which may be one day fully diBcloacd 

to liirn. 

I harc a picfcrcnce lot longi that arc m a lauguagc which 
|| tiuknown to me. Woids otherwise mal in my esuinaiioo 
the beauty of the air. or at Icast deinict from iti effect. !t 
i« »carcely poniblc that thc idcai which thcycxprru should 
aecord complctcly w:th \Uou- which the «ounds impart to 
mc Mureover, ihc German accent has ioincthn^ pecu- 
luitiy roiuantic Slurrcd and inJcterminalc lyllahlcs do 
not please me in music Our mute e is disagrccablc when 
thc song foicei it to obttude, and (he u»cle»s »yl.able of 
(. ;im;mc rhymes 1? rendered almost alwaya in a fato and 
ejatmg manner, because, in fact, it is aJmo« impoMihlc to 
produce it otherwise. 




I am verj fond of the blending of two or more »oieea; 
it leavcs all its power and all its aimplicity to the mclody. 
As for scientific harmony, thosc bcautics are unknown to me ; 
i-'-ti belüg schooled io inusic, I du not enjoy what dcpcnds 
only uii art or cm difficullics. 

The lake it exceedingly lovely when the nioon whitens 
our t wo sail* ; when the echoes of Chillon repcat the notes 
of the hörn, and the rast wall of Mcillerie eontrasts its 
d.irkness with the soft luminosity of the sky, with the 
glanung lights of the walers ; when the wares break agaitut 
our dufting Uoal* ; when their far -away roll is audiblc on 
the countless pebblcs brouglit down by the Vcvayse from 
the mountains. 

You who have the gift of enjoymeni, wby arc you not 
here to ttaien to thcie two women'* voiee* »oundinft in the 
night over ihe waters? For myself, I must leave all. I 
like, notwithstanding, to bc warned of my losacs when the 
aufftcre beauty of scenery prompte me to forget how vain is 
all in man, even to his regrets. 

Pool of Chessci 1 Our nodtdogl t'icre were Icm beau- 
tiful, but they were more happy. Naime ovcrwhclim iht 
heart of man, but fricndship tatisfies it ; we lean mutually 
on each other, we conver»e, and all is forgotten. 

I »hall »teure the place in question, but mu»t wait n fcw 
days before t ean nbtain the evidence* required for com 
plction. I »hall then put the work in hand forthwith, for 
the »cason is advancing. 






LEITER LXII 

I have becn all along meaning to ask you for a eopy of 
the ■ Manual of P»eusophant." 1 have loat my own, how 
1 do not quile Lnuw. Thcrc ii itothing in it ab'-.ut which 
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I reolly ne*d to bc admonished, but rvading it raccoin* by 
morning 1 shall bc rcminded morc vividiy liow xuuch I 
«night lo be ashamed of my weaknesc. 

I am thinkmg uf apinrtulmg u note on cwtam hygienie 
matters, on thoae ihings of ludividual and, *o to »peak, 
local habit, to which, in my opinion, sufticient importanee 
i* not attarhed. Ariltippoi rould searcety enjoin them or 
hu irnaginary diaeiplc, m nn hi?t real follow*r*,but thi» note 
would bc of more praciical unluy than ccncntl eonaidemions 
for mainuining in my ctuc Hut well Ix-ing and phytical elSci- 
ency wbich combine to support the suul, üsclf 10 poysicai. 

1 labour under two great duabiÜtics ; one alonc »ould 
poasibly prove my deatruetion, but between the two I con« 
trire to go on living, becauac of the oppotttion between 
them. Wcre it not for my constituiional mclancholy, my 
dejeetion, my abdicalion, were it not for my quiet xni- 
mority aginmt all Üiai ia lield deeirable, ilic acUtity wiäth 
conatrajn« and convulse» me would consumc tue soooer, 
anil not less vainly ; my diiillusion lerve* at least to teduce 
it. Reason sboutd modrrste it, but between two such giganbc 
forres my reason is weak indeed ; all that it ran dr> it to 
»nvoke the onc to its assistance when the nthe-r mnvra to 
predominate. Thus it is possiblc to vegeutc, sometimes 
even to sleep. 



LETTER LXII1 

It was midnight; the moon had set, the lake was rest- 
los», the sky elcar, the night de«*p and lorely. Amidst the 
vagueness brouding over ihr earth mi^ht hc hearl ihr 
shtvering of birches and the fall of jwplar \cxvn , ihe 
pines gave forth wild murmurs; jomanuc sounds (eil 
from the mountains ; »ait bülow* broke upon the «rand. 
Preacntly the osprey bojpn to rry among ihe caTemous 
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rockt; ä» she fimshcd the waves sub&idcd and there was 
an austere silence. 

Yct, amidit the restless qoietude, at long intervals, ihe 
nightingalc uttered her loncly, Single, reitcrated noie, song 
01* ccstatlc mghts ; sublime render ing of a pr imeval mclody ; 
unspeaitablc outburst of Iotc and r.orrow ; voluptuous qs the 
want which consumes nie ; uimple, mysierrous, immense aa 
Ihr heart which lovcs- 

Alwndoned in a kind of funereal repose to the measured 
motion of thosc pale, mute, unceismg wares, I becamc 
permeated with that movement, so slow and unvaried, with 
lhat enduring pence, thosc sounds isolated in the longsilence. 
Too bcautiful seemed Naturc, too soft, too swect those 
waten, the earih and the night ; ihe uanquil harmony of 
all thmgs was loo much for my perturbed heut 1 dreamed 
of the spnngtide of the pcnshablc World, and the springt! de 
of my lifr. T behcld the ycan us they pass, sad and «tcrile, 
from the cterriity of the futurc Into the eternity of the lo«t. 
I behcld the present, always vain and never possesaed, 
unlinking its indefinite chain from the vaguc futurc, 
bringing my death ncarcr, tili it becamc visible, marshalling 
tlirouKh the night the phantoms of iny days, decroasine, 
ditftolving the in ; ovirtakmu the last ahaduw, devouring a- 
mdift*ere*ntly that day which will have none to sueeeed it, 
and closing the mute abysa. 

As if all men had not passed away, and all had not rusaed 
in vain 1 As if life were real and eseenüalljr caissing 1 As 
if the pereeption of the univtne wer« the cmc&mt \im of 
a positive betng, and ihe human rgo more trmn tbe furv.iiou* 
eaptession of a transicni coubmauon 1 W hat woald I t 
What am I ? What do I ask of Natur« > lihl uBrrtreai 
syslem, conforniiiics, rightt in correspondenoe wult ov 
needs? Docs intelligence bring about those tesulta fu* 
whirh my intelligence i» lookiag? Brery ■ 
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each end «Jeccptivc. ETery form changes* all duntion süpi 
away, and the agony of the insatiable haart is but tbc 
bland couise of x EMfeQf wandevir.g in tbc lOSd wbere il 
must be lose Nothing is potsessed as wc ioUcijot*, 
nothmg known as it is. Wc pereeive relations only, not 
casenecs. Wc do not make use of thinps, bot of tl 
Images. Sought without us and impcnetrable within os, 
Nature is dark cverywhcre. " I feel," js the aolc afRa-marv 
for htm who would have truth only. And that whieh con- 
ititutcs tbc ccriiiudc of niy exiitence is also iu torturc I 
do feel, I do exist, but it is to bc consumed by unconquet- 
ablc desircs» to bc plunged in the sorcerr of a fiud 
world, to bc ovcnrhclmcd by its voluptuou* deeeptäoa. 

What ! Is happiness not the firet law of human naturc, 
pleasure not the first motive spring of the sensible world 
Tf wc do not ?«k pleasure, what cnd do w* proposc our- 
ttlves ? If to live be merely to exist, wfeat need have wt 
to live? Wc can di»covcr netther the fiist cause nur tlic 
liue motive of lny being ; the wneretore of the univcisc 
remains inacccssible to individual intcllifccnrc. The cnd 
of our exisrence is unknown tu nt ; every set Of lifc is *oid 
of ohjeet ; our desif es, our cares, our affections are ridiculous, 
if these acta do not tend to pleasurc, if ihese atTeotions 
not proposc it 10 thcmselves. 

Man loves himself, hc lovei man, be loves all anirnate 
things Such love would seem essential to tbc organiscd 
being ; it is the motive power of the forces which presenre 
liiDi. Man loves himself, without this aaive principle, 
how could he act, how subsist? Man Iotcs mera beeause 
he feels as they feel, because hc is closc to them in the 
orderofthe world. What für bnn would bc lifc mtheabacnce 
of tlns rclalionshijj ? Man loves aal aniiuatc ihings. If hl 
ccased to suffei at the sight of vuflcim^ if he ccased to 
feel with those whose sensations are anaiogoui to his own, 
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he wauld cense 10 bc imerested in anything outside himscU. 
and rnight cease to Iovc eren himielf; ther« is anwredl? 
no aftection wholly limited to the individuaJ, lintc there 
is no being «fao is uunplolcly iwUtcd. 

If man feels in all ihmgs anunaie, the blessmg* and tue 
erilt «hieb encomcajs him are as real for him as bis 
pcrton&l affeetion*; the happine« of all th.tt hc knowt it 
rcquiiiie to bis own happinew; he i» bound up wich aU 
tbat feels; htt lue i» in the organlsed world. 

Tbc chaio o( correspondeDces which have htm for tbeir 
ccotre, whieb canoot end entirely are at the Umito of the 
world, conaiitutei bim a pari of che univene, a nuaieTical 
tim'.y m the number of Nftture. The bond tomied by theae 
personal bondaia iheocder of the world, and ihe force which 
pcrpciuates tu ha/mony is natural law. The ncces&ary 
tnatinet which impcls the animate being, passive when he 
permits it and active when hc will» it to bc to, ic a tubjection 
to gencral bn Obcdtcnce 10 ihe iyjtt ul the*» law* «ould 
bc che aocfice of any bewag wbo cscrct&ed will freely. Tbc 
ficedoro of man in deliberation would be the tetence of 
human life ; Chat which he will* in tubjection »hows forth 
to him how he thould will when he u indcjiendent. 

Thcrc rt no pcttect:<<n for an iaolated hrtriR ; hin erirt- 
ettec is incomplerc, bc if neither truly happy nor truly 
good. Tnc complexnent of cverjthing U ouiaidc lüclf, but 
tbat coniplemcnt is rcciprocaJ. There it a ceriun tpccies 
of end for natural beänga, aad it it in th*c whieb ranata 
pfOduetiTcncaa wttea two bocliea are broughi togeincr, 
which increaaes enjoyment when two tenaaiiont arc aharad 
mutaaJry. Et ei y thang that dätta m compWted, aal tha« ta 
aaimaicd fiadt repote aad tatiafacttc/n, in thU harmoMf, 
Thit corapleawea* of ib« iodanduaJ it chietly m ihm tfwtaaa, 
and for aua rt ha* two inodea, M oftce datsuinUr and 
anttofoert Such it hü bentage : he u co at no ut of kat 
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b*r aftcr two nunap», tho reat i* «vtbtr auaVriaaj 
■othpM 

Ki-cry uuthirtd pnaacaaion imtaic* our de» irr» 
hl mc our hearr»; in place of nounshing, H voids 
txhlOHH' 

To iiwurr harmont in imfon, ihr Stint who partirinaafl» b 
cur enioymcm muu be like iw »od jcx dincrmt . Sti<-h ren- 
faemhy in the Mine spcctes ii found either in the diflerenee 
betwecn indrriduals oc in thc oppcnüion of the tcxes. Tbc 
fint aocord producta tba barm cm y whirh rcto't» from two 
bang» umiiir ind diYcrae, with Ihr «mallest 6t$jct of or- 
poatcton and the ts<*\c\\ degree of »imilitndc. Tbe seeond 
Hire» a harmonie reault produred by the rreatett poa- 
sible differtnce bctwrtn tho*e who arr alike. All choiot, 
«11 anectmn, all umon. all happinca» eoniiftt in thcat two 
BKKlrt, VThattocvcr removes in from iheie may aiirao. 
but u deceivc* and exhausts ua; wbai t» l M3 tl 

nmleada na, tnakitag na either vkiou« 01 miserable. 

Wc bave do le«i«btor» nowadays. Soroe aanoog 
anocnt* aittmptcd to load man by h*j hcart, and. 
inrapahlft of ünitating, we hlimc thf it rotirat. Inatil 
are forgottea in the ooncern for dnl and pönal law*. 
genivs baa jret discovered all law« of society, all «hmt* 
lile, in thc nccewity which unites inen, in that which joins 

thc KW** 

Tlirre ta diviMon amidat thc »mtv of thc «pecie* 
KimUrd t<inga dirter, howcrcr, in auch a «ay lha' 
»ery coa%tr**a incline them to lo»e one another ; aepar- 
ated by thcir taites, yet neccaaary each to «ach, they we 
dirided by thcir habits and oonjoined bya mutual nc ciaiu i . 
Thoae who apnng from chcir union, formcd rypjally of 
botii, will naiwitbitandmg pcrpctuate theac dvlTcrcncct. 
This essential effect of the energy ituparted to the amoui, 
ihn uiprcmc reiult of his Organisation, will bc «h« trowning 
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moment of bis lif«, U* last degree of hu affectioro, and 
to iome exten t (he barmonic exprewion of hii faculties. 
ThereiD n Ihe power c4 the pnfftical nun, t herein the 
gTmndrui of Ihe moral min, thcrein ihr armi in in complcte- 
nfi«, jtnd bc who ha* not loved fully ha* not iKKtessed 

tu* life. 

Atwtmrt alTections and «prculatir« pauions hare won the 
homagc of indmduaia *nd of natiuns. BlusfuI affections harr 
beeo repressed or <Je*raded ; social induatrv bis opposed the 
mm «hieb the primitive Impulse would bare eoncsliated 

Love nutf govem the earth wbieh ambirion wtarics. 
Lore U that pearetol and productivc flame. that warmth 
of heaven which enlivens and rcoewv which cauiea birth 
and bloasoinin«. impwu colour, grace, and hone to lifc. 
Ambition ia that «erilc nre which burn» bencath the ke. 
eonsume* witbout animating anytbmg, hollow» rast carerns, 
disturbs in aecret, flaihes forth m opemnj; abyssca, and 
leareft a. centorr of desolaticn to a cvuntry amazed br this 
Illumination of an bour. 

Wiicn somf new intitenicnt exiend» ihc rehtiom of tiic 

man »ho makes tnai of bis Üfe, b< welcome* u eagtriy 

demands it of all Nattxre. abando&s hiaaself thereto and ia 

elated ihcrewith ; h« eentres hit custence ininy, and in 

ail thrap »ee» lorc alone. All otber Kttisaeau au« to* 

in thh profound teatioaeavt, all tbought Inda up tu it, aü 

bor* rr*% *\xm .t Erertthiag U but roffcmaj, ernttfattav 

abandonm«. if ** w**raw, ; bot if * woUfcl S 

all || je* hope and fciacity. A t** Jju 

* * o/ ihe UaaKbe», the qürrmm of w 
»nnounee, all expreß afl imkU9 ^ ^^^ 

tud ö »rra. Thegr»ceofKi ( ««t ltinlhcmoli 
the «rtft law , n ^ elo^ee« of a gl» 
aluoc doe. the »oen«, fagbt awato £~ 
htm»; fce Uu* lQe D00O(U ^ 
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eonn undcr the woodiand moss; eo thia rhe 
deficites the pleasing melancholy of iti mystcrioua m 
Thts Ipdfig »* that of Vaucluse, these rock* ane tboae of 
Mcillcnr, l i» avcnuc u tfatl eil P :«**. Sskacc 

prolctts the dicjni* of Iüvc, ihe oaoeion c>i ün w*t*n penc- 
trates it «ith swect Agitation, the fury ot'thc billows impärcs 
ittt stnrmiiicc rlTnrH, ar:rl all xXall .-nmmanij itf pleature* 

when ihe night »hall be mild; when the moon shall r-nü^nten 
the night ; when blits shall be in the shades and the raJtance, 
In the solitude, in the air and the water and the night« 

O bli&sful delirium t Sole moment Wt '.o man. Thb 
ftower so rare, *o i*o!atcd, to Beet ine undcr the cloudy 
aky, umheltered, beaten by wind*, wearied by Kn 
languishes and dies without opening; the keen air, i 
vapour, a breath, malees void the hope in in withered 
lind. Wo pm onwanl, still hope and hasten; rar on, 
ii]»un a soii as sterile, we see othets as pftCaifolMg doubl 
ful, momentary as iuelf. who like it Will pttiafa vmn y. 
Ilappy he who powesw* that which man should leck, wlw 
enjoys all which man should feel I Hajipy he also, it u 
aatd, who seeka, Tech and lUnds in need Of nothing, foc 
whom to cscist is to live I 

It is not merely a moumful and morose but also a mo« 
fatal error to condemn this true and necessary plcosure, 
which, invanably looked fot, ever renewing, independent 
of «eisons and extended throtigh the bnjihtcw pottion of 
our days, form« ihe strengest and most xiluring bond Of 
human society. Truly a very singular wiidom is that wis- 
dom which U opposed to the natural order. Krtrj faeulty, 
every energy is a perfeclion. It is good to be «tronger 
than our passions, but to applaud the silence of cht wnses 
and the neart is merely stupid, for it ts to basc a cb. 
additional perfection on the very lact which maa.« us 
incapablc thereof. 
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The tme man ii onc who ts the lover of lovc without 
forgctting that lovc is only an accidcnt of life ; whcn hc i» 
posiessed hy it* ilhition« hc enjoys and possessrn thcm in 
his turn, but without fcrgc uing that ihcre arc austcre tiuths 
whicn take prccedcnceof the most bcautiful ülusiuns. And 
fürt ii er, the Irue man knows how to choose and also tu 
wait with prudcnce, how lo love consislenlly, how to yicld 
hirnsclf without weakness as well an without rcnctve. The 
activity of a profound passion is for him the ardour of 
goodness, the firc of genius ; hc fimls in lovc the voluptuous 
energy, the mosculine enjoyment of the just, sensible, and 
great licart; he com« face to face with felictty, and know« 
how 10 gain BQtBfahttHU therefortn. 

Ridiculous or gutliy love is a degrading wcakne»; 
lawful lovc is the charm of life . there is madneis only in 
the mistaken austcrity which confuscs a noble with a vilc 
»entimcnt.'condcmninj; love in'Üvriminntely, hecanae, enn- 
eflMog only men that arc brutaliscd, it ran imagine nnthinjg 
but sordid pas&tona. 

Thii plcasure reeeivod, this pleasure imparted, this pro- 
gression sought and obtaincd, this felicity otTercd and ex 
pected, this voluptuous eunfidene« which impcl» us to 
look for evcrythinn frotu the bclovcd objeel, the »Uli 
greater dclight of rendering that objeet happy, of bring 
mutitally suffieient to each other, neecssary onc to another; 
this fulncss of sentiment and of hope enlar^es the soul and 
spur» it on to live. Uns peak able abandonment I Hc who 
ha» known can never feel aahamed thereof. and hc who 
ix not rrude to eaperience it is not inadc to pass judgmen* 
on love. 

As needs »carcely be *nd, I do not conderan thote who 
have not loved, but DOM who are tncapaW« of lovinR- Our 
aflettion» are determincd by circum&tancc«, but broad 
feeitngs are natural to all who arc perfeet in tbeir men) 
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organisition ; those who are inrapablr of lorc ar* also <-/ 
ncoruitjr inrapable of a Rtncrou« aentimeot «r a pu 
»(Ten : rm. The? m ay he uprlght, goori, inAoslnoo«, prudent, 
may possess amiahle qualities and eren rvflectcd virtuos, 
buc they ire ngi j&en, and they arc devoid ctf ktu! üc genius. 
A person of tbiv kind may be a drvirablc acgminllDOl» taaf 
coimnand my cuiifidcncc and cwi iny esteem, but bc will 
not bc DJ fncnii. Hearii whlch are troly sensible, bearts 
which a sinister destiny ha* kept down firom ibek first spring- 
time, who «hall blame you for having nerrr lored? Eretr 
gencroua seniirnent came natural to you, and all Rrv or the 
paa-unn* infonnrd youi virile intelligente. Lore tu necc* 
sary ihcrcto, love was meani to nouriah it, lore would luve 
snaped it to great thmgs; but nothing hai bc*» acoorded 
you : the silence of love ha» heratded the void m ■ 
lifc is quenched. 

The conMiousncss of the Just and the honoueahle, 
desire of order and Ihe moral eonforrnities, Icad neceascrily 
to the necetiitr of love. The beauuful ia the objeet of 
love; barmony is its begiiming and eod , eveiy perfectiuo, 
all roerits, seem to belong to it ; the amiable ffraces invoke 
it. and a broad and virtunu* morality ratine* it. Lore, 
fe is rruc, haa no existence apart from ihe glamcnr of 
phjrsteal bcamy, hut it would acern to cleave even more 
closely to mtelleciual iiarmony, to the gracci oi* tbought, to 
the depth of feelm«. 

Union. hope, admiration, glamour incieaae for erer 
towards the perfeel intimacy ; ihat intimacy fill» the soul 
which is exalted hy their developmcnt. l'here pauaea, and 
thence retrogrades the man whoisimp*ssionedwithombein| 
sensible, who has no other need than pleasure. But the 
man who lovca docs not change like this; the more he 
obtains, the more he is bound ; the more he is lored, the 
more he loves ; the mort he powesaes ihat wbich he has 
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dosärod, tbe oaote be cheriafacs Ine pueafiuii Hniof 
cwcerred all, bc coouden üut be owea aA ; «be «ho pv 
hersetf co tum ba t« o ca nmiiawy to b» bcitif ; yrart of 
en)of meot do a** «cafcca aus dcürea. bot acd ociy 10 h*a 
lorc che coofidetace of a babieoal feudty and tbe deüghts 
of a free bot deiteate insitnaey 

Socae preavme 10 enodeann lot* on hV CToanS ifc»* 
a wbolly aensoal aÄrttion, ha-rieg «> «her rootire thas a 
oeecssity «nach they lern) gros*. Hot eieo ia tbe casc os* 
our moat compiet denrea, tbe« tnie end seems iovariably 
to coonect witb foreoaost pnystcal nceds ; seartiaweng i§ ooly 
thcir lodirect ei^estion, and tbe purefty infteOeetiaal man 
was nerer oeher than a pc*«oa. Oor necen^ie« a«akcri 
wnhin tu the perceptico ot their positire «d, and the 
innumcnble pereeptions c( objeets wbich are asjlcgoui to 
thoae nccrwitiw. Tbc dirett meana would oot of thenv 
eejvetfill life, but thesw acceas ory nnp uhe a oecupy it entircly, 
betau*« they ar< wtthout buunda. Th« man lo vbOBB lifc 
was ioioletablc withoutthe nope that he could cornjucr the 
earth «ould not have eonoeiTcd theambitton unle» be bid 
known hunKcr. Our wanti combinc two modifications of a 
Minute pnnriplr, appetite and »entiment ; the preponderanc« 
öf onr i.mt \,r nther will drprml Ofi individital or/amaatlan 
and overruUng circuimiancca. Kvery end of a natural dctire 
i* lawful, all tucaru ttuu it inapircs aie gw. . il :hey do not 
i aride the rights of olhers or occaaion in oursclves any rtal 
diiorder whiefa counterbalaticei their utihty. 

You have «ought unduly to eatend tbe ndd of dun«, 
oo the pnnf iplir of exaeting more than you want so as to 
obiain ai much ; and this is an error. If you demand too 
much of men they will rebcl ; if you ask thern for chimerica) 
ririucs tbey will sirnulate them acconJingly. sayinx thal it 
coslft littlas. But sceinit lliat auuli vutuc ix aol put o( thcir 
natutc. their »ceret conduet will be 01 an oppo»ite aiim'. 



OBERM^.-. 



aad tan. am tseoMOK «ady 
tbe f t^w i nw r of «tiefe «ili 




ao . xi$tr tue «eotiaeiit 

trtie aaoo>«y oor uftucmtf 

a«««*uca tfccfr ivmve ao 

They «oold proacnK 

olpcrftttuanai 
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b* osatnadaittepaca rfdwf,«d to atoid 

carUm «xctwr» »hjch arc ricrinMr to tber tapuccacc, 

they deriae steh daaaav ckecks tfcaf »ociecy n iatocaaaflily 

by real atnaes «kh »hich bo booe« mm «oald 

re n wc i i bätaaetf n tbe abaeoc« of 

Waatvm » noc actiaaiiy hsatml ahouid t< pcnnuud in 
lote, tot tfccrcby qua 4 «her pcrfcctcd ca d«tf adtd. 
Therem, »bore ak\ he xoust restnia bat iau^iaaUxi ««hm 
tb« liroiu of a jus; liberty, piact bs baftanet» «itain tbe 
bmiU of ha duty, ud rule bis jadgruent by ao exaet 
appreeiaiion of ihc baai» of law«. Ko «her natural mt*m 
an compare wiih it in in power to endo« bim wtih tbe 
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pct< eption of all rciinemeiUs of laste and of their real £ round, 
to ennobtc and restrain hu appcutcs, to imprcss on his 
sensations a specics of sinccrc and upright pleasure, lo 
injpirc the ill-organiscd man with soraething of thc sensi- 
biüty of the supetior man, ro unite, to coneiliate them, 
to form a real fathcrland, and Institute a veritable society. 

Leave us the lawful plcaiurcs; thcsc are our rights, this 
is youi duty. You luve, I fancy, supposed ihat something 
was achievcd by cstabliihing manage as an Institution. 
But a unum in which thc conscqucnccs of your imtitu- 
tiont compcl US lo follow the conformiues of Chance, or to 
seck thosc of fortunc, in place of the real conformitic»; the 
union which a Single moment can (or ever tarnish, wl.ich uc 
alloycd of neecssity by a multitude of disgusts ; such union 
as this is inadäquate. I dem and of you a lawng Illusion, 
and you offrr nie thc nuked riuiii of an umrnding slavery 
bvnraüi thuse pcnnliablc lluwcrswhicli you have m 1 ;lui 
heaped urci it, and luve you 1 »eil leli tu wtihci. I a*k yuu 
(or an DlQlfoa which can duguisc or renew my hie , this 
Natuie gatc me. You dare to »peak to mc of thc resources 
wluch remain. Would you «itTc-r me to outrjgc vilcly an 
en^aK^ncn! "hirh, onrr made, ahottld bc observed relip,i- 
otisly, and to per juade *wx»uan to bc<x>mccöntrm|itililc m 
oroer tlut I may lovc her? Or, Ic«» directly Ruilty yet not 
leu thoughtlcu, shall I cause anxicty to my family, bcicavc 
rclations and dishonour her to whomthis specics 01' honoux 
is socially so cwential? Or yet agam, to abslain from 
break in« any law and from ciposing any onc, »hall I »cek 
in abjeet place* thoae who can be mine not by a swect 
licence 0/ mannen, not in rinuc of a natura] desire, but 
because thcir trade place« them at the dispocal of a_i^ 
Havin- ccased lo bvlong to theuasdres, they are ao lofajger 
womvu, but iviocUnng mUc&nablc whxb 11 «mI^'ucs» to 
womanhood. Forfcituie ol eterjf dcl:c*:y. incapi 








and tbe yoke of m tserr. ■hamrtn« 

of au, in wnoeo »cd 

bot» MMOmud 

do, ! aUrait, :cuiam, bot they aie 

may cvca Utobe »et «ttb m aa 

a. restrained by reasca. coosumc iheii 

dar* b privatwot eqcaüy tajuK aod cceapolaory ; othert, 

amä tbe majonry by far, taakc »pect of the dufty wfaxfa 

oppoeNthcca. 

From tbe standpotni ce* fcocral jptaiaa, ibtt hu rcücd 
to be a dot». betaute tu obserrauoa a cootrary lo tbc 
Bttaral order of thäp. Tbe diadiin wbach is feit f or « 
teeut r*evcrt betete to tbc bunt of deferrvar, tiinpCy Co cuttern* 
of corutXDiing ooc*t on ttKtr&atioas tbc tote law of eooduet, 
and detpisug erery Obligation, tbc infrickon of which doet 
not icciully üitoJtc legal pcmlcie» or «oaal diegntty. Soch 
u tbe aiianadable ccnavtfucnc* of tbe real infnamu i to 
•b»ch «« hiTc reevurte dady (or oar arnuKssro«. Whal 
atecauly cm you expect in x wt£e »ho oeeexret bin wbo 
maiacatnt her, or by v^oa the ought to bc muauincd ; 
»ho äs bit ncafcs: (read, aod rcakci spor: of hit cooödence ; 
•bo dettToy* hit rrpoee, or latvht «I bim if hc preterret 
it ; and Imrolvc* hersetf in tbe ncccwfty of hcirayinft harn 
to tbe rery eod, by heqoeaxhing to bb aifections tbc chiM 
(hat docs not bekag to hin ? Of ail engaft acnes, u not 
raarmge pcecisely tbe ooe wbere trat; and good uüth ue 
raott Tital for ihc teonity of life? How sKscrablc w tbat 
•ort of honett t which pari a cry »n i n tont 

the tnooe aacred promtie that eaa bc mtiic t>c:*cc« ouaoa 
bringt a« in idieword! Again, whM morality caa yoa expeet 
from the creature who, while hc roakes tpoct of her, teducea 
a vornan and dropbca her becauae the hat beeozne laau 
which bc touuht, who dithunuuit her becaute tbe ha* H» 
bim, tue* vi lict bocautc Uc na» cmvycd hei, and dcact ti 




when hIic Displays (he visible lokens of having »liarcd in 
litt pieaaures? What morality, what eijuily cm you cxpCCt 

from that man, at thc very least so inconsequent, who -.. 
rrnr cifrom bis wifc which, on hi$ part, he doea 

not makC) requires her tu tvr disereet and unappmachahlr, 
while he exhausta in secret connections the attachment of 
which he issurcs her. and to which she Uys cUim by light if 
her fidclity ii not to degenerate into an unjust bondage? 

Indiscrirninatc plea»urc*dcgrade man and guilty plcasurcs 
eorrupt him, but love, a|«ut from passion, does not abatc 
him. There it an agc tot love and for enjoyment, there ia 
one also for enjoyment without love. The heart is not 
alwayi young, and even white youth remains to it, it does 
not always meet that which it ean love truly. 

Thcre h good in every enjoyment which ia cxcmpi from 
injuilice and excess, when 11 [| mied by natura) dcccncica 
and possessed in accoidance with the desirci of a refincd 
Organisation, 

Thc hypoerisy of love is one of thc *courj;e* of «oeiety. 
Why should love depart from the common law? Why 
should it not bc just and sincerc in that as in all things 
eise ? He alone s absoluteiy isolated from all evil who 
aeeks in siraplicity that which can afford him enjoyment 
unmixed with remorse. Every imaginary or aocidental 
virtue rests under rotpidOQ for mc ; when 1 see it rite up 
proudly from iU fahe baau, t »eck and d<> not fail to 
ditcover an internal ughncsa therein beneath the guise of 
prejudices and the frail maak of dissimulntion. 

Permit and suthohsc plca*urcs in order that virtues may 
cxiit; dcmoruiraic the rouoa of law* in «der tfut ihcy 
may ba «i w> that yuu may bc 

heard wlicn you cotainand them efft i. Ücratc thc toul 
by tue »cnurm ». and you «ül nuke 

it itrong and gr ■ i tognimate pfira- 
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tM*iic«tl,«ad*far,i<t»? »abclqgbetecfanSdgr, 
tf not let rt bc enyoycd «itta aa aarnere «Aoice, vkh 
prudenoe »»ich »the an oi 

bvt w*hoot nWffl) WttboM 

Truc mxicstr thovM atanc ad tui di to 

Modeatj ti la cxxjuarfc p«ur|Kk«i. a j«xt of pcrfcet 
Ufity ; il ü the grate <rf the vcimc* aad tfae chann <A 
II avotds all that oar organi woold rcfid, u peraaat» all that 
ihtr dc%ire ; rt arpmira that «fach Nitwe h»Wl » 
initiligcncc IxK Ca« of *cj+rx\ir. ;, jc4 il tt ehiefly 
neglect of ihn voluptumit reaetre wkäeh q ncn ch ci lore in 
the un«iK libcity of maxriafe. 



tove. 



I.KTTKR I.XIV 

St. SAnK<iiH,y*> 10C 
Tbc vcry khado« of fcood *cn*C i» wanunj CO my 
modc <rf lifc. 1 am awarc, huwcvcr. of my ioUie*» uhl il 
do not amcnd, it u at the tarne tirae witbout an r apcclal 
dctermination to pcmst in thcm. That I am not mute 
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»eriouji in my conduct U bccausc I sec no great importance 
in improvement. Half of the day and night I po*s on the 
Ukc ; whcn the lirnc comes to leave it I shall have grown 
»o accu&tomed to the cquipoisc of the w.ives, to the twund 
of the waters, that 1 »hall feel ill at taue on tbc tolul iand, 
amid»l the sÜence of the ineadows, 

On the one hand, I am, uken for a man whose mental 
balance has heen a little deranged by love ; on the other, it 
isthoufchtthat I am nn Knolishman siifferine from the siilcttn, 
The young men have taken it on themftelves to appriw Hanu 
that I was the loverof a very Ueautiful foreign laily who haa 
suddenly left L-tusanne. It would seem advis^blc for me to 
cease these nocturna! wanderingt, u I am pitied by tbe 
coromon-«n»e people. while the best ukc mc for a fool, 
Hanta wa» atkcd at Vcrey : "Are you not in the aervice of 
that F.nglishrnan ahnut whom every one \% ulkingr"' So 
the evil spreada, and aa for the dwellcrs on the coait, I be 
lieve that they would opcnly ridicule mc if 1 were not well 
provided with inoney ; ah 11 i», I jnua for a very wealtby 
pemmagc. The inukecpei in»üU on addrcaaing mc a* my 
lord, and altogcther I am much resteeted. A rieh foreigner 
and my lord are synonymous terms, Furthcrmorr, when I 
rrturn from the lake, I usually ail down to wrüe, ao that I 
£0 to bed in broad daylight. On one oceavlon the pooplc 
of the inn, heanng some noise in my room and surpn&cd 
that 1 had risen so early, came up to uk if 1 would not 
take anything that moining. I rcplied that 1 wai un- 
acctiatoracd to lupper, and that 1 wai juat rrttring to r<«t. 
The rcault ia that I do not gec up tili noon, or, it may be, 
tili one ovlock, when I eall for tea and again itait writing, 
aftcr «fach, in place of dinnrt, I takc lea again, with 
ootbmg in :h* wiy of iul:0 food eaeept bread and buttcr, 
iltct which 1 itnniLOiaKh^mii to tbe Uke. The liru 
time that 1 n&tmu wie in a sraall boai, cUained 
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cxpreaaXy fot thc purpote, ihry ncrticcd that Hanta re- 
mained on »höre and lhat 1 surted at thc clo*e o# day- 
Thercupon the irequcnters of the ion decided that at hat 
the spieen had got thc Upper b*no\ and that I was about to 
-•-%ouc »meide to thq vill.i^r cfirrmlfTjl. I 
regrct now thai ihc effect wnich mighi he prodiicrd by 
eoccnuicities of this kind did not occur to mc bcforehand 
I do not carc to cause Observation, but I only began to 
tmUSm it whcn thc Habit was alrtad» forraed, afid lo chan|« 
now would not nute loa» remark than to go oo at 1 Kare 
been doinft for thc few remaining dayi of my sojoum. As 
ir' I did oot kno« what to do with mysclf. I sought oniy ho« 
to pas* away the timc. Whcn 1 am a ■ not con- 

tcious of other need*, but whcn a prey to weiiuie&a I prefer 
at leasi to grow wcary m idlcncü. 

Tca is a Signal auistnnce m growing wcary at one 's 
rav. Amonjc all the »low po"oni which f<»nn thc dclijthe 
of rmmaniry, I brlicvc thal n || «w of tnote bnX MntnJ 
to our wearineAS, It Imparta fechte but »iisuined emotion ; 
as it in exempt from «ibscquent revulsion, so it dcgcncraiea 
intn a habit of peaec und inditTacnce, intowcaknc&s »hich 
tmnquilüscs a heart fatiyued by Umging«, and it dura 
banasaes us of oui dolurout encruy. I iwk iv it II 
Paus, and tulmequently at Lyon«, bot lieic 1 have bot« 
»o imprudent at to carry the habit to extesi Tbc Only 
thing that rcasuirc* me is that I am shortly to potscu an 
estnte, with labourrn thereon, and this will ooeupy and 
restrain mc. At the present time I am doing myself a 
good dcal of InJury, but rest asvured that i xhall soon 
turn wise of nece*sity. 

I disoetn, or belicve I discern, that thc change which hat 
taken place in me has been tnuch increased by the daily 
use of tea and winc, I think that, other thinjr* being equal, 
thc watex-drinkers preserve much longex their keenness of 






Sensation, and also tu tomc extern Uten oiiumal fresh- 
ness. The uae of »timulants cause* our Organs to grow 
«Id. Those immoderate emotion» which are not within 
rhr order of natural agreement betwecn extcrnal thingi 
anH numelvCJ, ftfict thr uirnplr emotion* and drt-troy that 
Proportion so lull of harmony which renden u* alive 10 
all extcrnal conespondences, when wc owe, so to speak, 
our «entation« only to thetn. 

Such ii the human hrart, and themost es&ential principle 
of the penal law» ha« no other foundation. If the Propor- 
tion betwern puniihment and offene« be destrayed, if too 
muchrccounc bc had to the pressure of fear, our adaptahihty 
It I c>«, and liy i'umi: fnrthcr dtill wc end hy mafcinj: ihip 
wreck of ouriclve*. 'lliccourage which ii reijuired for Ctl&l 
is impirted to ccitftin souls | in the weak all cnergy ig 
evinguiihcd. and yet others are driven to virtues of au 
ItrOdoM order. If the emotion of our or^an* is exalted 
hcyonrt the natural limitt, they *rc rendefed Insensible to 
morc modeiatc impfCÄiions. By eroploying too oftrn, hy 
■D ttfalg at unduc times tfaeir extreme faculties, we Munt 
their normal furces and they are rvduccd cither to 
eaoeaaive attiviir, »r to paialyib. We destroy that pro 
portion oidained for divers« cueurustances which vngt- 
nally united us c»en to lifelea* thinej, and atlached tu 
to them hy dose bondi ; which left ua in expeetation 
■ir :r. tioptj bttiettfiag •rttyvto* t*»c occaaiant <>f fbel- 

ing, yet Iruvm)' n itivariahly Ignorant of the potalMe 
Hnm , which pcrmitled u» to t-eheve lhac ojr beam had 
▼att capacitics, becausc such capacitie« *cte cadefiiuir, 
and because. always relative to thing» outudt, Ihey night 
alway* become greattr in unknown sii 

There ia alao an eaaeatial dirTVrenc* btt« 
of being tetuated hy impreuion» of othet obj. 
the tntcrior impulsion of an neitaiion nroroptrd ■*-! 











by our capfke or by a cbancc krtüeart, and cot by Ibi 
Japte of timc We follow no loneer «he coursc of ibc 
wtxld, v« are animated whrn it »otiiii abandon es to 
and nftrn, when li would aoimaic ut, are an 
found in ehe exhaustion produeed hy our eicesars, Tb« 
laiigue, ihii mdiffcrcnce, rendere ts insensible to the 
nnprcittom of things, to tboae externa» motives which, 
grvwn forngn Co our habii*, are fuutul ni diicurdancc wxh 
oor acedi, ot in Opposition thercio. 

Tbiai man does everything to eut himsetf off fron) tbe 
res: of nature. to mafce himself independent of the eoune 
of thing*. but th« liberty, which is in no «ras« aeconüng 
to a» truc naturc, i» noi true liherty. It i« rar her like 
the tarne* o* * JKOple who have broken from the jrofcc 
of the law* and of national habits . it tatet awaj morcjfctti 
ilgires, Jid Substitutes the impotente of duorder in place 
of a legitimste dependenco which would harmonise «ith 
our «tau. Surh BhaVOr* bdepwdtPMj «Weh dcMroys our 
« aml Rsbatktttai our eaprieca In place of theo, 
puit u» in the samc nosition as the man who, dcapite the 
authonty of tba asayutraie, was dctesiuinad to raisc tbe 
moiiument of an alien worship in the market-place, iaatead 
of being contented 10 put up an altar thereto in the Dritte* 
of ht» bome Hm j>cr*on wtnt into exilc in the desert, 
where no onc could oppote hin will but where thar ■ 
eouUi produce noihing. Hc tlied there, free indcad, bot 
without dotncstic aJtar». as well as without tcmple»; 
without food, as well as without law», cqanUr wiüiout 
tuend* and ma«tcr». 

1 ad mit, it would be more to the pttfpos* if I retsooed 
lc« upon the uae of t?a and at the tarne timc gas* «p 
taktntc it immodcratcly ; but when a habii of thts kind 
been formet! wc no longer know where to stop, . 
is difficult to give u up» it i* perhaps not lesa 
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reguläre it, at least unless one can equally regulate all one's 
mannet uf life. I do not know how to exercise great uni- 
foruiity in eine thing whcn il is forbitlden nie in the rest, or 
how to be consequent in my way of life whcn I have no hope 
either of constancy thercin or of a line of conduet which 
would harmonisc with my other habits. Moreover, I do 
nur Itnnw how to aet in the ahsenee of mcans; many men 
have the an of Clearing mcans, or of aecomplishing much 
with fcw. I could perhaps cmploy my mcans both wtth 
order and Utility, but the first step requires art of another 
*-.n<l, and it is prcciscly this art that I do not poraew. Tb« 
dimculty, I t hink, arises from my inabilily 10 Kc thiny« 
otherwise than &s a wholc, so fAr at leait it their extern ii 
within my horuon. I destre, therefore, that their principal 
proprieties shonld all be obsenred; and the sentiment of 
order, pushed perha|>s too far nr at leasi too exclusivcly, 
leaves nie nothing to do and nothing to conduet aniidst 
disorder. I prefer to let myself go far bettcr than to attempt 
that which I cannot perform well. There are certain 
men who, although possessed of nothing, set «p a housr- 
hold ; they borrow, they ininrue, and have the Intention r>t 
paying whcn they are ablc, but in the meantime they live 
and slccp tranquüly, and sometimes even sueeeed. I could 
not malte up my inind to earn my bring in this manner, 
and even if I resolved to Chance it, 1 »hould not have the 
n«C«mry talentl. At Che tarne time any unc who, by in- 
duwry of ihi« kind, managc% to keep hit f*mily without debaa- 
mg himtetf, and wvthottt failieft in hk engagement*. u un- 
doubtcdly a priiscwccthy man. For r»y*clf, I am capablc 
of little more than dtaermining to do withottt everytMng, 
as if ihis were a law c4* nooaaaiu. t vili rndcarcmr ahray» 
to employ mcan« tfeat are tsnVstt't u. j*c ihn ii 

beat, or, by penotkü itrj-.i 

luriiCient «bich ou^ht od 
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would woik day and night at things that are 
ruitable and iwurc>\ to n to j^»-e nceciiitics to a 
10 * fhilrl, b»l to verrinn- ftraldtt mo-rttudc, and mafce 
aufltclcnt by ihe force of a ha/ardnus tnduKry tncan« that 
arc by themseJves ahogcthcr insurticient, cannot be hojtfd 
for from mc. 

From such a disposition onc grcat inconvccieoce resota» 
namcly, tfaflft I CtODOt Bf« ml ' ly and in anordcily 

manner, nor cven follow thc bent of my >nt ot 

eonr.ider tny own refiuiremcnts, ercept with faiily ■■— \A 
resourc*?, and that \f I am poMihly to bc nnmbcred amonr 
thone who arc eapahle of makme. jiood mc of whai n 
tcrtned grcot fortunc, or cven of a comfortaMc y-, l 

am also one ©f ibose who in actual dcstitulion provc Co be 
without resourcc», bircly «pöble of aroiding misery, thc 
3 jui or llie dc^raded, whcn fortunc itself docs not 
plaffl them ahove thc rcarh of want. 

Ii i3 ^cnerally said that prniprrity f* morr difficulr, to 
ill than adven-ity, but it i* qui'.e thc opposttc •-. 
man who is not subject to positive p; Um to 

aecompliih thoruughly anything that he taltea in hand, 
whtm.* fir»t nt-ed is that of Order, and whv cvrnidcrs things 
ai .i wholc taLhcr lhan in detail. 

Adversity is good for a $trong man with a touch of 
enthusinsm, for onc «hose soul clings to austcre virtue and 
who*c mind, fortunaiely U>r nmiself, duca not diaeern Ha un- 
certainty j but adverüiy is very sad and diseour igmi f. 
who findt notliingthat hc can makc useof araida u, tx cause 
it is bis desirc lo do good, and power is necesury to ac . 
betaute he would bc uvcful, and :he oppoi laity of betng 
so itt xcidom granted toan untertunnle med by thc 

noble funaticism of Kructctua, hc can withstand occaaiooal 
misfortune, but not a liie of misfortunc, again&t which hc 
rebeis, in thc end, reahsing tbat he loses tbcrein all that 
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consiiiuiea hi* existente. The rcligious man, and he 
above all who is ccrtain of a God who rcwards, has one 
great advantage ; it is very easy to bear up again&t cvil 
wlicn cvil ]•, the gratest kuoU that can be cxpcneiiocd. 1 
ruu&t confc** that 1 can acc nothing so a&tontshing in the 
virtuc of a man who is doing baole under the eye of his God, 
sacrifiring the capriee* of an hour lo » felieity wilhout limit 
or end. A man who is cntircly convmced eannot surely 
do otherwise, unlcss indoed he has taken leavc of Mi 
senses. It seems to ine evident that one who v,ivct way ot 
the sight of gold, at the sight of a beautiful wo in an, or at 
other objeeta concerned merety with the passions of the 
earth, docs not possess faith. Assuredly he sec» nothing 
clearly but this wotld ; did he behütd with the «nie 
certitude ihat heaven and that hell which he recalls from 
timc to timc, were they as present to him as the things of 
the earth are present. it would be irnpotsible für lurn ever to 
give way. Wherc w the tubjcit who, granting that he is in 
pOUeuion of hi* reasun, would not find it an ultcr iiiipwsi- 
Ulity to go contrary to the command of his prince, dul 
that prince wy to him . Herc are all the nches and 
resources of my nnlacc on rnn.iition that for the spare of 
fire mmute* fOfl <hall not tmirh thrm | my eye is upnn 
you ; if you are faithful for that »hon nrne all ihesc pottc* 
tioni and all their delighls wdl be Mincndefcd to your 
conitant enjoyment for the Space of thirty yeari.— Who 
does not see that such a man, however great hi§ desue, dort 
not need even strengüs to restrain him»elf for »0 Short a 
period? All that he nceds i» faith in the «c*d of bis 
prince. Atsuredly the temputiom of the Christian are not 
»tronger, and the life of man as compsred »ith etetr 
far lcs than five minutes in coenpariton »ilh thirty ytar», 
Thcre is an infinite distanc« betwetn ihr ksscily prgcmttd 
to the Chris. tan and the «dranläge oilcrtd to tbc sub^ct of 
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whom I am tpciJnng ; and. furthcrsaore, aboci tbc wctc 
of the princ Ihcre mny he * errtain <juahty or'doubt, whie 
at to that of Cod therc ein he nonr. H, thcrcfore. it don 
not uand demnnsifated that out of cvery Kur* '.red thoasaad 
who are denomiiutcd tmc Christians there is at mos OK 
who ein bc siid lo posaen failh, it « certain to my mmi 
that nutfainK Efl the «urld can bc demumtratod. As regvdt 
Ihc contcqueuce» »hieb lollüw fron il *, fOH will fted tbco 
exeeedingly simple, snd 1 will retum, therefore, to tbc 
wants that are created by the habit of drir.king tenneated 
liquors, I mutt do my best to aMure you that you ihoold 
bclicvc in my prombe to nsteokj ihuugh it is made feciasfr 
at a iimc when 1 am exercising the Icast control mrr 
mysclf. and have cren permitted the habit to acquüt 
greatcr strength. 

1 have tust of alt another admiwioo lo wakr lo you. and 
that i* that »leep is beginning to foraakr mr Whcn I hart 
grftwn tired of tea, I knnw of nr> oihef remedy bet »inr , 
I can only slecn by having recourse Co it. and to hexe b 
another ezeess, for I tnust take u much as penible withoat 
being visibly xfTcctcd in tht head. I know not hing so 
ridiculwu» ai a nun who proiittuic» I"* thuuyht bcfoi« 
»tianger», and malte* it potaible fot them to say tlut he 
ha» beeil dnnking by the way that he behaves and spetks. 
I!m for the man himself nothing ii pleasanter to the 
rational faculty than to diwoncert it a little oocaaioaaUy. 
I will Bven dann that a pania! exceaa in private is not less 
in place than a real exceis is shameful in tbc preaence of 
others and degradmg even in secret. Many of tbc wmc. 
Lavaux which are manufactured between Lausanne and 
Vevcy are thought unwholc»oroe, but when I am alone I 
makc use only of Courtadloux, which i» a wmc of Netxaatcl, 
and is esteemed as much as a smoll burgundy; Tt*%nt, | 
fact, regards it as cqually wholeBome- When I become 




proprietor, ! shall have evcry opportunity of passing the 
hours, and in arranging, buddim;, pruvi&ioning, and »o 
forth, shall be in a posilion to occupy tlut internal aUmiy, 
tue call* of which leave ine no repoie amiUst inaetton. 
Whilc tliese oecupations continuc, I »hall gradually diminish 
the usc of wine, and as regards tea I »hall give up the 
habii altogether, by whieh I mcan that for the future 1 
shall take it very rarely When all is arranged, and I am 
in a position to Start the way of lifc which I have wished 
for ao long, I shall thus beim pomtion to conform 10 it 
wuhout expenencing the inconvcnicnce of a sudden and 
gteat change. 

A» for the neoessitiea *h)ch ante simply out of weannew, 
I trmt that I »hall know them no longer from ihe moment 

tn * ! 2,* m * b,c lo * u ty u 8 ate a11 m y h *t> 1 » lö * gencral plan ; 
I shall fill up the hours casily, t shall Substitute 
and enjoyment» the interest of actomplishing that which ia 
hcld to bc good, and the pleasure of suhmitting to its true 
law». I am not, however, looking forward to a happincss 
for which I am nol devliticd, or which at any rate ia still 
far away for ine I am umply muguung Ibat 1 aliall 
ceas« to feel Ibc bürden of Urne, »hall bc ablo to furcstall 
weariness, or shall at least wcary mysell only after my ovo 
fashion. I have no wish to subjeet myself to a inonastic 
mir. I »hall reserve rcaources for those moments when the 
void will 1« moflt ovctwhclmiiig, but moat of them will bc 
found in moicment and aciiviiy. Other ic»ourcca will l>e 
kept withm narrow limits, and the catraordinary luclf will 
be rtgulat-.i. i | Band rule in order to fill my lifc ; 

otherwUc I »hould need exce*»e* with no other term than 
the hmit of my («wer*, and, «ven thon, how would it be 
potalble to fill a vo*d which ha» no hound«? 1 have seco 
it said that the man of feeling haa no ne«d of wine. TK»» 
may bc true for one who has not acquired the hibiL 1 




I havt been tobet aod ou a aa c J Cor a few days, arv bota 
actrar, and »kep * Ut I n*ed 
10 dim* me oot o/ ray reale» apatfay «cd to dersnft 
alifatly that dmac reaaoa wboat troe poverc weary cor 
«faOe tbey do aot fifl oer bearo. 

peoefte wbo accat to dnek atnpty Ioc tbe tta£i6ca*ioB o« cfce 
palate, for |*a>m a u ot laste, wrx\ so Uct, take a gfteae of 
•ine as lhey ioiU take aoene awectened oordiaL It ts not 
Cjoitc tha eaae all Uc aamr, bot tbey Datiere it to be to, 
lad ü* yoo were to aak th«m aboat K tbey wovid b* qaitt 
aurpriaed ai the queauoa. It « cay lateotioe to Uxbä 
■o>teU thia method of rWaading ibe enriaf ioc pkaaurt 
asd tbe futili;y of tbe houn. Wbetber «hat I thaU pat 
tnto iti pU« will not proTw of «reo teea aecownt i do od 
know, but at least I »hall be ahle to wy that bere u *e 
catahhihed rulc which tt it neceuary to fcllo*. Bot ta 
order to follow it coastandy, I arast avotd both scrapaftoea 
euaitude and exceaarre uniforoMt«; aoene pretext, soaae 
motive eveu »liooUl be fuund loa breakiog tbe nile. asd 
once brofcen ilwrc ia »■> reaaon wbj it lin.V'J cot be aal 
Saide ailvgciber. 

It U dönable that «hat pleaaea tu aboald be ünhtcd bt 
an anterior law. Wbcn plwurt i» acttuülr expeneaeed 
it is troublesome to adherc to any rnlc deeagrted to lim* 
ii. Even thosc whu would hare «uengtb «novgh fer thi» 
puruowe would be wrong not u» have deoded datmig; tbt 
penods proper für rcÜecüon thai whieb sbould be deoded 
by rcllcction . tiicy would be wrong to wait for ihe mornent 
wnen such reisoning» would alloy tba apetabk ailectioii* 
which they ait foreed to obey. By reealimg tbe reaaoni 
which forbid fürt her enjoyment, tliai enjoyineat which« 
do prrmic nurtrlvca i* redueed to a very »mall »hin,; 
of ihe nature a( plcasurc that it sbould ba poeaease- 
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& kind of abandon and plenitude— it fade» when wc 
»eck tu limit it olherwise than by necesaity, and sincc it ii 
n e ctuar y, nvtwnhsunding, thal rcason thould liuiil il, ilic 
unly way thal wc un rcconcllc buih ihcse thinga, which 
otherwite are in Opposition, is by impoting beforchand on 
pleanire tbe restraint of a general law. Though an mn-rev 
tion tnty be aJtogether fecblc, the momcnt wbcn it acts upon 
tu it (hat of a Bpecies of pawion; ehe octual thing c*n 
tcsrccly beetttniaied ai tts true value, an, for cxauipie, among 
the objccts of sight, dinicnsioru are increated by proximity 
and pretcnce close at hand- Tue principlet by which it 
it mtcndcd to moderate desirc* mutt be csUblished before 
thete trc cxpcncnccd. In the actual momcnt of passion the 
rccoUccuon 01 ihit nilc it no longer the importunate voice 
of cold rcöccüon but the law of ncccwity, and this law 
will not trouble a wis« man. 

Il it ihcicforc cascntial thal liic law tbmild bc jcvncral ; 
tiut ul particula: tatet » und« too »Uung tut pic iura. At 
the tarne time toiuethmg tdould be abandoned to eiecum- 
stances | this is a liberty which we sbould pretene, becauac 
it it imponiblc to foretec everythmg, And we thould more- 
over tubmit ourtclvea to our own law« only sdter the tarne 
manncr that our naturc hat tuhjugated ut to thote of 
neccasity. Thcic thould be independence in our aiTcctions, 
but at the tarne time an independence conuincd wuhin 
iimiU which it mutt not overttep. They are timilar to the 

. ■ ...:: : 1. i ik1> ii the e m 1 b*n u icd, 1 mm tftii - l 
or 100 undorm, they otn have no grace, while, on the otb#r 
hand, they sie wisiting hoth in decency and Utility il they 
are too sudden, irregulär, or involuouiy. 

It is an exceva in oider iLtelf 10 prctcrul 10 h*rmon*«e 
pcrficcily, 10 moderate and regulatc onc's •. ■. md 

tu »1 ränge them with rigid economy 10 st to rusi. 
duiaWc and, *» it »cre, perj*tasl. Sucst «btoJuic 1 
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flcMoe attncts and cftrhes os «kh 

aad kxoos «v VVe urc in Ute 
ot* aB oar data* t&at of a perfcc* 

natural. 



* vcty raariy poa si M f 
4 yiut aa sadaeaa >eat 
pudrt of rUaaa», and 
order auy gel] bc tae 

I find ü difSrait to rcafcae how it is ihat peocJe acet 
h M oricario n trom Bqnoca «bea taey have che intoxicataon et* 
othertfatags. b not the »i— liiiof paraaiiiima tobeaougbt 
in the need ot eaaoüoe ? Wba« «t arv agitaicd by tbcaa, 
what can we fiad in wie«, ualca* st bc a repoat «aka 
•Bipcrxl» the» «moaodetate actio«? 

h vouid appear thac the nan of great reapoaaibiläncs 
aeeka in winc obarrioo aad caaai racher tbao cnci gy — lh a a 
conce, «hilc ic caeitea me sometiaaea, bring» aleep to my 
braia, wfaka aas bcca tatigued by sceac other agitaiaon. It 
i* not uiually the need ot* ftrong improanont whkh leads 
strong touk to exeeti in wioes or läqucan. A itrong xm\, 
oecupied witii great thinga« andi io law purum aad taeir 
ordcily govciniucnt an actmty n>or* wwtiiy of .Weif. Wiac 
can uuly bring it icsl Wcic it otberviae, ahy have to 
uuny heioes oi bistory, so many ruiers, so many mästen oi 
tbe world been in the habit of crinking ? llard drinking 
was regarded as an honourable thing by morc thao one 
nation, yet many remarkablc men had rcroune to it when no 
weh glory waa aitributcit tu i! I Irare, taetcfurc, all thoac 
who were cairicd away by opinion, and all taoae raten »ho 
wert only ordinary pcisont. Thcrc icmain some sträng 
men, oecupied over things which were useiul, and such 
have been able to find in wine alone repose for a braia 
orercharged with care* the urjjency of »hieb was minimised 
by the habit, yet without deatroying thai urgesKy, »ine* 
thcrc was no escape (Vom lt. 
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LÜTTER LXV 



St. hArttofciit, July \\ \S\\\\. 

You may reit assured that 1 shall ullci no Opposition to 
your views | should my wcakncss require nie to be some 
day restored to rcason over this matter, I should then rrcur 
to your lettcr. My fecling <>f shamc would bc deeper 
berauxe soine yrtrat change musl luve previously come uver 
me, lui at the present ume 1 ttimk absolutely as you da 
Until then, if it bc usclcss in this respeet, your lettcr doei 
not gratify me lew. It ii füll of tbat solicitude of tme 
fnendship which dreads above all things that a man to 
whom we have, so to «peak, transferred a part of our»clvc» 
should allow hin» elf to lapv froni virtue. 

No, ! shall never fordet that mnnry i* onc of ihc great 
Instruments of man, and that hy it.*. u*c he showi what hc 
is, The best |K?s*ibIe is mxcly gTanted us. Conditions, I 
incun, aic so opposvd, that to do good under all circutn- 
s Lances is next to impvvnble. I retard it as cttsenial tu 
live willi a ccrUiti dcccticy, managt"*: my houivliukl ufTjira 
on an eaay scale and by a icgulatcd mctliod. But aetting 
this aside, it is inexcusahle for a rcasonable nerton to waste 
on aujwrfluiticj that which can bc applied to better things. 

No onc is yet airan; that I intend taking up my abode 
in this place, bul I am having %omc furniturc and a nuniber 
of other crTccu brought frorn I.iu-annc and Vevcy. Somc 
have therefore concluded that I UP '" ■» enou^'h to saennce 
a considerableamount to thccapnccs of atransitory ipj 
and that it is my intentton to hire a houic for the svmrner. 
Hcnce they have infened that I am extravagant, and though 
it ls thought that I am alijchtiv out of my rnind, I have 
carncd a good dcal of fcApret in ronicqticncc. 

Thnse who hart better clais hou-cs to let do not appro*ri» 
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me u tbey woidd an ordieary individual, i*xi for cn< 
im tenpted to offex mach che «me homtge 10 my kwi* 
»b»n I think that ooe persoa U already betng nside happy. 
Huitx guro bw «rvuiMi for Iwp« ; if hfl w conttatcd wtffa 
to litllc concecn oti taj put, otbm pcseap« wil be to 
oov that it ■ possiblc lue mc to do soaDCtrua*. ^ar.t, 
wtarinrs» and unceTtaiaty tie jrour haods cren ovcr oaatless 
which tic not rukxl by moncy. It i* impow-ible to arrange 
anyihing, or to folluw «ny dtfined plan ; cnoompaned by 
mcn wboaicovcrwhclmcd by tu ul imune, thiju^b pcOMMJOf 
somc citcmal advanuge, we c*n do nothi&j to «ssat ibea, 
not even auke our inability known, so that thcy may not 
cheris.'i ccicntmcut. Where is be who df Garns of Ute 
fecundity of wr-ilüi ? Mcn lote tt »* they Kjuandcr thear 
power», theif health amt btn i<MI I: » 10 casy to 
hoani it or wxiic it, so ditticult to employ it weil 
Therc is u eure* of my ucquainunce nc&r Friburg who U 
iied, ill nounshed and does not spend a stiver na- 
saiily ; bc givescvecythinsaway, and ako gires intelli 
genily. Üno of hie paribhiuners, I htar, Ulks aboui tu« 

it«ii.c but such anriet &i admän 

Wncn we thmk ol the iniportance d timc and üat of 
nioney, it is painful to witness tbc loss of a Single raoment 
or a Single penny. All tnc same, we arc bome away by the 
llux of evenis, and wbile some arbitrory Convention coruumes 
twenty louis, a nccettitous penon falls to obtain a crown. 
Chance bringt us or takes away !->r morc livm would be 
neocasary to consolc ihc uniottunaic. Anoihe* Chance 
COndemna to inaeimty the man whoac geniux migbt hx»e 
saved acountry. \ bullet destroys a seeond ofwhom great 
things were predicted, and who had been gradually prepored 
for them by the eaperience of perhsps ihirty years, Arnidst 
such uncertauuy, and under buch a law of nevesoay, «bat 
bicomvi oi all out caiculauon*and ad caacütud« in -ctails? 






Apart from ihis incertilude, onc would not wish for 
cambnc handkerchiefs; cotton oncs would ans wer just tu 
weilt and would enable us to give something to the poor 
jourueyrnan artuan who goes w;thout im tutaeco when lic 
ii m work inside j hou&e because hc has nu handltcichici 
which he can dare to usc betöre everybody. 

Such a life as thi» exceUent curt leads must be a bappy 
onc, and if I wert* pastor of a vilJage I should makc haste 
tu du likewise, before conrumol habit made comtorU 
indii(>cn&able 10 me. But celibucy, soluudc and indc- 
pendence of the world's opinion would be requim«, for, 
without these, eicessive exaeutude might prerent me tian- 
teending tue limits of so narrow a tpberc of Utility. To 
diftpote onc's life in this w*y i% to lirnit it too dofccly, and 
yet, depan from it and you arc at once made lubject to all 
those conventional wantg the scope of which it ia dilficult 
to denne, and which carry us so far away from the true 
oeder that people with a revenuv of 30,000 livn» will 
»iiimk from an cxpcndiluro uf twcnty franc». 

Wc do nt.L sumcicntly icaluc ihe lecliny» of a wuinan 
who, dragging hctseli along x road with her child, waiiüng 
bread for hcneU and for him, at last pirln up or receives a 
•ilvcr cnin. 5he then enten with confidcnc« lome lodging 
»her« there will be »traw for both ; before rttinng to rat the 
can make a bread -puddmg ; »hc falb aalccp ciui^kly and 
aleeps with contenuuent, leaving the necdi of ihe mwiow to 
Prondence 

What evils to foiciec and tO repair, wbat consolations to 
Import, what plraxurra to inaurc, all of which irr, kj to 
»peak, conuinod in one pune of gold, tilce teeret xnd 
forgotten seeds, wmtmg only the tboughtmloesa of a 
generout heart in order to bear nch (nnt. A «hole 
country 15 umerabta and depmaed ; rjoccau 1 .' 
divjrdcr have daeuuraged all heul« ; «I 
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chafc Eril temper, disscnsiont, Kckcess, poor ooarish- 

ment, laut*) «ducslton, »Hamcful habits, all may be 
Universal order, pcaxe, confukncc, iliosbc rcatcucd. 
including hope ineif and good raanner*. fiuittolaess of 
moncy I 

He who ha< adopted a definit* way of lifr, who*e lifV e*n 
thercforc Sc regulated, whose incomc ia 11**7« lne ä*™^ 
who hves within hir. income, is dreuaucrihcd theretyr, just 
as a man is govemed by the law» of his noiure ; ttte beir 
to a »mall patrirnony, a country minister, a quiet man 
of mcaa« ; all the»e can calculatc what thcy hatc, fix 
anniuJ cxpcndtturc, roduce their pertonal «anu to *b*o!ut 
neceasitie», and then »et asidc whaterer lirtle eaaj 
for an enjoymcnt which will not pcrisb. No Single 
iboold leaTe ihcir hands without l>ringing pleasure ot ti 
tQ the heait ofsome unfortunate. 

I entcr willi ftflvCtaOO thil palriarchal kitditn, under 
simple roof, in tiic • :)i« \.i L)«y. 1 vec 

prepored with milk because iL cost* le« ihn» butter ; soap 
is madc from herhs bccause tbc mcat brotb ha» be«! ttken 
tö a sick person at half a league away from the hon«- Thr 
beat fniiu atc »old in ihc town, and the produre cnaMo *nmc 
mcasurcs of maiac flour to be diatnbuted amunj; the needict 
women of the district, not as alms but on the piciesacc of 
matcrial for making puddings and cakes. The wl 
fruit» which are not costly, such as ehernes, £< 
and the ordinary grapc, are consumcd with as »noch rthaa 
as the fine pears or peachcs which are not roorc rcfreah- 
ing, and are devoted to a heiter purpoa*. 

In the house all is clean, but rigorou» in its «mplieiry. 
Had avarice or penury romtituted thii nile, it wouJd 
»ad to behold, hut in this case it is the economy ot* 
volence. The methodtcal privations, tbe voluntary scverity 
are aweeter than all the resource» and hiiahncw of 4 
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voluptuous life ; these latter become necessities, thc privation 
of which 15 intolerablc, yet in which no pleasure is centrcd ; 
thc for mer furrüsh cnjoyment cret rcpcited, and yct Irving 
us our mdependcncc. The cluthc* ofchildreii and hulier 
■re generally of «rong maicriaU in tcxturc and not casily 
»oiled. Thc wifc wears only a white cotton dress, and crery 
year somc pretext is fonnd for distribming soo ells of linen 
among thosc who, cicept for svirh bounty, might scarccly 
postess under garments. There is no china in the housc, 
with the exccpuon of two Japanese cups, which have long 
done servicc in the family. Everything eise is made of 
hard wood, pleasing to the eye and kept with extreme 
cIcanncM; it breaks wiih difiVulty, and can be renewed 
at very little cofit, so that there is no need to fear anxiety 
or complainL There is order without bad temper, and 
activity without m<juietude. There aie no servants in the 
hou&«; iU tarcs beintf fcw and under ;;wJ re^ulation, 
the work u done by the Umiiy in oidcr to preaetve iU 
freedom. I'urthermore, they do not like either to be on 
the watch or to lutTer lo«, and are happier with extra work, 
provided that it increases eonfidencr. There is, however, 
onc »oman, onee a beRgar, who eome» for an howr daüy 
to do thc roughest pari of the labour, and on each oecaaion 
ahe carrie» away her stipuUtcd recompense. With um 
kind of life they know their expenditure to a penny. Thcy 
knuw also the «lue of an «iu. and how to rivc away, 
without retrettinu it, a saek of ftour to the poor debtor 
perweuted by a rtch creditor. 

It is eascnüal to the order itself that it ahould bt 
followed without repugnance ; actual wams are esuy to 
connne by rustom within the lirmts of what is 
neceaaary; but the wanu of wtaritwss are 
limits, and they lead futheiuorc to ad 
of tancy as Uliini table as thcmsclve». 
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hu been foreseca, so that no distaate may intcrfete 
with tbe humony of ihe »hole. They nuae no ose <af 
untt, whicli rewler cur avnaationa irregulär, ranlin| 
at oiicc avidity and cAMHioO ; wme* «ad cc6r* ar* ata« 
kfUfrJktCd , tea alone u permitted, but not uuder uiy 
circumstances morc often than once erery fire day*. No 
fettivai* eome to trouble im»c.inaiion by antieipated e»J0f« 
mmi, hy inrfirTermce, whrthor tinfnrt*een or aflrrtcd, or 
by i!k loa and ihr weanncaa wbich luccccd e^Oatfy 

to lrustialcti 01 satitued desires. 

All diyi are pretty mueb alike, in oruer thit all may 
b« happy. When wmc »rc fo irr and some 

arc fot work, the man that 11 not compctled by ntctaasty 
soon becomes diacontented with everyihing «Ad carioiu 
to make a trial of some other mode of Nving. The 
incertitude of our hearts requim cither uniformity to 
fix it, or perpelual rancly to keep iL in suapensc aml 
laM.inalion. Annisciiicinx invoht c&i»tnditure, ud thu» 
in üic wearmes* of plruure* onc Iqim not uulr per- 
aonal contentmene but the opportunity of being bclo*«d 
in ihe mid*t of a rantented rilla^. At the ume üae, 
it doc« not follow that cwry hour of lifc »hould be 
intfpld and joylcw. We may hroome aneuttomed !o the 
uniformity of wearinesi» but characier is ittcred therrby; 
the tlUposition becomes haid or morose, and in ihe 
midst of the peace of thinns therc is no longer the peace 
of tbe toul or the calm of bappineM. KcaJisinjt tbia, our 
rxrcllent OlTl is anxioua thai the aerrtesa which he rexder», 
and the order which he hai catahlishcd, ihould ronfrr 
upon his family the felicüy of a simple lifc, and not tbe 
bitternesa of privaiions and of miscry. Each day brrap 
the children ns period <>! cnjuynu.ni, of auch a kind tJati 
H [■ possible tu renew it daily. No day «ver eoda 
wilbout amuserncni für them, and «uhout ihcu parenta 
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having t)ic pleasurc of patent», tlut, nanicly, of »cemg 
thcir chjldrcn alway* growing btp phl white alway* growing 
better. The evening me-al i» taken early, and comiits of 
simple but pleasing viands, which Iney often pftpftCl for 
thcmvlvcs. After supper there arc gnmes in common 
AI home or at ihc houses of iheir ncighhours; running, 
Walking, the gaiety so necessary for childrcn, and so 
good at any age— thc*e thtngs nercr faii thetn, m> inuch 
is the mastcr of tbe houi« convinced tlut happmrv« 
depends on tirtue, aa viittic diapose« to happincss. 

'I hi* ix how life should be led ; hercis how I should choose 
lo lead it, above all if I had a consi«icrable revenue. But 
you know what chimera I nourish in mjr thooghtti I do 
not belicve in it, and yet I do not know how to rcjeCML 
Fomme, wlm.li hus given me neither wile, doi childicn, nor 
fatherland, but has condetuned ine to 1 know not what of 
iaoUtcd rcMlessncss, which ha» aiways pretented me Uota 
taking any part in the world as other men do; my ddiny. 
in a word, renin* mc always in the strugglc of endeavour, 
from which u hever pcrrniis me to escape. It doca not 
indeed disposc of me, but it prevents mc disposing of 
myself. It would seem u if there is some furce which 
resUains and prcparc* me secretly, tlut my life has some 
tcrrrstrul end »tili unknown, and that I am menod for 
aomething aa to which I have no eoneeptlon. Thil Mf 
bc perhop» an Illusion, and yet I cannot votuntarily dUrniss 
what I think 1 fortsee, and what time may actually have in 
resenr for mc. 

A» a fart, I might icttlc in;. < \i l»*rc I tf Ntffty in the 
way of winch 1 »peak; my ubjeet would indced l>e inauffi- 
cwnt, but iL would at lcast bc ceruan , and, secing plainty 
to what 1 mu»t htneeforth be devot cd. I should compel ray- 
»elf to oecupy in Ihif daily oouxM the diaquietado which 
unpeia mc. Assuring withio a nanow cuxle tbe g 
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fc« bcb, I ■■oald padaaay faayet bo* andern I am to tne 
rare* U-jce. I anarf* pocaibiy »Jopt tfaia coorae . all did 
doc fad mpdf an m iiaagiir arb** «oo&d dVary oat all 

focm,>boae prapcM I iterid fcfio« in all bb oVtaih ; bad 
I a wile »to Icmd the cates of a a^Ucaaoaangd hoattchold, 

WM VOSld DJLaUllj CB&ef BIO aay * ie*V VOO WOQjd ■Du 

and «Bfoy likc myielf all 
otbex vafrat Üun ibac of a 

to. jr. » * » 3» j'* » - » ■ 

I nHo uao NM be coaafMed to faaVna oraev n ifae 
tbaags of private IbV An obarare vnfley wooid beforat 
tbe tole rubatabfe «attk. Soffmaf wooid «äst tbcre no 
loe^.aedltboaMthMUcoetcatatL Aia*frwjttiil 
sa*B be oahr a tundfel of dost, wftüdb evta tbe wutma »Ol 
have ibaodooed, I ia%hi ercti oocae lo rcgatd tbc *f»mg 
fron» wbicfa I obcaioed an aar ihamtihlf wj^äf of water as 
an adäquate mroement, aad it wooid b* eaoqg'n for tb« 
eojöyment oc* tny day« rf !rn ram£ka faand my evitttnct 
uacful 

In a suitablc locality I aVoold enjoy tbe sirnplkfey of 
the mounujn rnore than tbe luxurious ways of gieat towns. 
My flow would 6c of plana* of punr, and n place of polished 
wooda I ahoold luve (hoc walai ; oay fuxiuus« wooid also 
be [iine, and not mabogany. 1 ihauld enjoy aettäaa> cncst- 
nuta in the ashes on the kiteben heartb as nach aa 1 
enjoy being seated on wmc elegant artieie of fctreinue 
twenty feet difctant from a drawing-rooro firc and m the 
: of forty wax candles. 

But I am alonc, and beyond thia reasoa I havt ytt 
otbers for doing differently. Diu 1 know who aill skare 
my «ay of living, I should know in accocdaocc «nih 
requirements and what last« I should bav« to 
Could I be jufficiently UACful in my dornest 















»ce that I limited thereto every cchim ieration of tbt? future, 
tut, Ignorant as to those wii» whorn I am üestincd to live, 
and al>u as to what will become of ine, l have no wish to 
sever relations which may become indispensable, and 1 
must not adopt habits that are too individual. My arranRc- 
ment* will therefore be made in aeeordance with the plarr* 
that 1 am in, but in uich a manncr that I «hall nrrtcatntngc 
from mc any of thosc who can bc said to bc onc of outsclve» . 

My fortunc is not considerablc, and othcrwise I ihould 
tearcely introduce into an Alpine rallcy any misplaccd 
limine»; such seenca consoU with the mhi I - i:y that I like, 
not that cice&sci are unknown thrrc, or even fanciful wanu. 
Perhaps it can searecly be said that tlie coimtry ia ilaelf 
simple, but it suits simplicity. Rate of circumttanee is 
pleaaantcr therr than claewhcre, and luxury i» lc*% attractive. 
Many naiur.ii tttogl ;*"■ DM as yet ridiculous. It itt not a 
place that should bc chosen il onc '• icduced to a pitlanor, 
but any one who haa just enough is betler off therc than 
elscwhcTc. 

I am con»c*i'icntly makin^' my plan» n* if I wer* fairly 
rrrtam of (*a*inK my lifr thtmn, and I thall catabbsh in 
all things a method of living nuch aa rircumataneea indiratc. 
After I have proftded for necessitica my remaininj; income 
will not exceed cight thousand üvres per annum, but this will 
be tufikient, and will cinLa/rass me less tlian double the sum 
in an ordinary place, or four times tbc amount in a largc town, 
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A*> 19 (VJIH 
Thosc who dislike a rhiff of »ervuu should bc uns* 
a*d with onc »hom rüste« will let thcni mite usc of 
pretiy miu-h ai ttu . * himadf 

rety fair »m öd^ercoily fed. 



29° 



OBERMANN 



he is avtisfied in this respect to be a üitle bctter off thio 
hii maslvr; tS, bnfa btfiqj waniing, I haTcrccourse I 
night U> «>nic Kay rnihout uudrcMnfc be Biake* ahifi alter 
tb« aame ruanncr, and doe» not rmdcr mc too teutablc cd 
bis eondeseension, whirh, in turn. I do ool abuse, and 
have therefore >i**1 a maltrcu pfoenred for him. 

For the rr«, it mits nie to have a prfton al*«xit DM »00 
. oendem of mc, strictly speaking. People who can 
do nothing on their own initiative, and uc foeeed, natiuaDi 
and by inaptitude, to owe everything to anotner, arc too 
difficult to deal iritb. New having acquired anyiiiiog as 
the toult of thcir OWH c(T'>iu, they harc had no ©pj«oi 
toolty to leim the value of thinga or to undcn;o volunUry 
[itivations. and hence all thesc Are hatehil to them, They 
do not distinguish between pcnury and reasonahle econotny. 
or between .1 vnn'.nl (hfl mnmentary discom- 

fort impoüud I>y circumatanc«*; bvoci Khofe wants are to 
iiiuch Ihc Icia limited, bccAutc wtthOQt yuu they could 
Mpfoo to nothing. I.cave them to thcnuelvo ftfid tney *ül 
scarcely earn coarte bread ; take them und« jx.ur 

and they dcvpiae vegetabtaa, btfebert meat is tooa. 

and water diw^rcea wilh their Constitution. 

Hcre I am at last in my own dormeile, and that too in 
the Alps. Not so many ycars since thl.i would hare been 
a great Iwppiness ; now it u merclv a pleaiure tbai T have 
found something to d<x I have engaged «orknten &om 
La Gruycre to build mc a wooden honte« wilh störet afier 
the fashion of the eountry. I have ttarted by rai- 
Iptcioui roof covered with dn<r//ti to eonneet tbv baro with 
the house, and having the wood-hoiiae and the well Im 
It At the present moment this nnswers for the 001 
Workshop, while inmc shantics have been hutily knoefc*d 
up whercin we pass the night, so long as tbe clcmcnry of 
the seaaon petroitt it. In Uli» wav the builden are not 
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inconvcntf nced, and llicwurk advances the quicker. Thcy 
raake thcir kitchcn in common, jo hcie I am at llic hcad 
of a midget State, at onoe industrious and united. Hantr, 
my prrmc minister, does not disdain to c»t with the work- 
men occA*lonaIly. I have led him to undcritand that, 
although hc is the Intendant of my buBdloga, in order to 
be loved by my pcople hc must in no sense despise persona 
of free condition, peasants and craftsmen, considering that 
the philosophy of the age may j^ivc them sufficitOf ajtur- 
ance to term him a valet. 

If you have a moment to spare, let me have your ideai 
as to any deuils wluch may QCCQI to ynu, »i> that in 
artanging things for a considerable tinic to come, pcilup» 
even for lifo, I may do nothing which I shall have to alter 
subscquently. 

Writc 10 me at ImenstrAm, nrar Vrvry. 



1.1- TTT.1-: I XVTJ 
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I«KMSTtOM./i^^< (VIII). 

My hermitage Is not illuminaied by to* morning rays at 
any season, and rave in the wintcr it scorcely bchnld* the 
setting tiun. About the summ er solsticc there is no twilight, 
and the dawn H pcreeptiblc onJy lomc thrce hour* aftcr 
it ha* appeared on the hotiron. 1t it then vuiblc betwecn 
the straight stems of the pine tre« hard by a bare KU 
BoarinK higher than the sun into hearen, buc wbereon 
its ltght is thrown; it seem* borno upon the breast of the 
torrent, «bore the fall fhercof; with siirfiaatinj: bnllianec 
ita bcamsaie broken ever ihr black wood ; tu lumtnovi ditc 
sleep« upon the wild and umbrageou» mounuii 
ilope» arc still in shadow ; it ihowa Ukc ihe ghttering eye c 
some *»arthy eolomus. 

But it it roost at ihc apf*o*c4»e* of tbc «qeznoc that il 
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ercnifft wtt be wowUHul and tnily descrring oa* a 
ey«. Thc gm^e ol ImcrikUüm dctcrtid» opcning 
thc wmtct »unael, thc loutbetn slopc »ifl be öl darkaaaa* 
while thia which looki towarda thc aoath, aod vi wiucb 1 
havr :»k?n potttaaion, »11 jkwifir«! wirb bc sple»doCI <rf 
ihr wtt in;; aun, will hchold «.hat aun *|t>eochcd in ibe ratf 
lake cmhlaznned by thc firca thereof. Theo will my ÖMf 
▼aller bc os a refage of cquablc teroperatsre between the 
bu-ninj; piain cxhauited by thc iung glarc. and tbc froaeo 
anow of thc nimaitl whirh »tand round it to- the et». 

I luve «eventy rood» of vety fair mcadow-bnd, twenty c* 
eiccileni •oodland and ncxily thirtynVe more <rf wbkh tat 
aurface u pari rock, part wet and *hady manhlaad, aad 
tbc fCfBAimlrr novervd wilh eilher thua or impencttable wood- 
Und. Th ponfea »»11 yicld pracucally no produc. 
etacntuüly a bairen traci from which no other advantagr « 
denved tlun the pleuure of cnclosing it at onc'< ovo, and 
ol being able at will to arTange it to one*i o«n UkJog, 

What plrasrt mc bc« in thia pmperty, outiide iu vtui- 
tion, la that it i« very com part, and CAS I»r mrludcd in s 
common enclosurc. It contain», mor<*ov« f no ficlrfs anö 
no vineyard. Possibly che vinc mighi anawer if the timlvr 
were cleared ; once upun a tiinc there would aeem to haw 
becn aciually a vineyard, which ha» now been repUced by 
chesinut trecs, and lhc«c I prefer WBJ much. 

Wlic.it answers badly ; rye, ii it aaid, would do well, bul 
would aerre only as an articlc o( exchange, and for thia 
purpose cheesc» would be morc convenient. It ia roy 
ambition to snnplify all houschold toils and cares, thus 
cnauring order and thc Icaat possiblc embarranmen!. 

On thia oecount I tum no desire for vinc», as they 
cnuil great labour, and though I would luve a man 
oecupied, I would not have bim ovcrbuidcnoi Theo 
produce, furtherraore, u too irregulär aod uncauuo, and 
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1 pretfrr to kno* my possibiiities and resources, Nor do 
I c*/c foi fieids, becaus« ihc werk which they entail is 
unequal, white hai'-storms, and here cspecially the froats 
of the xnonth of May, too easily injurc the harrest, andj 
Ustly, their aspect is, generally speaking, either di&agree- 
ablc or indifferent 10 uie. 

PaMure. woodland and fruit — diese are all (hat I aik 
for, ctpecially in this country. Unfoitunately, fruit «» 
acanty at Imcnsuöm. This 1* j teriou» drawbatk , long 
waitmg is indispeusaölc for the cnjoyment of the Ireea 
which are planieil by one's seif, and I, who like io be 
in security as io the fotiire whilc yet couming only Da 
the presem, faave na great fancy for waiting. A* her» 
thcre was no house, so airo liiere vrcrc DQ fruit txcea, 
cxwpt aornc cbestnuü and rcry yld |j1uih nees, which 
appaienily yu back to the pcnod wlico the Tineyird was 
in cxütence, and *o also, douhtlc**. »oroething in the 
way of habitalions. The ground mdeed appear» to haTe 
beeil broken up into several holdinijs, but lubtcqucnt to 
their unificaüon it has serred as pasturagc for cows 
going up to [hfl inounuins in spring and Coming down 
für the wtntcr. 

This autumn and tbc spring foüowing 1 shall plant a 
good many applcs and wild ehernes, »üb some pear» and 
some plums. As regard» otner fruit trees, I prefer Io dia- 
pense with them, fot they could be obtamnj only with 
dinVully. I conclude that one is tolerably well off wiih 
the native producta of any giten place, and that the pains 
which are involTcd in securing what a climatc will afford 
only with trouble, cost morc than such tlungs am würth. 

For a similar rt ason I shall niakc no pMtCfiOt to secure 
eveiyttiing lhat mijht be held neccasary, or for which I 
could nnd a use. liiere is rauch that it will be better 
to obtain by the way of «change. In a large docnaati 
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I du not, of courw, ditapptort of niakmg crctythiaf en 
Ute spot — üncfi, bread, wme ; <>i hftviog ptf* in (t. 
turkcp, pcftoocks, juinca-fowl. rabbit*— wtiaöoerer, «oder 
Knod managcment, mi^nt prow advanUReous. Bat I 
harc ohocrvcd, wiih somc aatomshment, tbo*e vjuaW 
and ill rqjulated househnld* whcre, with * view ro an 
econoray which is always prccamous and oftcn barden- 
soine, a UundrcU anxkrtiea, ■ hundred occasioas of bai 
temper, a hundrtd opportunitie» Tor Ion are indücriiin- 
nately adopted. AU rural otcupitmn-x are usefut, bat 
most of ihcm only when they can bc ananged caaWy Oft 
a somcwhat considerable scale. Othenr«ftt B e* £sr bettcr 
k to a special avecation, and see to that thoroQghly. 
By ftimpitfiiration the routinc i*> renJered fnor- easr, the 
raind is Icü re&tlcA», «rvant* are mort fiaithful and 
domestie lifo i& muüi plcasanter. 

L'ould I make annually a hundied pieecs of Imca, 1 
might entertain the notioa of the connected toconvenience 
in my home ; but for the sake of a few dls ihall 1 statt 
towin^ hemp and flau, bc at all the pain* of steeping Ihr 
raw matcrial, pinking ii f cmploying Spinner», »ending, I knerw 
not whcie, to have it made into llncn, and cUcwhetc soll 
for its blcaching? If everything «vre carefuUy atlculftted 
— losee*. peculations, wurk ill donc, indirect corts— oll taken 
into aecount, 1 am convinoed that I shouU find my linen 
unusually costly. In place of thit, I »elott rt a* I pktN» 
indcpcndcntly of all such rare. I pay only what it b 
actually worin, bcciusc I purchase a quantity at a time from 
i stDte. In addition to this, I do not change my mercr.ar.ii. 
like workmen or domntics, except when it ia «nposoible to 
do otherwise, and this, vhaicvcr may bc argued, oeeur* 
rardy when sclcction hau been maric with the intcMtoa of 
nut altering, and wlicu a man on hii own pirt doca that 
which ii just for their aatisUction. 
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LETTER LXVIU 

iHXMlkAu. /*/?*$ (VIII ). 

The »me idcx has occurrcd to both of us as rcgards 
.> in* Asylurn. I confcw that a moderne degrec of eold 
is to mc o* objcctionablc a* a vcry grcat dcgrcc of hcAt. I 
detest north windn and miow . Trum the earhcat uiiies my 
inclinations (urncd tuwards thosc pleauuu cltniates wherc 
wuit<rr i* uiunovrn. and al one timc I thouuht it. to to 
■peak, abturd for any one to live at Archangcl or Yctiiickk. 
I h.ive still a dirticiilty in rcalismg that commerce and ihc 
arte can bc pursued in some lost place near the Pole, whcre 
during so long a scason all liquids are solid, the carth 
is in a State of petrificaüon, and the outward air inortal. 
It 11 ihr tun i which appeau to nie uninhabiublc ; a« for 
the torrid wnc 1 cannot understand whj it was »o icganlevl 
by the .incicnt*. Its unds are sterile undoubtedl», but one 
rannot help fecling thal regions wnich are otherwise well 
wate red muat !*• BOT* »uitahle to man, makin^ hin needs 
few, and miniatering wlth the produets of a plcnufui and 
continuous Vegetation to the one absolute wani which he 
cxpericnoes. Snow it is aaid has its advanuge-*, and this is 
certam, for it fertiuses ground which is naturally wantmg in 
fertility , but 1 thould prrfer place« which are productivc by 
n-iturc, or can bc rendered so by other rneant- Snow hat 
also in beiutics, and this must bc the cjue, for beauty is to 
bc found in all things when they are considrrcd ander all 
their aspects ; the beamtet of anow .irr, howerer, the last 
which I should |>cf*onaJly diseover. 

But now ilui indcpcnilcnt hfc it for mc only s* a for- 
got'.en dicam. now that 1 ihould perhapa »eck nothuig but 
to temain unmoved so long as hunges, cold, or wearinest 
not compcl mc to activity, 1 begin to judge cli 
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flecürely raiber chan fcnthneotaüx- For, paming the trrae 
k I bot cad in my r wen, the frosen sky of the SuBoaeöes 
duc» as »eil «s the mild heavea vi loofe tVhat I tmr>i 
iiatc moit rcason to fear would possibtj bc ibe cinraryvq 
(ine weather of hol countrics, whcre tbe c ..*bitam 

ha« atxlj hrtn rain a doren tunei. Froc dar* are ten; 
cnnvcnicm. hui In apite of ihr «nid, ihr min* and :hc 
mdancholy I can better icJeratc tbe wcari n e aa of 
bad vcather than the »earinea» of the beautiful 

1 do not »leep so weU a» I naed Ka, and tbe 
of ihc night», combmed with th« dcairc for repove» nute 
think of the inseet »courges »hich tormenc rnen m trojaca) 
eountrics, and even in the lummer tcaaon Ol" several 
nonhern rcgioni. The descro arc no longer Cor a*e; che 
needscreated by Convention have become cny natural needa. 
Of whal contcquence to oe it the indcpeodenoc of man? 
I rtquirt oionty, and vfefa muncv 1 can bc a» well off at 
St- Pctctabutg aa ai Naplc». In the north mau 11 aob- 
jugated by ncccuttiea and by obttacles ; in the »vulu bc u 
ciuijved by indolencc and plcaiure. In tbe nort 
d«titute percon has no aiylura ; nc ii naked, coid, hu 
and Naluntfor him i* no le« icrriblc lhan ihr alxmhoute 
Ihc priaon. At the equator hc ha* forest*, ind Naiurr 
»uffiec him so long oa man u absent. Thcrc at Icait hc 
find an aaylui» from miscry and oppreuion ; but cor mi- 
ftelf, bound os 1 am by my lubiu and my deatiny, I am fee- 
bidden to travcl so far. 1 aeck but a convcnicnt cell »her* 
I can brealhe, aleep, rtnalB io Ai w-.ni.tli, »alk up and 
down, and keep aecount of my exprntea. It ja muefa therc- 
forc to have built onc hard by an overhanging and rV >■ 
rock, hard by a foaming torrent, thing? which rctnmd 
(Vom timc to lim« Chat I might luve donc diffctcmly. 

NolwiUistanding, 1 mu»t own iluC l didiluuk vf 
and eveu bad a uiind to acc it, but 0u& 1 have reim 
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Itmatc is cemperatc ; you 11 
the intcnsc hcat of the Julian plains, and, on the other, the 
rougb alternations and eaccsnivc cold of the Alps. Snuw 
falls there rarely, and docs not rcmain when it falle. Tberc 
are oaid 10 be iorely olive trces. and the scenery 14 bcauiiful ; 
at the »amc timc a is aii out-uf-ihe -way ».orner, Morc cvcd 
Ihan ihn du 1 fear the iialian rnanner, and when, over and 
»bore that, I remember its mone-built hautet 1 ceasc to 
trouble about it. It mcant practicolly giving up Switrcrinnd. 
Chc?*el I should ha»e liked far beucr, and that ia wlicre I 
ought to he, but it «low not $ccm that I can. I have been 
led herc by a power which i\ pcrliaps unly the rcsult ol my 
firsi dreams of Swiuerland, yet 11 seems o( anulher order. 
Lugano haa a lake, but a lake cuuld be no adequate icaaon 
for leaving you. 

l"h*t pari of Swilxerland wlicre I hare fi*ed my abode 
ha» hreome, «o to «i|>eak, my rnimiry, or at least, It U like 1 
country whcre I have pas*cd h.i|>py fCUB at the firm pcrlod 
of my lifo. 1 dwcll herc now with indiiTcrcncc, and this is 
■ gteat proof of my müforuinc yet 1 think that it would 
be dl with me elscwhere. This lovely basin which forms the 
castern end of Lake Lcnian, »o vast, »u roraantic, ao fincly 
»unuuiHJcd; llica* wuuUcn houwft, IhCM." cliAIcU, lh«;»c knie 
which LOinr 4ik! ■...., 1 .uryiniEthcir mountam belli; Hie iaci- 
litics of the plaina and the proumlly ol che high peak« ; a 
kind of mannet which it Engluh, Krench and Swias , onc 
languagc that I know. another which ii my own, and a ihird, 
roofe tcldom heard, that I do not underttand ; a tninquil 
rariety whirh all thit hclpi to impart; a cortain union little 
knuwn amonj; Oitholic* ; dhfl niihiiii:-. | nl a rcgion Vblefa 
looka watward and 1* ftheltrrrd liuui the north; the long 
eipansc of ruunded watet, ptulungcd, indefinite, with far-ofT 
rapoun cxhating under the uoonday iun, or flaming in the 
lights of evemng ; whcre night makc* audible the wavea which 
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smtafefte to tbe bcu of nry movfbt; 

otbet ecjoyaeetf 10 erpect. I &^ a certain 

a b wa we M *kcb doca noc 

leara the tool tfiifo ur a yri ui die rcposc of a 

rÄrrntnafc-'T. Äa naoeh imatfrunni for thing* attractrre 
bjr themaelra and oace dcsired» sad eritkoc* of tbt 
trwatiable haager of oav bearts, still litten thetr dtsqtii«; 
k appean to tbe tngoroity of tbar ambitaoa a ouik. d 
ow supenoncy om (hat «hieb tt aoagM by men, and 
orer all thaogs »hieb Natur c ha« granted tu as «»mV 
great for man. 

1 could wiah to be »miliar wkh tbe «Ml r-arth, cot 
indeed to see it, btit to harr onoe wen it ; !afc n too short 
for me to owcome my natural Indolaoce, 1 who dread 
the tmallnt journry, am! »ometimej cren a simple re- 
moval, shull 1 «t myscM to scour tbe »ide world so a* 
to obum, if by chance 1 come back, the rare itJv*ni4Rf 
of kiiowmn, iwo or threc years beforc my end, somr frw 
thtngi whidi would be usclca* to me? I,ct him undotake 
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voyagct who ran MCfeOQ on hi» means, who prefci* novcl 
scnsations, who anticipates sucecft* or enjoymcn! frorn that 
which he do« not know, Tor whom to tnivcl u 10 live. 
I am HM a man of am», a merchant, or a sign tscer, nor 
ycl 31 lcarncd pvnon, nur a man who has Systems; 1 am 
& poor otncivci ul «vcu evcryday ihiny», and I should 
come b»ck irom tbc faitheai cnd of üic world with MbiDf 
that was of any use 10 my country. At the »me time I 
could havc wishcd to havc wen thc wortd and 1o hnvc 
returncd ty my hcrmtiagc, with thc certainty of ncvcr 
le&ving it; I am fit only to cnd my days in pcacv, You 
will reinenibcr, no doubl, (hat once wlien we wcne ajicaking 
of thc way that time was pa^icd on buard ship, with pipe, 
punch and playing caidi. I, who dctcst card», who do not 
irnoke, and drmk vcry hule, madc no other aniwer than 
to K^t my fect into my »lipper», lead you mtotbc breakfast- 
room, ahut down thc wtndow nulrkiy, and xiarr Walking 
up and down with you over the carpet near thc hob 
where the kettle was uoiling. And you still speak to me 
about travelüng! I repeat to you that I am only fit to 
ond my duys managing ray houw in tnedioerity, simplicity, 
com fort, »o that my friend» may bc contenttxl (herein. 
About «hat eise »huuld l diMjuict tiiyaclf, and wby ihould 
I pui my hfc in maktng preparation» for livmjt? Yct a 
fcw rammen, yet a fcw wintert, and your ftiend, the grett 
travellcr, will bc a handful of ashes. You will remind him 
that hc ought to bc useful, and thu is indeed hu hope, 
for hc will furnifth tome fcw ouneet of earth to Ih« 
eartb (tum which hc ernne, only irustui^ lhat it will bc 
in Europe. 

If otber things were penible to me, I ihould set mysclf 
to their Performance, I ihould regard them as a duty, and 
that might ttimulaic mc a Utile ; bot, as far as I am con- 
oerned mytclf, there U nothing that I wi«ih to do. If 1 
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ran contrivc not lo hr *lon<* m rny wwxl-huilt hause, tf I 
ean contrivc that all thcrein shall opfiroarh hoppiness, it 
will bc said ihm I am a u-cful man, though ptrtonally 1 
belicvc nothing of the U&d U m not bewii* vicfui 10 
<lo will) nioncy wbat uioncy can cLo cvay*b«rc JuwJ CO 
tDprOT* the coutlition of two or threc pcrtoas when ibcre 

cn who either lose or sare myriads of their kind. 
Ilowever ihi« may hr, I «hall fcel wmc contcnttncnt Efl 
•eeing contcntmcnt about inr. In niy isoiated rootn I 
»hall fordet all the rett ; I »hall becomr ai narrow n snr 

y, and may perhapt even get 10 tjcticvc ihat tay 
valley is an essential pari of the world. 

Wliii tuen would be the utc of roy having Ken the globe, 
and why ohould I deute t« »cc tt? I muil (ry (o Icll yvu 
m OCtflf ftO kDOW myfcll*. In the fir*t place, von are righl in 
Lhinkuift that regtet fot not having seen it afTcci* me very 
tittlc. Had ! a thousand yeors io live I would «an 10- 
morrow. As this is not the case, the namtiTCi of Cook, 
Norden, and Paila» teil nie an yt hing about other countnes 
(hat 1 can luve any nced to know. Hut if X bad vcen 
ihrtn, I should compaic one scusaliyn will) anulhcr uf the 
saiiic ordei under another sky. I should peshapa tec a 
littlc more clearly into the rclations between man and 
thtngs, and, as it is neeessary for me to writc because l 
btVC nuihing eise io do, I inigiit pcrhapi bc ablo to »y 
thiugs that wcie less u&elcss. 

Dieiming alone. with no light, on | DJ cvcnafig 

by a goud ure settling »lowly into uhes, 1 should bke to 
»ay to myself : 1 have scen the aandi, the icaa, the raoun- 
Uiris. 1 have seen capitali and desert*. I have scca night* 
in Ihe troptes and night« in the |*ilar regioä*. I have «ec» 
ihe Southern Cross and the Linie Üe*r. I have endured 
heat at 145 degrees and cold at 130. I harc mrersed 
5bows at th« equatör and beheld the flush of day incaraadiae 
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ihc pme ticcfc witlun tue Arctic circle. I have compared 
the simple outline« ot Caucasus with the xugged Alps, and 
the forest* of Mount Felix with the bare granite of the 
Thebaid. I have secn Ircland alway* humid and I.ybia 
alway* and; I havr knnwn the Innj; winlcr of Edin- 
burgh without suffering from cold ; I have *ecn the cameis 
frozen in Abyrsinia. I have ground pepper ; I have taken 
opium ; I have drunk ava ; I have sojoumed in a smaJI 
villaye wher* ihey would luve cooked ine if they did not 
ihink ihat I was poison, then arnone, a pcoplc who adored 
nie because I arrived there in one of those globes in irhich 
European* amuse thcmselves. I have *een the P.squimaux 
content with bad fish and whalc oil, I have secn the mer* 
rhani öinatitfied with hin wine* of Cypru* and Con&tanre. 
I hm »ecn the free man purminK the bcar für a hundred 
loaguea and the tradeaman cat, ^row Tai, wei^h out big 
meicliaudue, and wait for extreme unetton in the sombre 
shop whcre bis mother drew trade bclorc htm. A man- 
darin'» daiiRhfer die* of shame because her husband *ecs 
one of her fect unoorercd an hour too »oon ; in the PaelfV 
two jjirl* mount on the hridge and, eovered hy ft slngle gar- 
ment, advanec among the fnreign sailors, lead them 10 land, 
and are dclighted at the sight of a vesscl. The savage kill« 
himsclf with despair befure the destroyer of his friend ; the 
tmcbelicver seil» the womanwholoved, saved andnounshrd 
tum, and «teures a hiRhcr pnee becauxe hc ha* made her 
a mother, 

But when I had soen thesethings and many others, when 

'd say that I had seen them— men deeeived and 

modo for dcccption, do you not know them ? Are you Icss 

U:i .mal in your narrow idefts? Have you les* reason to 

be %o that NM muH dcccncy mav icuum to you? 

No, it is but a dreaan ; it ts tu better to buy oil wholesale, 
to teil it retail and auke two sous per pound. Wbat I 
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CBVftd **y tc thc thinking man would not havc rowcfc 
higher authority. Our books may raffic« to the im;urtial 
man, and all thc ex[>eriencc o( thc globc iv 
Hc who hos wen nulluni für inmHclf, I».;! || without preju- 
uVc, known nioiethan minj tr*vcllcr*. No doubl if a man 
of Ihis upught raind, it such an observer, had seoured che 
world, hc would know »tili more, but thc differenec would 
not bc enough tr> bc tuential. Hc can dueem in thc re- 
matkg of others thc [bluff wlm-.h they l hernach« liare not 
noticcd, but which hc would have »eert in thclr place. 

H Anachar&is, Pythagoras, Dcruocritus lived now, u b 
probable that ihcy would not have travelled, bccaiue ercry- 
thing has been divulj;rd ; thc teeret Kiene« » no lonjier 
hiddOQ n a parlicubt place, thetc arc no lon^rt ji;\ um- 
known mannen, any extraotdinary insututioits, am! : 
longcr indispensable to go abrond Wcrc it neccasary to 
sec everything by itsclf, now that thc carth is so great and 
knowlcdge so compli life would bc imufikient for 

thc muUipliuLy o! Llmig» which it wuuld bc nwoury to 
study, or for the numbet of place* to bc vintcü. Wc no 
longer joutney thesc great disunces because their objeet. 
grown tor> vast, ha* p.i<s<cd beyond the faculty and ereo 
thc hope of man ; how, thrrcfnr>;, vhotild they bc «aired to 
my limited fae.uliy or to my exringuilhed bo] 

What more shall I say tu y<»\ ? 'I'hc terrant who icndi 
her <o«s, who lcts her milk stand, who removes the cream 
and churns it, knows well that shc is makmg buttcr. Wben 
she serve? it. sces that iL i» rpread with tatislactioa oter the 
brcaJ, and that more tc* is placed in thc teapot because 
thc buttcr i» good, shc fccls that her pains ire rcpaid ; her 
toil is beamiful to her because shc hai done what »he 
wished. But when a man secks that which is just and 
useful, does hc know what he will producc, or whciber hc 
will producc anylhing? 
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Truly thia gorgc of Imenstrom i* a place füll of tran- 
quillity, whcre above ine I sce only the black firtrec, the 
bare rock, the infinite rieft and far down Stretches the 
carili wluuh 19 tillcd l>y mm. 

In other age* the duracion of life used to bc icckoncd by 
the number of ipring-tidcs, and as onc. to wIil.hi u is 
neeewary that his wenden roof tfadnM tK-comc likc that of 
the man of nid, I »hall thus reckon wlmt remain* to me by 

. nuiilbrt <>l !::::r fhtf fOV BOOM IMN BO (M**4 MOOfdhl 

tu j'out proinisc, uiic raunih of cach yeai in my cumpany. 



I.KITKR LXIX 



1 learn witb much satisfaction that M. de Fonsalbc has 
returncd fruin St. Duunngu ; but hfl 1- tax! tu bc a ruincd 
tuun, and more than lux'., he is nuuried. 1 hear, further. 
tnat he has buiine» al Zürich, and must repjur thither 
speedily. 

Advisc him to takr ihii place <m hi» way; he will bc 
well rccelve.it Warn hun, notwithsrnndinK, that, in Otbtt 
re*pfcia, he must look for indifferent checr. -iuh Alna 
matter httle 10 him, I bclicvc, unlos he has changtd 
moch ; his is an cxccUcnt heart. Does a good heart ever 
change ? 

I xhuiild äbtrude but very slighl »ympathy over tbe 
ol his home by a humeane, o* ihr dettnuetion 
ol lux protpccti, if he were not married ; bat u thinjc» axe, 
I commiscrate him grratly. If his wife be 1 mir b 
tiuth it will bc drplorahlc for him to «ce her an-, 
exccp'v happy ; if he bc aecompamed only by a 1 
wlio beun hu nainr, bc will Iure a füll »hart of 
moriifiumoiu dum which caaj tirvuiuataace* al* 




öffer an cscapc. I have failed to hear vhctber ot not bc 
has children. 

Make bim proniiu' to Uke VcTty on hia way, aad to stay 
ha« for »ew-d dayt, IT» broeber c( Madame DeUeanu 
may ircU bc eul out for roc A hope inspirn nie. Teil 
nie komething about him — you who kr»ow bim bMPR 
Felicitatc his sister on his escar* frött th- law mirffttoine of 
the paw.iRC bOOM V ', "<> — **7 ncthlng w her iä from 
qAk the |KUt tO pemh. 

Hut adviic me wht D In- *ili come, and tcU me In our 
own language «hat yuu Lhink of his wife. I truit that ihe 
aecompanics him on his journcy ; in a aenae, it is eren 
nece»*aiy. Thal litis is the timc of aU othera für «total 
Switzerland is a prctcit which will «er»* you lo dctefroine 
thera. Should ihcrc he any queuion of embarrattmet* or 
«pense, MHM her that shc can remain comfortaWy and 
becom ; n;:ly ai Vcvcy, while hc concludea his busiraess at 
Zürich, 
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Though my last Ictier wa* dwpatfhed only the day 
before ye»terday, I am wriling to you again, without, 1 
must confess, having anything special to teil you. Should 
both Communications come to hand log et bei, do not 
tMUme that there is anythtng urgent in thi» onc; I fore- 
warn you that it carries no newa, unle« indeed thai rt 
hau become suddenly winter hcre, which will at onoe 
aecount for my writing, and for the fact that T am spending 
ihr alternoon by tlic firc. Snow clothe* the mountauns, 
the cl»ud& hau-; low, an icy ratn i& delugin^ the Tilleya; 
U il coLd eveu by ibe vhuic ol the lata; at raad-day it 
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was only Are degrees nborc freesinp-point, and it was 
undcr two a littlc before sunnsc. 

1 do not dislike ihm winters in numature super vening 
in the licurt ut sununcr. Witlun givcn limits, Variation 
is good cven lor regulär people, tot those even who are 
rulcd by their hobits. Some orgju» become fatipued by 
ineewant aetton. Ju*t now I am thorooRhly enjoyinii the 
firr, whcreas tt irritntes me in the wintcr, and ! j;o away 
from it. 

Vicissitudes of the kind which wc are experiencing, 
more sudden and morc marked than in the piain», render 
the inconrenient texnperature Of the mountaina, 10 tome 
extent, of greater tnterest. A dog is not most attached 
to th.it maater who feeds bim well and ollows him nhun- 
AttOI of rest, hut to the one who rorreet* and earewe», 
scolds and pardons bim, An irregulär, stormy, uneertain 
ciuiiate btcome» a nconsary minister to Our restless mwd, 
while one that u more aecommodating and regulär, though 
it Contents, yet leaves us indifferent 

Possibly the equablc days, the eloudle*» sky, the per- 
petual Stimmer are morc IttaBalttlnfl to the Imagination 
of the mtilrituoV, herausr then the primr ntrth of 
humanliy monnriltac less of thcir lime, and people are 
more uniform in thote regions whcre there is less divosity 
in seasons, terms and all eise. But place« which are füll 
of contTjricties, the extremes of beauty and terror, whcre 
opposit* Situation* and swift seniaüon* are expenenced, 
upllft the Imagination of ceitain temperament» townrds the 
romantic, the mysterious, the ideal. 

Parturc* that are im-ariably temperat* mny produce 
prefound acholars; sands that art acorched for ever may 
boaat asoctk» and gymnusophitt*. Hut nivunUmuui 
Gieecc, cold and »ild, severe and »xniliny, the Greeee 
of snow and of olive »ces, had Orpheus, Homer, fcpt- 
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metr.dct ; Olcdonia, moic inhospitahUt mwc variable, nxwe 
polar and Ich fivouied. gave us Oman. 

Wnrn thc trc«, thc floodt, thc ciouds are peopJed by 
thr viuh of n aiHfl fl i dli rpbftl '»f bttOMh %>y dryad« aad 
dmmhes; whcn vicwlc« bclogs arc bom :rrn* 

or drivcn beforc thc wind«, whcn ihey waadcr a&ocig 
silent lombf, wben their moans tri the air during the 
(Jatk-.in «rhM a falhcrlanU tot ihe hoart of min! 

whai i world f«>r clc*|ucnec I 

Henrath a iky whicn never chanjeta, on so»e boundku 
plain, lall pilm trecs are shadtnc thc banka of a rast and 
soundlenrivcr. anäthcrcsitsihe Hiimilmin rn hh mshlnsM, 
mokifig Ihe- whole d.iy imul<i (.in* wavrd about hin 

Hui moM-giown ruck« |»roject ovcr an abys* of tmmf 
wavcsj Kiruugh a long wuucr che de nie miit ha« etit ihem 
oll from thc woild ; now thc iky is lovcly, thc vtolct and 
thc »trawberry xic in bloom, ihe day» Icn^incn, eh« (omH 
awake. On thc tran-qutl occan thc di-j$.htcrs of •amon 
chant thc vicrories and thc hope o( ine fathcrland. See 
thc clouds gatherfng; thr *ra rhafe», the h 
monian oak, ships arc swallnwcd up, thc «rift» covr 
heights, floods ovcrwhelm thc cabin and open oui tfct 
preeipices. Thc wind changes; the sky is deor and eold. 
Floating planks may bc neen by thc lijeht of thc stan oo 
thc »tili thrcatcninK »ea ; thc daughtrti of the wartion are 
no morc Thc wind» die down, therc i» eilu cvcrywheT«; 
human roier» are heard above the rock», and eold dropt 
il:;Til from the eaves. Thc Calcdonian arm«, he ftarta tonn 
in thc night, he crosses mnuntains and torrenta, he flies to 
Fingal, crying to him : "SÜsania in dcad, but I hare heard 
her voice. She will notdepart Trum us. She ha» calledthy 
friends ; she lias bade us go forth to canquei." 

The licroism of enthu&tasin and the tiumc dxcamt of 
a sublime mclancboly seem natirc to the North ; to Ihe 
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South belong au*tere cgoceptiuna, myctic tmriotj irnpene- 
trablc dogimis, sccrct, inngical, tlibtffatrlT »uicnvev, and the 
interne enthuiusn» of herum». 

The admixture of raecs and the complciity of cause», 
whet her connected with climatc orforeijtn thereto, by which 
the irmpcramenl nf man isrwxlifici!, h.ivi- ftlfnlthfff llrttfcm 
ürgumcnuagainuihef/eaiinflucnrcofcltmates. PdfdMff H 
it wuuld fccem ihat no one has Jone more ihan glance al the 
mean* and effccii of liiis influcnec. Kcgird ha» becn paid 
only to Ihe preatcr or lewer heat, which, so far from being 
the tole c*u»c, h BM ptfhftJH cren thfl ch:cf. 

Wete it poMihle thal the itim of yrarly heu were ihe 
ame in Norway and in Heja*. !hc difference wonld Uill 
bc rery great, it may bc as great as ever, betwecn Arab and 
Norwi'j-ian, Tho one is acquainted only with an unvaned 
Nature, equality in days, permanente '" aca*vn ttd <h<: 
burntny umluimity of a barren land The other, alter a 
Ion« »cries of denic roisU and frost-bound earth, ol con- 
gealed waten and a hca?en riven by the wind«, bcbolds a 
new wason illuminatc the *ky prrmtiically, rc*torc lifc to 
the waten», and (ruetify an rarth hiirtting cvcrywhrre into 
bloisom and embclliahcd by harmoniouj hues and romantlc 
sounds, Hours of inexprenible beauiy ore found in 
spring; autunin has da»» rendered »Uli morc aüuring by 
the very wuincv» which imbue» without diitracting the aonl, 
which, intiead of rending it with falK dcliftht, perineales 
and nourishe» it wilh a raptuie which 1» füll of myateiy. oi 
grandeur and of wearinen 

Ponibly the divene aspects of the earth and the htarent, 
and the permanence or tnobility of the accidenU of Naturc, 
ein imptew only wr.i . ■ -\ and !■■■ httat 

muhitudc which, cithct thiougU iucipauiy or Eni 
»ecm condemned 10 kuow only the axumal in» 
roco of wider Uculties are the men »ho lead < 
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thmr who, hy inMirutiona, hy ramplr, hy opcn or «Miet 
forc«, carry away ihc crowd, and the cxomA it>eli*in raanr 
ways respond» to ihcse impulsiom, ahhough it does not 
obacrve thcm. 

Amorn; such causcs one of ther pilmiry is indubitably in 
Ihr -ilnH.'-pbcrc with which we aro pcnetnted. Tb« vegc- 
Ublc and tcricy.iwl emanationa and cxK i inngc tritt 

the culiure of thc giound and with othcc circumstances, 
whcn even ihc tcmpcraturc is not sensibly modified. 
Henc«, whcn it is prored that the inhibitant* of a gntn 
country havc liccomc BOdttid in thc atwcncc of a comr- 
ipOfidiBg dbank »Iteration, it »cvmt to nie that * aeb- 
iUnüal objeciion hat, not been allcyed, for thc argument it 
only as to tempetature, and at thc same time the air of oae 
place must scldom suit thc inhabiUnts of another, thongfa 
the summen and winters appejr finita 

Moral And pollnral cause» operier: at first morc powr-r- 
fully thon thc influence of climnce; they haTC an immediaie 
and rapid erTcct which overcomes phyrical causes, tbough 
thc latter, twing morc durablc, arc morc potent in th« cod. 
No one is surpriM.*«! thal fhlfUJXl 

thc penod whcn Julian wrote his Jfui*ft$tm. In place <A 
the old Pami.ui character thc force of circumstanccs bis 
subsututed one which is blendcd of thc dwellcrs in i 
very large unmariiime town with that of thc Pirards, the 
Normans, the Champcnnis, the Tourangcaux, ihr l'..i i ui . 
the Krench in gcncral, European« even, and fuially i- .- 
subjeets of a rnonarchy which has been »mclicrated in its 
cxtcrnal form». 
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LETTER LXXI 

IxcmvtkAm, sfi^vi/ j(VHt;. 
11 ihcie be one ihing in the pagcani o( Ute woild whtch 
»trikes me frooi lime to tinie, and from time to time 
astonishes me, it is that being who to us appcax? the cnd 
of so many means, and would yct secm the means to no 
cnd; who is all on earth and yet tut eanh as nothing, 
white he is nothing also for himsdi', who acaidies, coro- 
bincs, dUtrcasea himseli , who remakes and yet Joes the 
new things inrarubly aller the »me nunncr, and thosa 
thingi which are cvcrlastmfcly the aamc with a hope that 
is ever new ; whusc natufc la activiiy, or rather the unreat 
of activity ; who exens himsclf to find what he secks, but 
torments himsclf »tili morc when he has nothing to seck 
for ; who in that which he attain» sve« only a uicans to the 
atUinmcnl of »uuiethmfc; difTcreut, jrid aintdat tlie fruition 
uflinjoy find» "" thiit wlucli hc dcwicd CjUlj new atienglh 
10 atnve aitei what he dtd not want previoualy ; who would 
covet what hc once dreaded rather than hare nothing to 
«pect further; whoac Rrcatetf miifortunc would bc the 
atwence of all opporuinity of suffering ; whom obatacl« 
enrhant, whom plütOXM oppress, who lov« real only 
whon hc has Um it , and, huiricd fron illuuons to illuaion», 
has and can look foi nothing beyond them ; who has 
known, m finc. no morc of hfc than its dream. 



LETTKR I.XXU 

ItfUTSTVÖM, -U/Wlf6 (VI 

I am »carte ly aurpnsed lhat yout fntnd* blamc 
burymg cnyteU 10 an iaolaicd and un known pl* 
w as not only to be expteted, but 1 must agiee 
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thit my tut« t«cm contradictory at times. I think aO lh* 
same that the Opposition is more »pparent than r<al, and 
will be ohwrvablc by thov only whn credit mt with a de- 
oided bia* toward* a rural Itfe. My atwaction is by no 
means excliiMvrly towards what is tenncd liviog in tfct 
country, nor do I dislike ihc town. 1 kiu»« »eil e 
which of the two lires I ptcfer naturaüy, but I should be 
puoled to decide which of tlttO ne ahogethej at this 

moraent. 

As rcgard« the mcrc question of some place to tctOc 
down in, most tovns I should find uncongcnial, jct the 
perhaps none that I should not prcfor to the counuy as I 
have aeen it in many provincci lf I uicd to pictuie the 
Situation whirh snileri me liest, it would not bc in a town , 
still, I £ive no decided prefcrenoe to the countiy . AUhough 
for any one in unfavouraMe circurusUnccs eais'.ence may 
be more tolerable in the Utter, I comider that with ade- 
quäle means there is fuller opportunity in lanxe tow- 
IlvingcomfortaWy accordinglothepo*stbi':'i(*i e*t ihr place. 
The whole question is therefore subjeet lo so miny caeep- 
üons that I Am unable to offer any gencral decision con- 
cerning it. What I like is not this or that dcfinitcly and 
t idusivcly, but what seems to me nearett to perfcf: 
it? own way and most fully in harmony with it» own MftUMi 

I ahould prefer the existence of i mtatfak KiaUader 
amidst his froxen rocks to thit which is led by innumcri^c 
smoll burgesses of cenain towns, whcrein, wholly meum 
scribed by their customs, pallid with diicontcni, and ltvitg 
like roere animals, they hold thcnuclvea nq ;> the 

carele&s and robust being wlio veguialcs in the country and 
laughs through all his Sundays. 

1 am well enough pleascd with a stnaU town when it 
ii clean, nicely placcd, and tastefully built, with a park 
pleasantly iaid out as a public promenade m place Of iosipjd 
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boulevards; whcTcthere is a broad walk in which bcautiful 
founumi play, wherc pcoplc who raay bc ncithct out of 
thc common nor celcbratcd, nor cven birhly edueated, 
bm mc yct riRht thinking ind not devoid of wit, can 
asscmhlc. although in »mill numbcre, and bc glad to mect ; 
in a word, a small town whcre there in thc leavt posiible 

atimunt of mibcry nicanmvss, (USCOC^ SCjUidul, homctpun 

piciy and calumny. 

liut bcttri still.] Iik.c thc grcat town which combincs all 
the advantages and attradions of human industxy ; whcre 
poüshcd manncrsand cnhghtcned minds arc found ; whcre, 
r The vas; population, onc rniy «pect to rnret with a 
Und And to form desirable aequaintanees ; whcrc onc can 
bc lost, if need bc, in thc crowri, be at onee respected, 
untiaumielled and.unuoticed, followmg the beut of onc 1 ! 
inclinatiun ur chanpmt it unobuusivety ; *hcre evviytlunK 
lau !jc chüMn and anaiiged and adopted with uu oiher 
jud^es thau thc peisons who Uuly know us. Hin» i* thc 
capjtal which unitci all town-advantages in thc highe« 
degrec, and henee, though I have mos! probably quitted it 
for cvct, t cannot )»: ^nr:>Hsed thatao many portons of taste 
and scnxihility prefet it to any Dthtt abode. 

If unlUtcd for the oecupations of the country, onc is allen 
t ha ein, ibe requisitc faxulües arc wanüng für thc Life that 
hu been chusen, and we arc eonscioua that we should 
have done bettor 10 another eonditi<.*n, 1 .wuuh, at thc »am« 
tniic, wc might have appreciated orapproved it less. Kuial 
purum« arc necessary for a rural life, and they ean scarcely 
bc adopted when youth is no longcr oun. Wc noed anns 
copable of toil, we mutt Lake inier est in planiin^. i:raft ing 
and liayinakitiK wiih our uwn band», and wc muxi bv fond 
u( liuntinK w n*hi:ig. Othtfwbi wc aic uut i.l our dement, 
and iikcly to &ay to oursclves: "At i'aii* 1 should capeu- 
ence no such discomfon ; my habus would be in cor.tbrinit] 
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wiili BJ enviiomiieni, lliougli ncilhffr ungut haiumaite 
uiy ical laste*." Thus our place in :Uc Jtdcr of Ibe worid s 
tost whcn «« hxre been separat cd from i: too long. Our 
disposition and our affenions irc dcnaturatiied by fiicd 
habiW COQB MM9 ihoiild fc ' *« « 

the end ihat irc bCGosst vhoüf trc-, wr can choosc bo 
langer äs wc ought, cicept approxmia:cly , r-otrung, hence 
t'orward, is wholly suitablc. 

At J'ans one is weil off fof a time, but not, as it seeras lo 
nie, für all lifc, nor doc» it app«ar nun» naturc lo dwwfl 
cverlastingly ajnong the brick», betwr iod tbe 

mud, cut oft" (com the majesuc seenca ol Naturc. Um 
clcfxncc« of society are by no meam deroid of ralue ; our 
fancics are carried away by theiT dirtracrion. At the ane 
timc they do not fill the sou), nor rompentat: for all thar 
has beert lost Society cannot satbfy him wno hai no 
othex resounvc in Um t-»wn, who is not decxsrrd by UV 
protobwi vf au «rapty cUmotu aud i* ae(|U*iotcd with tl»c 
mihcry ol jilcaauies. 

Undoubtedly, if there be one truly satisfactorr coniiitwo, 
it is that of a land-holdcr who, devoid of other rares, free 
of profession or juiision«, imnijuil in an nrrccable donwn, 
manage* pmdcnlly hia nute, hi* hOUC, h£fl farnily ar-rt 
himaclf, and, disassociaied from the succesa and b.i:erac8 
of the world, secks ouly to enjoy day by day recurring and 
simple pleasurcs, that iwcet but endunng joy wbkii erery 
day can rt&ML 

With a wifc who is »imiUrly dilpOttd, with one Oc two 
ehildren, one intimatc fnend and, in finc, with hea: 
adequate estatc pleasantly süuated, and the snirit of arder, 
we have all the felicity which a wiac man can cheriib ta bis 
heart. Some of these advantages are mme, but be who 
hat» ten wanls fall» *hoit ol üappiuv» whcn mne aar/ are 
fulfilled , such i» mau, and so in he oeceuarily co wUmtc d. 
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Otniplaint would ill bccome mc, and yct um I icmote Crom 
fcliaty. 

I do not in aoy KOM teeret l\ms, but 1 remember a con- 
veraation whicli 1 onee had with a distwguishcd ofiiocr who 
had jurt retired from active service and taken up His abode 
in ihai ciiy. 1 was at the housc of M. T, towanK cvrning. 
Thcrc were oiher visitor*. hut ihcy went down fnto the 
garden and remained iticrc, white beer was brought up co u*. 
Subsequemly our host leit us and 1 remained alone with 
the officer in queslion. Ccrtain parts of our lalk have 
bccome fiaed in tny memory. How wo wmc upun the 
«ubjeet, and whether the bcci aftcr diuncr aecoumed for 
our loquacity, 1 cannot say ; however it may be, here ia 
whnt took place almost litcrally. You will odscttc in due 
tun ., ihüt my intcrlocutor was a man who never calculated 
on urowiny tired of amu*inn hiuiwlf. nur could hr bc 
dccctvcd in t>ns r »licet betaute hc clauiied lu »uLiuidiiuic 
bis very ainu«ciucnts to an order peeuhar to himsclf, and 
thus icndcr them the Instruments of a specics of paision 
wh ich will end only with him. Findin* his %-iews remark- 
ablc, and ha vi riß a cicar rccollcction of them next morninje, 
I wrote them down to preserve among mr notev I m- 
closc them herewith ; bdolenoc ]>i ■ nta mc from copytng 
them, hut you will rciurn Ou-m Ifto | 

" 1 wantcil a profeuion and 1 had onc. I found tbit ji 
led 10 nu good, ax Icas: in my eise. I tound fuitJier that 
thcrc was but one catcrnal thing »IikIi was worth trovbhng 
about, and Ibat » money. 1t it a nccoaiily, and r 
Icv good to potatta il m tumoency than it 1» ctwniul 
noi to «eck for tt immodemteiy. GoLi a a po* 
Kult evetj faeuity of man, sIäcc it opens all pa* 
ntlcs 10 all enjoymencs ; nor do I sc* tht 
10 the good man than to the vobtpieu- 
hta oüjociv l-ikc othert, I have üeet» tfcajicd b; 
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for Observation and kno*lcd)tf , wbieh I bsve casntd too rar 
I harr Icarncd wiih A de.il et Ubour many thiaft vhfca 
wwe useleas to humin reisou. and ihesc I (otftt (tum 
'T'.h, I will not deny that thcie ua cenam pleasnre 
in such tor£ciMnr>s but I have paid iw n tcoaigh a price 
1 have tiiTclkd »otucwlial, 1 have bred «i ItaJr, 1 hat« 
Crossen Russia, I lia«e even had a gliropseorf China, laoe 
joumer» wea/ied me not a liitle» bot when I had dooe »üb 
bumm» I desired to travrl for plca&uw. Forcigners spoke 
only of- vom Alps, and 1 caplorcd them ai uthrr« have 
düne." 

" You were compensaLed for the dulncas ot the Ku^iia 
steppe»." 

" I asccrtainod the colour of the »nvw in »uoimcr, tbc 
hardnes» of ihe Alpine (raattc the t.i;mJ ; :yof tbc »atcr- 
fa 11s, and a number of »imilar things." 

u But scriously, you were dissaüsfied with ihe capeneece, 
and have brougbt away no agreeablc memory, no enetnor- 
abl« Observation?" 

" I know the »hape uf the copj:er pan» in »bicli they 
make cheeses, and arn qualiticd to pronounce on tbc ac- 
curaey of the topographical picturcs of SwiuecUnd. I can 
recognisc when tbc artistf have given play to tbeir fancy, as 
they do frenuently. Wh.it matter? it to tne \f rock» hvrled 
by a ccrEiun number of men have crashed down on a greatcr 
number who enaneed to be undemeuh ? tf ibe anow and 
the nonh-cast wind prevail for mne raouihs in the mcadowt 
where such an astonishing occurrencc took place formcrlt-, 
I «hall not tclccl them for my asylutn now. 1 am graxiiied 
to learn that a con>idcrablc number of pcoplc tarn bread 
and beer in Amsterdam by dtscharging caika of eoffee, bot 
as for mc, I can gel good eoffee eise where without brcathöag 
Üie evil air of Holland and without heing froren ot Hamburg 
Evcry vuutiUy ha» it» good points, and it is argued thai ihttc 



OBERMANN 



3«5 



ire fewer bad onc* ai i'ans than at any other place. I do 
not preteod to dccidc. but my ways consort with Paris, and 
tbcre I shall rcmain. With eood scnse and a eompetcncc 
we ean aull our»rlvc» wnerrver aotiahle bring* eai«. Our 
heart, our head and our purae do morc for our happincss 
than place*. I have met with monatrous liccntiousne» in 
the deserts of the Volga; I have fuund ndiculuua pre- 
tcnuons in the liumblc Valleys of (he AJp*. Al Astrakan, 
at I.iujunnc, al Naplca man groan», even a« at I'ari» ; he 
laugh* at Pari» ai he do« at Ijuiaanne or Naple*. Every- 
whcre the poor luffer and the reit torment thcmsclvcs. It 
is tme that Fartsian amusements are not altogethcr the 
way in which I shuuld wish to »cc the people amu*cd, but 
ii must be admuted also lhat I ahoukl fail cUcwherc to 
find raure a^rceablc sociciy or a more convcnicni mode of 
life. 1 have auandoncd those tantasies which absorb tinie 
inordinatdy as well as resourecs. I have only onc dominant 
taste, or. if you will, onc erat« remaining, of which I am 
never likrly to L>c \\m, isthrrr n nothiru» ehimcrical about 
u, and it docs not occaaion xcrious cmharraaamcnt for an 
empty cnd. I Uke to gel the best retutn for my tlme, 
my moncy and ray entirc being. The passion for order 
oecupics more fully and producta more than other passions, 
while it «acrifice* nothing to uttcr lou. Happincss is !eu 
eottly than are plea*«rca H 

"Cranted I But of what kind of happineaa arewe ape-ak- 
ing? To spend the days in play. dining, talking of :he 
tatest acnes»— all thii may be pleasant enough, as you point 
out so well, but such a lifc will by no nieans conttituie 
happinca» for poaons nf great imbhJOfl 

" You are in xarch of powcrful •eniaiiona and catrexoe 
emotion i ; it it the thirst ui a ^cneroua soul and at youi 
age may stül mialead. Aa for myacll. I caae lit'.Le to be in 
admiratioo for an bour and in weahncas for a »cek ; 1 
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prcfcr rv.hrr *; f^*]u«it 'diTentao with ao I 
way of* bring Joe* aoi üague »e, bccastc I 
Order, and :o tnii emier I ad&cn." 

Such ii my Tersioa </ our ouu t ma tooo, wfeicb tamd a 
füll bour in tb« um« »trau». I coufin« löst tf bc <bd boc 
rcJu« in« tu ulcoc*, Im at kau g»%x oc auicrul m pfcoty 
lvr reflecuou. 



LETTER LXXXII 

You Icave me to tncsprcstibfe tOBcndc. Wob «bom 
*hall labidcwhcn youare roiuwng OtStiodÜx: scat ? Nu«, 
indecd, 1 am about to be ilooc. Yo« aecurc nie thax ihn 
will be no protractcd royagc; »t it pcwble. bot sboll I 
Kain much by your return? The .-. jtj» «hieb 

rn^rot* you unftc«ifi|{Iy have. rnade yoo fordet my 
mouniÄin» And the prnmiac which you gare rac !)uS yoo 
ihink Bordeaux so very ncar 10 the Alps? 

I shall not attempe writmg until your rettarn. I hare oo 
reliih für tbose speeubtiv« letlcn whiefa i«»cb the nttcaded 
iccipient by chanc« only, wbil« an answer canoot cwme to 
band Uli tt Icul üuee uioatlii have eUpbcd aed ouy not 
ainvc for a ycar. Ai to mysclt, caviag no intcnüoa U 
departing from hence, I shall hope to bear iroca yoo on 
your voyage. 

I regret that M. de Fon salbe ha» busincis to flnish at 
Humburj beforc he can traraact '.Hat at Zürich, but m he 
foretec* that the formet will be prolunged, powibly the in 
dement scason will be over beforc be reiche* SwiUetUfM* 
So you can arrange matte» aecordingly. jun u they wert 
planncd for the autumn. Be »urc that you do not tun 
tll D4 has promijcd dcci*iroly to roake a stay bcic u( xi 
least several doys. 
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JudfcC whcthcr this 15 of momcnt lo me. Of you I havc 
no hopc ; leare mc 6omc onc nt lenst whom you havc lorcil. 
What you teil me regnrding him wou'.d nivc mc unbounded 
ÄaiisfaiV.iori if X could bc affected by plans no rcroote of 
fulAImenL I havc no longcr any wish to belicve in the 
happy issue of uncertaintics, 



LETTER LXXIV 

Iurn^tk6m,/mw I] (üfiatf Kwr). 

The axriTal of your noic ha» lilled mc with extravagant 
joy. Bordeaux for a raoment has seemed to mc doser 
to my lalcc than Port au Prince or T.'Ile de Gorcc. So 
your arTair* have flourished ; Infi raunt* for muth ', lt u 
something for the soul to feed upon when no other 
nourishment is aviilable. 

As for mc, I am steeped in profound wearinet», wfaJcfa 
is not, as you know, of my hcck.ni}; ; on Ihc contrary, 1 
«ould find occupa'.ion, and yet 1 pcti&ii of manttion. 

Il is deurable that I should bc as brief as you are. 
I am at Imenstrom. I have heard nothing of M. de 
Fonsalbc, and furthermore, I no longer ho|>e for any; 
Notwithstandinj;. . , Kauewell. St valts, btne tit 

When I think how you lire, tt once well rmplmcd aod 
tranquil, now finding interest in what you .; . und now 

those disiracttoni which bring fest, I 
the verge of blaniing independence, thoui;h I lo 
the tarne, ll is undeniable lhat man Stands in 
sorne objeet to cnjjagc him. some co 
to lead and govern him. At the t»m> 
advantage to be free, to ehoose «hai 
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means, Jtnd to bc diffcTcnt from thc sUre wbo works un- 
remfttj moiner. Bnt I havc amplc r«ÜDg 

all the futility and ranity of whit I <!n and thi% rripd 
cttimatc i>f ihr mit wnrt?: of thinj^ U nnet door w 
dUtfuat with thcm all. 

You arc sclling Chesscl and parchasing in ibe neigb- 
bouihood of Bordeaux, Mu« »* oertr me« again? 
Huw ri^ht yyu wcie I 1 Ol lll ihft^ cu'h Df Oft nrcst VQffc 
out hu dctimy. ll i* i r:\uffiocfit to apj>car conttatcd. 
1 ought to be *o, it would «**o ; a»d yet I am not 
happy. When you have attaincd happices*, send me 
somc Sautornc ; tili thcn, I do not «i*h for it To you, 

gOOd am! wi\,- man, whottC hcart obtyi ha rvaoon, whom 

1 admirc and cannot iimtaic — to you happfnc » *{U com«. 
You know how to u*e lifc, but, for mc, I awaal st. I «.eck 
thc beyond for ercr, *s if ihe hour» were not tat. 
cicrnal dcath wcrc not ncarer than my drcaras. 
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iHzmnbiL /unt jS<rxi. 
I will look forward no lonjier tt> bctt«r days. The 
mnnth* »llp hy, ihe ycars »uccecd one nnothfr, all nrnort 
itaelf in vain. 1 coniinue ihat which I wa*. In thc 
midit of all ihat I de&ircd oll ii wanting to mc ! havc 
acquired nothing, I pouefs nothing; »caiine» expends 
my duration in a Kngerfog silenoe, Whetbcr tbe u» 
cfTcciual anxScttea of life constrain me to fyrj»et natural 
thingt, whether thc harren nced of enjoyraent dnrci na« to 
their shadow, thc void enriron« me all my daya, and eaeh 
scason wms to ratend it further obout rne. No fnend- 
ship consoled niy weariness through the long sca-miae* of 
thc wintcr. Spring comes for Naturc, but for me ü omves 
not. Tue tca&un of quickenwiy reawukcu* all existesee, iu 
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btbdfali RM frtuflf aftbOOl rcimmatlng me; I hare 
bcrome aa an allen in the joyftil world. And now the 
flowers hoTc fallen, ihe timc of the Uly is over pos;ed; ihe 

heat increases. days lengthen, and ihe nichts are tnorc lovely. 

Muon of ench&ntment I But uays of beauty tu ine ate 
ukIcu, the hweet night* tu ine aic bitter. Feacc ol the 
deep shadows! Washingol Üic wivei! Sdence I Moon * 
Binls singini; in ihe nitfh'-iimc! Sensation« of the early 
yearx, what hau btOOM irf yi«i ? 

The ghosts icmaiii ; tln-y ftppttf iiclutc me; they past. 
repast, and withdrnw, m a cloud dranging into a hundned 
pallid and titanic form*. I »eck in vain to enter with 
tranquillity into lb« ftjgtil of the tomb , my eye* rtfut* to 
elose. These ghoits of Jife show themselves uneea*iii--u, 
thev disport in silence, they approach ind diaw back, 
arc swallowcd up and reappear; I bchold them ail and 

1 hear DOtfalOf. Thcy are Uke stuukv : I seck ihcm and 
they i*c 10 inure. 1 liiicn and Call, my ywn votic u not 
audibLe. and l dwcll in an intolcrablc enipttnes», alone, 
lost, nncenain, overbome with dis^uietude and amazement, 
in the roidit of wanderine, shade«, in tyarr impalpablr 
«nd dumb. DnnUhomabl« Natnrc ! 1 arn <ivi'fwhi-lmi'«! 
by ihy IptodODl and thy very benefit* consumc me. 
What Tor me aic these long days? Their light begins too 
carly, theii buining noon cxhau&i* me. and ihe disiressing 
h-rmony of their hcavenly evemng comumc« the asbev of 
my heart ; the genius which slept beneath m rums ha* 
tmnblcd at th« movement of hfe. 

The snowi rnett upon the mountain eiowns/thc itorroy 
elouds surge tn the volley. Ah, vactehed thnt I am! The 
heavens kindle, the canh ripens, but stcnle wintci abides 
in nie. SotfUncd Urami of the dyinu mn ! yiund thadow» 
of cndurmji mo*i ! Oh lhal DU tbOVK) biTI uuiy cni- 
bittcieU joyt *hen the torxeot xolls aiar in the uoirctsaL 
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■Ö«nec ( when the ehftlcts dose for ihc rrfl of the night, 
when thc moon rise* o* 

Prwa thc moment that T Icft bchind nie that infaney 
which wc all regret, I imagincd, I »w connctou» of a 
real lifc. yet I Mpcrienccd only fnnjiirir ttmttmnT I 
bcheld thc being* of che mind, but here are shadows 
only ; I tought aftcr barmony, and found DOtbil 
fcotftbcttl Then I hcrame * prey 10 «adnm ; ihr rptd 
made furrows in my heart, wams with no lirait devoured 
me in silence, and weariness of lifc becamc my sole 
sentiraum at thc agc when most projile arc bcgtnning to 
KverylhinR bodied forth to me that füll, univei ll 
(cliuly. (he ideal (iii»uc 0( which ii gWPtd tD die heart 
of man, white iu mcarta, wltich «ccui »u natural, seem 
also blottcd out from Nature. As yet I toycd mcrely with 
unknown sorrows ; but when I looked lipon thc Alp* and 
lipon thc *horc* Of thfl l.-iki'v when 1 «M hl »He pHHBQft 
of thc »ilencc of thr rnMctv of iht permanence and thc 
cqunlity of time* and of outward things, I recognised the 
isolated marks of ihis precaoceived Natura. I saw the 
reflettions of thc moon upon schists of rock lad upion cares 
of wood ; 1 bcheld Bin vfthovl rtesire*; I roamed over 
thc close-cropped mciuntain gross; 1 hearkened to the 
aound of another world. 

Once morc I came down to carth, and then thc 
unquefitioning fairh in .iliMihitc t-\i .(c:nn: rvuMorutrd 
that chimera Of httBI -»niiiiis < uircsjHindenccs, pC 
positive delights ; that bnlliant figment with which thc 
'unwjthcrcd heart beguiles iüelf, and at which they smile 
so woefully who arc chilled by a grealcr profund ity or 
ripened by a Im. ■ ABO! 

Mutations without term, activhy which knows not cnd ? 
universal impcneirahility — auch in ihc limit of our know- 
lcdgc conccrnlng this world over which wc reign, 
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Some invineibte dc3iiny cancels all our dreams, and 
what does it supply in ihe Space which must yet be filled? 
Power wearies, delight slips away. glory turns to ashes, 
religion is ■ sv&tern für the wretched, love oncc wore tue 
colours of lifc, bot thc shadow com es, the »ose pales, it 
falls, and behold it U the eternal night ] 

Crcat was our soul notwithstanding ; it willed, a t**k 
was sct it — what hos it performed ? I have sccn un- 
mnrcd somc Ufcdttil trec, which luid fructificd throu^h 
two ccnturics, lic pronc and deain-stricken on the rarth. 
It ha« nourishcd Hving creature* ; it has rcceiVcd thom into 
iti iciugc . it has diuulc thc moistuie of the an. -uul hu* 
subsistcd in despitc of stormy winds; it penshes amidst 
other trecs born of its fruit Its dcstiny is fulfillcd j it 
ha* ohtained that which was promised it; it i.\ no longcr; 
it hau oncc been. 

But thc sapling sct by chancc on the morshcdge ! It 
sprang up wild in its sirength and its pride. evcn as ihe 
trec of the forest dcptbs. Su|ierabundant ttMfgl 1 l ha 
root» dnnk up fetid watcr, thcy strikc inio an irapwt 
slirae, the stcm is cnfceblcd and weary ; bowed by thc 
humid winds, its head relax« repcatcdly; its früh*, few 
and sickly, fall tnto the slough and there are lost to no 
purpoM. l-angi:ishing f mtebhapen, sere, prematurcly old, 
and alrcady bcm over the mann, it secint to «eck the 
It which will uproot it; its lifc has ccoscd long 
bcforc it» fall 



LETTER LXXV1 

Hanta has showo himself a wisc man, and 
with ine. AI some »ix leagues from here tha- 
of bis who is a well-borcr, and, haring a nur 





A 



t© Uif, I bave got }•■■ OM DWfi *'»* witS him ihn 1 

am well tatitfied. Hr I» a datefett and hor.ii man, simple 
and yct pftf.1 with ihn (jutlity 0/ confidenoe which coma 
riAttini ahitUica and thc contöoumess of Snftcnble 
prohity. Though not p.irticulark robutf, lie 1* pood *t k* 
trade, and j*ow to work weil and caxcfully. He n neitber 
nervuu* nor oflinout In my preaence, not crinpnf and not 
familiär. Moreorcr, I made pezsooai inquuy in hi» vlllage 
to aaeenain what wat thought <rf him tSere, and I even »• 
In» mifc. 

On my return I directed him to *ink a weil at a pnit* 
wherc at firat he could tcarotly kc ho* it vould he of um 
to xne; and auUcqucntly. while he was compleung aetne 
oihcr tabourt, they erected a smali peasant'a cot läge doat 
by it. aftei thc »tyle of the countn. con Urning aetval 
roomi on a tingle floor, togetbex with kitchen, baro and 
stnblc. thc whnle beinjt arrnmmndatir.n . nmarh fne a BMI] 
houwhoM, tneluding wimer quarter» tot two r.ow». BthoU 
himsclf and hia wife insialled thercin, with the reqnWK 
plot of ground and some few thing* betides! 1t ia trur 
that the 1 ptp*t In »y u« wammi: für the monent, 

but my wclUmkcr »j11 not be wiinlinc. Hu dooiKilc 
wa» prepaied in the tpace of twerr.y Öäf% for it at ooe 
of the advantaget of thii kind of -rection that, grfeo 
the proper matcri;>K ten men can put it up in ■ coapie 
of weckt, and thero is no ncod to delay tili thc plattet 
drics. 

On thc twcntieth day, aa I have aaid, it wxt all rrady- 
Thc evening wo» fine, and I gate ordert for hin 
work a littlc earlicr than usual. 1 led him up to de 
cottagc and »aid to him i "Thii hou&e, with ita störe oi 
wuod, which you ean renew annually Crom my own, these 
two eowa, anrt ihr mcadnw a* f*r 1« that hedge, aie tet 
apart henceforth 10 your use, and will eontmue to aa Ion* 
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« you are well condurted. which it is a Iniost inipossible 
for mc to doubt that you will bc " 

I*t mr now mrntion two fart* by whifti you may ron- 
clude for younelf whcihcr ihia man deserves all that I 
have donc for him and even morc. Feelins, apparemly, 
that the extern of a Service thould an&wer udequately /or 
that of the gt;itiiuOe of n honest heart, he invslcd only 
on the rtmarkable linularity hclween »II he saw *nd all 
that he had e»cr imajjined as !he sum of his whole Ambi- 
tion, that which, wiihout any ho{« of obtaining, he had 
piciured ever since his marriage, as the supremc good ; 
that whsrh alonc he woulrl have asked uf Heavrn, i-imlil 
!;r htVr finniuljte ■ .1 pCthiOD ■ ifl Fl dCttTVed tu 1«: hi-ard 

thereby. This will please you, but hcre is something which 
wiU surpme. He ha» been married for the past eight 
ycars, and the couple have been wiihout chiidren ; rrmery 
ha» betn their v>lc patrimony, for, biirdcned with a debt 
hfqurathcd to him hy hti father, the lahcmr of Hl hand* 
haa barcly sfcurrd the ncecssittes of exiatence for himaelf 
and his wtfe. The latter is now with child. Considcr the 
few facilities, or even chuno.*«. which a condiiion of habitual 
jKrnury offer» for the (kvtrlopment of our facultie», and 
judge if OM Wtttd lind, UMQ| «cntimrnl» devoid of 
oj.trntation viithin and wiihout, more of native nobihty Ot 
of justice. 

I coum myself cxeeedingly fortunate that I posseas what 
t do without owing it to a condition by which I ahould be 
ubitged to live likr a riefe man, and to w««c in fnvoliur» 
wha: u capablc of bcamu; so much fruit. I acknowlcdge, 
with the moralists, that largc pouesaions are frequenüy an 
Uluaory advanuge, and of a kind which too often we render 
fjt.il ; but I ehalt nerer allow them that an independent 
fonune i% n<ot nne of the rhkf rocan» of happme« and 
even of wiadom. 




In Uns divcifcficd COQDtry, whcic thc «uodcntt <& 
Natuic, iciinctcJ within * nano» area, ire in confi 

, products und climates, eren tbe human specict ii 
denicd an uniform rhararter. RaruJ diffcrence* are morc 
markcd here iban rUcwht-re. In thcac far-away place*, to 
Loaj Mgixded *s inaccesaible, in ihesc dccp vaJlcya, the 
antique refugc of fugiuve or perkfaing norde*, thc mnfesion 
and adcuixiure of typet hu obtaincd in 1 Icu dcgrcc Alien 
to onc another, thc tnbe» bere h**c remaioed uoUccd 
withiti tlicir wild confinev Thcy harc jirctcrved a* many 
special peeuharitie* in adniiiiiurattun, Un^na^c and H l TTTTT 
nsthcir mountaini have Valleys, or perha| ■■■ &VCB i>**turc*arul 
hamlets. It may happrn that croasing a t 
in ihc course of an hour's Journcy as raany raccx >. 
met with, having each u distinet physiognomy nnd ttai 
which subslanUate thc divmity ofllaw w , 

Thc caisting cauium arc made up of a nmitiUidc of sUlcv 
Thc weaker among them were joined by fear, by treaty, by 
necessity, even by force to the already powciiul rcpi 
and the latlcr by mueh astuteness, by growth, by cajolciy, 
invasion, or conquest, became aftcr five eenturies of pros- 
perity posacssors of all thc distriii within viund of the bell) 
of their capitals. 

Reputable weakness! Had thcy only known, bad thcy 
only been ablc to discover thercin the means of ttat public 
happmew, which seems so attainable in a region which * 
cnclosed naturally, so impo&sible in an catensive countrp 
govcrnc<i by the fatal pride öl conquet and the ostcotatioi 
of empire more fatal still I 

You will be pcrfcetly well aware that my Intention was to 
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«peak »imply of physiognotnical characterir.tics. Von will, 
I am surc, do me this justice- In certain portion« Ol SM 
Oberland, in those pastures which for ihe motl pari ilopc 
lo the cast and the north-east, there is a whitencM at rieh 
among :he women which would bc noticeable even in towns, 
and at ihe saiue EJQafl a freshness of complcxion lltiefa tt 
would bc rare tu find in tliciC. Furthcrmorc, al the foot of 
ihe mountains, uo gieal disiance froin Fnbourg, 1 have met 
with lincaments of great beauty, ihe gcneral character of 
which has been a majestic reposc. For eaamj lc, the female 
servant of a (armer had only nne notKcable point, the out- 
line of her cheek, but u was so lovcly, and it impatted 10 
the wholc of her face an expression so august and so calm 
that an axtist niight have taken her ncod o* an ideal model 
for SeiuiramiB. 

Howcvcr, beauly of counlenuncc and a ft* wundcrltil ot 
sujKTib charactcnslics are <iuite apart fium geucral per- 
feetton, Iroru lhai gracc ImtiOCt with haimony which con- 
stitutes true beauty. I have no with to tu)c dogmatically 
orcr pofaktl which may be thought very delicate, but here, 
as it seems to me, there ts a certain rndeness of form, 
and speakmg generally, stnking ebuutcriltlei or beauty 
of the picturesque o/der are found rather than fini&licd 
beauty. In the places which 1 mcntioned at the outset, the 
Upper part of the cheek is markedly prominent, indeed, 
this is almost BQireml, and Porta would 'efer it to ihe 
head of the genu» peau at to x con. totype. 

Now, if it shouM happen th« a Frcnch 
very pretty at the age of eighteen, before 
tanntd face would have become tired asil 
the« mountains, on the contrary, ibv «w 
by thcir bay-maXing in all the b" 
impouiblc to tiavd ihrou^b 
pexicncirig a »urpme, and yet. 
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atiiii mulf tt hu modcl, 1t would be ooly hy way cd an 
cacemion. 

It is aflirmcd chat tbcre U nothing *> rar« as a fioc Uni 
in the f it-iirr pari uf Switaerland. 1 kao* l wao 

goc* wCjiulu »ay that, in thu resoect, Uic gcfiei aJ de- 
Kiency b so universal ibat rooK os* the wocncn cannot 
ima$inc tfcings olbervuc, and ConridCB" that picturr» frotn 
Naturc in Greece, I nd Fwnee a*e nxrcly mon- 

•uous ictfOMi AlthuUjth Uns apccJct of i «eon* 

to bclong to a type of bcauty «hieb u ioraga ti> thu 
courury, 1 cannot believc that it is uoiverully wiaung, as 
it the most int«resling cjacca were eacluded by Ihe modern 
naine of the country which umiea so maay fumlics wbo 
have no comuuimty of ongin, and whoae maikcd datTertacci 
are »tili peiiisient. 

On the other band, should the sratement pro« »eil 
founded, and should it bc also truc that tnere is a eertiin 
irrcgularity in the form, theoe facti might be eaplamed by 
the aaperity which aeems Ül W pauh h fcom the Alpint 
aimoaphcre. U i* inüubiuMy tive tlui SwitaerUaid, 
thougb it OH bwut (nie tuen, not* cs^ecaol.' 
of the rnountain», a>, for exaniple. in llaslc and the Haut 
Valais, contains not with Standing an abnormal pcoportioo 
of idiott, and abore all of thoic ' , creautfes 

with glandulär affcetions, JmbftcTUn and deformed people, 
Many of ihr Inhabitintt, without acttiafly beinj afüicied by 
goitrc, scera suhjeet to kmdred maUdies. Such aveUdi{i 
and cnUigcmcnu may be attributed to the cosner eoo 
siituenta of the wate?, and of the air mote than all, whka 
stop and tUjg the dneta, am) would »ee» to a^ftoa>- 
DUtc tbc iniiriment of man to that oi the v<g<tabk- 
Is u possiblc that ihe land i* cultiri'.ed srunV-wi 
other animals but is still too savage tor hvraanity ? O 
may it not also be ibat the [Alias, cot er cd mh an 
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artiAcitl soil by an ineewant tnturation, impart vapours 
to the Atmosphcrr which are morc Adopted lo the require- 
ments of tne organwed bring, while from B0Q&9j qu^num 
»inj wuters thsu are always in darkneis, therc is an emana- 
Uon of grosser psrlivlra, ;uo uncultivated, so to (peak, and 
hurtlul Lo dcÜDtti OCpM? Pussiüly tlic nitro in the snow, 
«hich subsistseven in midsummer, fmdi cntiancc tuo casuy 
into our open pores. Snow ha* secret bui inconi es table 
effects on the nerves, and on men subjeet to gout and 
rhvunuusm, $0 that an effect still morc concealcd upon 
our wholc urgania.unm is not out of the question. Tim 
Nature, which quahfie* all thin^s would coinpt-n*Atc by 
mkaon dangen for the tomanüc lovcliocu of ine legions 
mIim h ire uniubducd Uy man. 



I.KTTKR I.XXVIII 



lMcn8THÖM.y**>ir- | 
1 im fully in Agreement with you, and shnuld be content 
with even slighter occasion to deeide me to write. Thcre 
is somcthing sustaining to the soul in this commerce with 
thtnktng bringt of various ages. To imaginc oni's seif 
at ihr »»Je uf Pythagonis, KluUrch, Qf OträXl, vi in :lic 
study of a future I-, is an Illusion which fcus a side of 
grandeur an«) is indeed onc of man's noble« hobbics. 
Whoever ha* seen the sealding tear on the check of the 
unfortunato falls to drearos of a still morc allurinj; kmd; 
hc picturci hiiuicll unuarting 10 the man of nioumful 
tiisposition the price of the joy of bis kind ; forcstaJl- 
mg the motns of the (bigotten victim , restonng some 
iircngth to Ihe desolate«! heart by rccalling to it thosc 
pereeptions, vast or consoling, avhich mulcad aome <a »us- 
tam otoen. 




Sorac cootwder tfaat oar erils Iure uaSjr a «lender grouad, 
and lhac mural i;ood ii vrithin ca»jr read» of naan. Tb« 
mKiuu of uni renal tuppmes* is inierrcd fruan ibcorctx^I 
conscquenoes, overlookifik' 'hat force whxh tuinums ui 
m Ihe «täte of coofusion «herein che human racc u Iosl lt 
is customar» to prociaim our dctcrmiiution to opposc 
error«, follow natural prior iple*, and capecsa oniy «fhat i» 
ftood or may hrtfnmc fOOd Such t&ientloos aeem to 
rcmler ut leat ustlca« and abandoncd oa eaiih ; «te comhinc 
thc dream of gicax thmgs «ruh ihc j/cacc of an obtouc life. 
and truly er.joy thc ideal bccautc »e llaflk tbat »re can 
turn it to accounl. The order of thiop ideal it bkc a aew 
world, potsiblc bnl »ot reaiiscd ; human genius haa recoune 
to it when secking to conecire of a nariaony in aecordance 
«ruh our wams and bring» back to carth more atvonrable 
modification» modelled on this »upcrnatural lype. 

Thc conaiant verutility of man demomtrates tha: he ß 
qutcttjr adaplabl« to frtbli habit*. By thc coanbisauon of 
tliin» which luve bev» aCtUauted t& • vaiici) of titxic* and 
place» u would bc potsiblc tu form a wholc les* uovmicö 
to hU heirt than all that aas been «o tar proposed to htm. 
Such is my task ! 

Thc close of day i* reached vithotlt wrarine« ooly by 
fome sclf-imposcd lohotir, evrn if OtbctwlM rain. I «ml 
RppTOACh ilie evenin« of my Ute, if fjoatible, «Ufaaded ar.il 
ntattbed by the bope of inercauing thoae resourecs which 
have been vuuchsaied to man. lllusions aie neceaaary lo 
my bcaxt, too great not to long for tbem and too «reak to 
dispense with them. 

Since the experiene« of happintn i« our fint roquart- 
rncot, what «hall he do who neilher look» aor U in tbc 
present nor darc« to eapect it m the fature? Must he n« 
seck us cxprcuion in a fricndly eye, on the countenance of 
thc being who is likc bimteif? He can do no otbervise 
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lhan long tat thc joy of hu klnd; he has no othcr 
happineu bui that vrhich he imparts. Whcn he has nevcr 
wakened ihc Sensation of life in another, ha» caused no 
lejoicmg, the cold of dcath is at thc bottom vi In» rcjerted 
hcart ; hc secnis to finish in thc daiMic« ol thc void. 

Wc hcar of tuen who are Milhcicnt to ihemselves and lind 
noumbmenl in tbcit owq wisdom. If thcy have ctcrmty 
bcfore them, I admire and envy thcm ; if otherwise, I fail 
to underatand thcm. 

Vor mynclf, I not only fall far »hört of happineu ** 
things now arc, not only «hall I nevcr attain it, but if the 
reasonable auppositiuns which I migbt raakc ihould com« 
to bc realiscd, I ihould fail of it all thc samt. Thc affec- 
iniu\ oi mau m "» ibyH otf fpntät ttpttftMD* t i d4 tnon 

I do not teil yo» »hat I feel, what I wish, »hat I am j I 
no Innrer diAhnguiah my neecssities, 1 scarccly know my 
desircs. If you hclieve that you arc aequainted with my 
Gutes, you will be dcccived therein. Vou say amidsl your 
aylitary lands and your mighty waters : Where is hc «ho 
no lonjfci poweiiet in«? Where ~n the frieud wlioiu 1 
have found uetther sl Afnca nor x\ thc Anttilc*? Her« 
ii ihc cloudod tnnc which would »ooihe h» tadneu; he 
goei fonh wandering , he broods over my regten and the 
toid of his own yeart; he listens with his face to ihc West, 
at if thc notes of my dnughtcr's harp could rcach his lonely 
cor; hc lees the ja^minc which covere my terrae«, my grey 
hat moving Iwhind the irre», ihr prfM »f my «hoci OD Ihc 
wind ; hc long« for the cool evemng ftir, VfllD dream», 
I cry to you, I ahall have olrcady changed. And agam 
does the tarne aky biood over us who ha** found in such 
different chmates a land which is alien to that of cur carly 
dajt 

In thc midm of your halrcy evrnings a wintcr wind may 
here terrainote the scorching days. The sun has burnt up 
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Ihe |*n* !■ Ihe *"-»"l> of thc ovwiurd» ; 00 ihc murtow 
thc cow» pr«» eagctly iotth CapfllUH *.o Und U fswafccacd 
by ihe dew of the ni^ht, but iwo leet of »no« cor« tbe 
roofs above thcm, and they roart perforce dnnk theur own 
milk. Fft? rnyKlf, I im more unctrUin and variable than 
thU outlanduh climatc. Thai which in-day I Iike, nr t* 
least do not find displeasing, may bc rcpugnaw hjr the ume 
thit you havc read about it, yet it will no; bc a grcat changt 
I find the weathrr charraing ; it n calm, it s quieU and I 
CO out Of door» mramng to kbrotd a long tiroc, 

but in a quirtei of an honr 1 am back agaio. A aquinc- 
upon hcaring me, hu cUmbexed 10 thc top of a ftr nee. 
1 put axidc all thrtc notion»; a blatkbird i* ■ inging orer 
roy hcad. I rctracc my »tcp* and t-hut mjhtU 0p <n DJ 
itudy. Aftei all, 1 must und a book which will not wcaiy 
rat If lome one cotnes in to uk tnc a qucsüon, oc lo 
takc an ordcr, hc apologisei for disturbing me, but I b*»e 
rcally hcon rcndcred a Service. ThU bürden j^>cs as ii 
eame. If I can mcqm öirtrartion, J am MUMM, büt to 
find it for mynelf I am u nable I clirifc to inj tmttctir-i. 
and am in lovc with it so long ai it Utu; when it U ort* I 
experience an extravagant rapture. 

You will 6ay that I havc indeed changed. Oncc I vat 
itnpaticni of life ; oncc I put up witb it as ja evil which 
would last but for a fcw mooütti Ihk *tat< of feelitg 
now icems foreign to niynclf ; it would hc even * aooicc 
of astonishmenr. if I were capable of astonishment at the 
rapid ehanges of my sensntions. I sec no reasoo fof 
learing, and about ob tittlo for remaining. I am tired, but, 
amid&t iny fatiguc, I tCCOgnlM that it 19 not unpleajajis 
to be in repose. l.:fc at oncc wcarica and smusca oc. 
To appear on tnis seene, to grow up, to moke _ fr 
thc world, to bc harassed over a thouiand thin^», lc 
calculate the orbJt of comets, and then aftcr looic -.: 
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slcep b^neoth ihc turf of * graveyard ; that *eem» tr» me 
rathcr fantastic to follow 10 the cnd. 

But why prclcnd that it is the ingrained habit of w^arincas» 
or llic BtrfOCtttflC ofa salurniuc dmpoxiiion, wliich Oislurba 
and conluses our dcsircs and pciccption*. wiulIi alloys OD 
life itself with thii consciousncu ot the lapse and vacuity 
of the days of man ? There » no nccd for a roclancholic 
humour 10 ;li t. -rnrnc the hue» of lifc. Ask not the *on of 
ihc Incas, chained in those minus whenre the gold was 
taken once for ihc patacc of hia ancestors and che bUDpll 
of ihc aua ; ask nol Lhc diligcnt and irrcpioacliablc labuur ci 
bcgjjin»! in Ins innrm and despised old age ; ask nol 
innumrrablc unfortunat« the value of human hope* and 
human pro*|*ntic»; a*k nol H erachte» to cakulatc the im- 
portance of our plan», or Hcgesia» the worth of lifc. Voltaire, 
loaded with sucecu, feaated in courts and admired in P.urope 
— Voluir», illuiUiou* maatcrly, imeilectual, generous ; 
Scncia, uphi-Id by wutdom, amused by honours, wealthy to 
the HMBl vf ihiily milli<>m>- n tue thaduw of ihc 

throne ol ine Cxa&ra and wiihiu an acc of hum>cll a*ccu4- 
mg it; Sencca of use to men and Voluüc rnaJurm »poit 
of their dclu&ions : tbc« will teil you of the soul'a dehghti, 
of the heart and it« rest, of the va uc and the perroanence 
of ihc propre** of out daya, 

My frirnd, I have y«t »orac hours on carth. Wc arc 
(KKir maiuac* whiic wc live, but wearc nonentitica when wc 
live no tnorc. And then there are always »ehernes left for 
complclion. 1 have a »jilendid onc no« in my bcad— to 
meauir? the volumc of water which fallt nere in the coursc 
of ten year». A» to the thermometer, I have abandoncd it | 
it invtilre» gelt mg dp in the middle of the night, and 
whrn the night I» dark It ncecaaltatca a light at hand, which 
it will bc neenoary to place in a cuphoard, bc cause daik 
nes in esscnüal to me in my bedroom— one of the lew 
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imporian! matter* in whirfi I harr not yrt ahrred. 

! [imio tiV<- mtcfeat in ih. A tcmperature here, I mcst 
give up ncglcctmg what takea place elsevhere. I tnwst 
arcan$« for obserrations in the deserts of Senegal and 
un ihc ivp u( ihc Ijbr*-Jor tnuunumi. Anothct uia'.tci 
mlciCiU u:e inurc ki-culy — lo aaccttain ■ hethcf ibese 
haTe bcen further cxploraiion» of Central Ainca. Thoae 
Tut unknown countri«, where it might b< possibfc, js I 
»hink— But I am apart trom the worid. U iE 15 br- 
romin); lütter known, teil nie, but I im 00t tun whethe* 
yuu appreciate my roeamnj; 



1, OTTER LXX1X 

If I told you that a presentiment i>f eeielKity to com* 
woutd not he tO BM Inj source of aaniafa^hnn, you would 
%atrce\y bebeve me out of band. You would think that 
I deeeived mysclf, and you would bc right. It \s rerr 
rarely that ihc need of seif respeel is found wholly dV 
tacbed from the plca&ure, no lese natural» whlcfe u taten 
in the estinialion of »nie otlieni, und in ttic ktiuwled{c 
that we are counted ainung thein, But the thixtt 6ot 
peace, .and a cerum indolcnee of soul whtch has iaexeased 
wuh my disülusion, might well lead me to forget thb 
particular fasanation as I hare forgotten othera. I require 
to be at once restmined and stimulated by ih« fear of that 
self-reproach which would Uc unavuidablc «f, am 
nothing, making sluggibh use vi things as they arc 1 wtre 
guilty of ncglecting also the solc mcans of acüvily wbitb 
aecords with the obscutity of my life- 

MuKt not man prove hitnself suraethinj*, and, m one or 
another sense, play an energetie pari? U oihr-rwise, he 
will lapsc into despendeney and abdicate the dignitj of 
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his bcing ; he will misrcnd his gifts, or if conscious uf 
them, it will be only for the tormcnt of hi* hard-presscd 
K>ul. Me will nol bc heard, followcd, or considcred. The 
»mall modicum of good which ahould rcsult cven from the 
life of greatest nullity will bc no longer in hi* power. 
Simplicity is a vcry beautifu) and uscful prcccpt, but ic 
ha« been woefully misconstrued. The mind whieh doM 
neu pureeive the manifold phases of things will perrert the 
bcftl maxiins and degrade wisdnm itself liy deprmng il 
of nuan*. reducing it to penury and di&honouring >t by 
die difiorder which then results. 

Assuredly a man of letters in dingy linen, housed in a 
gartet, patching his garments and copying anything for 
a lirmg, can with difficuliy bc of use in ihc world, or 
have ihe authority which h required for doing good. At 
6fty year* oM he marrie* the laundress whose room is 
an the same floor, or, supposing him to hate saved any- 
tbing hc marries his servant. Hos hc sought lo render 
moraltty ndiculons, and subjeci it to the sarcaims of 
trilli.es? He dues inorc uutrage to opinion tlian the 
priest who is subsidiicd to call the worK! .I.nly to a 
worship which hc haa betrayed, than the tecüoua monk 
who boasts about peaec and abnepation, or the chnrlatans 
of probity, of whieh a scetion of society is rull, whose 
cTery phrasc is larded with mannen, rirtun, honeaty, 
and to whoni, notwithsiaftding, no one 

ihÜÜDg withotlt KOI 

I.vcry man who U possessed of a 
a desirc to bc uscful, ihough ©nl 
erery onr, in a werf, who U 
tlon, aceka fnr rrcoftn:': 
he may msurc it, erca m 
human opinion is oa* itself vainj 
involves nothing oppo&ed to bis 
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reanlt* of hi» character. If thcrc a a rulr sri*h no exotp- 
lion, Um ougbL 1 ihink, :o bc the onc. 1 Glitte 
that « is tnvariably through some txc, either of heut o» 
(udgment, ihat public opSttioa " ditdained, or a disdiin 
for the nmr i« iftVrcd, whcrever justice «Joe« not itself 
demand rhe sicffftec. 

It U poMihle to ohiain conti der atirtn eten In the mott 
ohscure Station, given an orderet! hoese and a certam 
dignity in the raode of life. It can bc poasessed eveo 
amidst poverty. »ben a name haa bcca «an»*!, «ben pcopte 
know whai we have done, when the mannet is greatcr 

than tlic fortunr, wbefl a dwtinciion El CStabUshod bct*ecn 

thtt whieh »ould be mnery in the wlgu »«d the ilcfet*«- 
tion od* an eitreme medioerity. The mia of high chattete* 
is in no ease confijsed «ich thr crowd, and if in order to 
aroid (he ponibility he must «toop to minutc prccawiossi» 
I conceivc ihat he will bring limmvlf lo üo to. Not da I 
ihmk a .iiat Uwfll bc the protnutingof »ann» , the pcrocpiico 
of «tut ia naturailv consraous inducea eaefe man to takc 
opei place, or to insure th.u he is set tbere bj 
others If it were a rain dntin to «xr*l ? the wperior man 
would dread ihe obsnirity of the deaert and ita pritatfoatf 
aa he dreaita the lowncss and wrttchedness of the soetii 
drejp ; but he fears to degrade himself, not to misa ckrv 
tion; to lill an unimportant patt is not repogaant to bis 
nature, but frorn one- that i» opposed to bis ruturc li< indeed 
rcbela, 

If a ipeeief of authority Is neectury for all the actio« of 
hfc, it i« indiipensable io the writmg mm. Public eos> 
»ideration is onc of bis stronpest levm; without it he 
follows only a trade, and this trade beeomee mcan becatxsc 
it i« Bubstuuicd for a Rteat function. 

It is absurd and rcvoHmg that an ftuthor ahouVd dar* 
»peak to man ol Ins duties »uhout being Umseif ui;figbt 
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Hut t( thc ill-conducted morali« earn» only contempt, he 
that is unknown rcmnin- N whn.lv OKtcai that hix «rrfl 
at least are ridiculou» tf hc ewitpe« fmm he ing *o himaclf. 
All that ihonM bc hoty nmong mcn lost force when books 
of philomphy, religion ond morality wer« cxposed omidut 
the mirc of thc quays, and solemn jw^cs wcre given over to 
thc rilwt usages of commerce 

Wer« fame and thc public verdiet of themaelvc* vam, 
they ahould not be deapised or ne^lerlc«!, xin< c they are a 
jETtat mcant for thc attamment of the mott praiaeworthy 
and important ends. It ia equally dispropomonate to do 
nothing in view of them, or all thing* on thcir aecount 
Grcat purposes lOOOUplIlhtd M bcautiful by thc fact of 
their i'.rantlcuT ami wunmii it Iwmg necessary to dwcll on 
thcir pcodoctlOQ ud muirovernent, hut it is not ihc atme 
with lhoae that ire rncrcly planncd. The courage of a 
penon who pemhes at thc bot'om of the sea ii a lost cx- 
amplc, »nd it i« the WBQ with the trurit thou^ht and Ihr 
wi*c*t COaetpdOB K ihrar are not eommuniraied ; ihnr 
utihiy drprnria on thcir rxpreaaion, it ta thcir etlebriry 
which cause* them to be faiitftiL 

It might perhaps bc desirable for philosophical writinga 
to bc alwayi preceded by a tfoud book of an entertaining 
character, lo bc circulated, read and enjoyed widely. Thc 
man withi namc ha» fcicatcr 0OfiS4tBCI in «peaaing; he 
doe* more and bettef because he anticipatei that hin labour 
it not without it» result. Unfortunately the courage or the 
opportunities to take such precautions are not alway* fnrth- 
cominp ; wntangi, Ükc other thinp, nrc thc snort of chanec. 
occaaionally Off an nncrpcctcd klfdl they arc mlod by 
fnffffflrTH often foreign 10 our projeet*. 

To vrnc a book ikoftf with a view to x namc ia a taak 
which is to aotne extent rcpultive and tcivile ; thoogb I 
admit that there are reosons whieh would appear to impote 
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il upon nie, I <lsre not undertafce and should ccrtainly 
abandon iL 

At Ihr iirw timc, T have no wi*h to makc a Start with tbe 
werk whtch 1 am prnjeetinß. Ii is too «ttporunt and loo 
difficutt tot mc ever to aceompUsh it perfcctlj ; n «iD bc 
niuch if I tind h some day approachisir. the ideal wfcieh ] 
have voiRcivtsl Thw remote pruapeet is, howerer, insufi 
cicnt tu itifttam tne. Vct it i» ailnut-'r fur tue, I ihink, to 
tum auihor apeedily, ihn I may have tb« cotvage to coo- 
tinuc being onc. X shall bc making a decUrcd uand, aml 
in such a way that I must follow it to fulfil tmy destinjr. 




LETTER IXXX 

1 feel in agreement Witt) juu that a rornanoe is waoted, 
onc of ihosc real ronuticca of wlucli t>x bar« a few cxamplcs. 
The taste, however, i* gtcai, and would ueeujiy mc fur j lont 
time. From many points of view I sfcould not be fitted to 
undertake it, and for the plot I shoulcJ have to depend 

Inspiration. 

Moanwhite I think that I will »rite rny itätcU 
design is that ihosc who read them shall follow tne throq 
the habiüble world. Whcn we have taten stock of It 
tygetber and have aCQuirtd »orncihinjt of a common point 
of view, wc will retrjcc our Steps anddiscuts it. Sodo two 
clderly friends take a turn in the country, look about aad 
musc without much convcrsalion, mcrcly pointiag out 
objeets with thcir eines, but in the evenin^, with tbe rire in 
front vi theui, ilicy Chat about all thai they have scen n 
their walk. 

The pageint of Iifc is füll of jr/eat beautiet, and »* must 
supposc ourselves hcre mcrely for purposes ol obaervauoo. 
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Wc mil« he InlrrrMcd withnur Mimon nr pataion, but 
also withoui indiftVrrner, a* one hceomri rngrowed In thc 
vicissitiiiles, emotion* and pcrils of a flctitious narrative 
written in an attractive style 

*l"h« way uf thc wurld U ;i «Jrauu roherem viiuiikIi to tn- 
gagc our attention, vuiicd cnouyh to enhat intc:c*t, tixed and 
r. f Mibtrd luftVicntly In »atiafy ine reatnn, tö KAUM 0« with 
it* ayatema, »rni yet with crwnißh of nnrrriatnty to atlmulatc 
our dorne» and nourish our pusions. 11 wc were impaa- 
■ible during U(c, thc idca of dcath would bc unbcarablc, but 
weare alienated by suffering and repelled by diagust ; much 
impotence and many anaictif» male u» fnrgct lo obaenre, 
and wc wiihdraw cold>y, even a« w« depart Crom a theatre 
when a tiresome neighbour, the eacciMve heat, or the 
ritiated air have substituted wririncss for eagemcsi and 
impatiencc for curiosity. 

Unat ütylc stall I icicct? Nonc. X •hall write ai I 
•peak, vttbOQfl thuikinK abuut il ; il il wer« necetaxry to do 
ütlicrwuc. I thould not <• rite.il all. Therc is thi» diffcicnee, 
however, that I verbal utierance eannot bc corrected, while 
it it possiblc to cancd in rrrisinjs what may bc likely lo 
diiplratr thc rr.ulrr. 

The poet* and aophiat« of a lew advanced period read 
their hooks aloud in aaaetnbhea, when the delivery hnd to 
bc adapted to the style and the latter to the way in 
which it would bc read. The art of reiding ii much like 
thai of writinn- Thc elcKanoe« xnd aceuracict of ciprcssion 
in reading atc m infinit« a» the ahadea of (houi.M. I can 
starcely tmagine a bad rcader with a paceful manoer in 
writin? or n just and comprehrnsire mtnd Genius in 
htniimoni and ineapabilKy of capnraion aeem no len 
incotnpaiihlc than thc power to espreas forciWy ttiat which 
we do not (cd. 

Whr.ever aide ciay bc Laken on thc qucition wheihcr all 

x 
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hat bcen tx4 or not from tn* ctbieal tuodpoiot, ic 
bc mftifiUiDcd mal nothing remains to bc docic in Um ti« 
sole icicnce of man. It i$ tasufficient for a tbiof to bc 
uttcrcd, it moit bc made public, demonsmtcd. imarettcd 
on all, and ikwuIIt arWm.wl.Mccd. Nothing ha* been 
acrompli&hrrf tintil ihr eaprcss law tos hccn uibjccted W 
thc mora) law, tili public opinion hu peroehred thc (Map 
in question under their truc rrlationshipt. 

I)ix(äJcc muit bc combaltd to kmi; ü dioocder rriitt 
Do we not daily com« acrou thing» which arc ratber che 
error« of thc mind thaxi thc outcocnc of thc paatkwu, in 
which there is morc of Wunder than pervecssty, which are 
not io mnrh thc crime of an indmduaj ai an ümost 
incvltahlc effeet Ol public ner.li*enc« or abenrdity? 

Are «c no longcr jiifclified raajLii 
fortune by what fatality they subast in greMcr teal »aal 
aii'l anxicty than tho« who daiiy loil in ihcir Service? 
And in wying to unfaithful childrcn whote eres axe not 
opencd to thc degradatmn of ihcir infidcÜt* : Yoil are Ten- 
table robben, and of s clats wMf.h thc law ihouU ponUh 
more scvercly than those who dcspoil a «rangrr. To 
open theft you add thc most hatcful perfidy. The duhonea 
»ervant is punislieü with more severicy than a stranger, bc 
cause he abuses a confidvnce, and «cevrity must be insnred 
at least in one's home. Are not Khca« conaidctaiioni» which 
obiain for any one in a nduciary Position, much atroatcf 
for the son of thc hoiwc? Who can deoefre with more 
impunity? Who i* wanting towards more wered dutics? 
From whotn is it &u patnful lo withdraw OOflfiAenoc? If 
consideratiom are interposed to arrcsi (he law, thrrr 
gieatcx need of educating opinion rather than nb*ndonin£ 
it, as is too often the cüc ; of lixing ita Variation*, and above 
all malcing it adequalcly respccled, ao that it may lulül 
what our vacillating lawi do not dare to undcrnl 











Ii it neccssary no Jonger to say to womcn who am füll 
of »en&ibiuiy, pure Intention«, youtb and frankm-s» : Why 
>u-l.. pttfa incxtimable advantages to the first pr elender? 
Do you not observe in his very letiers, arnidat the fantastic 
jartton of his crais sentiments, expressions, one of which 
alonc i* suflicient to di*clo*c the slender rttiniattnn in 
which he hold* you and the degradatiön in whieh he facla 
hlmself ? He arnuies you, hm he also deeeives and makes 
sport of you ; he is preparing your sh&me and ibmdon- 
menL You would feel it and know it, but through weak- 
new, or possibly through indolence, you mk the honour 
of your hfc. It may even happen that fot the diveninn Ol 
a night you will corrupt your wholc existente. The Uw 
cannot touch him : hc will have the sorry licence of 
langhin;; at you. How have you mistaken thit wretched 
creature for • man? Would it not have been better to 
wail and tO bc still MftfaBf? Wbat x dtsuricc there is 
between nun and man ! AmUftfl wouien, do you not 
realite your worth > Spcafc not of the need of love, that 
doc* not eveuse you I The paramount need is not to 
drbaac yourar If, and the neeewitie* of the heart »hould of 
thcmselvr* render you indifferent toonr who ha* nn quality 
of man except that at not heing a woman. Do not find an 
excu5c in the agc. If our moral Institution* arc in their 
cbildhood, if wc have confuied everytning, if our icason 
be gropiri« in the d*rk, your unprudcnce, if Ittt uupardoo- 
able, js not for that exonerated. 

So lonK m our toul is pure woman's namc is powerfui, 
and scemingly the namc of man can also impose somcwhat 
upon young hearu; but whatsoever the sweetnesi in which 
theae llluaions hide, bc not too much ortreomo by them. 
If man is the natural fnend of woman, it is truc also that 
womcn have often no fticater cuemy. All men have the 
proroptin^s of their sex, but wait for him who his ils soul 
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Whatcanthric be in cuuuiiuii liclwc«ii you and the creature 
who i* endowed onty with appetites? 

b Hm it not frequently hoppened thst we have bcen 
drawn hy the fcciinK of h.r>pim -. int" ihfl abya 
that our naiurc ha» becn vitiatcd hy «m BOR fegM 
dcitics, and that we havc become grcc«! i» Intqiifinrd »»th 
bitteine«? We have all the fr»nk"ca of youtb, tu the 
longings of ineaperience, all the nced» of a ncw iife, and 
the höpc of a »incer« htart. Wc have all the facullic* o( 
love and we aic impelled to lovc We have all the meani 
of delight and wc must ourselves bc lovcd. We nre entcrinj; 
upon existcncc; what can we do therewith in the abv.-nce 
uf love? We have bcauty, frchhnou, K'»**. KUjiuIeMMb 
uuhility, chium of mannet. Why this liaimony oi the 
movementi, this votupiuous modesty, this vorne foimed lor 
all expremon, this »mile tnraüuring all, this glance roade 
for the meltinc of the heart of man? Why thi* d*l 
of hrsrt and ihr* pfofound vtiHihihiy ? Agc, drtirr, ea- 
ptdltnoCi soul, scnsihlllty, all demand it ; it is indeed a 
neecssity. Rvcrything expresser, everything exoets love: 
this skin so soft nnd of a whitencss bo delicately timed; 
this hand shaped for the tenticrest carewci; tfail • 
depths unknowri tili it »peak* am! fctyf, M consent tO 
be loved ' ; this breast which, apart from love, is motion- 
less, mute, uscles*, and would ot length whher without 
being rendered divinc ; thc*e lineamenia, tbcae outline« 
which would ch:in;;. wühoul having becn known, ad". 
possessed ; lhe«>e sentiincnt- sn teml vnlu:>iuoi» 

and grand, the amhition of the heart, the heromn of 
passionl That delicious law, pnsBcribcd by the law 01 the 
world, nunt assuredly be fulfilled. That intortcatirv; 
which ii known so well, which is rcralled by OTCTj 
which day inspircs and night command*, what ynunjg, 
sensible and lovmg woman will dzeam of refusing tn 
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"Cease, therefore, from imagining ihit just, noble and 
pure heart) arc other than the first to bc undonc. Morc 
Suscc[>tihlc of ewltalion, thry CUIlOt fail \>> In* Ird away by 
that which love un givc Thcy .;i .al un dccc|>- 

liuns, bclieving that they are nourishcd on ckteem ; they 
ditcovcr that they ar« in luve with a man, becausc they 
arc in love with virtuc ; tbtj arc beuayed l>y scvumlrdv, 
beeautc, unable lo Iure ttuly nny one Hut a noble man, 
they feel assured that he «ho offcTS to realisc their ehimera 
is of neeessity »uch. 

" Energy of soul. esteem confidence, the necessity of 
displaying it. the neccesity of having it ; sacrifice* to reward, 
fidelity 10 crown, hope to tugtain, an itfuntit to Mio«; 
the agiUtiou, the imbciiablc disquiet of the bcOt and the 
senses ; the laudable anxiety to attempt the rctuxn of so 
much love, the anxiety no less just of rffeting, consc- 
Crating, perpetuatmg, EntDOrtftJHslng ehain* |0 dcar; yet 
Other destres, dorne fear, some cunostiy, Chance* which 
point to tt, dc.tiny «hich wills h— all these combine to 
delivcr a loving woman into the arms of Lovelacc Shc 
Lores, he amuses himself; shc yields bcisclf, he amuses 
hirascH; shc enjoy«, he amuses himself; »he dreams of 
perjKtuity, happineas, the long enchantraent of mutual 

tftlTeetion j she i* in eeleuial viaion, »he bchold» lhat eye 
Itmdled with pleasure, shc would confer a still greater 
but the roonstcr amuses himself ; the arms of 
plcasure foicc her into low fttiHfcdBftjkvotrr? a icrrihlc 
.ic-; :. 
.. ike Borrav kj^fcM'O' • 

icmbre 
of btttemew. 
eonseii i 
love, »11 il*i 
of loring 
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ptecai iou«, flouted, miserable diy* to drag «long. Tb«rc 
U ao longer any qucstion of plunging decpci intu lUuaioua, 
into low, imo 1:1 ; tbCM are drearm to thnut aside. tbere 
EO i . i!i :, i i, ti io await Sinccrc aod 
lorinf «amen, adomcd wtth tll outvard grares and cvcry 
ebarm of soul, made to bc purely, icadertT, Ciithfally lond 
— lov« not ! M 



LETTER LXXXI 

You admit that morality alonc ihoutd engagc che wnter 
who proposcs to accompUsh a freat md uicful end ; out 
u vicw» on ihc r.amic of lite towardt «rhich yoa 
ii:nik (hat 1 have hultcno secmcd to lein, are not in 
cunkiKiaocc «ith the investigation of the moral Law* aod 
ihc luundation ofdtt 

I ihould likc to avoid vtf-contradietion and will »trive 
to do »o> DUfl with ihc Variation* nf fnccrtltude I ranne* 
reproach my weaüuira. I bar« rzamioed to no purpoae 
and have brouglii to auch caauunation im;uitiality and 
even severity, but I can lind no real c 

Tlierc may be lomc discreponcy betwecn diScrcttt Ibing» 
which I have ixid, vcm thesc to be regarded aa powtrw 
■tattmenu, as the lercnü port» of a Syrern, or of a body 
of principles set out as certaintiet, intcrimked with and 
deduced from onc anoihcr. bin detached ihouxbt», ipeo» 
lations over things imjrcneirable, may vaiy vrithoct berng m 
contradiction. ! may confes* even that there a thh or 
that conjeeture a* io the coursc vi Nature which at timo 
I und excecdingly poisiblc and at others mueb Icaa so, 
accoiding to the way in which rny Imagination approaxhc* 
the subjeet. 

I may happen to s*y : Neccaslty rules all things, aod 
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if the world on ihn pimciple be incxplicable, on any other 
it is impossitilc.— Hut ha ring thu« mterpreted the poii- 
non it m-iy ao happcn on the morrow (hat, takinR the 
oppo«ite itandpoint, 1 obarrvc on ihr eontrary i 60 many 
ihings are ruled aecording to intelligence, ihat numnen 
of oihcrs muBt also bc governed thereby. IntcUigcncc 
may cliou« axnong the possibilities inhenng in the neces- 
%Aty estence of Ihmgs, and the nature of such possibilitin, 
compri&ed wiÜUS a limited sphere i» «uch that, although 
the world can ex ist only aftcr ceruin modes, cach thing 
is susccptiblc, notwithstanding, of many different construc- 
tions. Iiitelligencc is not »ovcrcign uver matter, but it 
nialcs uac ihercuf. It cannot errate or destroy it, it can- 
not dcnaturalisc or change ita law», but it cao stimulitc, 
adapt, combine it. It is not an omnipotenoe, it is a va*t 
indimtry, limited by the law? inherent in the essenee of 
bring«; it ita sublime alchemy, whirh man terms auper- 
natural breause it exceeds his coneeptton. 

Hcrc, you will say, are two Systems which ennnot both be 
admitted. I gram it ; yrt there is nu contradiction, since 
1 preaent thein aa liyjxjtlieac* only, I du not maintain or 
even uüiuit eithec in any precise way, nor du I auuznt to 
be acquamted with tbat which is unknowable by man. 

Erery general System concerntng ihc nature of exutence 
and the law» of the world is at most a notion that is haxarded. 
A fcw may giw credenr. .-■:• their dreams, or deiire 

that utlicra »hould do fco, but it is cither from uuer chatla- 
unnm or overwoening obstmaey. For myseU, I Ctl 
qucstion, and if 1 say denmtcly that netcssity rules all 
ttiings, or again, that a sverrt force is working Ig an end 
irhkfa wc <an at timca foresee, I employ ihcac positive 
rsprrssion« to ütc (hfl InCCMUll rr(*-iiti n of " It xems 
tome," H I ftfppoac," *' I itnagine.** Such a way of »p* 
can ncither represent my conviction nor decrive aay onc. 



3*4 



OBERMANN 



lur »ho, ualcii lie u dcmentod. wiii allu-ui what it is unpot- 

kiülc to Inow ? 

It is iKogcthcr difftrent when, focsaking Uioc <U*l it- 
•», wc confinc oursctres to thc only human scicncc. 
namcly. cthie*. White ihc eye of man can disccni oothing 
ai to ihc csscnce of ciiücnccs, it cjin scc 
thc rclationi of man. We find thcren a iight wo. 
adjusted to uur organs ; thece wc can discovcr, nsuoa, 
jüirni. Tbm *Uo wt axc answcrable for our idcas, tbeir 
conncetion, ihcir j^rcctncnt, thcä i u'-ii , j: -J u it thete 
that assurcd )'nno[Jc* muii be sought, ai it «* thcrc, i» hoc, 
that comntclictory consequcnoes would be utpar 1:0 nable. 

The study of ethics ouy bc o|icn to a nngle obaecdoa, 
imi, though tbis offen a acriuu* dU&culty, « is not onc whkh 
»eed dcuin us. On ihc hyj>uthc*ia that occtatity niles all 
ünngs, Vbtt will re>ult fiotn our rocaichcv our pcooefts, 
out vhiücs? 'i'hatitrulct insucii j manne* uaot, bowtrcr, 
provcn ; thc oppositc scntiment obums in man, and k a 
cnough that in every action of lifc hc considers that be o 
left to himsclf. In apitc of dcttiny, ihc ito* bcbev«d m 
viriuc, and those oncntala who ding to thc dogtr.a of fatal- 
Ism axc likc othcr mcn in rcspect of thctr octions, fear* lad 
desires. I>id I cren regard thc unircnal aw of ncctftSKj 
as probable, 1 nuglit still inmtigat« thc principe« of 
impiovcd human initituiiona, Whcn crot*iri|| a hke OBS 
monuy d*y, I might say to my»< !i : lf cvctA% uc unchao^e 
ably determincd, it matters littlc whethet thc rotoi a« 
diurik or not, But as it is posiible that it may bcochcrwiae, 
I should rather advise them not to drtnk tili alter lbcy jet 
aihore. — lf neeewity rul< all things, it rulcs also roy 
cautiun hcrrin, and, in likc manncr, thc fset that 1 am 
enoncously terming it cautioo. 

I have no head for thosc subtlctics by wbich st ia jee- 
trndcd to harmontsr free will with forekr*ow)edgt; eboke 
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on the pari of man with absolute power in God, the 
infinite detcatatiun which üie Authur uf all juslicu ha* 
neonwrily für all um, and the incunveivablc itivari» wludt 
Jlc lu . d tu jucvvttl in rcpaii il, wilh tlic [jcriiiilciit 

cmpirc of iiiju»in,c and an oppoiUtthf tot uimin.il >:on- 
duct so long os wc cbooee. I expencncc wme difticulty In 
< um ilMiinjc both ihr infinite bcncvolcnoc whieh by iu will 
creaud man ttd tbl iinlnbiuble knowlcdgc »f what wcmld 
come of Jt «itti the ctcrrnty oi ludcoua torment for lurty- 
mne out ui i : : t y ol the creaturea «ho, uotwittutandiny, have 
been lovcd so weLL I might discourse »odciimteiy, hkc 
other», and witli »kill or learnuig, on ihc« iinucncUablc 
quratium, but, if I cvCr writc, I ihlll devote mytcU ratner 
to that which concerns man socially unued in hu temporal 
life, lince it seems to nie that n is only by observing the 
GOBoequcnccs as to which we have usured indmtions 
that 1 tan think uf true thiogs or give ex|'re»ion tu 
Ihin^n uscful. 

1 may icach a cctuni point in the knowledge cd man, 
but 1 cannot consinic Nature. I can xarcely conccivc of 
two opposed principlc», coeternally makin^ and CUUBflkl&fi 
of a uniTcnc formed »o late out of nothing aubuMitiK for 
a ume only, and thut cuttlng the imlmaihlrr eternity into 
thicc parta. 1 am indispotod to »peak »cnuualy »buut tlut 
of which I know nothing i " '1 he natural nun discerns not 
the thing» which are uf the Spint ol God" 

Nor, on the other band, »hall I ever compoehenü hM 
man, who acknowlcdge* intelhgence m numclf, ein [tretend 
that the world doe» not conuin intelligente. Unfortunatety 
I can sce no heuer how a faculty can bc a suhstanec. I 
•hall be told that thought is not body, a »hysiraily divi- 
atblt entity, and that death cannut, therefore, dotruy it, 
«heute, altbuugh it ha* bc^un, it i» plam that it caonot 
end, and that ai u n not body a i» ol nt-coiiiy »pirit. I 
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oonfett, lu "ij lu.xfufltiiK-. that ihn uiuiiiphan*. arfUtnrnt 
seem» to mc deticient in tue mcfit oi common M 

Ilerc i« onc which i* more actio e tticte aie 

rrlicion» citaMiRhcd from r.f oM, pari and parcel of our 
human Inttittiliont, »cwning natural to our wcakncss and 
thc curb or conaotation of many, it b good to fnllow and 
mamtain the religion of thc country in which oae livcs , 
should it bc iinpossible to believe ihcrein. sücnce must at 
l<ut bc presened on thti point, wftea milinjs for tnankind 
at larKf*. who muit not bc dlavVtdtd fcOM * faith which 
thcy love. Thia i» your own opinion, and herc is woy I 
•m unable to follow it. 

I havc no intention to undcTmine a rcligions beücf m che 
valluys of ibtCmOM Ol ibt Apennin«», nor yrt in my 
uiiiiitrJiaic ncighbourhood of Mauticnne or Swiucttad; 
but when speik.ng ol murauiy u u potiiWc lo aay noihing 
of rcligions? That would be a misplaced affectoxion which, 
dCOttong no onc, would only embarraas my subjeet and 
deatrny the eoherenre whi< h alnnft eaulA ttndt • 
We must reipcci, it ia maintoincd, thosc opinions on i 
thc hope of so miny men reposes and the moraJlty at a 
still greater number. I regard thia rcwive st wisc and 
requisite in thosc who treat vthical queaiion» only in an 
accidcntal mann er, or wntc from a diverte poins of *i«w 
than my own will ncceitanly bc But if in wiinng ahwut 
human instmitioni I ahoutd omit all reference to religior» 
systema, it would be re^ardcd only au a concetaion to some 
dominant party, and thi* would call for oomiemnation as a 
wealenrn, In venturing CO aaMimc such a funeuon I must 
liHnic .ill acc:cpi thc dutica which tt invulves. Kor my 
abihiics I am unable 10 answer, and these wiil bc lc*a or 
more inadequate, but my intentions depend on mysct£ and 
if they are not invanably pure and lUftdnttl I am ur.. 
of so great a vocalion. 







OBERMANN 



347 



In litciituxc I »hall luve 110 personal coemy, a* I »hall 
have nonc at any tinic in my private Ute . bui when it is a 
qucilion o( proclatming lo man 'hat which I regard as truc, 
I mu*t not bc afraid of nrTcmlinR M.rt Ol piJty 1 havr no 
deaire to ortend any, hui I have no law to aeeept fr»m any. 
I »hall attack things and not men | if men regret it, if 1 
become an objeet of horror to sumc of theiu, 1 shall not be 
lurpriscd, but thii I would not even fomec. If in many 
kmdv of writmjt it bc powiblc 10 dispcnsc with the mcnium 
of rcligion«, thia U a choicc «hu h >■ ilmtnl mr, and I 
regrci it on »cvcral aecount». Every unbiasscd pcison will 
acknowledge that such »ilencc is impossiblc in a projeet 
hier minc, the solc litcrary work to which I can attach 
LmjKiiuni c. 

In wnüng upon the diapositions ol nun and upon ihr 
generai System of ethic», 1 shall iberefore »peak ot rehgiona, 
and awuredly, in so doing, I can »ay only that which 1 
think A* thm I» unavi)ia:il>lr I make no attempt Co 
cxclude (rom our eorrc%pondrncc what chancr ntTera on the 
subjeet; otherwise, and in despite of a certain constraint 
which would follow frorn it, I should mucn prefer to with- 
hold what I feel muat diBpleasc, or, morc corccctly, must 
afflict you. 

On your pari, I would atk you whether, rf in certain 
chaptet» I proeeed to investigate reltjtiona aa aocidental 
Institution», and to »peak of that which comes, as it i* laid, 
from Jerusalem, how 1 can l» r^ncted to dosoas if I had 
I;. ::i l.i.rn -I J. ru talelii ? I VOOU ul fOB ifeftl Rft] I vil 

can eniuc in place» quickene-i by the Kuropean »junt, 
whcre notions arc cleai and conceptiom dinllusiunt-cd, 
whcre we live in the forgclfulnts* Of prciti^e, in the uncon- 
ccalcd »lu-Jy of positive and drmnnstratcd Kienccs? 

I would diaabuae no one whosc hrad is »0 empty ai to 
»ay that if therc were no hell it would not be worth * i.< 
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lo bc honcfi. By a fcw weit pmo*a my book cur, of 
eour»c ? U ... n I do n.ii datier mywlf that do harn 

whatsocver can rcsult Irom wnat I shali undrrtakr «rieh the 
imcnüon of doing good, but possibly I may also reducc ihe 
numbcr of thoac fond tau)» «ho txlieve ooiy in duiy 
tbiough Ibtii fatth ni i ixakups X ahaJI imure int 

»uimal ol duly whco idics and hornod dceauna wi-J bare 
ccascd to bc in fashton. 



The peoplo ai large will, unaroidably, coroc aooaer et 
latcr, and in any MM beforo lorgr, ha* clapaed, to disdaia 
onc of UM iwo idcas which they have becn accuttocncd 10 
acocpl only logcihcr, and it u thcicfoee ad v, table Co maa« 
it piain to tliem thai die ic|»aiauon of Laote idea* ia tjuitc 
powble without the neglcct of the one enuiUng the «tb 
rataioa of ihc other. 

Thll timc, *s 1 Ünnlc, u tiuickly dsawing ncar ; it via bc 
rccognUcd morc univcnally that sc mmn huflrj no Icojetr 
on a failing foundation tbc moral citadcl without which •<• 
thould live in a »täte of secret warfare» and in tbc midst ol 
a mute dcie*ublc pvtiidy du« die ▼oogeaac« and prolonged 
haued ol s&vage hordc*. 



LETTER LX 






Whcthcr I »hall depart from my snow-svatbcd nouatain», 
whethet X ihall go forth to behold that amiling cououy 
which you givr me so ajluring a dc*cription, vhese 
wintcr in mi dement, the spring ao »wert, whtre the cmöi 
waten) break thcir billuwx wblcfa arc born in America — I co 
not know, ThoK which 1 gaze on now cornc not from so 
tat away ; in the clct't* ot tnese my rock*, whctu, like the 
melancholy owl, I go in search of d&rk&ess, weh icioicoaity 
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wooW b« eo,ually ill-vuitcd to my eyen or thought*. And 
yet the ie«rct ttut I am away fiotn you inertstes daily. 

I do not chide myseH on aecount of it. ! am naher 
surprised ; seeking somethinß to explain it, I diseover 
nnthing, and yrt I rr»uM de* HO oth^rwiie, f a^uw yOU. 
Somc day T «halt Itptlf to you — Chat m settled. I lon^ to 
see you in yoiir homr ; ! yearn to bring away from it 
the secret of being happy, when nothing is wonting but 
oursclves. 

At the ume time I will vitit the Pont du Gard and the 
I «anjtucdoc Canal, I will puc upon the Grande ChartreuK, 
but it «hall be on my way and not aa I return. Yo» will 
know the reason. I love my rerreat ; I «hall love it more as 
the days ro on, but to live alone I feel that I haee the 
rtrtrnitth nu hmyvr. 1*t US turn to Other matter». 

In yet a fcw dnys all here will bc finished For four 
a'ready I hart been rieeping in my own room. 

When I kl my winduw* icniam ujicn dunn^ tlie night, I 
can hear distinctly ihe plaah ot the fountain, a* the watet 
falls into its buin ; it break», as the breath of the wind 
mores it, aj*ainst the iron bar* dc*ij(ne4 lo aupport the 
f«Nb hronght thilher to he fillcd. Thrrr an- prrhap* few 
natural aeridfnts «o romantir aa the «mnd of light water 
falllng upon still watcr, when all is at its nocturn. and we 
distinguish alone in some Tallcy's depth a tonent rolling 
profoundly through dense forest land in the hearl of Ihe 

That founuin i» under a wide roof, aa I think I haTe totd 
tou ; the aound of its fall has lest of wildneas than it would 
harc in the oprn air, but it h more eunoui and pleasintf. 
Shrltewd, wiihonl being encloaed, rcatlng ona good bed in 
the midat of the dctcri, potsetaing in onc'a own home 
the advantagc* of the »rage State, the convenicnees of 
luxury are joincd to the strenRth of Natura. Pnmeval 




things hiirc been shaped, u it woold Ken, by our 

but tncir laws bäte oot been abrcgxted, vad ■ sway so Sgfct 

knows, it would eevm, no liaritt. Ofswtfi is all man. 

gnat :ix,i, ah oowrhfc »ith «hieb yv« will obaen« 

tiix; 1 am «dl tfoflcd, is seveu talionis wide and oore 
chan twenty long, bemg in a linc with tV oihc» buüdin** 
n f:irt ihr mn%\ rommodiott» of slrurtilre«; « ymt 
Che bam and ihr boette; without tOUCnbig tKo U' 
comrauniextes thcrewith by x gollcry of ligfcM co niU B O ton 
whieb com bc cut quickly m cm« of firc Coach, UM» 
coacb, tnTvlIiag-coacb, tooU, fi.-fwood, caxpcnter's abec. 
»prinn— il hold* all without eonfuaiOA One can woÄ 
and waih there also, and malte whataoevef m required w*V 
out being distressed by the Min, the snow, or the mwL 
Since I bope no longrr to sec you her«, exeepe ai socae 
tkhI, 1 will discloac 10 you my *ay ä 

liring, 1 will deschbe my whole doouciir, and perbkft 
ibeic will bc Moments *hen I »hall depiet you au »haiitu 
it with mc, and us enmininR, de.ibcratinc and icaitanpflg 
tORClhcr. 



LETTER LXXXIII 

ty i in *«p 

I waited with some Impaticncc unül you had finiaaed 
your journeys ; I have new matten; to itspart to you. 

M. de Fonsalbc U bere. He urirtd fi»c weck* a$o, and 
lus com« to atay ; In» wifc also ha» bee» here. Th00|*i 
he ha» spent some ycar» on the »:a, he ta a steady aod 
quiet man. 1 In neither gamhles, nor hunts, not aaäokcs, 
he drinks nothing, hos never danced, and he doe* not sia$. 
At the same timc ho in not by any mraas melaneboly, 
though I thinlc [hat hc haa knuwn much aorraw in ta« 
past. His countenance unites the plcasing indicaliacs of 
ttie soul's calm with tbe traces of prol'ound maafc 
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His eye, which usualty expresses only a specie* of repose 
and dejeetion, was mtvndcd 10 capress everything ; bis 
head is uncommon in its characteristics, and amidst his 
habitual calm, if a great idea or a strong scntimcnt ihmiM 
arousc him. hc assumes without premeditation the *ilcnt 
attitudc of eommand. I have heard an netor admired for 
hU dchvery of the " I will it," " I ordain it," of Nero, but 
Fonsaibc would uttcr them better. 

I »peak to you iropartially. Hc is not so cquable willmi 
as without. but, granting that hc ha» ihc nnafoitune Of 
defeet of an incapaciiy for happiness, hc haa too mueh 
good aenic for diseontent. He is just the man to work 
ehe eure of my orrn impatience; hc has taken his stand, 
and what m mnre ihan this, hc has proved to m©, beyund 
all contention, thai 1 also shuuld uke nunc. Ke main- 
taina that with a hfc of independence and health added, 
'Ji< t:_'h with these only, a man must bc an idiot to be 
happy, and a fool to be miserable. You will sec readily 
that, in view of this Statement, I coiild only affirm that, 
for mysclf, T was MUhtt »ne nor the oihcr, and n I 
affirmed accordlngly. No», it foliows that I musi compnrt 
my*elf in the future 10 aa not to have told an untruih. 

I begin, nevcrthcless, to find something beyond inde- 
pendrnt lifc and healtn. Fonsalbc will prove a friend, 
and roore, a friend in my lonelinew. I do not lay a friend 
»i hc underatood the tenn formerly. We have both passed 
the age of heroies. Now it i« a qucition of pawmg one's 
days in peoce ; the great thing» of hfc do not inchne to 
mc. I linnt mysclf, you tay, to an attempt at extract- 
in« »mc good from the little which is vouchtafed me 
by deuiny ; with auch a purpo*e in view it »ould be a finc 
thing to dream of fncndthip after the fasbion of the old 
daya " Setling aside boib Uie '»ktiü» pKtjred U. tht put 
and thoae wriico axe to be raet «ttu 
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while their future WfcMim 

Alps. 

When the men of ihosc day* gonc by in wlm.li it «u 
not prdjjoiterous to bc ü man, wjthdrcw into decp solitudc, 
wuhin ihe cavcrns of the mouncains, it was not mcrcly co 
mcditaie on insütutions whseh tbey wcrc thcn projcctsnf ; 
thotight is not lc*s jx>**tblc at hörne, and if vlcnec b« 
enential, thii aUo ean bc found in the eity. Nor wai it 
simply to impose upon the public; aome elementary 
miracle of magic could havc beer» petformed more casily, 
and would havc had no Icas influcnoe on imagination. But 
the soul which is leaat in subjoction Joes not wholly escape 
fluni the tyr.tnny of habit, froffl tb:ii CODCluMOfl which for 
the crowd i* so persuasive and so ipeciout for g< II 
from that doctrine of routine which out of ihc commoncst 
eondition of man educes a natural evidenre and demon- 
stratio" of hit dettiny. Scparni ;r.n from human Ihingi is 

ini!npcii*:t\;r, noi in order to sec tha! they arr susccptibl« 
of change, but to havc the courage to betieva it. 
Isolation is not neoessary to devise the mcans which shotild 
be ernployed, but to hope for their success. Gv 
retreat, and m retreal you will kc. The habit of the old 
Order is weakened, the CftMOrdn cd witnout bias, 

and is a matter of romance no lonfl;er ; therc is faith and, 
on Coming forth, success. 

Bcfore Fon salbe was due to retum I made my way to 
the road, drenched even to the skin, Hc mnintained that be 
could rcach the actual Situation oi the wuterrall wiihnut any 
such mconveniencc. I waited to see ; at tirst it wem cd that 
he would sueeeed, but the water-spout was cxcccdingly 
fluetusting, though there wai no wind at oll in the villcy. 
As we were about to retirc he was rirenched in a Single 
second, after which hc permitted himvrlf 10 hc b «K and I 
took liim to the samc spoi whcre I had Ujvelf bKfl scated. 
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Rut I was afntid that the auddcn Variation;, of atmosphcric 
pressure might jffen his ehest, which is not to suong u 
niy own, and we reüred almost unmcdiately. So far 1 Iiad 
ttnven in vain to make hitn undcr^Und ine otherwixc tbu 
by aigns, but when we wert soiim f*w yard» »w»y, jikI 
bcluic hc was «eil out of hi« aslumuhinent, I asked tum, in 
a »ituauon like this, «hat become o( tbe habits of a man, 
eren of his most powerful aff^ctions, and of the passion» 
which hc bclierci to be uncoiK]uerahlc. 

We walkcd to and fro betwoen the innen! and the load- 
way, Agrceing that a persun of the strängest organinalion 
might ha vc no positive passion, dcspuc his aptitude for 
jU. and that there hm becn actually many such among 
mankind, not only among rulert of nations, out magi, I '"■ 
noaophi»!*, and the ttue am! faithful hclicvera of rviOQI 
rellgions, whether KUmism, Chriatianity, or Rtiddhiam. 

The tuprrior man has all the üeuhies of man, and ean 
experience all human affections, but hc piuses only nt 
the grandest which his destiny anurds hun. Whosoever 
lolcratcs the subwrvicnc* of «teat thuught» to »null ot 
»clfch »dcj* ; whoeoevet, amidnt thinga itnpuiUnl cithct for 
hu aciivity or hu deeuion, ts inoved by mein affcctions 
and sordid interests, is not a superior man. 

The latter nerer faüs to see further thin himself or his Per- 
formances; instead of being behind his destiny hc advances 
mr.inahly heyond itt anigtied Limits, and this native im* 
pulvnm of bis soul in tn no icnse the grerd of power or 
of digniue*. He is above dignitica and power ; hc luven 
all that is useful. noble and just; all that is beautiful 
he love*. H« aoccpU power because he nceds it to 
re-torc the bcautiiul and the utcful, but he would by 
choioe le*d a simple life breause this ean bl pure and 
good. At Itmea he accnmplishea what ean he perfnrmcd 
l>y human paaaiona. but one thing to Iura ii impossible, 




and lhat w to aecompuih it by pawion. The 
man ■» "«W a» thc tuprrior man is nerer passiooafietj 
"f mrufn, nrwr Irrrr* gamhling or wine, bot 
I ctaim in addition to all ihis that he t& ac-rcr unbjtK**. 
Whcn he acu hke those srho uc born to gaxe upon hin 
with kstonishment, hc U not inltueoced by the mocires 
whidb ano familiär tu tltcm. H« is nciihcr sutpvcious oor 
.- dMmukdni n- 1 t^-.bvr (cratefui 

n<»r wilhom gntitude. He is nothing of thc kfa 
heart mäht, his intelligence lsadi So long as hc n i: 
bis place he procecds towards hü end, which u ordei 
in its nencral scnac and tha improvcmcnt of thc coodhioo 
Of EMU Of whomsocTcr *c ein wy Um hc knoir» tbk 
weakncn or tu* Chat tendenty, ihe iirac is a man hl* 
otber raen. But thc man whu >s born to gOTern i» just 
and absolute. Wben unUeccircd, bc beecones even more , 
hc >s no longcr nn*olutc, no longer mutet, he is a sage» 



I.KTTF.R 1.XXXV 



«e- 



l*ajr»ntflM.a/»##r-ii/: 
I uiust confeu to thc tarne fear. 1t wu natural to con- 
cludo (bat the kind ol indolcnee into which 1 bare bcco 
plunged by my wcariness would soon become almast an 
invinciblc habit ; but on further reflectioti I feit that there 
was no re.il need for anxicls, that ihe tviJ waa abeady 
within me, and that in orrmmunece «itmlar to thc preaem 
I shoutd by my natiirc bc Just wbot 1 am. Yet tt aiao 
sccmcil to nie that in another lituation I sbould bc a drf- 
ferent characicr aUogether. Thc way that I TCfetatc in the 
Order ol things that now Surround« me would hare no effect 
on my conduci did the time come Cor me to preacribe myaetf 
u roucli actirltt as there is hulc at present required of 
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What would be thc use of attcmpiing an crect posturc at thc 
hour for rcposc? Why go on Uving in the tomb? Becausc 
I DUM is diiigcnt» and iÜmih /lincdlotquamJct hitday, »huuld 
he for lhat rextou rduvc to »Icep al night? My night I 
adimt ix tuu Jung, but i» i: my fault if days xxc short and 
nights aic dark in my natal scmoh? Likc any onc eis«, I 
would bc abroad when thc Stimmer i* herc ; but awaiting 
tliat I sleep by thc fireside during the frost Kon salbe is, 
! tlunlc, becoming sumnoltaerrit likc myaeif. Thcre j« in 
incongrutty, altogether in keeping with thc inisciy of man, 
in our ud and tranquil habili arnidit thc mort beauuful 
retreat of a country wbich is so bcautnul, and in thc caa* of 
our lifc amitUt a fcw unfortunatc» who, at Ihc »*xnc titne, 
are more contented thin we shall ever bc- 

I mu« gtve you wmc aecount of our absurdhics— you 
will find Chat, for thc most part, there is no touch of 
bitiernesi in cur languor. It is needless to teil you lhat I 
do not keep a large ictinuv. In thc counliy, and wich our 
way ol Uving, ihcrc is plcniy of occupaiiuii for thc servanta, 
and thc belli may bc pulled ten times before any onc will 
app^ear. What I have sought is eonvcmcncc and not 
display. I hare also to avoid unncfciaary expenses, and I 
am quite as willing to fatiguc myself hy pouring out wstcr 
from a decanter intu a glaaa aa to ring tili H al> M DOdM 
lackey is brutight from the fai end of the houic to perfonn 
the officc Ai for Kon salbe and mysclf, we scaroely DOW 
indeptndentty of onc anotber, and a bell commumca-.cs 
from hi» alcqiing apattmuit to my own, and also to my 
study. Thc mode of nnging it variet, and m thi* way we 
warn iinc another, not in aecordanee wich what we want but 
in aecordanee with our fancies, so lhat the bell is sounding 
«57 fre^ucntly. 

Thc more burlcvquc thesw Canoes arc ■ 
atauK u» ; Üiey axe thc pUitUmg* of O 
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(■rincn to this eitcnt. and, without having «Ute* 10 
govetn, wc jruMue our »ornewhat fareteal capfices. We 
alwayi regard it as an advantagc to have something to 
laugh ar, but with this proviso, that our laughter cause* no 
onc mortincation. Some perfeet puerility brinns ut XO a 
ptUM »ometimn wbüc rorapulinc, the worhN with ljunbert ; 
|QBCtiii:e:. ali-o, unlmrd Willi the cnihu&iatai ofl l'mdar, w« 
amusc ourselves with the ttnpo&ing strut of i guinca fo-wl, 
or the coiubativc feats of Iwo lovciick cats disputiag 
Tor their inamoraU. 

Kor some time pa« we have ivime to thU agreemrr-!, 
that whichever onc of us gocs for halfan-hnur withoct 
being able to slccp shall wakc up the other, so that he also 
m.iy have his chance of exercising patience; situilarly, be 
who hui an amusint; dream, ur wie calculalcd to produce a 
slrong emotion, muttt iiuuicdiulcly warn ihc oliicr, »o th 
when lalung our tea m- tay bc c*ph*jnc 

aecordmg to the oecult science of the eider world. 

I can now toy a Utile with *l«p whirh T ha»e hcj^ 
rccOYtr sinre I have Rtvcn mt) coftVe and cither take tea 
very moricrately ot '>•.;:'. r milk i>r ftirsplc I 

1 used to sletrp, so to sjicak, without I k; i n y aware of it, and 
wiihout repoM as without unjitymiMii. Euih in ülcvpmt; 
and in waktng 1 waa absolucdy the banic as w rui 
hut now I obtain for a few min Utes that bcnsition of the 
gradual approach of slmnber, that voluptuous drov- 
which preoedes complete oblivion of lifo and the dail 
return of wlnch renders lifc tolcrablc to the unforlunate 
its cnnlinuou« su&pcn&ion and divinum. At auch ti 
is well to bc in bed, even it onc Actes not actually i) 
Towardsmorning I turn over.and though I am ncitheraslecp 
nor awakc I cx|teriencc a sense of com fort, and dream at such 
tiines peacefully. Kurilieniiore, in Diese calm momenti I fi 
plcasurc in conteuiplatiug lifc, wlnch «ccin» quitt foreign 



ness 
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me, as if I had no pari (herein. What strikef rnc at such 
times above all is the babcl of it* ways and means, and the 
nothingness of its rcsul» ; thi* v»*t toil of all bcings either 
with one end that is uncertain, sterile, perhaps even con- 
cradictory, or wuh many end* that are opposed and vam. 
The tnoBS flourishes on the rock which is baticred by che 
waves, out its flower will perisb. The violet blooms to no 
purpoac under the »taub in the wildem«*. Thui doc* man 
de»ire, and thu* will he die. He is born by an accidcni, 
he makes Atteinpta wtth no end in view, he bautet without 
objeet, he feels and ihmks in vain, he paues without having 
lived, while he even who has contrived to achieve life will 
|um in likc mannen Craar won fifty battlcs and conquered 
ihr wcxlem world, but he ha* gone, and Mahomct and 
l'yihagura» preceded htm. The cedar which urenhadowed 
the Huck ha* paised hkc the gras* which che Hock» have 
traropled. 

The more w« strive to see, the more wc plunge into the 
night. All things work for their coniervation and rtpro- 
durtinn ; ihr «od oi thrir arfioni ia appurnl— why is 
tlut ol thrii i»:!i,i; eonccalcd? rhe antmal naj orftM, 
powem, industry to msure his suhsistenoe, as well as the 
pcrj)etuaiion of his speeie«; he works to live and he lives; 
to reproduce his kind, and he rcpioduoes it. Hut why 
Utc? Why perpetualc the specics? 1 understand notb£B| 
of all tln». The beait browae» and dies! The man rata 
and diea I One BOn&Bg I retlccted upon everything that 
man does ere dcath oTenake* him, and I was so impelled 
to lnughter that I pulled the bell twiee. At the breaJcraat 
hour, howcTcr, we never feel able to laogh, and on this par- 
ticular day Fonaalb© protendcd to disoorcr a grcai deal (hat 
wa» seriuua- in the ihm*;» of art and of k l " [ y. *<■> Ute KUa* 
ccndcni »ciculc», ihe mctaphyiic* ol tbe tttfuuca, and 1 
knuw not what eise. 
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After tlu* btcaMaM I bid "The Spirit oi Tnings 
my üble and icad aimoat Ihc nfcok gToofSoSum* 
must adiait to )ou that thi» ijstcni of che rrpuauem 
the wofU in do way repclt me. It is not modern, but tbu 
an onty increaae iti aotnority. It i* grm. " 1* ipeciou». 
The authar ha» enterrd inlo the dtpch*. and I takc kindry 
10 the rsceasive obucmitv of luv t. nn\ iV.r they make ooe 
the less Struck wiih the oratio igt thcraielrc* 

1 am quite wilüng to bclieve lhat the hipotheaaa oi a 
fortuUou» dcgradaüon and a slow rcgcaciiUon, of - 
whu-li 11 viiic«, . »ubLiliic*» and of anoibcT which 

<"i 1 : i'K. •.!.- -.:.n ir-, is u,: dir U-iv. f>i..u\,i || ..,:" 001 

dreams about the nature of thinga. I »ould ask onjy bo* 
comci this great revolution, or how m lernst it should hart 
come abom ; why the wbolu worid thu« tteaped froan che 
hands of tho Ettrnal ; how it waa that (he Ktcrnal pormitted 
it, or wny Ht wax BDaJbfa tu preveut fej aiid wliat power. 
alicu to the Universal L'ower, has prodoced the uruvcnaJ 
caLutrophc? This system explaios evcrjthing excepl the 
initial dirficulty, bot the Oricntal doctrinc of iwo coraend- 
ing principlc* wa* daMft 

WhatCTcr may be the anawer to a iiuraiion which 
doubilcs* is litile intended lor the ducllcrson earth, I know 
nothing whicii aecounu for the pcrpctual phenometjon, 
all the aeeidenis of which overwhelm our intelligencc and 
disconcert our curioua cugiinc» W« ite individtamla com- 
üine toiicthcr and niultiply iliai they nuy adtanc* with a 
■ i.>i.ni Hu; 1 ontimtotti foret Eow&rdi 1 km * not arfan an . 
from which they arc cominually driten back. A ccleauaJ 
industry unccasingly producca by an innnity of aneons, 
a principlc of inertia, a dcad forco, rmitlM ooldly and ea- 
tinyuiabcb and dettroyt whulesale. The puitcuiar ageots 
aic all jhu«ivc, bui tend noiwiuutanding aeaioualy u»«arda 
tlui which they cannot coneeive, and tbe eutl ol tha* 
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gcncral tendeney, unknown as it » to thrm, woiiM secm 
also unknown to all trat cximjl Not only does tne systcm 
vi beings wem füll of contra st in thc means and of Opposi- 
tion in thc producta but thc power which mores it tcciua 
vaguc, restless, ener?aicd, or cuunicrbalanved by an m- 
dcli nable forte; Nature appear» clicckcd in btt progress, 
and as >f ernbamssed and uneertain. 

We bclievc oureclves to pereeive some glcam of light in 
thc abyss if «c regard thc woTlds aj spheres of actmty, as 
achooU of rcßcncranwn whcre matter, KradnaUy ittbCflttd 
and subulised by a principlc of lifc, h dcaiined to pass from 
tue biutc or passive conduton to (hat point of caaltaiiün 
and lenuuy which shall ai last makc iL fit to be impreg- 
natol with firv and ptrvadcd with light. It will theo bo 
employcd by intclhjicncr, no long« aa formlcss matcris!* 
but as a perfected instrument, ihcn likc i direet agent, and 
finally oa an eaacnüal part of thc One Bcing, who will then 
become truly Universal and truly One. 

The ux u strong and {wwcrful, but lic does not ktiow iL 
Hc aUvrb« a vast muUitude ul Vegetation; hc devoura a 
oieadow. Wnat irnpoiUnl advantogc does tie derive l'rom 
itt» 11c nimtnates. he vegctales aluggishly in ihc itablc whcre 
he is immured by a man heary, melancholy, uselc» a» him- 
seif. Thc man will slay thc ox, will tat it and will not bc 
bettrr off, and afier thc os is dcad thc man himwlf will die 
Wi:ai Ihn will rcmain of both? A handful of fcitihsing 
inaitci which will produoe new gras* io nounsh otber flesh. 
What a vnin and uaeloquent aitcination of Itfc and dcath I 
How cold an univene ! Where can be Ibe adrantage of 
(.iiNdng rather than exssüng not? 

Bntlftl -i.t ind tciriblc fccmcnuiioA whicii aeems to 
heget only to ttnmolaic, to makc only to irnrrakc, to bring 
forth genca only to squmde* them, or io iropan thc reo 
sciousness of lifc only Io instict ihe quiverii ileaufa 
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sttuggle ; if tbu furce which rauve» elernaJ m*lt«r aioid« 
darknc» cuti aUo »omc je kam» to ibo* fofth tfa 
Chi» power which offem battic Im mn::.i " • piomise of 

e*!*trnec, ptilvcrme* the work of its hands to prepare \x fer 
iome grand design ; if this world whcrein wc appc.ir | 
the first sketch of a world ; if that whieb w tONMlb <>"iy Ifiat 
which Oiall bt, then ine uslotuslununl tfhfOfa viuhlc •?■ ex 
rilcs in u« may pttfctpj seem to be expUmcd. The present 
toils for the future and tne order of ihc world » that the 
actual world shall be consunied; this great saxrifice wa* 
netc«sary, and i» great in our eyes alonc We pa*s away 

hourof disaatcr, hut Et \» unavfii.l.-.M. lad b« I 
of all that exists to-day U summed up m the one word that 
they have Hved. A fruitful and Invariable order will be the 
produet of the ogoniaing crisis which destroys ounclvcE. 
The work is alrcady begun, and the age* oa* life will lubsist 
when we out cuinplaintt, our hope* and our &y«teuia will 
have pa»ftcd away lur ever. 

auch na» tttc kehlig ut ihc aucicnU, who prcftcivcd the 
bciici m the distress under which the wholc earth laooui*. 
This vast and profound idea produeed the imtituiions of 
the carlier ages which endure in the memory of the nations 
es a great rnonument of lubiimr nadness. Bttl ttibe* which 
rcmnined harharous, and hoftlc* ■ . , who 

had furgoiteu the anuqtic tradJtiuna durmg uioi I 
wandermgs — the Pclaagi, the Scythuns,thcScandinavian»— 
spread Gothic doctrinei, ficüons of veree maker» and the 
falje magk of the »avageä ; »ubsopi<-ntly ihc Imiocy of 
things has become their enicma tili the day when a man, 
cut olTonly too early, act himsclf 10 rend aome part of the 
reil which had been spread hy the borbanans. 

So null rny reverie ; but at length vorne movement dis- 
tmeta me, iny attitude changev, and the Endo Of ihuugln 
pauset; away. 
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At other tim« I find myactf in an indcftnable iftmtlon 
I ncither slccp nor wokc, and therc is something plcasant 
in this dubious condition. I am prone to che mingling 
and confubing of the idcas of thc day with thobe of blumbat. 
Frcqucntly 1 ptttervesoiiicthmg o( thc »OK ;tgitaa«n which 
is Ictt by a rivid, ;crnble, 01 singular dream tillcd with Ihose 
mystenous corrcspondences and that picturcsquc incoher- 
cncc which cntcrtain Imagination. 

Thc gen ms of man awake falls »hört of that which Um 
capriccs of night-üme presiml to him. A »hört timc *jo l 
bchekd a voloino in eruption, but ncver wa. thc tcrror of 1 
volcano so grand, so aiTnghting, so bvautiful. 1 lookcd od 
from some high Situation j it was, 1 think, thc window of a 
palace, and thcre werc many prrtons ibout mc- It was 
night, but thc ni*ht wa» illummiicd. Thc moon and Saturn 
shonc in the «ky bctwcen «cattcrcd douri» drivcn r*p 
all things eise were calm. Saturn seemed ncar to the eorth 
and larger than thc moon, while hia ring, white a« muhen 
meUl, iiyhted up the va»t, CUlÜtfd and cruwücd piain. 
Kar off, but clcarly dulmgui^hable, a long chain of snuwy 
Mountain a, high-uphftcd arid uniform, »cetiic-U to juiti pljin 
and sky. 1 lookcd closcr. A tcnitic wind blew ovci thc 
counlry and swept away all signs of culüvation, of dwellingt, 
of forwts, leaving in a moment nothing but a desert of 
burning sand, red and enkindlcd, a* it were, by fcornc in- 
tenor firc. Thcn thc ring of Saturn droplird frum ihr 
planet, mild tfirough thc heavena, and, deacendtng with 
ominou» swütnes», touched the high, anowy peak*. ■ 
ituMng to ihcir tose, tose up and quivered to and fio like 
enormous wavrs of a ica mo>cd by the quaUnj of thc en- 
üf« globe. Yct a fcw morofott, an<1 Haute* bunt fewth 
i*ic stttofnita oi ih hillow*, leaping towarda 

heawe, thcn fa'hng h*ck and flowlng in burning tides. 
Tbc movTitaini vere pcilid 01 enkindlcd aecording as they 




«ss acconpbafced « tbc mfidst ot a adcnet 

moornlioJ atflL 

Most lAeiy yoo wiU tfaink tbac unkte cht* rata of a wortd 
I woke uo fall U borrar before tbc cMkttfopbe oocsnrd, 
bat wtf draus dkl not finssb m aocordance with tbc rulct 
Aa a aottar of Cact il wen! oav wfcdc law faws barm lam- 
■clve* ort «ad x paar, ula fo&owtd. Tbcn datkrwsa swpes- 
veocd ; ve cioaed che Windows of tbc paUce, feil 10 ulkm| 
in the taloon or. che subject of hreworts, a»d my drean 
conti nued. 

I have bcard H nid more than oore (hat our $gW 

.-. . ■-* nn AI p bUcb hm tnpffVawd -• (Mnn| E 

coursc of ihe diy preceding. X Mly adnut ihaa, in 
common mih our idcaa and acntaixms, ihcy are com 
posed onlj of thinrt ihat are alrcady familiär, of which 
we have alreidy had eajxncnce, but I think that the 
mode of thcir oompotition bat frequcn'Jy no othcr rtlatioft- 
thip «ftfa ihr paat Ali that we an iraagine b fabricated 
onl» ff om that which i%, hut we dream, aa we iroainrv, new 
thingi and things which frcqucntly have no discernibfa 
connection with what we have Seen prcvioualy. San* 
dreaius reiurn conslantly in the samt mariner, idcuttcal 
Iv Üieir smali'cst detail«, withuut mir hftVIQg '.ftought ol 
them during che intervala between thetr reeunence. I 
have secn in sleep more beautiful scenea lhan any which 
I have erer imagincd, and I have always secn them the 
tarne« From my inrancy upwardt, I have fbuod rrryaelf 
during slcep t in the vicinity of onc of the chkt* towna of 
Eurupe; the aspeet of the place difTcrcd caacntiaUy froca 
Chat of the coumty really suimunding ihe capiul, which 1 
have never secn, and every time I hare drearncd (bat I was 
iravclling toward» thii town I have found Che aoeoe such 
aa I first dlttasd 11, a&d not such aa it ü 
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Again somc twclve oi fificcn lirnctt I have dreamed of 
a pUcc in Swiucrland which 1 kncw prior tu my drraniiti^, 
but whcncvcr I visit ii in slecp it differs ahogcthcr fcoi*i 
rr-Ality, yct i» alway» ihc lamc ai I *aw it for the nrst Urne 
In that Kondition. 

Sonic weckt agr» I hchcld A dcli|/,htfnl vsllcy, «0 perfe<tly 
in accor.iance with my taste* that I doubt \f «ich a place 
can caisL ljut night 1 vmted it again, and there mrt an 
old man. quile alone. who wai cating mouldy bread at the 
door of a mUcr-iWc htlle hut. " I have been waitin^ for 
you," he »aid, "and kncw that you werc certain to come; 
in a fcw days I «hall be no morc, and you will find change 
hcre." SuhKquently wc embarked on the lake in a «mall 
boac which ho ramed :o turn round and round, Casting 
bimsclf al last im. üu- *aicr. I aUu wink lo Ihc bottom, 
«ui «JiuwuttJ, and woke up. 

Funaal be jiictcnd» that a dream like thia muat bo 
prophetic, and that I shail really sec the identical lake 
and ralley. In order that the dream may bc acoomplished 
wc have made up mir minda that, should wc come arrosi 
such a place, I »hall ga on the water, proridcd that the 
boat is properly conatruettd, the lake calm, and no old man 
to be secn. 

LETTER LXXXVI 



XmbwtiiGm, A'w-A^ 16 (IXX 
Vour ihrcvdncu hu not failcd to perouve what, for my 
owu pari, I have »carc*ly $0 rauch a» hinted. You concludc 
thence that I coruider myself destined for a celibate, and 
I mutt eonfe» that he who antieipates that destiny is rcry 
neu to ineurring it. 

Seeinji that the impulsion of lirc w luat wheu atripped of 
it» most in^enuuui fa.&itiea, I '.hink wiih you that raore anay 
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bc speat tbsn gaäoad by «tandim* too mucb on Uit difcmmi 
by avoidmg that haaardou* bond which uüreit«» so macr 
deicht* and occauons so mucb of bi Herne**, UutncttK 
life without it ii to'id ind eold, »bore afl for tbc scdeiiUry 
man. Happy U ho wh© it nrithcr ormdemacd to live 
aolitary, nnr io regre* that he ii not alooe. 

I And nothing that ctn bc honesdy denkd or dispute*! m 
your obtervationt regardini; naarnige. That lo wfakfa I 
»hould uke «OtptiOQ i« t'nai prcciKly lo which yoa makc 
no tefcrence, 1 hold ii a* pwen that tnen ouehi lo 
mirry, yn ihat which is dutr undet one »«pect mar 
become m&dneis, folly, or crime undrr asother. It it dm 
to ewy to eonciliate che screral rwinciplrB »hich ralc <m 
conduet. Tbc cciibiw in r - mly re co^nbed as 

aa cnl« but thac »ny jiven ■ 

adopung ihts Mate w ako^ether aooihcr qu**tron. It b 
trae that Co tay this i* cijuivalcot to defendint tujvcli, and 
that an yt hing which 1 adrance icndt to excusc me in my 
o*n eye«, but can it signify that the cause is tnine to bog 
aa It it jjoöd? Tn Et* farour I h.w only to make a thwjW 
ohurraiion, and it scem* to nie one the Justice of which a 
evident. I am fortunate in making it to yoo who, on a 
ernain mcmorable evemnp, would hare openlf contested 
with me ihe necewity of a reforraation desigsed to bring 
unity, harmony and «inipliaty withm tfc* ränge of" our 
dulici; to you who charged me with eaafgerauoo wheo I 
argued that it wa* more dimenh BJtd lesa eooanaoa to 
have «ufficient discernment to recogntte dnty that» to 6od 
adequntc strenRth for following it You had on yottr aide 
a formidable array of authorttict, anrwm and modern ; on 
nunc there werc equally t;r<aii, and on ihn pomt the be* 
of inietuions may well have beuayed a Solon, a Cicero 
and even others. 

Oui mocal code is ptesumed to be coeaplcte* aod taerv 
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remainathrrcförrnoihinK ■<■ <ar tn manklnd execpt todhwt 
thcm toobey it; takcthcir Koodfaith for granted, and li must 
follow that they will bc always just. But for mysclf I am 
bu unfortunatc ai to think tha: such a QOdl «tili imfofl to 
bc madc. I am onc amon*; tlunc whu di»t*sn tontiadic- 
tions therein, Üic pcotiftc »ouice* of mcertituile and I Sym- 
pathie with those upright pcrsons who arc morc cmbarrassed 
in thc choiee than wcak as rerards its eiecution. ! havc 
mct with cases ovcr which I dcfy any man, howcver unin 
flucnccd by personal ronsidrralion», to pronnunet' without 
In-: .:• iticm, and aliuut which thc moftt tkillcd moralial 
will never deeide aa quickly aa it raay often bc neccaury 
to act 

But amons all thesc difticult cases, I will lay stiett only 
011 onc ; it is tliat ovo which X must cltar mysclf, and I 
thertfore rrtum to il Thc happincaa of * woman EDUIt 
he gn.-iT.intccd, and thal of her children prepared; and 
hrnee all muat l>c amn^ed so thnt there may bc certitude, 
or at least a «rong prohibiltry, on this point. We owe tl also 
to ourselres and to thc rest of our futurc dmies to makc 
surc of our ability to fuli'il thcm, and contcqurntly thc likc- 
lihoud of bciiiH 111 a powlion whu h pcniuta auch lulfiimcnt, 
or at Icist oller s ui thc modicum of happincss necevaary 
to thc utiliiition of life It ia both an error and an 
imprudence 10 choose a woman who will fill our days with 
disorder, di*£u«t, or opprohrium, OBI who mu*t bc cast oft* 
or abandoturd, or orte wiih wlioin all inuiual frlit-ity 
will bc impotaible. It ta a miatakc to give birth to bem» 
for whom wc ein probably do nothing. We inust bc 
rcasonably asiured- if not of our ability to leavc ifacm in 
an independent position — lhat wc cau at leait cquip thcm 
with thc moral adTanMRCs of eduration, and thc oppor- 
luniiy of heinjt somethint;, of fuiiilling tri lockfj .» jKnition 
neither tordtd nor diahoncat 




thilt wiln any inn that we (licet vitlt ; but -U kaM ycc 
take care in «elccunx your more permanent abode, and 
hc-i-itc to fix Tounclf for lifie, or parchue an esttte, 
MtftttcrtAininKwhrthcryoii .-:.- Iikriytohc «tiittd R I 
all ihe morc rc**on yau will not mikc * ehnirc al Haan! 
which is af m-jch higher iraporance, not in itaeJf laoac 
but becaute U is uicvocable. 

An absoluLe or chimcrical perieclion miut not. of counc 
bc ajpucd to; we must not »eck in another f-jr that wfeaci 
we d*te not pr elend to offer them öütieNr*, «ad pB» 
judgmcni on that which offen itadf wwb »o mueh %ercmy 
ii to preclude u* from attaining «nit we seek. Bot thaU 
wc afiproTC for all that of the impftEtaU man who esst» 
himself into the fini coroer'B arm«, «cd in thrte motu* 
wüJ l* ©otnpcllcd to break with tue cvTiponioa ür» 
incoiifeidcraicly choxcii, or 10 debar luuitcli thto«gfa all ata 
hie frora x truc union so a* lo pci(xUaalc one that t» fabc 

These difficultics in marriage arc not ine tarne lue all; 
tbcy arc jpcciaJ in a scn*e to a «rem n clau o( rrnen, and 
in that claw Are fff^nent and Rrcat. Wc are answerable 
for ihc dcariny of .tn.itiwr, mmtiiadc 

of considerations, and ic may so chance that dretimstancei 
per mit no rcaaonablc eboiee up to the age wben aooe can 
be expected. 



LCTTKR UUUCVU 



(IJ 



How great is the confusion of lifc, and ho» dtaTx 
the art of «rf-conduet thcreinl What disa|ipaiartni«nu 
follow on well-doing, »hat rlivardet» aftcr nrnsen» •■ t* 
order, whnt trotihlcs ihrough sceVini; lo rtgusaic r 
when our dcst:ny refuaed all law I 
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You will jearccly tmagme what 1 im introducing by thi» 
preamble, but engrosied by Fonialbe, fnll of the ide* of 
hi« wenrinc**, nf all (hat hns hftpMBOd 10 him and »II lhal 
mufl yet hefall him, of all which I know or lhat he Hm 
told me, I feel In ihc prcaence 0/ an ab?« of mjusticc, 
arcnion, remorae nnd, more dcplorablc in this sequcncc 
of miscries, I r.ec nothing which in iteelf 15 nirpriaing and 
nollüng that ii p<culiar to him. Werc it penible to know 
all «ecretf, to p*nelrate the conccaled place» of Ihr heart 
Ud j><Tcrirc the bitte™«» which filli it, our oontented men, 
our pleasant homo, our cheerful cirelet would he nothing 
but & multitude of unfortunates itriving with the chain 
which bind« them, and «walU.wing the iToublcd loe« of thnt 
CQp of ^ufFcring to which they can aee no bottom. AU iheir 
auflerings they veil, all their falsc joy* they mapnify, atrir- 
ing to display them before jcalout eye« for ever vigilant of 
other». They tike up a Position of vantage. »o lhat the 
teat» which fill t'ncir eye» may impart to them an apnarem 
gfitnr, to he envied st » dlfltnes U H thry werc Chi 
expression of pleaiure. 

The pretence of happiness filli the fir« place oraong 
social vanitiw. Each man fetyns to »ymtothise wi: 

i.ui |H«ci in meba wi> m bd tovfM Uktttfontfroco A 
Should he «peak of hin trouble* to a confidant, hia eye, 
bis lip, hi» demeanour all indicaie mffefin/, and detpStc 
the forte of hin eharacter, deep sign» accnie hii lasnentthlc 
deatiny, while hii bchariour n that of a man wbote only 
coource 18 dcath. Yct imrae»liat«4y a itmtgn rnicra, 700 
outen« lhat bis bead is thrown up» bis braw lifhtcaa. bis 
eye is steady, he creaies tbe Impression ot* a Mit who m 
not to be fubdued by advcnitics of one «bo Spotts with 
fate and eaat r«ay the | his pieamire» 

DOtbh)& even 10 hii »erktie. that i< not aro*c 
imarter rnanner ; be mos*» Itke a nun w ■ 
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■f fclinty, Acta to thc tratet finäiag* of I 

dnimy. 

Thu vain parade. Ihü patvon for scemly extcrion, 
unknown only to foolv inH slmost everybodj is tbe 
of it noMrirhtfariffific. The Qattftoi T.-ira» i 

y ui .irr abacnf appcar» cnjoyahlc, ihouil» *»** nh*e* 
are ac.tually aticnding is only an afidtüoiial bMrd«v Von 
spcaJc of anotber u poscessing & hundred idvinugci, atd 
if you ire told that your own eo,ual or cxcccd thcsa, yoa 
rtply that it may icem so. but — O dctodcd man. bat 
he not also these £«/* / Räch of fhese fertunate penoea 
appean with bis Company face, cren ai :he common peoyie 
come out in their .Sundar rlothr* In parrct and doset 
Ihr -rrrctchednca^ rrmatn* hnhmd .til lln- NM Joy, or It 
Irasi patience, may bc accn on thc 'iiripcMaA 

sufferings, the ficney of passion and wcai.aet» at* ai tat 
dcpth of the laceiated heart, Thc extcrioc of all üu» rast 
concourse is artifice; it may be hrilllurti it n at last 
supportable — bin if >s tri ;htfa) within. It is oo such coa> 
ditionsihat we have cam«. : tat pritihility of bope. Unle* 
we thonght that orhers wcre hettrr ptared than oiirseiTfi» 
and that hcnce an improvemcnt U posrihlc :n Ott 
condition. which of us would drag on to thc end of h» 
im beeile day* ? 

Actuated l>y a projtct which «ms w*U pianned aoe 
pronnsine, if a Utile romantie, FontfJbc J/LtpkJac-Sain ith 
America. He was delaved at Öartinicroe h mt ti 

a bizarre kind which, though it promäsed to bc «Hott, aad 
ncrerthelesa» prolonged coniequcnote. Compcl'cd at leagta 
to ubandon his prctioua d«signa, he detided on ibe retnm 
royage and only waited opportunity. A dtatant rdarüt, 
with whom he was suying in thc Antulcs, feil iU, anddtc^u 
the enö of a fcw days. On hi» death-bed he gave h- 
to tmdcrctand that his last consolation would be to :*~ 








OBKKMANN 



37' 



queath him his daughtCT. whose hippin««, he bclicved, 
would be asswed in th'n mannrr. Fonsalbc, who had 
givcn her no thought, OfefrGttd thai an they had hvcd for 
six munths in the Same housc wuhoui Itavmg formed any 
special mtimacy he had no doubt that hc was and must 
remain indifferent in her eye*. The faiher. persisting, 
assurco hirn that his daughter was diiposcd to 1o»t 
and had confessed it when rcfuunit 10 conitact another 
marriage. Fönsalbe, though he protested no longer, still 
hesitated in his own mind. For his dcfcaicd projeet* he 
substituted that of nllin;*, amiably nnd honourably, the 
duties of an obscure Ufe, insuring the happiness of a 
woman, and begetung childrcn carly in order tu form 
their character. He unagined thai the dcfecU ol the 
lady destgned for him were those of education only, nnd 
that her good qualitie* were natural. So he deeided, and 
paxsed hi* word The father died, a» I bave %aw! ; wmc 
mnntha riapted, the son and daiißhtcr arranped to diride 
Lhe property whieh was left to them. A war was heing 
waged in the Islands, and the ships of the enerny were 
cruising in the vicinity. An atuck was eapected, and 
under this prclexl the fulure brotbcr-in-law of Kontalbc 
arranged everything for a «tuldtn departure, when neecs- 
sary, to a place of security; but during lhe night he 
repaired to the fleet with all the negroes of the planution, 
carrying everything |K>rliliIc with him. It was aserr- 
Bsfawd afterwards thai hc had scttlcd in an ialand hc 
B| to the Kngli&h, wherc he had fallen upon evil day*. 
Thus despoiled, his sister vcenied fcaiful that Konwilbe 
might aban-Jon her in spite of his promise. Thereupon 
he prccipitaled the marriage for vbkfa he had been w 
the content of hU famltl ; hitt Mich a lUfpIcfoD) 10 whtch 
hc condeaeended to make no answer, was lll-calciilatcd to 
inexcase his esteem for a woman, whom he thus took to 
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himself «ithout anr opinion f&oA or bxA cooccrning be». 
or any othcr %rntimcnt lhan an ordin-try frirni!*h:jv 

1t H qaitc potiihle (or a union wiirvant tave 10 be ■ 
happy onc, but their characters weie in lutlc agr o cane n t : 
they had, howrrer, toiuething in coi n na w i, aod it » in 
■uch * au« lhat love would, 1 thunk, artul t :bca 

wholly mto uimon. Keason would luve ticcn poatibly 
a »udktcnt »aipulsc. but its füll Ktfcafl is oaly in ihc beart 
c4 ordpr, and thcr rnndilion was oppoaed to a coomtent 
and rcculaii'd lifo. . . . 

Wc live onoe only, and naiurally we clinf to ow srUcm, 
when it ii at ihc saroe tiroe thax of reasoo and of tbc hcart. 
Wc feel wamntcd in vonturiag on the Rood which will neter 
be acoomph»! icd II wc wjit rot cciuintie«. Whcthcr yoo 
will liH.k : c i:um my puint of »icw 1 do noe kno«, bu: 
Fonsalbe, I thinlc, did well. He ha» been punnhcd fot it, 
bot this was of neccssity ; but was he thcreiarc in the wrang? 
If we have only oncc to live ... Ah mal duty ! Sole canv 
solation of a rtcctinj: caütcuc« I Sacm) moralily I Wisdon 
of liic livurl ut nun! llc ha» biukeu nor* vf youx Urs, 
He has put away soine (ew iramitoi • notion*. he aas tgucctd 
our petty Conventions. The cuitcm of a ccrner otf ibe wottd, 
the Icffislation of a rabttcb would condevnn hirn ; but thoae 
mcn of antjqmty whom wc have rerc red for ikmr thousaad 
ycars, ihosc just and $icui mm, thcy aisurcdly would havt 
actcd, and did act, ai he has. 

The more I koow of Fonsalbe. thc murr I see that we 
are dcstinrd i i remain logetber. We have dtcided to 
do so, and ihr nature of thingi setlled it bcforc ouncives 
I am Riad that he has no profcssion. Herr he will All 
place, sofar as it is po«iblc for a ncw fri ad :osucceed coe 
of iwenty ycars' sundinft so far as I ean find in my present 
condition onc shadow of uur aiicicnl diram*. 

Thc imimacy bctwccn l'uiualbc and ßjy»clf uutvtnps the 
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progress of tinie, and has already the ve nerable cliaraclur of 
amiquity. Hit confidenoe is houndlcss, «od M hc i» 
naturally wry prudent and rescrvcd, you may think how I 
value it. I owe him a grcat deal ; my life is somcthing less 
usclcss, and it bids fair to become pcaccful despitc this 
interior weight which he can ai timcs cause me to forget, 
though hc caemot remnvc it. He has refttored lo my 
deserts something of their enchanting bcauty and of ihe 
romance of their Alpine scencs ; an unfortunate, a friend, 
fmdl »ome sweet houns among thera which before he did 
not know. We lake onr wailcs in Company, wc discoursc, 
wc roam nt random, and we are well off when logether. Day 
by day I &ee plainer what hearts, by a contrary dcsiiny, 
may be concealed among men who do not know th-rn, 
and in an order of things wheru they wore euch in icarch of 
onc anoÜicr. 

Fonsalbe has lived sadly aimdst perpetual disquietude, 
and enjoying nothing. He is two or thrce year* my senior, 
and hc fcela thai life is aüpping by. T hart told him ■ " The 
past is stranger to u* ihan ihe cnstrnce of «ome tinknown 
being ; nothing of reahty remauifc to it . ihe memones 
which it Ieaves are too empty to be counted as good or tvll 
by a wi»e man. What ground can therc be for comp Um ts 
or rcgrct» about that which is no morc? Had you onee 
been the happieat of men, would the present timc bc beiter 
on that aecount? Had you suflered the ment dreadful 
evila — " He did not Interrupt mc, but I pauied of my 
own aecord. I fdt that if he had Urcd for len yeara in a 
damp cclUu it tuun have |»crmanently atfected las hcalih; 
that inoral sulfc rings leave also incSaceafale unprcisiun*. 
and lhat when a man of sentc deplorcs the müfoftuDo 
whirh hc hm apparcmly ce.ued toexpcrii > ■ . H is in i 
iheir rnanifold conserjuenoe* which hc i* hcwailir 

tVhen the opportunity of a good action has b* 
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unly altowed to escapc, it is not usualty mrt «ith * secand 
time, and thow whow nanire is to do good are thus 
I für thcir nr^liKcncc wh«n tlic considcTaiions of taw 
tnomcut or ihc intcrests oi tbefa prevriit tbvm 

Wuh ihis natural disposnion lorae of us combtoc a ratwoal 
determination to follow it ind ttae habit of silenang ercry 
oppoiing appctitc; thcir »olc hatODtSOOi thcir prime d:sire. 
Is in MW* fesstect to fill well the part Of man, and to do 
what tticy judge to bc good. Can ihey wunesa withott 
rennet the withdrawal of every possibility of LiuUblj actum 
plishmg thing» which, bcUmging on I ■ piiviie life, axe jet 
mii>orlant, behause so fcw men have *ny tbOOgjbl of per- 
forming them well ? 

It is no «mall part of life, however nirrow and »econdary 
it may bc ennsidered, to fulfil in respeet of one's wifc not 
unly what 15 preichbed by duty, but all that iscounsclled or 
pcfimtied by n cnliglucncd reason. Crcal public funetions 
arc oecupied huuuurably by nuiiy iicnuny wbo would bc 
incapablc ot acting in private a» Fonsalbc would iure donc 
it bis wiie htd been just in mind and stabLe in chaneter, M 
qualificd, in a word, as to foilo* hi> trend of thougfiL 

The pleasurcs of confirlrnrc and famiiianty are very 
great among friends, but whrn vitaused and inrreawl by 
all those detail* «hieb the sense of the dt ■( «» 

occasion», such dclicate plcasures are unlimucd. U ihcre a 
more dclightful dorne* uc condition lhan Lim ol bang good 
and jusl in the eyes of a beloved woroan ; domg all i 
for her and etacting nothing in telura; «apecting onJy 
wbat is natural and upnght on her |uti, I idmg 

to nothing that is exclusive ; rendering her worthy of all 
esteem, and yet k-aving herto her own initiative, suktain- 
ing, counselling and protecting, but not niiing and not en- 
»laving ; makmg her a friend wlio not only cuncoals nochtng 
but Im» nothing to coiiocal, without (vtbiduing her things 
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which bcrome thcrcfore indifferent, but which äthcn would 
and ouyht io ttlCnCa and io imerdict ; making her morc 
pcrfect and at tric same ume morc unlraramelled than shc 
could otherwisebc; powcsaing «II righi* ovei her in urder 
to conti r BPOB her all tlHnKlII ihat an upright »oul ean 
aceepi, and compaising thus, at leasi in the ob*curity of 
our life, the felicuy of a human being who is fitted to 
reeeive happineis without comipting it, and liberty of 
mind without being thereby comipted? 



I.K'I TKK I XXXVIII 



Ihbxittkoh. jVww^f 30 1 R \ 
Merc u the icäion of ihe year when it would he plcaiant 
to wntc trifles for five or six hours at o Stretch, to chai 
arm msigmficant things, to read clever parodies, in a ward, 
tu kill innc. For wverai days jtatst I have been morc in 
tliu BOOd ili-i'i mr ( and you wouKi ttand a Chance wf ihe 
longest leitet; wbn.h DM as yet been reccived at Bordeaux, 
if I had not to mcisurc with Fonsaibe the fall of a tiny 
Mtcamlct which he wishes to defleet lowards the highet 

öl :uy inuadowft- li r-LUc; l'fuin a snuill giftetet, am! 
thcrcfore no drought ein aifect 11. ( can, howevci. liml 
i.n.c to teil you that the sky is precisdy ai 1 c* pect cd. 

Therc » no oeeuion for waiting on the pari of those 
who live a» it »uiU them, of tho*c who accepl Naiure only 
after the manncr Ihat they have arranged tt, and are the 
men among mankind. The seasons, the timc of day, the 
aspeet of the heavens, to them all thesc are forcign. Their 
iiabiLa are hke a mona&lic tule, cwmiluung unoiher law 
which bludic» itweU alync. In n&tunj law ibey rccogniöe 
no bupctioi uidci, bui iimply ft •©quence of aliuooi \* 
meiden 11, a succcu>on of mcani 01 impoduue 
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mint l»c idipMd Of ovcr-omr »ocording to ihc fantasia 
of circumstances. Without dcciding whethcr this is an 
cvil ur not, I conic« that it ought Dot to be otberwn*. 
Public matten, and alniost all kiniic of a&ür», haw tbcir 
tirae» »clllcd fai in advancr ; thty "-" '«d epoen 

the lOÜCitU' c of risany mm, and il it dlfleoll to $ec that 
they could follaw ot^cr Convention» than thoic which *re 
»et .ipart tax them. 'Ihn neeewity invohes the rert; 
rity man, who is no langer dependent on natural crentt, 
nnd may evon disrnver ihat ihcy wiary hin» or U titcy 
Mm hu», that it i- ur.ly hy chuct üV'Cldc», and that 
jhiiunt ii:rvil.ibly, to rcfuUtc tut lubiU by Im COfii. 

in accordxncc with the geneial custom and the opinion of 
the das« to which he belong», or to which his ambitioo 
aipirw, 

A lar>;R rity alwaya wcar* much ahout th*- «mc Mptct ; 
it» oecupation» or amur-emem» arc alwoys pretty well ahke, 
onda uniform way uf living is voluntanly assumed therein. 
It would, in facti be not a hulc uxxmvvmeni to riw before 
uioruing wheu tUv Uay* Ate long, m to rctirc early to r*»t 
in Uecember. To sce the Oawn is plcmnl MMJ 
in itsclf, but what neit could one turn to after looking al 
it between the roofs, and after having heard a couplc of 
canarics suspended rrum u Skylight salutc Ine miny sun? 
A fair heavi-n, a mihi tum aan rc, a night made hrilliant 
by the moo» tan effcci no change in your manne: 
end by asking, What is the u*e of it? And even while 
acknowlcdging that there must be an cvil »ide to the ordet 
which prompt» the question, it must be admitici that be 

.-.;, .isk. H ih »<>l idloyrihci in hc wmnK It »OuW b« 

crccntric at tho least lo aroa»c the haU-poltCf »uddenly, 
and rujih out carly in the morning to hear aparrnws ehirping 
on the boulevard ; ur siuing down at the windotr of a 
drawing-room, bcliind the curtaini, &o as to be Uulated from 
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the glarc an«l noisc, to dcvoie * moment to Naturc, and 
nhserve with KCO&BCdoa IÜM ftBt of night thiiiing in the 
sircei puddles. 

ßut in my Alpine ravinc the day of eighicen hours 
differs comiderably from the day that is of nine houre. 
Some hahits of the city have dang to me, becau«? I find 
them plcasant and even desirable for onc wbo is unable 
to a»ume all ihat are native (o the place; ncvenhelcss, 
witli four l'ect of snow and twelvc degrees of froxt, I cjinnot 
live acmally in tbe same mannet as when the drougbt 
kindlcs the pines in the woodland, and cheese» are mode 
five thooiand feet up above me. 

Onc special quauty of bad weather is neeemry for mc 
to work out of doors, onc also for Walking, another for 
rtding, and yet another for sitting by the fire — though, aa 
a fact, it is not cold — and onc, in fine, for sctiling myself in 
the chimney comer of the k-itchen, amidsi certain domestic 
Operations which 1 r«erve, as far as possible, etpeciaily for 
tho&e days. Vou will note that, with a view uf iiiijaiiin^ 
niy wliulc plan, I includc what I sliall put in piacticc in ihc 
fuiurc with what I may bc now doing; I aMiime that I 
have alrcady followcd my mode of life alonff the linei that 
I am aciu.üly »tartlng it, in the way that I am arranging it 
for futurc scasons and for things which remain to do. 

Of the fine days I dare not spealc. To bc CAB ! . 
however, I havo rery little u*e for theso, Or rathrr, I have 
ceaaed to have a use for thcui. Luvely weather adorns 
the cuunuy, and seems thcrein to augrnent caistence ; 
such at Icast U the general experience. But for mysclf, 
1 acn.iaa moic ducontcDiod when it is the tagte boutiful. 
Once I *trugj;icd vamly ajiirw thll inwnrd ilUr-omtort, 
bot did not prove the wronger ; subsequcntly I adopted 
..f and mach morc convenient course ; 1 have cluded 
Cht «tl which I could not destroy. Fon salbe condescends 
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qufte cfcccrfuUy to my woakness; thc oiodeiate cxgcsm» 
of tbe table arr «t a*idc für :b**e unredeenoed daj», 
»o bcAuliiu. in all eyea, so ovo whelnung in ray own. 
Thcic are to bc periods of mdoLefice, »urtuig Ute ai/i 
pasung amidst artificiaJ lightv If an y thing rcadaUe a 
\ on. anylhinj; with a flavcmr of droilcry, * b 
rcirrml for mch mornmg*, and we Are shut op aficr 
dmner in ihc society of winc or weak ptinch. In tbe 
freedoni vf faini*iarity. in tue seeunty of tbe man vbo hu 
oothing to lear from bis own haut. find inj; a'J eise, e*eo 
tnendttup itsclf, occaaionally uuuffii imt, cagcr to uy a 
Utile of that fouy which wc luve lefi without becoeniaa 
wue, wc »eck -.he active and intpasnoned reahaation of 
thc present thing in place of that pnxisc and mcasored 
rcaiisation of all thing», of that »ilcnt though* which ehiüi 
man and ovcqtowcrs his weakneaa. 

In this mannet uuüm^ht conin, and oo« it dehvered 
— ><?*, is dchvcicd Irvm tuue, ftom um« pcicalewi and 
L t upaia blt, which iL i» 10 ulten unpossiblc not to lote 
and nocc oftc& impouible to love. 

When the biain has becn deranged by imagiaanon, 
Observation, study, by reruWion» and pauxtnv, by babit«, 
ponibly by rtason iiaclf, do you thank that x ii an 
matter lo have nlway* ftumcictil tintc, and, abovr all 
never to have too much? Wc axe, it is true, aohuncs. 
roatktj liut wc have our ecccntncÜMs noiiriihuaadim; . 
VC arc in thc nudst of Na;ure. bot »e obveffre bei. 
Furthermorc, 1 belicvc that, even in th# MTage itatc, 
many men have too much »oul not to «eary tbcmaclvc*. 

Wc havtloat t he p*4timc*ofairc]l<ho*efi society, aadwe 
pretend to be contolcd for this by reflccting oo tbe weaxiocss, 
ihc halle and unavoidablc constrainis cc society in geaeal. 
Cauld onc not, at thc samc time, have avoidcd acemg am; 
one but intimato aequainunecs ? WbM ^luU tc subita- 
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tute for that manncr which womcn »lone can posscss, which 
thcy have in thc capiials of France, of ibat mann« which 
:>»cy niake so felicitous, and which in tum rcndcrs thcm 
cqually ncccnary lo tlic man of taatc anii 10 thc nun ol 
passion ? 1 htm ■■" || our «ohtudc profound, and thcrein we 
arc äs in che dcsert void. 

In other respects 1 should think that our way of Üvmg 
is practicjliy thc one which most cmploys our lunc. We 
have abandoned thc lurmoil of the town ; the fttaooe which 
enajmpasscs us seeiiis at firsi to mtpart s constancy and 
infiexibiUiy to thc hours which wouid bc dcpressing to 
thc man accus tomed to the mcthods of j rapid Ufa In- 
senaibly, and by a rhangc in rcgimcn, one becomcs somc- 
whai Inurcd to iL Bv atlaining caimness thr day* provc 
very littlc longcr hcre than elscwhcrc lf I had not u 
hundred reasons, somc substantial, the reut rather trivial, 
for not living like a mountainccr. I should havtr »hmcd 
In» h-iidy and frugal lifc. Without agita'.iuo, witliouL hupe, 
without Uciirc, withoui inmu'.ivc, imifjiiri"p DOtUBfi think- 
ing icarccJy of anything, wishmg for nothmg lucther, never 
drcaming of anything ncw, 1 should pass from one scason 
to anothiT, and from this day to old agc, is one pauset 
dflfj to the winicr without pereeiving their continuou& 
dwindluig. When the nighl came I should conclude merely 
that lights were wanted, and when thc snuwa begon 1 
-huuld judge that the fires utust he suritd. btom Urne 
to time I should gel souie intclligcncc of you, and 1 I 
put down my pipe for a moment to rcply that I w« well. 
I should grow contented, 1 should begin to lind thM 
days wert »nallüwcd up rapujly rBOUfb in ihr cold ' 
quillity of the Alps, and t «hnulrt lapse alowly into 
sequence of incuriosiiy, oblivton, MrdincM, wnerein 
man of the mouniains reposes nmidu thc at 
thrae uiighiy lolitudcs. 
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1 luve wishcd on the day ilsclf lo send you ucwi of 
this mument, oncc desircd so much, and unc which migbt 
» ncw era in my li(e. had 1 come back fully from 
my drcama, or it may bc, if 1 had lost nothing of roy error*. 
Now I am cntircly at homc; all the w^rk n Qv | 
timc has at last comc for an ordcrly arran^emcnt of lifc 
which will occupy »omu hours and cause other hours to bc 
forgotUn. Now I can do as 1 wish ; the only misfortuae 
i» that i ain Bot quite sutc ol ihat which 1 OQOht to do. 

BalO, All the same, is a pleasant innig. BMvythfcl| am 
then be arranged, convenicncc studied, all choten and 
regulaled. Civcn caiy circumstanoes, the misfoitunes of 
oi\ inary lifc can be avoidcd by reawn. Rieh pcople 
would bc happy if they possesaed eaae, Imi they | 
bringing thcmsclvcs to poverty. I sympathiac wlth ihftse 
who are driren by the tyranny of circumstaace 10 increaae 
tlieir csublmbtiicnls to the extreme liinit of theu retouxccs. 
Dornest ic happuiess ll impossible vithout ine modemte 
kupcifluity which is necessary to a sen*c Of »ceunty. If 
greater peacc and bettcr icmpcr rtc found in cobins than 
tn palaccs, it is because comfort is morc uncommon in the 
ptlace than it is in the cabin. Amidtt all their wcalth 
the unforiunatcs do not know how to live I Hai! 
licen tapable of restrieüng thcir pretensions and those of 
iheir (amilies, all wouid have becn theiis, for moncy oücis 
all, but in uands so thouKhtlcsa it can accomplish oothing. 
So, however, they arc determined to have ir, and they must 
follow their bent. Rc tt 001 part, ai IttK, to furniih other 
cxamples tn the mid« of our mcdiocriiy ! 

To avoiil bcin£ truly unhappy, onc candition only 
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i* rrqinsnc; it ii namcd rca*on, wiAdom, or rirtue. For 
uuncnt 1 bclieve that four condiüons arc necessary; 
the füll poiscsston of reason, hcalth, sorac fortune and 
a modicum of that happiness which is afforded by the 
conUol Of our own destiny. It is truc that the l*<t threc 
arc void in the absence of rcwon, and that reason 
counts foT much without them. It may either providc 
thoee later on, or, k the worst, console in for their loss, 
l»tt it rannot bc unparted by them, and cren vrhax ilcy 
givc withoui it has only an externa! splcndour, a niete secin- 
ing and ihow which cannot long deceivc the heart With 
capability and knowlcdge, let it bc adnntted that we arc 
well off on ihis carth, Capability without knowlcdge is 
lnj;hly dangeroua, and knowlcdge in the ataenoe of capa- 
hility is usclcss and distreasing. 

Ab for mc, who make no pretence to live, but simply 
observc life, I shall du well to take refuge in at lea&t im- 
agininK the part of a man. I propose to spend foux hour» 
ihuly m ray atttdy, and Ihi* I sliall tenn wurkmg, though 

it 1* not all the same, for it is forbidden to turn a key or to 
hetn a handlterchicf on the dny of rest. but it is allowable 
to do a chapter of the " Prime«! World." As I have rnade 
up my mind tu waji«, 1 should bc incxcUsaMc- II 1 dld DM 
now &ct ahout iL .Ml thai I retjuirc is at my entnmand — 
leuure, quietude, a scnall but suflkient library, and, in place 
of a aecretary, a friend to wc that I penevere and to tcwtify 
that it it pOMible by wiitins to do aome jcood tooncr or Uter. 
Before oceupying mysel! with the weaknesi of men, I 
ttlaft for the last ttme Ipeak to you of my own. Fonsilt 
from whom I have no other secrets, but who has no inkli 
of this onc, makes mc daüy conaciouB, botn fcry bis prew 
and by our cunrrrtation«, m which the namc of bii 
rwcur* ao freijucntly, how far ulf I have be- 
forgclfuluctt which i» my *olc icluyc- 
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He hos mcmioned ik in his lettere to Madamr 
and has seemed to do »o xt my hutance. I saw no way to 
prrvent it, a* I could gvn no rcaaun to Konnlbr. bat I am 
the »die »rry, becjuie she rauat thmV. Iictorytfea: 

t im IxJing to act in thc way th^t I hav* myxeif U»d down. 

Do not retard as f*n-- bittcrne*s wrweh 1 find 

in thfv nr-mnrir» an.l ihr MtfaN pair.< «rfckfe I ?»ke * 
ilinprl thrm, a« \t I werc not stire of my*rif I am reicher 
fanatical nor vaciilating in rny rectitode. My mtentioas 
remam under my control, but not to aic cny thcnigeitt, aad 
if I have all the assuranc* of the man wbo w iDf »hat k* 
oujrht, 1 hare alio all the veafcne*i of onewbo hos lOüt w d 
"'iiinB, Vct t protwt a*ain* tri« »ucrt*tK>t» «tat 1 taa 

B<m <** I expiain? . . 
(t *.>iiM be impowiSle for you to undentand ine, uldj 
not DI I my^elf. 

It i* now many yran «ine« I ca« her, but fated to 
potmr only the dream of my ejtiuence, thc onJy com» 
quence was that her memory became bound up «üb tbt 
consciotunew of the continuity of my beeng. So miKh 
fbr thow timc* whereof all it lo«t 

Thr nred of lore bwimr oxbtO < and the coo- 

*rtniwnftM of thinp* wir hut cxpeetaflon and p gwtHiuK ffl 
of that hour which henilds thc light of Ufa Bot if in thc 
vapid coupk of my days there had been onc found «rtiicb 
seemed to öfter the wie cood that Katurc thea beld fec 
mv heart, that m«mory wa* vfthtB me to dme me Gros it 
Wilhout havinit aetually lo»cd, I found myictf di*q\ia'rine<l 
for love heneeforth, like tho«e men in whorn a ptofound 
paB*ion deirroyi thc power of experiencing a fresh arTcttöo- 
Thix mrmory wa* not love, rinre T had no conaolation 
ihcrcm, and no sustenance; it teft mc in the read, and 
seemed to retam mc LhcreJn . tt gatv nie ootfaimj, and 
•cemed to oppose anything being given mc. Hencc I 
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was deprired boih of thc rtclirioiiÄ Intoxication which love 
fosiers, and of lhai bitler yd volupluous mclancholy in 
which our hearU cicct to be comumed whcn thcy art 
filled with an ill-sUrred love. I hnvc no dcsirc to rccount 
thc weamome story of my wcarmew. 1 havc htincd '»y 
disaslrous fortune in my dcscit- ; thc would wm away thai 
which surrounds mc, she vety nearly involvcd you. You 
havc soughi to foruke all and bccome dejected and niele« 
as I am, but I havc forccd you to return to your distrae- 
tions. You have cven belicvcd thot I havc found «ome for 
mysclf; T havc rjuictly cncoiui;-.-«! y<mr :-rror. You krmw 
ray calrn resemlA'd the smile of dcwpair j 1 muld luve 
withed you to bc deeeived longer. I chose a time of je»t 
to write to you . . . when I laughed with pity at mytelf, 
my fate, many ihings about which w-n grotn, while rc- 
pcntinK that thcy arc com in*,: to nn cnd. 

T am telling you far too niurh, hui I am excited and 
overwhctmcri hy the feeling of my destiny. Thcre ts 
nothinu that I can seek for in myielf withoul rnectinR 

Ihi- i-luM ui Ihn whicl will bc nevei gmtffld me. In 

speaking to you of her, I can never be inything but myself. 
I do not know in what sense I should exercise rtterre as 
to this. Shc feit even a<? myself; wc spoke a common 
language ; arc those who undt ratarnl eacli otner »0 
numerous? Ali the same, 1 did not yieUl 10 such manif-ki 
illu&ions. I reiterate that 1 do not wish you to dwcll upon 
tirnes which should be buried in oblivion and arc al'cady 
in thc abyw. The dicam of joy haa passed with their 
phantom* in the dcath of man and the ages. Wh> «lo 
theae memorie* rt«e from that which has been dead so 
long? To diffuse over the Üving remnonts of man the 
bittern«* of the universal tcpulchre into which he muvt 
go duwn. I havc no thoughl ol justifymg lo you All 
bmiftcd hciit, wtth which you aie but too familiär, which, 
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amidfct il» ruins, preterTw nuthmg bul Ihe unreet of life. 
V-im kfiOV wrll, arul yoo aione, tu cxiunct bope*. il* incx- 
pliCiWe dc«ire«, il» immeaaunhle winti. Sivk not, Qfl 
pari, tn tSCQM il ; su*!am it rather, upraiie i*t ffJigmenta ; 
re«ore to it. if yon hare the power, the fire of life, ihc calm of 
rea*on, all the impulse of reniui, »N the iropasribility of the 
wine. I wouM DUM vWh fOQtO ;>ity itaunwarrh.-ihlcfonics. 

At length, by an unexpected chanoe, I inet her In the 
viemity of the Saone, on a day of sadneu. Simple in 
iUelr", thii event astonished mc notwithitanding. It »a* 
sveet to se« her ort iMomlly. An ardem soul. tnuKjuil, 
ffltipiC'l, disillusinrmrd, iinmcmf, rntn» *crtle the disquiet 
and unrensing lormrnt of my hearr, The \;nrc n( her 
wholc heing, the inexpresalhle reflnement in her min-, 
her every motion. . . . Bear in mind thac I do not lore 
hur, and real ist- all my woe. 

Hui my <U'j«( htm -rcw mmc «mutant and ttOtt bitter. 

If Madame D had hecn lrce, 1 ihould then havo had 

the satisfaction of being wretched aftcr my onn manne?, 
but »he wai not, and I withdrew before Et becarae fcn- 
powihlc for me to support elscrrhrre tttt hurrfen of time. 
Then did all things wcary mc, lmt now all arc indifferent 
It may be even that n fcw things antutc mc; 1 l 
then Ulk to you of all thi*. I am no longa meant for lovc, 
I am ex: inet. I might make a good husbind, for my 
power of attachment ie con*idcrable. I begin to think 
of the pleastire« of lovc, I am no longer worthy of a 
miitrcts. t/>ve himxclf could not give mc more than a 
wife and a friend. How our aflection* change ! Ilow ihe 
heart stullines itself ' How life ptsses unrompletcd ' 

I told you then how inucli I loved to be wcaried in 
her Company of all wluch maku Dp the • I life ; 

better far did 1 hke the quict cveningi. Hui 0m could 
not last. 
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At timcs, though rarcly, I forget ihai I um on rann u a 
shadow Walking up and down, wenig bul grasping nuthing. 
Such is niy dwin ; when 1 luve tought to c^cape it, 1 
have been viaitcd. When an illusion begins my woe* 
inercase. I bave feit very near to happiness and I have 
been alarmed. Perhaps thesc ashc« that 1 bclieve extinet 
could yet be rclcindlcd. U was neecssnry to depart. 

And now I am in a desert valley. I seck to forget bow 
to live I harc taken refuge in tea to compote mc, and in 
winc to distract mc. I buiid, I grow, and in all this I seck 
some distraction. I bave come acioss a few good pcople, 
and I propo*e to freiment the Uvcrn in search of men. I 
mc and rette late, I am slow over eating, I busy mysclf 
with ihmgs of all kinds, I try all positions, I lovc the night 
and I makc the timc fly ; I get rid of my cold hon» «od 
long to sec them in the past. 

Fonsalbc is her brother. Wc »peak of her ; I cannoi pre- 
vent il, foi lic « vciy (und ul hei. KonsaJbc will be my 
fnem I, il ts my wiih ; hc oJso is very lonety. I wisb it oci ■> 
own aecount ; what would become of me without tum f Hut 
be will neicr know how rmirh the idea of hit sister » per 
sent in the*e »olitiide*. These dar k so nie corgesr Tbotc 
romantie watcr»! Tncy were voiccJcaa, they w* be «wer 
so I This idca docs not invest them with the pvace äffe 
getfulncss of the world, but the abandooment of 4avt- 
Wc stood onc evening benenn ibe pines ; Übe« **n»c ts* - 
were Hllcd with the rumour* of ihc roountai 
wept about her ! Mut a brother has tean. 

I roake no resolutiont, I give no pledge* . I 
protesianons which arc so vain, ihn etcrattv 
deems that he ean add to hu pamona of* a d*T 
nothing, I know nothmg, all passe«, all ■»• 1 
either I deceive myself greaüy oi 
lojre. When the derotee haj 
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answer. A luioful »cmi -darlieht, au ainr Teil, a kind of 
mul enrcloped her, giring lo her form, a va^uene*» whici) 
diuotvcd ihc luggcstion of drapery. It biought a perfuaoc 
of ideal bfauty, a »oluptuou? il/owoa, wrth an iatuiii Ol 
incnnccivable retlity. Ii it true, thetefore, I said lo my»eU; 
when I wa* a rnuple of paces **»y; iWt attachment ha* 
a träte of ruuion, and the yoke ha« exitted. Froen weh 
wcakncss other incertitude? hare (oQowrd. TVap yeart 
ire put f ecjJI. but to Jay is still fre« ; Uxiay ii still my ©wo. 

After a word to Fonwlbc. I absented tnycelf. I took my 
way to the Upper pa" of the Valley, Walking alraott ncöse- 
leniy in my dcc|> preoccupai ':: In »pite of tbe un 
niifciakable waining which haJ eorne to ine, the iDuawn 
peratsted, and the strength of the p*ii seemed tnvincibJc. 
All thewe dream« of loring »nd of being alone no kmger 
flowcd over me in the pearcful obecurity oft desett place. 
There was even » mome-nt when I could luve ezcuDcd» 
like many olhers whowj wcakn*>i I luve uften ceoswed; 
To (Kisseaä her and to die! 

Nutwithstanding, to reahic lo the lilence ihftt to-euonow 
all thing» on earth may end mears abo to estiuMe msfa 
a surer glance how the gilt? of Hfc hare heen asevi, and 
what ought to bc donc with them. What I hare doof Trixh 
them ! Still young, 1 p«u*c at the fatal tsomeru. Shc and 
the (lesen — that would tndtc-d bc the hear.'s tiuimcftt But 
no — forgctfulness of the world, and her waeuog — tu 
my law 1 Toil austcre and the futurc 1 

1 found myself at the bend of the vailey. brtween the 
ruck* where the torrent plunge« down lfld the «Otags (hat 
I lud chosen inysclf juxt beKinning far away. Out tbc 
«imple motion of the air distolred rroa time lo U« 
these fcstal sounrfa, and I knew the mooKOt wbr 
wouU cease. The torTent, on the contxuy, pcnii 
unvaryiog fürte, flowing p»t, ßowing für crer, rren 




crntiirie«. The flight of the water in like the flight of mir 
days. It hu becn said often, am! will be reechaed afier 
a thousand years : For us the passage of the waten will 
be ever the most striking image of the incxorable lapse of 
tum:. Voicc of the torrent soundini» in the mid«t of 
xhuJuw*, oniy »oleum vou.c under Che peaec o! the 
heavens, bc thou heard alonc I 

Therc it nothing serious except that which is permanent. 
Seen from aborc, what are all those bonds from which wc 
shall be separated with our last breath? Shall I falter 
betwecn a chance nieeting and the end* of my defttmy? 
between an alluring üncy and the junt, the gencrous 
employincnt of the power» of thoughtr* Shall I stoop to 
the idea of an imperfect bond, of an affection void of objeet, 
of a blind pleasure? Am I notacquainted with chcpiumuie 
which shc OUUlo to her family when »the borame * widow? 
That promijc forbUfa .» eompleta unlrm ; the mieation \t 
therefore simple, and It ihould not detain me. What 
could there be worthy of man in the deeeptive pastime 
of a barren lore? To conwerate the faculties of EU lo 
tnere pleamre is to deliver one'i seif to etrrnal dealh. 
beebie a» those facuUies are, I am aiuwcraWe OOBOtf&fog 
tben: they mu« bcar ihe» fruit». I will preaerve tbete 
benefiu of rmtem-e; I will honour lhem. 1 will not 
stiffer myself ai leait to grow weak witUn until the in 
cvitable moment. O depths of Space I are we pennitted 
to behold you in rain? The maj«ty of the night is re- 
peated from .ige io ag«: woc ento every »oul who ftnds 
delijht in »rrtiiudc ! 

Are wc made to enjoy hcre the rapturc of de&ires? The 
expccuiioo orer, the sueceti achxted, wHat have we to 
aay fbc the »:i»lactioo of a fcw beief dap? If this be the 
rotn of lue, it » nocl: irar, len year* of pkaiure— 

ihn ii a fnrile aa tt o attne * - R a biturneti afiet- 
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nrdil Wbat will rcmain of ;ho*c dciirc* when. s-jffcrir.fi 
©r fooUahly duirarfcd, the later genrralion* are trampling 
on ourashea! I-et us account ai Utile th*: «hieb c!«o!t« 
M piickly. Amidst che great eomedy of the woeid, ict tu 
«eck another herittge; only of our stronger rcsoUirioets will 
»ome purtioa perliape survive. U will be said that man 
is pctishablc. Il tl POtrfMOi bul let u» peria* rwsting, and 
ii Uic vqM await üb do not so act ** to dcvtirr 

I feil, i& you kno«, into dtteouragement, bcUcving tkit 
my tendencie* were already changed. I m too caaüy 
persuaded tbat my youth was over. Itul, ns I think yoc 
rttUlltcd subscqucntly, tbvsr difiVrrnees werc eauied by 
errore of fegimcn, ami ihifl ha* been rccttficd for the raost 
paxt 1 liad observcd but tndiflcrently UM t whkh 

c hör acter tse* nie and coninliuic* so much lo my uocer- 
tainües, \t consuntly so great an incomtancy, though 
much morc in impreasions than in opimons, oc e»eu ir. 
propensitict. Nor is it a part of the progre» o( the years ; 
it trami tO that whirh Et wa*. My habit of re^rainm* 
and rcpresiing fonhwith all my inwatrf imrntIv-% caond 
mc not infrequently to misconstnie Opposition* myielf. ! 
sce now that forty ycara hence I shall not bc more diserent 
than I have already been a hundred txmes between one 
quarter of an bODf and unother. So tnmya the lioaber 
lUtnmit of * tree 00 the windy hciRbt ; il yoo revitit it in 
years to come, you will find it still swaymg and still after 
the same manner. 

Each ineident, coch notion which survives, the smallest 
deiails, whether opportune or the reverw, a few memories, 
some slight fears, all these fortuttous emotion», can change 
for me theaspect of the world, the estimaiion uf ourlaciiltic*, 
and the value of our days. WMUt things indifferent are 
discoursed to me, and I listen nah tiacquillity and indol- 
cuec , whilst rcpioaching myself with my coldnet» in such 









ennversations, I am content with ihr.se who forgive it mr, I 
havc passcd frcquently from the loathing of thi* limited 
existente, disquieied and embarrasrsed by all, to n not less 
natural consciousness of the curious variety of thing.% or the 
amusing sagacity which invites üb to go on enjoying them 
for a timc. ]t seenis tu mc, nutwithstanuiri}*. that «hat 
oiFcrs with so innen faolity anvther aspeet is lern llic giand 
phenomenon in its toUlity than eich conncqucnee which is 
in rclation to us, less the gencral order than my particular 
aptitude. This riiible order has twoaipecls; the one at- 
tracts, the oihcr perplexes us, but all depends on a certain 
confidence in oursclves. Tim I lose continually, and [l %-. 
reproduced also continually. Weak as wc are, how great is 
the adroitness of our industry ! A favourable Chance, a 
»Öfter wind, a gleatn of light, the twaymg of a BotM lO 
blossom, the vety dew-drops, teil me that I »hall yft net all 
in order. But the clouds gather, the bullfinch ceasesaing- 
ing, a letteris delayed, a thought ill-cxpresscd in my writing 
wisse» its mark ; and then I see nothing but obstacles, 
dclays, obstinate icsisUnce, bvtrayed dcsijin», unnoyanoas 
for the happy, »uneinig» for the crowd, and I am mysclf 
the »port ol the power which ovcrwhelcns ui all. 

Such mobility at least is not calculatcd to «hake the 
principles of conduet. It does not signify even that the 
rnd ajtptars mcrely an a probability, if only it bc umque. 
Strcngthencd in one senat, Ici us not Lury for other hghts - T 
wc can walk along pathways that have been scarcely ex 
plorcd. So all is deeided. 1 am still as 1 was ; and if 1 
rcsolve, ! shall aUo bc that which I might bc. It t* a tnfle 
a*\wedly ; but, to tum all, do not let us fall bencath our- 
sclves. 

/*•* ja 

I write to you at great length, expressing in many worrt« 
what 1 might comrey in a few lines, but it b my charac 
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tcmtfc, aad ihen Abo 1 bare pkaty of kaurc 

crnjxüu** nie, aotbing tAke* faoid ol me ; I »ccm «teil to I 

nH^nced in tne Toid, One day raorc. as J ihinlt, »nd coe 
on!» 1 need. Thcn the mood will end, for 1 h*ve ödet- 
mined it ; but juss nn* alt ihmp B.*tm iad to mc. 1 an» 
not undreided, hu*, moved even toa kind ot"«iii>or and U*tv 
rade. I caminue my Ictier so that I Kay lean tipoe you. 

] remained yet Awhile by mjtelf, but fectiag Jet* Alien 
»beady to the tranquil harmony of Natur« I joiaed tie 
party dünn« wpper And before lhc »ong» had ceaied. 

Henccfottb you n«ed look no longct (ox inescuaablc 
idlenesi or the old irresolution on my put. HcAlth And 
eise are facilincs that are by no mcam :nv:riab!y onited; 
I posscM them and shall ranke um of tbtm for the futurc. 
May thix dedaration become my rulc of Kn) t If I rerson- 
ktiatc wilh inen aboul ihar vuluntary «calncw, » it no: 
dcsirable that 1 ihould iiMuigc in nonc my*cM? 
know that 1 had formerly »orae mclinatioo towaida Abica. 
Hut at the pTC*rnt time ftverythinj( has eorr.bieed to Tender 
A rlttign impractieahir «hieb, for ihr rr*r, «otild haue 
reqtnrcd turihcr mAitiring, and noar it vrould be loo Ute 
to undenake thoie studics which shnald riAvc pr< 
execution. 

Wbat then remains for me to do? I bdrere 
that my rocalion is writing. cor need you a»k on «hat 
mbjecls, or followirif: what modcl, for, M to Ih« fint point, 
you are practically acquainted »uh them alrcady, vhalr, 
as regards the aecond, I «hall asiurcdly imuaic no ooe, 
unlcss in some short paisage, And by a kind of caprict. 
I should consider it exceedingly misplaccd to mume the 
inanncr of another when I can hAv« one of ray ove 
What purpose does writing serve for bim wbo bas no such 
manner, who, m other word*, i» ncrer caniod away or 
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inspired? And now aa to thc question of »tyle, it will 
neithcr l>e teverely classieal n«r mcnnMderatcly free. To 
deserve heing read, ii is neecssary that all true fitness 
should be studicd. lf you ask nie who is to bc junge, 
I must answer that it muut, I suppose, bc raysclt Have 
I not read those authors whose worit hat been executed 
witli circuraspection, as well as ihose wiio liave wntien with 
mute of independence ? It it für me to make choicc of a 
»uitable mcans aecording to the meaaure of my poasibi blies, 
having regard, on the one hand, 10 the nature of my 
subjeet, as well as to the age in which I live, and, on thc 
other, to my dispemtion, without intcntionally ignoring 
adraitted rules, but also without espressly considrnng 
tticm. My guaranlecs of success will bc thc sole natural 
guarameci. If it l»e infiufficicnt to give eipres&ion to what 
ii true, and to do so in a convincing mann«, 1 ihall lad 
unavoidably, and ihere the matter ends. I do not think 
it Indispensable to find approral during one'* lifctimc, 
unlew, indeed, one is eondemned to the mirfortunr of 
depending on the pen for a suhsistener. 

Let those lake preoedence who seck their laureis in thc 
saJon. Pass on, society persona, men of consideration in 
couiilne« where everything depends upon intlucnce ; you 
who *re prolific in the fasbionable notions of the day, in 
the books of 1 cl:que, in de vi ort Jor producing an effeet ; 
who, eren after adopting everything, leaving everything, 
ihcn rcaswming everything, and exhausting everything, stiil 
find somcthing to fill up aome indefinite pamphlcts, »o 
aa to bc able to say : Here it ia put fatt) word* that arc 
capfcssive and tLiUully strung together, even if a triflc 
hackneyed.— Pa» on, I aay, deluding and deluded raen, 
for alter all you pass quickly, and it is fair that you ihould 
have your day. Show yoursclves, therefore, to-day in all 
your tkill and pro*j;«:riiy 




mc »ckBovfcedge th* 
? hdn cocMtao* 
U<m fifc, « - omkj tt* fem »ttc* m tapofunt 
kM com CO psa§ b» already tmiiirrl, «ad rwi tbe 
prcacal cacapcs m, — Im w% c*o oKitmo icitnu&enL 
FWmmm twofctfiOM m tW pMS 4o not sinke nie u 
a coandcfafafe irtmtfifr, caccpc far weak iouginatio<d 
»hich are exhausted afier a little quicktnin-j;. Such 
pcrxmi, havinic pKt-urcd thiog» oib«nn*e thao tbry cm 
br. become hrfüTMttd, «od when t-Vy ue diubuttd b» 
. they ceate to inugine anyrhinR becau*e «- 
•• p i> i] imi [fautka '" I r tiddan thtm Vi ridk ii •■■ ■ 
being thui, «o to »peak, mterdicted, tficy cause fcirt 
rMOUTM lo glowmg incmvrici ; olliciviac, ihere is ee 
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thought which can pieasc ibcm. Üut tue man of just and 
powrrfu! Imagination can alwsys form .1 suflirirnlly pmirivr 
idea of dlfTerent blessings, when foriunc leaves him in trnn- 
qtiillity ; he is not of those whosc knowtedge Is, in such 
matters, rcstrieted 10 whftt hc learncd in the past. 

Our correspondenee and Fansalbe will rtmain to mc für 
tht daily tsweetening of lifo; these two bonds will suföce 
mc. Even in our letters let us seek for the trulli irftbOUt 
ponderous disscriations and without headstionfl System»: 
let us call upon the immutable muh. What eise can 
■usuin the soul, at times fatigued by its vague hopes. but 
far morc astonished at iiwlf, far more ahandonrd when ii 
ha* lost alikc the languors and delights of such artire 
uneertainty? justice at least has its evidenec. For the 
most pari you rcceive the moral lighls in peaec, l pursue 
them in my unrest ; ours is an abiding union. 



U5TTF.R XCI 



Ht A'mvh Amt*. 

I have never yet recounted the awkward advcniurc which 
happened to mc on a certain day when I had determined 
to cross the ttalian Alps. 

The experience has been rividly brought back by my 
Coming across the following words : It is possiblc that thls 
life has been granied us only to meet, in spite of our weak- 
nciscs, with »ornc opportnnities for accompliihtnj; manfully 
that which themmnent drmamlsof u«, . . . Thu* to MDplOf 
all our power« 10 the pttrpoac, without pission and also 
without fear, is to bc man in all muh. This sattsfaction is, 
however, rarely vouchsafvd. As for myiclf. I only half 
ezperieneed it amorig tbose Mountains, as it was sicnply my 
personal ufety that was conccrncd. 




J96 OBERMANN 

1 can onl> givc at'-nurit of che «fiiMxSa by recoarae » 
details that are xltogetaer peiional, a* tt conwjted «bc 
thae. 

I ■»$ going to AosU, and »u aixeady in X.c Valaa, 
whm I heard a *iranp,er remark lt the :nn that fce wouid 
not takr thr ri*k of eroawn|,; Saint- Rrrnard «ithout a gnide. 
Forthwith 1 raol ved tr> take ü in my own ca*c. I n i—m<1 
thit by obscrving ihc disposiuon ot the E^r^c* or thr 
iOQ of the torrents I could reach the hoapftec btfacc 
the mulcteer», without to fonnu faa fro«n tbcai. 

I left Martigny on foot in the he« poatibte weather. Im* 
patient to come across »orac tmpreMiie secnerr. •' onJy 
bchcM from a distance, I MÜEOd the moee Unk 
aboro Snint-Rranchier I enrotintered nothing of the kuid. 
On rtftCfimg Udtah I took || for grautet! i:i:»t I fhonld p*n 
no otlicr hoatcli) betuct:n :.iric and ilie hotpicc tOelf. At 
that of Liddes ihc bread was exhausted and no rcgeublct 
could be had A small picce of mutton aJone remaint 
thi* T ijid not tovirh. I took rcry littie wine, but tili 
at stieb an iin&ecu«tnmrd hotir, fe> nae to daikness 

and fest that I feil ailccp under the aheiter of aome beshf*. 

Whcn I awoke, being without a tratch, I had no idea 
that I had becn several bouns in thie oonditior.. W 
took igiin to the road, my one hope and Intention waa to 
reach my dcvtination. Naturc dort no: alway* encourage 
the illuwont which »he ha» In *torc Tor u» notwithstand* 
ing. No diairaction prenented itself, neither beauty in the 
Valleys, the singularity af cottiimei, nor CTen the elTect of 
the wonted mountain air. The sky had changed ita »pect 
Dark cloud* enveloped the peaks which I approached, and 
yet they did not undereivc mc a* to the time, sine* at such 
clcvations they often gather very quickly. 

A few minutes afterward» miow beya» fallüig heavity. I 
paaaed the village of Saml-Pierre witbOUl "ifjuiring ol* any 
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one. I was resolted to pursuc my cmcrpriae, In sptte of 
the cold and ihe want of a besten track further on. Ii was 
absalutely impossible to choosc one's way with oerlainty, 
nor could I discern the rock* uritil I came uctually in 
contact wiili ihem. Yct ihit al*o I referred to Ihe com- 
bincd darkness of cloud and snow, and I did not rcalue 
my Situation tili night only could aecoum for the increasmg 
gloora. 

The rough icc at the foot of which I arrived and the 
want of any praeticable track für rnules uiade it evident 
(hat I had missed the way. 1 came to a pause, intending 
to icflcct at my leisure, but a complcte nutnbness of the 
arm* speedily ditsuaded me. While it was impossible to 
await daylight in the place wherc I was, it seerned cqually 
Out of emotion to refleh the monastiry, in in wui Ii I nught 
be separated by abyuea, One courae only offered, to bc 
guidcd hy the nound of the watcr so as to reaeh the principal 
stream itr.olf, which, falling from point to point, makes tat 
the last dwellings I had observed in my descent. I was 
now truly in darknew, and anud&l rocke from which extrica 
tion wuuld liave been dilficult treu m daylijilit. But the 
prcacncc uf d-ingcr sustaincd me I must euher pengii w 
get back without lots of time to the village. which wouW, I 
rci koncd, be nearly thrce leagues disunt. 

I scored my fint success rather quickly, t came on the 

Inrr. Ml v. iii h il w:r. ■ : Cltflll ifatl I bOOU '|«" :-.. in. tv. 

Ut if I became cnianglcd m fuither rocks I niiglu bi 
puazled how to continuc my dcsccnL Wora by the ciTecl of 
ai'-rs, the bed of the Drance must, 1 ihought, prove lest 
rugged, at käst in oiany place», than the lortuoui windmgs 
of the neiRnbourin« manea of rock. Tbc battlc acainit 
obttaclc* ntiw bcRan, and «o aUo the pCOAi enjuymcM 
oceaaioned hy the magnitude of the dan^cr. t waded 
into ihe turbulent and variable current, resnWed to follow 




it tili thc haardous «xpcnmcnl wa* cither tcnninaxed by 
tonif tvrioua acodent, ur Uli I saw thc riltage ligfau. I 
»urrendcred uyscU. thcrefoic. to the coursc of that gbcal 
watet. When it feil fron» thc heiaht, I lct rayseif Coli with 
it. On ooe occasion thc diop was so great that I thouaht 
thc end bad oomc. but a bisin of somc dcpth rcccired me. 
I havc nn nnhon bOw I serambled out of iL I fancy thlt 
whcn band» f.nled nie my tecih must have clutehed somc 
jutiinij point of sione. As für my eycs, fror» these I had 
little help, and I luve an idea that 1 shut tnem when 1 
antieipated a shock of any extra riolen«. 1 pre&scd onwsid 
wiih an eagerntw which no fatiguc could check, content 
apparently to follow i fixed im pulse, to sustiin a dctcrxnined 
effort. As I gradually became inured to this rüde progress, 
to this species of audacity, I forgot thc only refuge which I 
could reach, namely, the village of SaintPicrrc, until a gleam 
of light revealrd il. I beheld it with an imhfTerencc which 
doubl less rose nunc froni want of thoughl tlian from tnae 
courage, but 1 strutgled u 1 best could to the mn, wliere tbe 
inhabitants were gathered about the fire. The light wf this 
firc shone through an aperture in the shuiter of tbe litUc 
window, and it was to this that I was indebted for ray Me- 
li was thc kind of inn that is usually met with in tbe 
mountains, and much was naiurally wanting, but I feund 
the attention* of which 1 stood inost in need. Placed in 
the inner angle of the great chimney-corner, which was tbe 
prineipal feature of the house, 1 passed an taour ur morc in 
forjctfulness of that exalted con-iition and its Singular 
delight which I had experieneed. Null and dcpresMd 
after my deHverance, I did whntever I was required ; they 
gave me mullcd wine, unaware that I had far greater rwd 
of morc solid nuurishmcnt. 

One of my UosU had seen nie scaling the mountav 
towards the end of tbe day in a snow-squal) of tbe ku 
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which b drcaded eren by the mountainecrs ; he had 
aftcrwards rernarked in the village that a stranger had 
pnssed going up, and thnt it meant destniction at such 
an hour. Wiicn these honest fcllows realised that 1 owed 
my escape to the defective condition of iheir shtuter, one 
of them ciied in hu patois : " My God, that it thould be 
owing to us ! " 

The next morning they brought nie my clothe« well 
dried and lolcrably repsired, but 1 could not «hak« off a 
somewhat violent ihivcrtng, and in Addition to ihn aevcral 
feet of anow on the ground made rae shrink fiom continu- 
ing my journcy without necessity. I spent a portion of the 
day with the priest of this poor village und stayed with Mm 
to dinner, the first meal that I had taken for morc than 
(orly liours. On che morrow tliy mh)w l..n! uielled und« 
the bearas of the morning sun , I aecomplished without a 
guide the live arduous leagues, and the Icverish Symptoms 
left me in the course of my toil. I had a good welcome 
at the hoapice, but was unfortunately not ablc to approve 
of cYcrything. The variety of mca!*, which, under the 
circurustänees, could not be ascribed to hospitality but 
rat her to refinetntnt, appe&red to me out of place. I 
thought much the same of the chapel; soleinn simplieity 
would have becn more suited than embcllishments to a 
church among the mountains. I stayed the night at the 
Utile village of Saint-Remt in Italy. The totrent of the 
Doire breaks ayainst an angle of the hosiclry walli. My 
window was left open, and throughout the night the 
clamour altematcly woke and lullcd mc lo ilccp» lo my 
great satisfaclion, 

Lower down in the Valley I camg upon tome o* •* 
afflicted people, who>e enorraou» goitie* har* 
on the larthei side of Saint- Bernard, when 
Le Valai*. At a quarter of a Icague dut 
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Maurice tbere is i rilbgc whieb, owlof to it» um:«-*: 
Situation, is :o s heiteret! from oold winds that Luireia ini 
j-omcfcranxte* flounvh lliTuu^h all seasons in the ooen. 
Tlii», however, tt littlc hcodcd by the rillayers» who> pro- 
teeted thcuiselves fioro ihc fjom and fartbcriooce aAieud 
by c reim um, tegetate *t the fuot of thetr rast rock», in* 
iBflBil nfi even as to the patsing and icpaumg otf atnagen 

M at band across the rirer. I deoded, oo re: 
to Switrcrland, to bave a ncarcr view of these peoplc, sank 
in such heavy ignorance, poor but unaware of tbc fact, and 
ciifcclilud without actually suffering. I ana inclined to 
tbink that such unfortunates are happier tban ounKrtca. 

Exccpt for ihc scrupulous exaetitude of my narrative, its 
intciot would be 10 littlc that ereo your (riendsbap would 
fail to diacovtr it Fol myiclf, 1 recall but too well a tk 
which I (lul nrit rCaUv) at the timc, though it has penna- 
ncntly deprived mc of all aurencss of foot. Still Ics» am I 
likely to fordet that so far ihc only two houra of my 
which I was most tmly altve, Jeast diacontented wii>-. 
least remote from the intoxication of happiness, werc thosc 
in which» pierced by the cold, uutworn witb stnig&Ics, in 
direkt need, driven from prccipicc to prccipios before Z was 
awtrc of ibcit ClEltanOc, aml (•Captog **om thcin alire to 
my astonishmem, I related continuslly to myiclf, and 
my pnde to myself only, with no one to hear mc : "Still in 
this moment I wish that which I ou^bt, and I do that whtch 
I wish." 

C^nc/uiwt of an u/utattd ff&r. 

From age to age, bow many uofortunates bave docUrcd 
that flowersexist only to conecal cur chains» tocheat tu all 
the beginning and to hold u- to tbc cod. Thcy 

do more, though perohanre to no gfcnlff purpooe; they 
wem to hint ofthat which mortol mind can never faihom 
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If flQwers were merely bcautiftil in nur eye*, thcy would 
still cnchant us ; but at timcs wc are camcd oway by their 
fragrance, as by somc happy condition of exisienec, ob by 
sonic suddcn appeal, somc return tu the inoot InUdcu lifc. 
Wliriin i I have gone tn search uf thcue unaccn euiuiiatioii», 
whethcr, and morc often, thcy have oflcred thcmsclvc*. 
whcther thcy have come upon me by surprisc. I accept 
thcm ix a potent, though unrertain, cxpr«sion of a ti 
thc secret of which is shut in and hidden by the material 

Cotours have also their own cloqucncc , alt things arc 
pouibly a symbol. But seents axe morc penetrating, poc- 
»ibly because thcy arc more mystenous, and aJthough in the 
normal rtlations of lifc we muat have palpable truths, the 
great mötions of the soul have truth of another ordet l*or 
their principlc, the cssentially true, inacccwible notwith- 
standing in these our wavering ways. 

Jonquil, violct, tuberöse — yuur» arc tnoments only, lest 
our wvakness should be overcome, or ]>crchanc* tfaat we 
may bc left lo the incertiludv whcrem our sputt workt, 
now füll of nobility, and now of discouragement. No, I 
have nrver behcld the Cingalcic smdrimal, the i'ersian 
Rulmik^k, ihc pe-xe-hong of Southern China, but thc 
jonquil and the jaaminc »tifficc 10 make me ssy that, such 
even au wc arc, wc mighi bc dernten* of a taitc-r world. 

W hat would I have ? To hope and ihen hope no roorc 
ii lo bc or lo ccase from being, and of such doubtleu ia 
man. But how comes it that aftcr thc soogi of a decply 
movcd vyioe, alter the fragrance of flower» and all the 
longmgt of imagtnation, all thc ecataaic* of though:. i; 
man fails to die? 

And it may bc, when destiny decrecs it, that wc sha.ll 
hrax the secret approach of a woman füll of loving allure 

IC 
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raeni, and from bchmrt somc curuin, bat sasurrd that wc 
ii wholly visible, in the rays of the sctting sun, the ifaaU 
reTcal hcraclf wich no other »eil, for «he tust time, «Hear- 
ing preapilately and rclurning of her own aecord, smüi 
at her volupiuou* rcdvUc Vct in tht? eml we arc 

: <xl lo gro* ulii. Whctc no« a*e tl»c lioftttt 
bloorued for the old gcneralions ? 

Thcrc are two flower» which, in a »ensc, seem to bloom 
in silenee and almost devoid of fngnnce, but by which I 
am morc aitractcd than 1 can say on aecount of theu 
persistente. 'Ihr »ludi thry «wake recaÜ 

the post vividly, as U such bonds of Urne bcroldcd happj 
day*. These »imple flowers afc the field barbcl junl the 
eaily Eastct dainy, the meadow xnargueMte. 

The bar bei is the flower of rural lifo. It must be teeo 
in the libcrty of natural leisurc, amldtt whcatneldi, (an> 
y.ir.i sounds and crowing Ol" cocka, hy the footpatb» ti 
the old husbandmen. The sight of it might sre-11 kad !o 
tears. 

The violet and the tueadow-datbv arc nvals. The) 
bloom in llie same season, with the aanac aiaiplktty. A'- 
the firsl datvn of suriugtidc we are captisated by ibe noiet ; 
the daisy wms our lovc ycar m and year ouL Tbey art 
in the same relation to each other as a painted portrafl a 
to a marble bunt The violet recaUa the purest emotion ä 
lovc j so does lore otTcr itself to cfcaa heart». But, in tat 
last resuurce, even luve like this, so pcrsuaaivc and bland 
is but a beautifuL accidcnt of lifc. It vaniahes, bot kW 
peace of the country places it with us to the lotest baut 
The daisy U the patriarchai symbol of thas bisW 
repose. 

U I should reach old age, if, on a day, uiU tboufkv 
haunted, but ceasing from speech with men, thcrc söosV 





be a friend at my side to receive my farewdl to earlli, Ict 
my rhair be tct dow» on tlie »hört grass, niay ihci« bc 
pcftceful daisics in üont Ol nie, bcneatli tlic sud, und er thc 
vast sky, that in rdinquishing this flecting life 1 may rccall 
ftomething of thc infinite itlinten. 
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NOTES 



i. I'age Uxi. Jinco,— I do tn.t in fei from this lhat » fcood rocnanee li 

noi ■ ftood book Furthetmofr, in addliiftn 10 whai I ihould «11 in» 

.. tei u*> A£T<fü) ( lr rtr n**l!y mcrtioriou* wntinp* which ue 

rl**trd commonly undcr ihn hrad, «uch ax " The Iniliar. Cniiagc," &e. 

: l'xge l«%ii, UM l*.— Thr [«»total mariner and the detenplivc 
mannet intlude mnny thrcadluie ciptcwiun», die laut lotcrable of 

whu.li, l. n j I, »i«r IhrHe filmet .-( *pe«h »tn<li luwe hecn dB- 

plnycd «om« mtllion» of rlme*. and &MB rh< »ery Üb I <>'> Utd 'hr 
obJÖOl which thcyvmc in:.nded lo cxaJt, The rnamel of the mcadow» ; 
ihc aiwe of ihc »kica ; the cryttaJ of the wüten ; ihc lili« and ruao uf 
t* iruinplcaimi j ihc plcdnt-% u( luve, the iunucenec of tltc liunlc! . 

UmcQt« fulhng Crom thteyr«) eontangvtlBg Um Pfui Of NtMtJ 

caating llnwrr* nn Ih. l.nnh; ...»! |nmim,i,^,l» nll.ru whirh, |1. 
wudld nol coiidcmn Uiem cxcluuvcly, I ptel'ct not BD mecL 

3' r*£c tlAlJH, liilc S. — Obermann »laud» in ticed uf hiiiic »liyhl 

inlerprvutton. Ilc m Ui, l».( c»<unule, fam BkttMJ -'p * defiofa 
at lo nuny quo *Ji;.n» on which hr tnwh*« ; hur MHab|j ho d> trmiiiict 
mr.rr in ihc continuatirm of hu leiten. So Ur Ihn weond portion i» 
rntircly wantioj. 

i ra|C l, line 6.— Chatel, ihc ealaic of üic jicnon lowhom «he 
teilen w* tddrewri. 

| !',. , s_ i, „ c, _N,^ r l^itn«, the peakt of the Alp» in tUblt 
diiunftly «7n Ihc borifofl. 

6. Pag« 9, Hoc l. - II i» trcdiWe tlwi the ikr of Genera n mach ihe 
u ih*i uf the nelghbourinx dixiki» 



7. I'*cc q, linc 1% flirtli dcseriptlon may be comidered uapply 
In« to ihc Alp«, tat «carcely to Jura, 

8. I'n^e 9, linc 13.— I har« not heen BurpnaM at finding in theae 
leiten * nmbet öfeapraaiona which an» a litiu romincaquc lle*rf» 
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whldi havc malutcd in advanc* of tfwlr dui une wnUne wirb tbc 
icntiinciK vf Über -i«r» wuiethitm of that t aaggc rat«d ud IffOKfJ fcaW 
wlncli cbamietiK-» ihr fc)^iiiK tcM»uii of lil*. Evcry betn»; 
•ilh '.he fiuultie* of man eiihei t» ur hat Iwii »Int » oK«d 
**|ue. yet Mrhahrr hu own mannet. JWiona, »irtue», 
im pracrwa>lly common to all, hut th^y a» not alii«- tn al I 

•;. Page l/, linc 24-— The wutd I awt/doa not h«r* «4£nlfy ralky; 
it ho n Cdüc daivtlioo, U> whkh wc <mr tilv < 'he -».w tfWjk. Tbc 
Swb» of tfcc Oeiman •f.tu.. i« IttM ihc ;M»/ ffr K*W "Vibhiii' 
The Gcrmant riwlßn«« tb« Gaul« Xf ihr word KV/, whencr ceuc 
\ht lumrt of :ho pnncipality of \Valr% o' ihr fjyi ii £'*#*< of ibaf 
whieh ia called in Bellum MW«», of Goacony. &c 

IO. Page l.|, line y — At ihc praent iby k it probable that 
Obermann would ha%e atopprd »ll!ii\j;l> in 1h« (*■'<•« 4fr f '«W, a*4 
mlchl htae refarded ii a* an abwähle abode. 

ii. Page 13, line ai.— That of Genera oc t/man, and r>x Lal« 
Lejman. 

13. l'age ii line 8.— It would bc unjual tu affim ihia of tb» «auf» 
northern abore. 

13. Pat;c I5i 'ine iS.— May it not be «id that th* appUaatioa M 
wiftkm of ihe not Ion that all U vtniry ic carrylnc it to vaMg guVi out 
By wiadom vre gndmland that doctrine of tho tag« whieb u maenaai 
motu, and yet, at Icaal in a aen»*. viiiu, A* tu Ihe oidcaed method «I 
pUBtnf nne'sdjy* in BtceMnf ftDd Ünpafl Bfl : ■"■ 

K>-"', ■'»"* ■: ..1 .r.llj t- flurj;«! wilh «anity. Ihr abjevt 

wiadom 14 ihe oocupation of lifo, ihr amr lioration of nur cxiaCenec, ac*d 
thi* «xiatenc« being all, impermaneni and ummpoitaul aa it tnay bc 
thougbt, it t3 evident llial iL i* uut in auch wiidotn u\u Ul-eiuMa;. 
finds enor and vanity. 

14. Page ay. line 19.— Ocero was in no aenae an orrfinary and wag 
eren a gieat man : he had very grcai qualitic«. Ttry urikin« caJcnta; 
he fillcda splendid pari ; hc wioie admirablyon phHgaopbiCaJ ttthyMSa 2 
but I do not see that hc had ihc K»ul of a tagt. O' m «W 
Mlisfied that bc potaeaaed the pen of a tage ••»(). 1 1* fnund, morterrte, 
that a fttateamin has evety opportunity to eahibit all ht* powert, and 
ransideml that althnugh hc inay afi »-ronyly, wcaanoa caüfiut bc 
forjiren htm ; that a (ather of his country luu oo need %o ßaiter | 
that »anity is »metime« tbe almost IntTltaWe resourc» of tho« «bo 

uüküowp, bul that 01 her wie« tu exuicoc« U to bc ezpUiocd 







NOTES 



407 



"ii'» l»y littlcneaa vi k»uI. I lutpcct liiui alao vi fceling itis t a Komin 
«•oiul abould uut ha*e wepl villi many Iran bet»u»e i.inuui»liino 
rr>mp«-lt^.l hi* wlfe to «baAgr h»i «l-#!f '-mit wa« pin|«u)<]y hit l*ne 
nf thought rnnorming ihu orator, whn waa pnhnp* gri\>i*r in lalrntn 
than in gcmu*. For Ihr rat, if hü acnlimcnu arc interprdcd from the 
potat of view adopted in bis leite», I fear thai I may tx dcceived, 
for 1 obtCT* ümi I am attrtbutlng hlm roy own llUfHta 1 am 
rauch pleaaad that th« author of £>s Oßelit waa wccfiattil In tha a&Jr 
of Caülin«; bat I coulü luve wishcd that h« hat! prorad great iu Im 



15. P»KC 36. l'ne 22.— (AV/m»V.) Thb word. which it would be 
•''ii.. ih lo Hpkn by a tnore aecauat* eapieaaioti, hu Wen tdoptrf 
h*t# apparmtly foa Ihn reuen ; baing curtitni in tht Alf«. I bav« 
forboroe lo change iL 

16. Page 39. linc 14.— Voung nun, conacioua now of the aam« 
feeling» aa Obermann, do nul deeide haitily lliat Lbt** feelinp will 
undeigo no clungt. You yuuivelf will not »ullcr aHeuliofi, bul üine 
will ralm yoii; tnti will «1 wbat I* In ihe place "1 thji wli. I. v .. 
Inv*. Von will gi»w weaiy ; you will »uli In« an i***in I ■ r - 
acenmmodatmn ta very pOBWitOi Von will uy : 11 ihr i-irr ptfffrtf t 
if the individual paw** nnly, it u nol worth hi» while lo ihmk f«w 
himvclf Of be amious. You will «eck divenion»; you will Lty ihe 
pleasuret of ihe table : you will luoV •! the groteaque *ide of every 
thlnj; y-m will tmile in private. In your v*ry »eartneaa yonwill Ii I 
■ornvihing of pleaxing laaity, and you will paa* furgetting that you 
not bare UmL Maxiy have thua, paaaed in the cnd. 

iy. l'ne 4i. Ii« 16.— We do not know preeiady ihe eocoraeßcirig 
polnt uf that which U hetc Icrmed elher. 



18. Page 58, lli.c 1 1— We have, for the moat («it. ton nanow 
onncermng the man ol" *enUUlliy. IU u reprewntad aa a rtdlcvkws 
bring, and claaaed wlth lho»e wometi who wrcp at ihcir p*t 
üliieu, iwoon at Ihe aighl of bluod drawn by a neetllc-point. and 
thuddet at certain wurda— aucb u tn»W, ipldei, giave-llggcr, amall- 
poa, the toenb, >>* tibi ag«. I can pictui« a cenain BUnlrraiit ■■ »n : ) . • 1 
which motu ua, a audden combination of conlrary wninnent«. a hal'll 
of aupetiority eren lo Ihe affretiun wlneh govefm «a, a gravity of aoul 
and a dcptb of tho^hl, a Ueadth which awaktM «lihln tu the teeret 
per cepiton that Natur« wotid oppoM w tbt TtaibU atnaaUon, a wbdooi 
uf Ihe heart amidat ila pctpelual agilatiun ; in linc, a coiubinalkm, a 
l'-i y "'I all tlMtaga which bHnng* ...nly tu a rnati vT rast KarfUUt) 1 
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NOTKS 




in hii itrcngth hc hu s«ind*d all thai li deatlned to diu, In bb Modera- 
tion he vtily ha* known ihe tnckancholy of plewur* and iW faacioatioa 

DI i'illrr.ng. 

The min who feeU wirmly and eren cleeply. (ml without moderatk«, 
vjoimlci» ihit almoat »upematural power DU ihiu£i indifferent. I •'>•> 
not aayfhnl he will find unomnre In lhoocan«Jon»or gl i»«»»; ih^M? tat 
grtat mfiTt In wiu.ll (hingt who prnvo grreii nloi in grcat eircumittnoaa, 
Dopile tlieü real mcrit. »uch cliaraoicx» have twu driwbaea*; ibey 
ate Mjpnind »vfu-.'li not only by iliot« whovttheniclve* o 
hut by m.iny j'fimin Ol unilrrJo/nliiL^, *inl th»f will h* aw 
llirwgh p-iudcnec by rhu« evcn who can appicciatr ihr« worlh and 
may eooceive a high optniun coneerniiu£ Ihem. Thei dcbate 
by : i<>.(itniine it to ihinjp rhftt are alirtgethet vul|[#r. od nridM Cht 
In wc« nf m*n, Theyarmth« crnwd thcroby wlth tnrxtoui prftfitt for 
claimine lhai gond «am* !■ b«(t«r than grniua, btcaai« th« «rrun of th« 
laltci atc BmtgB tu il : and, wbal i» muie fatal, fut ptrlciiding tliat up. 

riyhi.»lrong, eipanuve, genei""* DaWDOl lUperiOf 10 UlOft whoal* 

... r <.-giil.il, knvaha >Ij i a»Nnn< and flen telt-v« ' 

19. J'age 65, linc 19. — Moni Ktghi i« near I.octrnc ; ihc Ulcc m 
at ihe foot ol ihe« peipendlculir ruclts. 

JO. Page 6ft, line 7.— Doubl!«« th« wmer of th«a* lcll«n wnuM 
have apologiied for thc« detail*, and fot lomv otlicra, had hc forricvn 

Iheit piiblicnlion. 

ji. Tage 69, line tS. This cireuimtan« of th« tub ha* Ixen qua«- 
tiemed on scveral )• round*. 

23. Page &>), line 4.— The identiiy of ihe Kiank* and Kuufaiu Ina 
beeil maifiUined by many leawed nien. 

73. läge 106, line 13.— In a «täte uf f»in ihe feaction would (>* 
rtronger, »ince Ihe natuieol rhe organised heing Impidi i( mure ttpet <»lly 
timiidi tliai which entures lta comfoit a& well a* it* conterrAtion. 

34, Tage 108. line 15.— Thougli cxpresioJ in a puaftWe wanner. all 
ihn rnust nol bc icgwdcd a» rigurutuly tiue 

3$. Page ioS, line 19.— Thete ir< men who ar« tourrd by fortun? 
tht;>*e who. while >n no wiae wickcd, arc nol lho»e who are guorl. 

ab. Tage 109, linc JO, — Obsourc Ol profound Idew tuffer chn/ipe 
wilh time. and we gt»w aoeuttomed to thsir con*ld«ration under 
another up«! : when they begin to tum falic the people begin tO 
find that ihey are dWinc ; wben ihtyare cuuipk-lcly «biuid, ihc p*opl* 
are ready 10 die fot them. 





»7 Paß* IIJ, lir*3i— </fc> (Aar* tml vertS) ihc WON '*«*' ■ DM 
uwti in lim acosc in ihc giealcr part <*I ►mfurr. wh«ic iwr-whrvlrd earta 
are tnorr common. Hat in Swita/rlanct, and in oiher plaaca, the tcrm 
b applied lo lighl waggona and four-whcclrd country coachci. 

>ü. Page IJ5, Une 30.— Tbc accepUliun of the tcrm loniantk lui 
fhangrd atnee Uicac liur» wer-- W\ | 

»9. I'age ij$, line 19,— Tb* harpajichord of colonta wm ingemoua, 
ihat uf acent* would have Wo» »tili mar» iiiloroiiny. 

ja Tage U'j, tinc 13.— Cowhcrda— kuhir in Gcrtnan, JrmailH in 
iwmaijtc lui^'un^c, U thc iamr eiven lu the man wdo lenüa thv UM 
10 the muunuina, pa-auu; ihc wbvle huoo In ihe til^t) pauure*. wh»rc 
ho ia omplnyrd in itmkuif* che«***- ("«enoroll»', thc Armailli» irntain 
Ihm for foui or (ivc montha in thc high Alna, cntucly acp&ralcd Iiuiii 
wotnrn and frcqucntly Irum ulhcr mm. 

31. Page 1*9, Une3J. — Man? altem pte ha wbecn maüe lo ict woid* 
to tbli thepheti) march. Od* >•' ih*m, in l_a Gruyti*. patnla, contain* 
forty -oi^ht verua : — 

*' Thc AiuiMillit OTOoCNwAMM 

Koic up in tue inormni; ea/ljr." Ao. 

Anothcr of Ihcac apeeica of eclogue», <om(»>wJ ( ll U tatid, In the 
Appcnaell, In the Germ an languagc, fioish« 10m« t hing Uk« thU: 
" I'rofound retieau, irampiil oblivlun ! O peace of man and place*, 
peaec of ihc tallcya and llic lake* ! Free »licplieid». uUcurc familie», 
limj-le fjvioui» ! Qtfe uulo otu hcait* Ihc diann uf thc chalcla and 
renanciatiun umlet ihc »ualere aky. DMOa^Mttbafl aaMBafeane 1 I I SoU 
refuje f l**t icpoae ol a free and simple wo) I** 

ja. Pag* 147, hn* 11. Ilexenrta hat argoed wi, «laongly againai 
thc penalty of daalh, hui in fhu 1 am un.il.lc tu agi« wiih bim. Ilr 
mainiaina lhal thc ciiircn, bring incijuiblc of ahemhnaj moic than 
thc t mal Int pcmiblc pait of bi» hl*ily. ia incapable of OOrttcfltin^ trt 
thc loa* i*l hia life. Me *.».!» ihat, not haeinf the righl at wll »Ualruc- 
lion, he cannot erde Co the city Ihi right of killwg htm. 

Onty whai la jtiat and Incontcatablc ahotild, I conccivc, be advaneed 
when diacuaaing thc principlca which arc thc haub of pcalliw law* or 
of ethica. The alletnpt lo auatain e*en the bett tblnt;» bj metely 
apecioau leaaoninK l» r»ol «ithout daogef ; onr day, wheo ih* lllrnkm 

e»wae» to bc d' .'>>.<<:. ihr rmih tlvlf ia «.Sak'-n »hirft it witM to 
•aaViM. Tru* ihinga ha»* ih*ir r#al iraaon ; ihc** of an ■Ubna| 
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NOTES 



V.uJ »heaild not l< tought. Ilad tV mofU >a»i pcJiücaal tegätiata*« 
of «Im, Nifuded *>Wy on #»iii ir*. Ht pow«, tat 

p w wiftf, it H tmt, In Iht farltrat tinwa, and Ic u calruUWrf tn erair 
cnlhaasaata, wauld hart remaincd impiepuble. Wert ihcre oow ac 
attempt u> eonatruet thU edifie« whkh ha* bc< u ytt beeo etectcaf, 
I Mdfctt that it night not pfott Macful ubiII it h*d be*n <e*>eotad 
toy tn* y+in; hut thi& conivdarailon in no etnw dwuroy* lu baut« 

or diapant« with the obJiyrtfao of underukiog il. 

Obctmann doea nuiliiiiK Uit dvubl, auppoae and <Jfea.ni ; be aeafeefy 

ttMvi» i." ihm»» ■>* ill . he cauklnai Kit dos '»Utah 

anylhing. Il <n*j bt admiit«!, Il dttlred, üui what hc **y% mmm 
tn nothing, hut It mi^nt Icacl to a good dexl. lf in hu oarn mdc 
pendent and uhtyatenmtic way, he fullowa nol»illni»nilitig *«dc psio- 
ciplc, it ii Bbü«: all ihui of MeUng to ny ouly »hut II u«e in fa*v«i 
even of tnjth, 10 «doilt nothmg that *»ll nui I» Juattltad by «II 
flm«*, to rtfialn fron» confuaing good Intention wiih esactitudW ol 
dcmurutiaiion, »ml not to lliink (.hat il ia indifferent \ry wSat aaay 
the bat thinp »re aought to \< eofuree«!. Tbc hblory of a» maay 
leligioua and political a«ta bas »hnwn thal rapad reethorti pf od Ute 
only ephemaaJ rtsulla. Thia vny nf looking hu aremrd to m< U 
high imponance, and it ia chiclly for thu rcauun tlut I publiah theae 
Icltera, au von! in othef fapreta and v.> *»ituc 

33- »"«ge 1$!, lifie 1$. — I »•aW hillj t atlcct** U r*lcw> 

LaieJ to create acandAl. I arouM M4 in hlnncc lhai in« modi ti 
thmkingontheaamcnuratianat another age will he found aubaoqaiently. 
1 have peiuacd adrtady the puaage lo whieh I refcr : poaaibly it raay ato 
lea* KtndAllH lhan the pittem one ; but U «III glvt offen« o«ly M 
«w tue ptraont 

31, l^g« 15g, lin« »4.— Thia haa comideraUc aniU^r with a fact 
ir;«nlctlm a fiuioin du l'cyagrx. K Daniah acicntnl *ai aaaured by 
a nalivc of Iceland thai be had fiequentlf lightcd bi« pipe at a atreaaa 
of fite whn.li llowe«! for ncarly iwo ye*r» lo lh*l couotry. 

35< ,,J Ü< IÖ3 » l'" c 7' — The author doea not alale »pceaaly aabat he 
; ..I' !.uuU her« \jj ieli^u>n, Ihil it will lie acen that hia refraence ** 
eapecially to Western failhv 

36. l'oge 163, line 15.— IVmbly by «ome moie nrofound r»r- 
whieb avould lead 10 doubta more religioua io thelr in>le|icndence. 

37. Page 168, Hne a— Thete is, in eflect, a lubsuniial diff«re«aj 
bet»een conleaamg that anmc Ihing» tre not tobe caplataei] by man 
and afhioiing lhat the i0Ci.<i)ceiiabIe eaplanaiioai o/ndl rhinga Ia jiaat 




NOTES 
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and infallible. h ii one thing to wcUim In the (laitaiMi i I d© not 
•m ; and -iiMilicr lo cry : I bahold a divin« light ; you who follow mr, 
rcfrain not only fiitin Mylng Ihat yuu du nut di»cctn it, but k* it 
aclually oi b* anaihrm*. 

38 I'«|je 193, line 4-—" It i» in imbecilc prcnimplion 10 illuloln and 
•et down u falaehood llisl which iccmt lo tu unlikcly ; Imt 11 iucommon 
rtc* villi (li'.vr wbc>(«Kild thcunclve» aa potacued of lomc cumfwlcnc« 
bcyond fh* common. I did tbk lind ■.dtliiiiK futtucily . . . uud uow 
I find thftt I was at IcasI 41 mach tO '■■ .-.( I i>y*ll."— MoNTAiani. 

39. I'age ig6, line 7. — Thu opinion iruy bc (ound in th# ßfl>-Kv«nih 

■ HC •■' ■'CD« I «I W II ■■■ ■*>'>>■ n - ,; QM -.'<■].- . . nnl th' rnn.-i.I- 1- 

tlom hjr wbich Seneca tcfulct il are nut le** remaikablc. 

40. I'age 197, line 23. — Ii oould tcaicvly bave b«n tlie inlcntion of 
Obermann to lidicule the «icnce* whirh he admlied, thounh he dld 
00t potaeia Ihem. Itoubtk*» he wuhrd only that the na* p*0|;re*t 
of nw*it rn time* thould nut lead (he semi-rrudile to ilrtpitc antiqaity 
10 inconude rately 



41. 1**« '99- >■"* 9-— ,n ■» ■•**• **"" *ÜMpl«, nr the Mffwftl 
unong Ihcm, ite loa great lhan thcir mnatcr. They duligurr hu 
thought. nbove, all when luperatitioua fanatiebm or Ihe pauion for innora- 
tiun ar« Jolned to iotclIeciiMtt error», PjrthagorM, likc Jens, wtole 
uothing j th« praitnded luccfwaori of both hart well ♦iMLit»! how 
Ihey ippreciaEcl thc whole advintajfa of thu circuimtancc. Lei ut 
conaldct für a laumctil ihe queitioii of iiumbct aa it appeir» Lo hive 

l**n uodcntuod by rjüii^oiBA. II, f ■ an elevated place cvaituamTing 

a widc prmpKt, wr ducrmln the platn, helwevn IJM Idfjl i"<*»ti, aome 
o( Ihoac ctraiure« who maintatn an rrect pMturr, and il we eome 10 
realiac thu it ia they who feil ihe woodland, direet tbr courx of thc 
f i»ei». build pyratnida. and Chance ihe face of thc earlh, wc experience 
consldetablc aatofliahmeoL Time i» thcir yreal fnttrutueot, and lünc 
ia a »rrtctoraunibe/«. C«>mbioatioci», oc w<jaen<*t of numtm, wkt 
ap all meidend, vKiwimde«, oimUnaui.fi* all mdividual poiki of ihe 
univci«. Force, Organisation, tpacc, otdef, duration, aro ninnt<n 
only. All the meam of N'alure foilow from tlic fNuputira of 
Dumbera, and Ihe »um of Ihete cneana ia Xature herwl' ; tr.i» haroKAy 
■Ukool boundabtlie hnhnhc pfiiic<flt • •* " dotfc 

Th« ccnlui of rythagor*» uutulun th< nttndi thai d» not xndtnaad 
bim. I'yihaf orai appean to havt «ld thai all thir^i wer« imJ* 
aeeording to th« pioptflMa of ovobtra, bw not by it« «Irtur 
the «ring» of lorpVyty, Niccr— et 01, 4c.. cn th« mtyct of tnwktn. 
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cnmul! Dt .«r>r.V*i'.i X*m<rtr*n by ltiikfa Sm aJw> iW La*l * 

I /,x»jl*c.,m th«-'Trar«Uc.'11rtkj«on*. M U»*»c 

ortr ifm lotum« of andern »üdom, iIicm '.vjj «rittner* cdkd La*» 
of r>thaßwnit, It will 1» nhentd lhat thfl rvtercocva lo mmben arc 
•xoetdir^ly frv. 

41. IS^jc löx. line I.— Apparcntly rhu pniort i* ulme« %a tbr m*M 
teeret nroong mi.lcrn dr*covcuci : for (he rar. nirw k, lifce vre*. 
■ »0M6 oumber, > oui fiacmeat» d* UM eaeeed MC wboie. 

4j. r«gc aoa, Viik I.— A» k*cq arc oarnliil. aiid xa pbtinsm eao- 

oot be <»■ »m i()f'«c1. whkh wmi to hin 1 i^oj 

ttnrvter and 10 dlftVr in many of in prope rtla» from «her metala, ** 
for «sample, by rrmaininc in a itiic af fwäon creo 11 a >Itjw* o/coM 
which wn ltnii; lliuuchl lu »urpa» the ntlural cold uf ow a^c. t.'aiw 

luiKi-.U.i Um ■•»gniie« » greai*i mnba of metali; 

011 th* uth*r rund, ii i* pi 1 Im tlwrt »r» fortt-nln*, 

buk lo liic »anic. 



44. Pa^c 90&, BM 1. Linnen» dividcd vcgttable oioun into 
clanem. De Saimm- 4, Ln<>wlcdgM an cinhlb. Um it ■ dear lhat fa 
the (f»mul Ihtfl ibOOM be v-*ert unly. 

45 Pa^e aoa, line 3 — The Creefe had teren «owcla. r'reoco 
Cramnurlani ato» rcc«^nite teven— tb< ihtec E'i »d tbt fOttl Otiten 

if, pflog joj, hur 17— The clin.wueii:» ol IRpp—lttti «re tle 

■■*.i.:r. JWH »Ml ll .v anilogotu to whni ha» bccn uid cmWr (hl 
number »even. 

47. Pajjejoö, line i.— The motu) ha« «i IcAgÜ) ><eo brem^bt to 

grcaiet ipparo) ty thin the nonnuln rertiin dimkt 

c*n be «td netfccily by fhe nnlted eye tbongh they a*e tnore (hat* a 

iUy** journey dlitanl. 

4K Tue« jjo, line 1.— In ipit« of tut doubl», Obermann wogld be 
morcin harmony witb hiimclf were il not Un Ms yomh. 

40. I'ago 3JOi lin« 30.— A rcfcrcnce to letttrt lh*l have beert «ap 

1 n v !. 

50 P*ce J36, llne *.— Freyt<Kirc one of ihe free iowni. 

S» P«lt«*.VX litte 19.— Ourdsy*, "I" ' ""''■:■ -'< ie<»ll, arc mit 

■P '•' »1 iy noBeatl »hieJl Mall '">t rend ihr «nul ; ..I {>tulraet»4 

ankletiM «hieb Utignr, eneraate and abäse 11 Fi rvni i<iiL»i» 




wbich deuin it in ii|"v il eher *r* me, mJ in wariftes» 01 
effeminaey if they «o fraqucuL Th«e ore ilto cerwln fileami of 
nJcAfBtl <m du i"'<r» y Ol die hart. Pcacc ia ihc portionof onc man 
in i^n tliMituml, A» fa lii«p[«iiicw, wt doirc it. »eck. il, und w«ui oar- 
aelreanut. It u mir thai m< go on h..|nr.£ fofl II, «ad IkUbl ( «rl.«i-% 
•iiain. il ilcalh or dccrepitudc -i ■« I not »rn»: hrV. hilf, all ih* wm*, U 
not ccfierally halcful. lt ha» amenitici (or thr Yirtnou« man ; Ihr onr 

■■' . ■■•>■ »: i i»'".' on du h'nt i a * t- «-^t «tu tfac ml ''." 

prWWed, »uppoting 1 1*0.1 U hU pieaeived iwiiludc. We tre afrnid 
of jiarUnt; wuh ill oai Illusion* t *e womlcf whot «III c"Xupyotir dayt, 
TIh* u ■ mlilakc. The poinl ai Uaue U i> I «0« M "*v~»'py Ibl 
l/iii bow tO Atnct wiihuut miblurctinQ il ; am), when hop* «tut« M 
longcr, a raint eurioaily and a few habio icrnain t0 help a» luwardi the 
e*4. The»c t in «•pr>:iAin.in uf ihc n>,:bi, pure luflicicni; slcep, when 
•* «rc not rrouMwl, If natural. 

Ja. P»ßc 241, line a?.— The hau or UaUcn ia aboul ibv anenth 
pari of a livie. 

\\. Pag» 241, Im« a8.— See a noU to Ltctca LXKXaX 

J4- Pa^e 2^5, linc 16. — A »null mountainoua counlry, haring cuitom» 
peculkr 10 Itaclf and an dement of ihc unimul In ilt mannen, 

55. I'age 351, llne 11. Mvlody, undarwood in ih# widaai woat ©f 
which th« term it capahl«, may alvo raault rram a «xjuenc« of coluurt or 
ofoduun, and indeed fron» any wcll-ordered »c^uence uf|iivcti Kiiaationa, 

.■•it iiiniwii"«i» n"., .,...in»r EbowcrTccti «UcbmvvAi pfopertj 

1 lUiin^ mi hin 11* .»Iv*! «> • «1 Iu«i\ I ii« n i.inalr a trnlimi>nl. 

56. Page 154, linc 14.— The following remarlu wtre appended to 
Ihia lclter :— 

The Manual remind» me ül wim other irapneni* whkh w«e com- 
«niaicat*«! to m* by ih« am« ach.Jii. Th« ohjrct of In» rr«*»rch 
tocim rather to ha»« been thr diaoovery of thing* that weir original, 
pciha|M even fanlaatic, than ihcmc whkh were teally vatuablc. I pv# 
Ihc bhotlcxt of theic iiran^c Lila uf hiemlufe, or, if yuu prefet il, 
ol j InlcAophjr. Il » «orlhy rour nullte; il u «Vcn poaaihl« iMt 
Ine vtewa of a dweller l>y (he Dan übe aic not Ia/ rrmofid from tn# 
MaV 

UuLUAVIAN KVNKKAL CMAKT. 

3 'ramlaiiJ frwm iht Um. 

" No v»ner are »e pr<)foun<lly morcl ilian «e »'nughiway ■! 
of Wddinj farewcll lo eutn. Aller cc« bour of delagbt. *W'. nett 
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NOTES 



«an w* kok izt } Hnwc&nwc btofior anoeh« aacvrcw k*pr*iW 
Le« u* rt>, aa Ihr tax hop< of plruarc. ihr Uar worrf, the taulcn; «f 

fair«. 

" lf you «ould eoniinu» to livf, minia yoirtcftf. nnd tarn* 4e*f 
your fall. To *nJov i« io bepn ncrähinc ; to Jwj ootttlf » H UM 
plIOBiitiOM fai linne. I'leuuic sppc&rb •! *.bc in« et* ifchjffr K £• 
odc and tbc vllici limil. Il OCi—SlM fifc «ad it infliea icala. 
Abcobitc |4ra%«ie ** lr«n\ini«t*(t.rfi, 

"M»n, »nvr th# mannri n! |b« child, dtrcrta hIm%eSf witfc a »9| 
tiltlc an che earth, hat to ihr cfid hi» 4oCinaliae U to *4> <t**c* 
■niüuc lhai which it uff«*. Whcn hi* <boi<« uc linofcrd» fcc 
lo mc dtaih ; tbU putlni« w long di*»o>d om hooeefoetb sieoc ■ 
l»pi»**t'"t "i" " l,l " t 

11 JUv* you never dcaired death t II not, your eiperiecac* of 
i- EBflOBpldft Hui il yiMif «iay» aie ouy UaJ volbptDoa*, if 
I'uiuki you witb M« Gnvnt, il you are n the highe* poch, tbc* U; 
d*»lh U<omfiyoof iolf fuiurr. 

" YhcTQ ii aomcthinj; attractirc in drawing *itr lo death, in reüriftf 
frora il, in cutuiderinr, it slicah, unlil actqally veiunf upo* i\ afft&n 
a potent dcJighl, Whal beauty liiere i» in the tcmpeal hairacM k 
ptvnilM« deaih I T k" fc meal ihc abyw, the Orandvr opeat iL 

"Whert ■ i:,. ( r » ,;. itef ,.[.,., loa -c ämpovj«» 

nondF Kor «ach one of ux aeeording lo hia (oreev •!.. 
nf the ihinga of ihc worM iiuin» iU Umlu bui bchio4 deatl 
ihc tmenente rcßion. wlth all it* licht, or ihr ptrytttuJ •atrfcacaa. 

"The man of fr and charmetw, tho men or ycaiua, the men VON 
ar> in tbc füll nitTjyih of theit primc, aar tliutc acut dfcaujftj Vf 
de tili. M:iy it bc bccau&c they du not brlir^r in ilaliuciian, djMpbc 
lUt-x iiMlri^-inlcnor, »i»l il»al -<ihci» d.) hebevr in ir , In »>*te af Am 

Utbl 

" I>rath » not evil, hecause it is unitcncX EtiI i* Ihc etcrptiM 
lo the tupremc lawa. Ui us r^aihcr wilhoul bitlrmcM tbal «Rick H 
aeceaaarily our hetiL^c. RefiardeJ u an nKidcnl« to4 Coming m a 
kutptuc, dcülh ioay afflict; bat il U con^lmi; wh«. ii rrafhra <• 
nctuully. 

" L*t us wail and Ihen let us die. lf aetual Hfc u only a boodac*« 
let it Ii;m»1i ; if il kada lo nolhinp, if II mu-l lr UKlrao lo Larc li*«d, 
kl uft bc dclivcicd frnm Uns falK glioimfr. I/r ui eiihtt die thal vc 
may reaJIy live of that we m»y ceasc from (eignir^ in hvf . 

"Death icmain* unknown— whcn wc qac&lion it, il ii oOt tben; 
whcn it confmiiti us, whcn il sinke* us, wc havt nv longa the **•« 
lo qucition. Drath keeps bock onc of tbc wotda of the BOlvcfMi 
cni^ma, a woid whieb Üic cartb will nevet beai." 









Shall wc eondctnn thia drtamcr of the Dann bei Shall we rclegat* 
■fnong tlie number of lhe fand vanille* of the Imagination every nolioa 
which i% ('•.•feien to the fi ivolity 60111 which tlic multitudc hu 00 with, 
to comp out ? 

Perchance, in lhaae momenti when In country place» an hour of 
aJuitibes t«mj lo bqrin, towatda tlic noon uf day, pcichancc you liavc 
-i|*ir(i,«| an indcfinable impieaskin, a fclicitoua i«wiw. umwicaa of a\ 
Itfr. quirrnng, an lo tpeak, bul yet mote natuial and free. All nnise* 
withdraw, all objecli eacape. A last thought pretents itvlf wiih an 
much of truth thal aftcr thia illuaion, half-Imng, unfortacen and fugi- 
ü*c, thete can bc nuthing, unlcaa It b« ubaolutc ubliviuu or iuddcn 
awaaenhaf, 

Wt aJtould lemark In pankuUr of what thete rapid Image* ftte Ihm 
compouxl. Frojucntly ß woman'a form appraia. Thf lmpif«a)on 
which ahe produoes ia not 10 much ordinary grace. eontinunua chatm, 
or aolupluoua hope; it ia mote lhan plcaaure — it i» ihr punty of the 
ide*J 1 il ia pi.i*ea*iun preseated ai a duty, a* « tlmple fad. u a mag- 
nette neeesaity. Hut the breaat of that woman ahowa (orth floqocntly 
that ahe hat the gift of nourishing. Thui i.i accompli&hod out miuion. 
Without truublc and withoul regrel it unght be puasiblc to die. To 

impaut life. and tltcn wich ih»*cd eye? oventtep lhe I t - ■■' the knuwn 

world— such perüiaw- ia thal which 1» here eateolial in «ur deatina* 
ii<>n All elae i* U11 an indiftestnt naeans of conanming the ir.ter?*nlng 
iinmiln Im am« at the end. 

1 do not aay thal thia trivial dream, in auch momenU aa thoar ol 
which wc ipeak ; that thia abrldgcJ Agure uf life in the midat of the 
innquil obIMon of rhlngt an numwout ; that thli peaccful ind power 
ful emotion it thf um* nmong the majnrity of men, Thia I do not 
know, but doubtlcsa it ia not individual to mr 

To tranamit life and ihen loa« it woiild \k in the apparrnt nnicr nur 
chief office on earth. Neverlhelea», lei me aak whether thc-ie are no 
more dreama in ihc lajl tleep? Lei me aak whclhcr the law of deaUh 
la teally inllraihlc. Many of na havr aoen Ihcu Intelligenz« grow 
ftrongor in loroe te .pect» ; night they not rraiat when olhara auecumh f 

57- f'-"»«* *U- '>"< *7 — Thete ia no meana of idrniilyintE thia lak«, 
Imt ii ia not thal of Gene««. The hrginning of lhe leitet it miaaing, 
and I taaae wppreued the end, 

5?. I'age 358. Ime 14.— The grealcat diffcrcncc without tepuUiTe 
Oppoiitioa. aa lhe gieaieal airnilllude wlthoui inupid utnfuiniity. 

50. Page «59, lloe ]©.— Chir toclal (ndottry hu oppoaed the trty 
who ihculd hav« Umo concüiatad by tru« aodaj an. 






. 
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NOTES 



«o, Pap aon, linc ja.— So« poopLe pa*aJ# tr«4, < u Kh» M I < 
■-•ir Ihe c»lm oi wikiom : »oac daim thc tanrai lapp—ii« <« !#■< 
inatteafblc : ihey a/e llkt (he blind nun wfco beiacra fcnmM bcur 
«■Ufrcd Ihno Che ßffiwil.ty erf ptopU hrQMMa MifwIftTM awra ha» 
fraa dbcnotioci«. 



£ 



Ol Page 163, lin«3i •» tafetuUd to 

ikon, .Vrang« th# mind, kirvdlr th# h#«t *r»l fcVjui ml) 

«icrccd» 10 mueh ihr mr.ro ra proporlinn uuh cutnlnuctl w£& aaoa? 

MHciiiyi hui «ndaitng Instituitoiu, lempor&l and ovil Um, 

■Mcncn and all which alloin of «aamtnfllt:n. arc dihWcx* frra» 

i'i.jiulw nf Lknatiarai whi.'h prompta ttvuially lo all (bat ü 

Uli! to ihr Tcncralion ol dl thal u eatraordmaxy. Thu rMtllM 4» 

linction mciu» 10 hl«« been foitoiten. Tbc omltiplkity c-f dkatkm 
Ud, in * KUb, ihe incuVnnnr ih# ht*n h««r '■ 111 iriy »»11 uhm ml 
in nun ; f>ut beyond ihU great adrancca «171 icmAin 10 Sc nudr. 

63. ras« a<M, ttne 37. — Ic U lo ihr thlttc» °f kW* that abewatk* bn 
become ci'-retnc amcing thm# nai. >i« | urwril 0/ 

a tarn which *f h*VC tomr Lo apply czcluaivtly lo tUtl Waöch 
love. 

63. l*age 265, tlnt 9- ' *»»• ur w mpyd ay lÜiori a l rir*rta fcy 
pruninv paaaagn in » tiumbct of leiten, axd I hart atfll ldk IM 

niAuy ventutnoinc « aaclc-a poriiow. Bai »och naTgUecBOf *mU 
doi l«r »* vtcuttl.Oc in 1 lelici likc U I ln»c praatrYfd tto» 

leiiinrk Ht* pur|aivrly, Tj*x«n*tt 1 hwm MM lakes BU OB» 

lld*mllon ihr gcneral im nl rcarirr* whn atanr VOnM 'au to> peton*e 
tlnt lt 11 not atUekmg fllthef rhe utilily of lhc nami^r litwdtfsoo « 
even anylhinc lhat i» happy in * happy marria^e. 

64. I^uff *6^, linc »4.—" I ihil! nni |*mudc hr» 10 l-r pülty of 1 
Iraud in my iavoiir," Lhc trat of ihcl«it#r coo:mu#». "I tatmM fiadwa 
rcfine it, and I aliauld Im Honig uo(hw£ Lhal vu oikat UM« ««y 
«impl«, fi'.rth(ii|.' wl.irh, (01 tbc "i.okn.i; nun, »oaUl bc Uw Ihu 
«incr duty, ihe lairftflttoo c,i which wrmid hf cl<xmdinj. Nu tUcrfti 
of desire, nor eren any mutual puftion. would furtuh ab eac*»c." 

65. l'Ag« 266, linc 6, And «lio by initullty of kcmümeol. T*v 
uulogou» hui m.l idtntic*! thin(t ha»r becc di»tingut«*i#ij |a n-q 
jdcciion oi" uur nilure, nainrty. »rniiiacnl «nd Appetit«. TW U/rt V 
(he heatl oocnuons in tciiaiiive inen much emt«/T***mei\t uil rMm. 
:coiinieni h ilicn morc powerful thttn lhc dii«d <rftvtti(. bui,u tUn 
i» no pmfmind tMiühlHly In an nrcani-aiion which lt «nterinrly «real. 




NOTES 
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he vho fc«li thua in a rentable paaslon is no longer ihe ume in love 
withoui paiaion ; if hc be tben rcstralntd, U U by bis dutles and in no 
MDM by hl* timidity. 

66. Page aejy, line *\— I have not yet found uut the diffcrcncc 
belween tbe wtetchcd crtature wbo render» a wontan with chlM only 
(o forwke her »nd the loldier wbo, in the plllact of ft war, vlolatei 
• nd ihen murdcn one. The lauer i* pouibly Int Infamen«, for, In 
the fmi pluee, be doca not deeeive bei, aud, iu the aecoud, bc u 
naiudly ilrutiV , 

67. Page a68, line 17.— ü will moat probably be objecto (hat ihe 
vulgär OMA i* incapabte of thu» inveatigating (hc ground of hii duly ( 
and, «bore all, of dotng it impartially. Hut (Hl ditficulty u not *ery 
greai in itwlf, and starcely extsta outiidc the pre»cnt <onfuston of 
morali. Furthcnnorc, in ditTeicat Institution» from our own ther* 
would not bc minda perhaps au inslrucicd as atnon^ uj. but there 
would cerluinly not be a ctowd ao »Uipid, and, abuve all, w «leeeived. 

61 Page a6S, line 35. - I api-rnd an eatracl from ihe paaaagea 
which I lia*e removed from ihe le»t, and il will |«*ait4y '«• ÜMWgM 
that 1 ««iight to h*vc tuppiCMCd it altogether. My antwrr, holh 
tat thi» »nd for other inManora. ia that we miiy pcrmii ourarlvra to 
apeak opcnly when there b nothing in our thoughta which calla for 
cooceaJrocnt. I am mpMUible for what I publlsh. I havt the 
couragt to pronounc« upon duti« . 1', In ihi> reeptet, I nn «v«r be 
upbraldid with dlüoyalty to ical duim, not only will I rvnouncc 
Judymcnt but liberty to wrttc fiom thal timc for Ib. 

"I ahould h»»r »ciy litlle euufideuce in • woman +U<> did not 
teaJiae the ground of h« dutie», who followrd "htm «riflj, Mm.lly 
and from the imtinct of prejodgrnenl. tV.nducl nf thU kind m;.y 
he aafc, but it doct not umfy me. I harc greatcr calrem for a 
winuB who can be leinptcd by no coruldcration to betray hitn who 
Uuita in her tallh, ind yet. in her natural liberty, bound by no pro- 
mia* «nd no achoui attachment, and belog In circumataw*» talcu* 
latad 10 drtertnine her in auch a couno, indulgn mth wvrral men, bc 
il rvrn In the intuiicatioo, the nudity, Ibc retinal marinen of 
pleaaure." 

I ' 1 netttaary to repeal that, oumde ad dl l km» dötgnared *» »ach, 
ihe pracnl cilüoo llffcr» Utile from the Ant 

69, Pagf »ja, line 3* TV •itmulaotaof the Torrid Isn* mai bai 
hfllped 10 aga ua. Thnr ftraa take leu effect in Indla, vboac 




ii loa; but European rtcilMUM«, ewltfd by thcii ffrmtmatlon. po 
dw« lhot« dliturliing and agliar«) mm whoa* frfnxy ii i#e»rd*d fry 
the r»at of the glob« with an cvar near aatonuhment. I do not »y 
that in thc prtfeent alate of (hingt it h not » relicf (or individua,», 
and cvrn fbr ■ body of peoplc, lo caperitnce ihi» valOfOO» aml 
»jHiiiuftl activlly which flod» in grU h, dfeftag B*d», 

and, In .i,-..)nli r, ihr hurlcispic uri« pnatnlcd hy all thc things of 
in--. Whtlr the man who clinyi tu thc object of hu deaiica oorat- 
plaina fiequetilly of llie »dnc»» of life, he who Oaic« DO prctcuc« of 
PBJlWn Uli avoklinu »uflciinj;. wyv ralher iliai life i» grvtccqM. 
| ilMt ilun^t an b , . \nvt fand lh*m tcat 

unhappy ; It U still mor* when alt conti iriewe» «ipcricncect aie a 
aonrcc of imutcmrnL. and when dan^er üketf ia looght 'o find food loa 
Rreatcr laughlcr. Aa to the Kreneh, ahould they ever posataa Napftca, 
they will malte o balliooni in thc erat« of Vemvlu. 



70, Pag* 274. li'ie 27.— Tlic («ood ran u im.tnovabl< in bia 
viitue ; thc mim of tyvlcrna »eck» oftci auatcre »irlue». 



71. Page 2^2, linr 3!.— Whelher Ihr vin« ha* ea-rr borne fraii in 
tili* valley i-, doublful. 



73. Pago juu, line .;.(.— Thii can appty only to iho ihrrmnmtM of 
FahrcnhciL us'abuvcicro, oi 1 1 t'ahovc thc natural frc*«in£-poini o| 
mtdC( OtmVpOndl to 50" miü u fiactiuu of thc ihcrinoniclci referred to 
Keautnur, and xyy* below «ero conesponda to 71* below freetin^-point. 
70* M frost U nid tobe not unparalU i. i kl NtfraZtlnbU; but l im 
not awarc that 50' hm txen found evtrt «i\ ihr hanlci ofchfl (»aanMl. 
Thc extreme heat of the Thcbald b said to b« jS" ; and that of Guinea 
scem» lo be 10 uiuch below 50' that I am not aware of it reichingth« 
poini »nywbcre, unk mh td«DUltyi a» duiiog Lllc paaaac« of (he StmirL 
Theie inay alao l»e someground faf ijueiüonink.' «hf :hfi ~>" Ol fi"*t wr 
rc|>i«tcred in any hahitablc counlnea, thnin-li ihii u uiil to hi«w b*«o 
experieneed at Jcnueick. (lere ia the teault of vimc obkcrvaliont ma>!< 
in 1786- At Oatroug.Viliki, in the sixiy-firs'. de^ree, the n 
on Nov. 4, Thc Kcantnur ihemtomcter rcKiitcrtd 31I*. Oft 1** 
iiiftcningof Dee. 1 U feil 1040*; to 51 'on löe tarnt day; and on Dec J 
(o 60'. Thi* ccen» to render probable a cold of ro\ «rhcthfr to No*a 
Zembla or in the nonhemmott pointaof Ruaia, ihoac which art neueo. 
to Ihe pole and yet are inhabiicd. 

73. Page J3i, line 27,— Thc familiär «needote 10 which atluünn 
appaiently made hcre hu 00 authentic chftfKtcr, 







NOTES 

74. r*gr joi, line 34.— Apparently an allunion to I rcmocrilua, 

75. r t f jfl}. Bn< l "w A oftin W nn 1 ' i'i 'l "um t« 1 i.f Cr-.i i 

76. P«ue .306, Uuc <).— ll offcr» kttportlltt ftViiMH (6 the pvcl : he 
who VOoid Kivr «*. : .11 inai helmagine» h« *nr«»' *■!* 
ot« htm who may aay only poaihve thimj», tho»r rtnly whirh hfl 
btlicvea. 

77. Page joö, IIim $4. -Y#t a vague glfmptc. ThU obwrvation 
mi^rn hetr l* evcn uw!r«, but i; it n»t toin g,encial, and (01 th» olhwi 
pUM£rs ID wluclt il miy bc fuund applicable. 

78. Pag* jo$. line *.— It it probable thal th« otner pari« of nalure 
wöuld alio Ic ohacuie to out eye». U in man wc find murr mtmerout 
»uhjeci» fal MMlMUMMi ''"* I» beeau*e wc aee (MM ihiny» in man. 

rinr of bfing*. ahovc all, we meet the limiu rt oureoMtp- 
tlons orrjwhflrfl. In a will known r.bjcct wc (cd thar ihr unknown 
ia joincd io the Icnown ; wc acc (bat wc aie un (bc brink uf conccmug 
Ibe real, and lhat we do not «Hicelve H Dulwith>undin£. 

f% Page .tta, line 19.— Piiot to the lait üwiw Revolution. 

So. Pag» jj$, lin« aS. — The word Frrmk U too yen*ral. 

tl. Pag» jafc, lin» H-— O Ktrmal, Thou art ndniirablc in die order 
of the wurlda; but Thou art odorablc in the aspM ■ of the 

man whu brnln the btead which rem*"'* U '• >»d of 

bfufher, The»* aie, I believr. \\, r Nfj ffOfdl ■ ' M, An, 3440 

'■ ■;* . Ji. '"" U — An unftutUbleeapKtaMQvvrwpi in thi 
itwt. I dkthkr it in Hl ippltcaiiun to mm «4 Inrnlng Of «" &">* 
wrilcra; Uit it |Bja*au fal i<»itnaltM». !••" thot* who follow the trade 
litrraiur», or al moit the*« who aie taactly *nd eicicdvcly I 

A true magüirsir U n«.t a man of law. MuQteMjuieu waa 

a man of leiten ; miny liring aulhon alao d. 1 W»H " |W d to 

dawriptloo. 

|| hp 1W.ÜW J4-— Il ta abaurd and Hpajrfffl tttl »uch a penon 

ilrj pmm 1.» ioveaiitat: principlet and 10 waich ou! the tmth of 

»irtnc» tf h« »ccapla u th» (ulc uf hb o«B C«odu<t ihr eaty mailmi gl 

am! tb- falw mortbof No m»n ihould laJtf U|>on 

ikK to intiruci oaher wen in ibeir fjatfaj and in »he moral icaaon of 
Iheü actions uple*»*« «. inibacd «»b in* w nnmen i H nfHm , «mlo. 
Itdealre» aLore ili, notpiecoclypul.hr pcipcrity. b« rrtilfc )rl»nv : 
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NOTES 





unle&t ihc o'ie cnd of hi» '.huuuhi u tu add lu ihat uUcur« bappiacM. 
'bat welfarc uf Ihe hcait, touret of »11 good, which ehe divagatian of 
beinp ü unoeasingly altcrjng hui which intelUgf nc« ibotiU intocc and 
raiintain unccaangly. Whocvcr ia po«c«acd of nihrr paauona and 
Juniwt MÜjugaic u> lliü idew tvety human >ftrriinn, »hoerce **e» 
teiluuiJy in teirch of lionuur*, pomttlont. of \q*k c«ra, Of slfl^^L 

|llt «UfilKl "II. ( . 

Hi- who preachea a tcligion without inwardly lollowing it, witheac 
vencraling I herein the wpreme law of hu hca.it, ii a dcapicablc nn- 
potior. Do not chni%h resentment ajtatuat him, <Io not h- ' 
penortally, hui Jet >i- lupHoltJi ftfOOM your Indhjnari tv »nd, if Q >.c 
necessary, in order that he may no Innger crorupt the human heart. 
cover him with opprobnum. 

He «ho withuut pertonally tubjcciing hii tute«, liii detirr», and all 
Ul -'■»*, lo order arid to inoml equity, daici >|ieak of niorsJity to 
—» 10 min who l»Wr Mmxlf ha* Ihe MttnJ (gotlBD • < ib- -inli. 
ridual and the weaknra* of the mnrtal— hr ia a »Uli moie d>i< 
impeator ; he degradea thing» that aic elevated, he täte» away all ! hat 
rernaiutouy WpoaaeMedof the paialonfof scrihMincIct hiraeoenpoae 
tcori«, lei him manufacturt »mall vme* i If he hai the writing talcnt, 
tat him iranOate, lec him htron» a man of leiten. !« him bonour the 
■tu and Im uieful aftcr hi* uwn manncr, lot him work to win roOflcy 
ui reputntion ; or, if morc diiintcrcilcd, Icl htm wotl. for tho honour 

1'O.ii.n oj hi« roiinlry. Hm M I | which 

i* called the vocation of the lago*. nnd In ihr nraachrr Ihc profcMfoll 
of the moraltst. 

Jonnsg has iccomplühed a great change in the social world. Jr 
wns iihpuwiule llnH Ui Influenae wliould be allügclhcr devoid of evÄ, 
but ii could »caic«ly eaute Icw. The tevuliing Incunvcoience» have 
l»«n ie*1ii*d. hut the mrana •mployr.l |n j»ui « <httk upoo ihem have 
produeed otbeni which are not lern» grave It Mona, n»verth#l#aa. lhas, 
in Ihc aclual State of thingt throiighout Eutope, it might be pcnibl* to 
concJliole beth liberty of writing and the mein» of vrpaiating fron th« 
u^efulnesa of boolu lho«e esceue» which tend \o ootinteihalance ihat 
adamied Utility. 'Ihe evtl resulls chiefly from ihc iflnup 
parly apirit and from the astonishing number uf boolca that contaio 
nothin«. Time, it will bc uid, allows that whieb u unjuit oi evil to poc* 

inlu oülivion. Thal U für from tieing sttOScteot, wbcll rt ' 'i*iduali 

im fni ihe pulilic itxnU. The author i» dead whm nfklraoli <* BomeJ or 
rectihed, and the public aopilre* a lata! apiric ot indirfcimrr U* ibe 
liueandhoncat in the mid»t of Ihat iueertitude from which it iaaur« 
aliiMirf invarfably eonetmin^ thinß* that are paft, tut fnto which it rr 
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enter* alway» inranably » rrgard» prearnt (hing*, nxeorcling lo my 
■uppoaiUon, it woulrt be permisaible tu writc anything (hat » now per 
mtetible, and opinion itsclf would bc as fr« : bul those who are 
unwiUing lo wait foi half a Century, iho*« who cannoi oual lo ihem- 
iclve», 01 who Ouject to reading iwenty volume» in ordrr t< 
with a t--ok. wu>ulri find in indircct guarantcw, a braten way equally 
onrrnicnt and uichil, while st llic tarne Time nnlliifig wouM ab- 
»olulely oblige Ihcm lo follow il. Such an inMituiinn wnuld «taci 
the moM Witt impartiality, yet not hing would hinder wriiing agaimt 
that which it approved ; thus tts most dircel inte real would bc lo 
dcwrvc ihc public conndoralion which il would have nu oppotlutiily 
yf cmluving. Il is always objeeted ihat ju»t men aie too un common, 
1 do doi know whether they are so rare as U pretended, Ihji ocif ihln^ 
at \rm is untrue— that there are no jiist men. 

84. Page 335, linc 34.— Thu« the "Spiru of Lawi" wa» prended 
by the " PerHan Letten." 

85. Page 338, line ?•— In the letters of 1 certaln Mauhew the 
füllowlng paeuge hu »tnick me u curioui : " Ii fa a n*=«**ary enn- 
sequence of the ixteitt of (he degradation into which ilic human »jxcie* 
Iias fallen, and nf (he actual Haie of tuetety in general, llial (hete are 
utany Institution* equally tncnmpaliule with Chnstianity and PMolity," 
— l''ayafe ftJ Surra /.mar. 

86. Page 340, line 3.— I hflnl »upprrtaed rei'ani p*ge* having 
refetence lo roiiiculai dreomttances. and to a nerton who II mentkmed 
nowhere eis« in these letieis, I have. in »am* »cn-\c. »uUtltmrd wh.it 
follow»; It i»a fragment drawn (rom elicwherc which espreuc* muclt 
the same points in a general montier, and il» atialugy with the paftfot 
which 1 bare omilied hai led me lo place (t heie. 

87. Page J47, line 16 — It » ceitam llial the 
Obermann front doctrine* whieh he deemeil tobe all 
not eilend to fundamental rellgiout ronc^ptinna. 



88. Page 36a, UM iS— It will be teen that ihe woid magic tnusl 
herein nndei-Ju<«l in 11« firtt wnw, and nol in lb4 l*t*i *(>:«pi*rioo ; 
*n lhat hy Ul*e migie w# muit practically undcnlind rh/ 

the modern*. 

89. Page 362, line 31.— Bloulangej) died at ihirly-a# 
age, aod wh ihe autbor of"Aiilu|iniy L'nt*.! 



NOTKS 



fo. t*ge )6t. line 3. - TW» it tbe tetue of the muim e/ Solan *M 
of the j-aiM^c from Of Ofio'ii, »hich luve *pf*iensly ooctslooed ihe 
«efeienc« 10 Cktro *od I 

91. Page jSt, line 14.— IHy> füll Dl ■»••Ifirt». Ihe dreaming raood of 

rti led >üui, the tonn wranne** wh<ch p I Ifet •enrimeol 

.->( ihr nnthingnruof Iifc, may itlrnulat« or t<* .1 -tu ! ,k o( findig 
an B*prt«inn for thoticht : thry ue often farourablo to writingt, 
the foelry of VJftKfa ctproac» the dcptbt of fcellng and ihe wut con- 
NpttOTM uf tbe human «Olli, rcndered imperi- 

1 liylU tormwv Ihn « w..il whkh I« irnjuirtanl bj Itt l 

iti «eherne, and in cximi, a vroric conaacrtieti in mm, snd dettinrd U> 
live, ihould be umlcrfikcn only when the way of life u piactieally 
amired And when Ihcrc ii no onxiety u 10 what m*y befall (hole »ho 
ar« near to ui. As for Obermtnn. he «u alone, »od I do not «** ih»i 
th« farourabl« lituodoD In whkh hr noir find* bJm*lf w» raally 
inüUpontabl«. 

92. Pn£c 385, line 12.— Thst whieh in Frone« b inpnetietble u 
permlKtble nlll In almoit the »hole of Swittei fand, h U thete an 
aeeepted thJng 10 roeei of an crening al houm whkh ar« r. 
man thiui nlecl uwm«. Neither age, not noUlrty, not >vt the chief 

ttmuiitracy make an exccjjliou lo lliit nile. 




I 



f» Page J86, linc 3^. — Ifl woutd <*«n lhat thit leller wu 
lo lerruinate *i follow» 1 " When the dream «f the amitble 
honoutabie growt lüle in our vacillntlng thoughl . when ibt itua^e of 
i..ni l ..,iy i det^endlog fiom the hravealy plaetfl. draw» ntgh lo eank. 
only lo And ittnlf «hroudr*! m Btbta ud •luknrw ; when nothing cur 
vire» «iihei of our affectioru or our bopet ; when we put with tba 
unceaung flax of Ihinyt and in llle inevilable m»nliilily of the wotld ! 
Mjp friendti shr wh'in l l»tre 1««! 1 y..j wh» dwell (ar from mykidef 
liow can I lind joy in thtt gifi of «kittenca } Wbat u thu wl 
reality »ätairu us t Whal aie wc r Sad blcnd of blind malte« and 
free thou^ht, of hope and of bondx^c ; inipelteü by » bteath untren, in 
deaplte of our uiuraiur» ; «lovelüui;, In iij;bl of ib* «)>1«n*Jour» of 
tpaoe, lipon a d«ßted «wrth. and foll*<l Hk( intect» in ihe miry wayt 
i»(liie; yei, even unlil the hut fall, droamingol tbe puie dclighlaafa 
tublime de»tiny." 

94- t*»KC 3S7, line 1.— The materixl» of thit Supplement w»rt 
DOOtCtod only abwil tlie yeai 18J3, tbe peciod of the tecond c 
ui ».uliae^uetjily. 




NOTES 

95, Paß? 395, line 17.— Thi» leltci uf Outttimin, fffcfeb c*mc lo 
hsn«l .in*, thc prece<1ing «dilion, ha* ilifa.ly l*#in printed •■■ " 1 hf 
Htf%ttan." 

76 Pttjnr 40», lioe 17.— At (hii pcriod Oberin inu hm! ponibly laXt 
kt»f uf liiicittlrötn. Puuibljr, ubu, wilbouf beiii|;cumpc!lcd lo reluin 
in 1I11- efttafi he regirlfeO fhe niiil Itfr l '!" gnV pMtal '. which 
in thf Northern and the High Alf« arc nltrn Ycry p«lur*»qiic in 
maliona. Thcrc i», howcYcr. tut onc harvcaJ, and the aamc 
tliinx ii donc all the year round. 
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